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FROM THE REVOLUTION 
ro THE DEATH OF GEORGE THE SECOND. 


— 
BOOK fl. 
CHAPTER VL 
I. The Ruſſians take Oczakow. . $ II. Death of Gf. 


ton de Medicis, Duke of Tuſcany. § III. Death of 


Caroline, Queen conſort .of England. & IV, D/ 
pute in Parliament about the flanding army. IV. 


Spaniſh depredations. & VI. Motives of the mini- 


fer for avoiding a war. § VII. Addreſs to the 


| for 27 the trade of his Majeſty's ſubjectt in Ane- 
rica. 8 


King on the ſubjet? of the depredations. & VIII. Bill 


X. Debates in the Houſe of Lords. & X. 
Birth of Prince George. Admiral ock ſails with 


a ſquadron to the Mediterranean. & XI. Progreſs 


©. of the war againſt the Turks. & XII. Diſpute and 
rupture between Hanover and Denmark, XIII. 
Sir Robert Walpole extols the convention in the Houſe 
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/ Commons. & XIV. Motion for an addreſs, that. 
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the repreſentations, letters, Ec. relating to the Spaniſh \ 
depredations ſhould be laid before the Houſe. N XV. 
B Petition 
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| Petitions againſt the convention. & XVI. SubRlance 
of that agreement. & XVII. Debate in the Houſe 
of Commons on the convention. & XVIII. Seceſſion 
of the chief members in the oppoſition. & XIX. De- 
bate in the: Houſe "of Lords upon an addreſs to his Ma- 
© jefty touching the convention. & XX. Meſſage from 
the throne touching a ſubſidy to Denmark, and a power 
to augment the forces of the kingdom. I XXI. 
Parliament prorogued, & XXII. The King of Spain 
liſbes a manifeſto. & XXIII. The Emperor and 
. Carina conclude u peace with the Turks, & XXIV. 
Preparations for war in England. & XXV. Apo- 
logy in the "Houſe of Commons for the ſeceuing mem- 
bers. I XXVI. Penſion- bill revived, and loſt. 
$ XXVII. Porto-Bello. taten by Admiral Vernon. 
$ XXVIII. Hard froſt. & XXIX. Marriage of 
the Princeſs Mary to the Prince of Heſſe. & XXX. 
Strong armament ſent to the Weſt-Indies, & XXXI. 
Death of the Emperor and Cxarina. & XXXII. 
Proceedings in Parliament. & XX XIII. Seamens 
Bill. & XXXIV. Diſcontents- againſt the miniſtry. 
$ XXXV. Motion for removing Sir Robert Walpole 


_ from bis Majeſty's councils and preſence for ever. 

 SRXXXVI. Debate on the mutiny bill, $ XXXVII. 

Procerdinęs in the Houſe of Lords. & XXXVIII. 
1 Cloſe of tbe laſt ſelſion f this Parliament. 


BOOK FI. „ N had been opened at Niemerow in 

W Poland, to compromiſe the differences 

n 175%. between the Czarina and the Grand Signor: but this 

Proving ineffettual, the Emperor declared war againſt 

the Turks, and demanded affiſtance from the diet 

of the empire. He concerted the operations of the 

campaign with the Empreſs of Muſcovy. It was BM 
agreed, that the Imperialiſts, under Count Secken- 

dorf ſhould attack Widin in Servia, while the 

Ruſſians, commanded by Count de Munich, ſhould 

- penetrate to the Ukraine, and beſiege Oczakow; on 

the Boriſthenes. They accordingly advanced * 
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rance, that the Turks were terrified at their valour, 


and in a few days capitulated. Among thoſe who . 


ſignaliſed themſelves by uncommon marks of prow- 


eſs in theſe attacks, was General Keith, now Field- 


marſhal in the Pruſſian ſervice, who was dangerouſly 
wounded on this occaſion, Mean while Count 
Seckendorf, finding it impoſſible to reduce Widin 
without a ſquadron of ſhips on the Danube, turned 
his arms againſt Niſſa, which was ſurrendered to 
him on the eight and-twentieth day of July: but 
this was the fartheſt verge of his good fortune. The 
Turks attacked the poſt which the Imperialiſts oc- 


cupied along the Danube. They took the fort of 


Padudil, burned the town of Has in Wallachia, and 
plundered the neighbouring villages. The Prince 
of Saxe-Hildburghauſen, who had inveſted Bagna- 


lack in Boſnia, was defeated, and obliged to repaſs 
the Saave. Count Seckendorf was recalled to Vi- 


enna; and the command of the army devolved upon 


Count Philippi. Count Kevenhuller was obliged 
to retreat from Servia ; and Niſſa was retaken by the 


Muſſulmen. The conferences at Niemerow were 
broken off; and the Turkiſh Plenipotentiaries re- 
turned to Conſtantinople. E 

F II. The kingdom of Poland now enjoyed the 
moſt perfe& repoſe under the dominion of Avguſtus, 
Ferdinand, the old Duke of Courland, dying with- 


I out iſſue, the ſucceſſion was difputed-by the Teuto- 
nick order and the kingdom of Poland, while the 


States of Courland claimed a right of election, and 
ſent deputies to Peterſburgh, imploring the protec- 
tion of the Czarina, A body of Ruſſian troops im- 


mediĩately entered that country: and the States elect- 
ed the Count de Biron, High-Chamberlain to the 
Empreſs of Muſcovy, The Elector of Cologn, - as 
0 | B 2 | _ "Grand 


this place, which was garrifoned by twenty-thouſand c HA 
men; and on the ſide of the Boriſthenes defended, . 
by eighteen gallies. The Mouſcovites carried on 4444, © 
their approaches with ſuch impetuoſity and perſeve- 


vi. 
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1 © 0K Grand- maſter of the Teutonick order, proteſted 
5 * againſt this election; but the King of Poland agreed 
lng cen to it, on certain conditions ſettled at Dantzick with 
9 the commiſſaries of the new Duke and thoſe of the 
Czarina. In the month of July, John Gaſton de 
Medicis, Great Duke of Tuſcany, died at Florence; 
and the Prince de Craon took poſſeſſion of his ter- 
ritories, in the name of the Duke of Lorraine, to 
whom the Emperor had already granted the even- 
tual inveſtiture of that duchy. hs. 
8 HE. In England, the attention of the publick 
was attracted by an open breach in the royah family. 
J he princeſs of Wales had advanced to the very laſt 
month of her pregnancy. before the King and Queen 
were informed of her being with child. She was 
twice conveyed from Hampton-Court to the palace 
of St. James's, when her labour-pains were ſuppoſed 
to be approaching; and at length was delivered of 
a princeſs in about two hours after her arrival. The 
King being appriſed of this event, ſent a meſſage 
by the Earl of Eſſex to the Prince, expreſſing his 
diſpleaſure at the conduct of his Royal Highneſs, as 
an indignity offered to himſelf and the Queen, The 
Prince deprecated his Majeſty's anger in ſeveral 
ſubmiſſive letters, and implored the Queen's me- 
8 dilation. The Princeſs joined her entreaties to thoſe 
| of his Royal Highneſs: but all theif humility and. 
ſupplication proved ineffectual. The King, in ano- 
ther meſſage ſent by the Duke of Grafton; obſerved, 
that the Prince had removed the Princeſs twice in 
the week immediately preceding the day of her de- 
livery from the place of his Majeſty's reſidence, in 
expectation of her labour; and both times, on his 
return, induſtriouſly concealed from the knowledge 
of the King and Queen every circumſtance relating 
to this important affair: that at laſt, without giving 
any notice to their Majeſties, he had precipitately 
_ hurried the Princeſs from Hampton-Court,;'in a 
condition not to be named: that the whole * 
| 0 


J 
of his conduct, for a conſiderable time, had been GAY 
ſo entirely void of all real duty to the King, that. m 
his Majeſty had reaſon” to be highly offended with «737 
him. He gave him to underſtand, that until he 
ſhould withdraw his regard and confidence from 
thoſe by whoſe inſtigation and advice he was direc- - 
ted and encouraged in his unwarrantable behaviour 
to his Majeſty and the Queen, and return to his 
duty, he ſhould not reſide in the palace: he, there- 
fore, ſignified his pleaſure that he ſhould leave St. 
James's, with all his family, when it could be done 
without prejudice or inconvenience to the Princeſs. 
In obedience to this order, the Prince retired 'to 
Kew, and made other efforts to be re admitted intb 
his Majeſty's favour, which however, he could not 
retrieve. Whatever might have been his deſign in 
concealing ſo long from the King and Queen the 

regnancy of the Princeſs, and afterwards hurrying 

er from place to place in ſuch a condition, to rhe 

manifeſt hazard of her life, his Majeſty had certainly 
_ cauſe to be offended at this part of his conduct; 
though the puniſhment ſeems to have been ſevere, 
if not rigorous; for he was not even admitted into 
the preſence of the Queen his mother, to expreſs his 
duty to her, in her-Jaſt moments, to implore her 
forgiveneſs, and receive her laſt bleſſing. She died 
of a mortification in her bowels, on the twentieth 
day of November, in the fifty-fifch year of her age, 
regretted as a Princeſs of uncommon ſagacity, and 
'as a pattern of conjugal virtue, nas | 
F \ IV. The King opened the ſeſſion of Parliament 
on the twenty-fourth day of January, with a ſhorc 
= ſpeech, recommending the diſpatch of the publick 
= buſineſs with prudence and unanimity. Each Houſe 
preſented a warm addreſs of condolence on the 
Queen's death, with which he ſeemed to be ex- 
tremely affected. Though the Houſe of Commons 
unanimouſly ſympathiſed with the King in his afflic- 
tion, the miniſter ſtill met with contradictien in 
4 | 3 ſome 
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' Boo x ſome of his favourite meaſures. One would ima: 
n. pine that all the arguments for and againſt a ſtand- 
ing army in time of peace had been already ex- 

77 hauſted; but, when it was moved that the ſame 
number of land forces which they had voted in the 
preceding year ſhould be continued in pay for the 
enſuing year, the diſpute was renewed with ſurpriſing 
yivacity, and produced ſome reaſons which had nor 

en ſuggeſted befare. The adherents of the mi- 
niſter fairly owned, that if the army ſhovld be diſ- 
banded, or even conſiderably reduced, they believed 
the Tory intereſt would prevail : that the preſent 
number of forces was abſolutely neceſſary to main- 
tain the peace of the kingdom, which was filled with 
clamour and diſcontent, as well as to ſupport the 
Whig intereſt ; and that they would vote for keep- 
ing up four times the number, ſhould: it. be found 
expedient for that purpoſe. The members in the 
oppoſition replied, that this declaration was a ſevere 
ſatire on the miniſtry, whoſe conduct had given 
birth to ſuch a ſpirit of diſcontent. They ſaid it 
_ was in effect a tacit acknowledgement, that what 
they called the Whig intereſt was no more than an 
inconſiderable party, which had engroffed the admi- 
+ Nniſtration. by indirect methods; which acted con- 
trary to the ſenſe of the nation; and depended for 
ſupport upon a military. power, by which the people 
in general were overawed, and conſequently enſlaved. 
They affirmed, that the diſcontent of which the 
- miniſtry complained was in a great meaſure owing to 
that very ſtanding army, which perpetuated their 
taxes, and hung over their heads as the inſtru- 
ments of arbitrary power and opprefſion. Lord 
Polwarth explained the nature of Whig principles, 
and demonſtrated that the party which diſtinguiſhed 
itſelf by this appellation, no longer retained the 
maxims by which the Whigs were originally charac- 
teriſed. Sir John Hynde Cotton, who ſpoke with 
the courage and freedom of an ald Engliſh Baron, 
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who acted on true Whig principles, vote ſot a ſtand, Y*: 


ing army in time of peace, I have heard of 
« Whigs (ſaid he) who oppoſed all unlimited votes 
& of credit: 1 have heard of Whigs who looked 
e upon corruption as the greateſt curſe that could 

<«. befall any nation: I have heard of Whigs who 
« eſteemed the liberty of the preſs to be the moſt 
© valuable privilege of a free people. and trieonial 
« Parliaments as the greateſt bulwark of their liber - 


ce ties z and I have heard of a Whig adminiſtration 


© which has reſented injuries done to the trade © 

ee the nation, and revenged inſults offered to the 
« Britiſh: flag.” — The miniſtey triumphed as uſual; 
and the ſame number of forces was continued. 

8 V. Ever fince the treaty of Seville, the Spa- 
niards in America bad almoſt inceſſantly inſulted 
and diſtreſſed the commerce of -Great-Britain. They 
diſputed the right of Engliſn ttadets to cut logwood 
in the bay of Campeachy, and gather ſalt on the 
illand of Tortugas ; though that right was acknow- 
ledged by implication in all the treaties which had 
been lately concluded between the two nations. The 
Captains of their armed veſſels, known by the name 
of guatda · coſtas, had made a practice of boarding 
and plundering Britiſh ſhips, on pretence of ſearch- 
ing for contraband commodities, on which occaſions 
they had behaved with the utmoſt inſolence, cruelty, 
and rapine. Some of their ſhips of war had actually 
attacked a fleet of Engliſh merchaat-ſhips' at the 
= iſland of Tortugas, as if they had been at open en- 
muy with England. They had ſeized and detained 
2 great number of Britiſh veſſels, impriſoned their 
crews, and confifcated their cargoes, in violation of 
treaties, in defiance of common juſtice and huma- 
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nity. Repeated memorials were preſented to the 


court of 5pain, by the Britiſh Ambaſſador! at Ma- 
drid. He was amuſed with evaſive anſwers; vague 
promiſes of enquiry, and 2 
Steh, : 4 to 
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Book to the Spaniſh Governors in America, to which 
If. they paid no ſort of regard. Not but that the Spa- 


niards had reaſon to complain, in their turn, of the 
illicit commerce which the Engliſh traders from Ja- 
maica and other iſlands carried on with their ſub- 
jects on the continent of South-America: though 
this could not juſtify the depredations and cruelties 
which the commanders of the guarda coſtas had 
committed, without provocation or pretence. 
FVI. The merchants of England loudly com- 
plained of theſe outrages: the nation was fired with 
reſentment, and cried for vengeance; but the mini- 
ſter appeared cold, phlegmatick, and timorous, He 
knew that a war would involve him in ſuch difficul- 
ties as mult of neceſſity endanger his adminiſtration. 
The treaſure which he now employed for domeſtick 
purpoſes, muſt in that caſe be expended in military 
armaments: the wheels of that machine on which he 
had raiſed his influence would no longer move: the 
oppolition- would of conſequence gain ground, and 
the impolition of freſh taxes, neceſſary for the main= 
tenance of the war, would fill up the meaſure of 
pular reſentment againſt his perſon and miniſtry. 
oved by theſe conſiderations, he induſtriouſly en- 
deavoured to avoid a rupture, and to obtain ſome 
| fort of ſatisfaction by dint of memorials and nego- 
cCiations, in which he betrayed his own fears to ſuch 
a degree, as animated the Spaniards to perſiſt in 
their depredations, and encouraged the court of 
Madrid to diſregard the remonſtrances of theè Bri- 
tiſh Ambaſſador, But his apprehenſion of war did. 
not proceed from Spain only: the two branches of 
the Houſe of Bourbon were now united by politicks, 
as well as by conſanguinity ;; and he did not doubt, 
that, in caſe of a rupture with Spain, they would 
Join their forces againſt. Great-Britain. Petitions 
were delivered to the Houſe by merchants from dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom, explaining the repeated 
violences to which they had been expoſed, and im- 
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ploring relief of the Parliament. Theſe: were re- CHF. 
ferred to a committee of the whole Houſe; and an (ay 
order was made to admit the petitioners, if they 1737 
W ſhould think fit, to be heard by themſelves or by © 
counſel. Sir John Barnard moved for an addreſs to 
che King, that all the memorials and papers relating 
W to the Spaniſh depredations ſhould be laid before the 
W Houſe ; and this, with ſome alteration propoſed by  - 
Sir Robert Walpole, was actually preſented. In 
compliance with the requeſt, an enormous multitude 
of letters and memorials was produce. 
S8 VII. The Houſe, in a grand committee, pro- 
ceeded to hear counſel for the merchants, and exa- 
mine evidence; by which it appeared that amazing 
acts of wanton cruelty and injuſtice had been perpe- 
= trated by Spaniards on the ſubjects of Great · Britain. 
= Mr. Pulteney expatiated upon theſe circumſtances 
of barbarity. He demonſtrated, from treaties, the 
right of the Britiſh traders to the logwood of Cam- 
peachy, and to the ſalt of Tortugas : he expoſed the 
pulillanimity of the miniſter, and the futilicy of his 
negociations : he moved for ſuch reſolutions: as would 
evince the reſentment of an injured nation, and the 
= vigour of a Britiſh Parliament. Theſe were warmly 
combated by Sir Robert Walpole, who affirmed, 
they would cramp the miniſters in their endeavours 
to compromiſe: theſe differences: that they would 
fruſtrate their negotiations, entrench upon the King's 
= prerogative, and precipitate-the nation into an un- 
= neceſlary and expenſive war. Anſwers produced 
== replies, and a general debate enſued. A reſolution 
was reported; but the queſtion being put for re- 
committing it, was carried in the negative. The 
Houſe, however, agreed to an addreſs, beſeeching 
his M to uſe his endeayours to obtain effectual 
relief for his injured ſubjects, ta convince the court 
= of Spain that his Majeſty could no longer ſuffer ſuch 
& conlitanc and repeated inſults and injuries to be car- 
{ fied on, to the diſnonour af his crown, and to the 
io I ors | ruin 
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BOOK ruin of his trading ſubjects and aſſuring him, that 
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II. in caſe his royal and friendly inſtances with the 


cc cholick King ſhould miſcarry, the Houſe would 


1757. effectually ſupport his Majeſty in taking ſuch mea- 


ſures as honour and juſtice ſnould make it neceſſary 
for him to purſue. To this addreſs the King made 
a favourable anſwer. 


An. 1738. § VIII. The next important ſubject on which 


4 
if 
'| 
1 

| 
* 
24 

f 


both ſides exerciſed their talents, was a bill prepared 
and brought in by Mr. Pulteney, for the more effec · 
tual ſecuring the trade of his Majeſty's ſubjects in 
America. This was no other than the revival of 
part of two acts paſſed in the reign of Queen Anne, 
by which the property of all prizes taken from the 
enemy was veſted in the captors: while the Sove- 
reign was empowered to grant commiſſions or char- 

ters to any perſons or ſocieties, for taking any ſhips, 
goods, harbours, lands, or fortifications of the na- 
tion's enemies in America, and for holding and 
enjoying the ſame as their own property and eſtate 
for ever. The miniſtry endeavoured to evade the 
diſcuſſion of this bill, by amuſing the Houſe with 
other buſineſs, until an end ſhould be put to the 
ſeſſion. A mean artifice was practiſed with this 
view; and ſome ſevere altercation paſſed between 
Sir Robert Walpole and Mr. Pulteney. At length 
the bill was read, and gave riſe to a very long and 
warm conteſt, in which the greateſt orators of both 
fides found opportunities to diſplay their eloque 
and ſatire. Mr, Pulteney defended the bill with 
the ardour of paternal affection; but, notwithſtand- 

ing his warmeſt endeavours, it was rejected upon a 
diviſion, | | | PRE wn | 2 
IX. When the mutiny- bill was ſent up to the 
Houſe of Lords, a long debate aroſe upon the num- 
ber of troops voted for the enſuing year. Lord 
Carteret explained the ſituation of affairs, in almoſt 
every nation of Europe, with great conciſeneſs and 
preciſion, . He demonſtrated the improbability of 
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s rupture between Great-Britain and any powerCHAP, 
againſt which a land army could be of any ſervice. VI. 
He examined the domeſtick circumſtances of the 
nation; and proved, that whatever diſcontents there 2828 
might be in the kingdom, there was little or no diſ- 
affection, and no ſeeming deſign to overturn or 

W diſturb the government. In anſwer to an argu- 
ment, that ſuch a number of regular forces was ne- 
ceſſary for preventing or quelling tumults, and for 
enabling the civil magiſtrate to execute the laws of 

his country, he expreſſed his hope that he ſhould 
never ſee the nation reduced to ſuch unfortunate cir- 
cumſtances : he ſaid, a law which the civil power 

W was unable to execute muſt either be in itſelf oppreſ- 

W five, or ſuch a one as afforded a handle for oppreſ- 

ſion. In arguing for a reduction of the forces, be 
took notice of the great increaſe of the national 
W expence. He obſerved, that before the Revolution, 

the people of England did not-raiſe above two mil- 

lions for the whole of the publick charge ; but now 
what was called the current expence, for which the 
Parliament annually provided, exceeded that ſum ; 
beſides the civil liſt, the intereſt due to the publick 
creditors, and the ſinking fund, which, added toge- 

ther, compoſed a burthen of ſix millions yearly, 

The Earl of Cheſterfield, on the ſame ſubject, 
affirmed, that ſlavery and arbitrary power were the 
certain conſequences of keeping up a ſtanding army 

for any number of years. It is the machine by 
which the chains of ſlavery are rivetted upon a free 
people. They may be ſecretly prepared by corrup- 

= £00; but, unleſs a ſtanding army protected thoſe 
that forged them, the people would break them 

= aſunder, and chop off the polluted hands by which 

= they were prepared. By degrees a free people muſt 

be accuſtomed to be governed by an army: by 
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= degrees that army muſt be made rang enough to 
= hold them in ſubjection. England had for many 
| years been accuſtomed to a ſtanding army, under 

| 8 . pretence 
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BOOK pretence of its being neceſſary to "aſſiſt the civil il 
” pn BP power; and by degrees the number and ſtrength of 
2738. it have been increaſing. At the acceſſion, of the late 
King it did not exceed fix thouſand: it ſoon amoun- 
ted to double that number, which has been fince 
augmented under various pretenees. He therefore 
concluded, that ſlavery, under the diſguiſe of an 
army for protecting the liberties of the people, was 
creeping in upon them by degrees: if no reduction 
ſhould be made, he declared he ſhould expect in a 
few years to hear ſome miniſter, or favourite of a 
miniſter, terrifying the Houſe with imagtnary plots 
and invaſions, and making the tour of Europe in 
ſcarch of poſſible dangers, to ſhow the neceſſity 
of keeping up a mercenary ſtahding army, three 
times as numerous as the preſent. In ſpite of theſe 
ſuggeſtions, the ſtanding army maintained its ground. 
The ſame noblemen, alſiſted by Lord Bathurſt, diſs 
tinguiſhed themſelves in a debate upon the Spaniſh 
depredations, which comprehended the ſame argu- 
ments that were uſed in the Houſe of Commons. 
1 hey met with the ſame ſucceſs in both. Reſolu- 
tions equivalent to thoſe of the Lower Houſe were 
taken: an addreſs was preſented ; and his Majeſty 
aſſured them he woyld repeat, in the moſt preſſing 
manner, his inſtances at the court of Spain, in or- 
der to obtain ſatisfaction and ſecurity for his ſuhjects 
trading to America, This affurance was renewed 
in his ſpeech at the cloſe of the ſeſſion, on the twen- 
tieth of May, when the Parliament was prorogued, 
$ X. At this period the Princeſs of Wales was 
delivered of a ſon, who was baptiſed by the name 
of George, now King of Great-Britain, His birth 
'was celebrated with uncommon rejoicings: addreſſes 
of congratulation were preſented to the King by the 
two umverſitics, and by almoſt all the cities and 
communities of the kingdom. But the Prince of 
Wales ſtill laboured under the diſpleaſure of his 
Majeſty, ho had ordered the Lord- Chamberlain to 


ſignify 
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Gbniſy in the Gazette, that no perſon who viſited * "= | 
che Prince ſhould be admitted to the court of St.. 4 
W James's. His Royal Highneſs was diveſted of all 1733. -þ 
the external marks of royalty, and lived like a pri 
vate gentleman, cultivating the virtues of a ſocial 
lite, and enjoying the beſt fruits of conjugal felicity. WS 
In the latter end of this month, Rear-Admiral - Rad- „ 
aock ſect ſail with a ſtrong ſquadron for the Mediter- | 2 
Er ancan, which it was hoped would give weight to 
the negociation of the Britiſh miniſter at the court 
of Madrid. The act to diſcourage the retail of 
ſpirituous liquors had incenſed the populace to ſuch 
W a degree as occaſioned numberleſs tumults in the 
cities of London and Weſtminſter. They were ſo 4 
addicted to the uſe of that pernicious compound, i 
= koown by the appellation. of gin or geneva, that they 6 
ran all riſques rather than forego it entirely; and ſo 2 
little regard was paid to the law by which it was 
prohibited, that in leſs. than two years twelve thou- 
ſand perſons within the bills of mortality were con- 
victed of having ſold it illegally, Nearly one half 
of that number were caſt in the penalty of one hun- 
dred pounds: and three thouſand perſons paid ten 
pounds each, for an exemption from the diſgrace 
of being committed to the houſe of correction. 
S XI. The war maintained by the Emperor and 
the Czarina againſt the Ottoman Porte, had not yet 
produced any deciſive event. Count Seckendorf 
was diſgraced and confined, on account of the ill 
ſucceſs of the laſt campaign. General Doxat was 
tried by a council of war at Belgrade, and condemned 
co death, for having ſurrendered to the enemy the 
WF town of Niſſa, in which he commanded. The diet 
of the empire, granted ,a ſubſidy of fifty Roman 
months to the Emperor, who began to make vigo- * 
rous preparations for the enſuing campaign: but, in 
the mean time, Ragatſki, Vaivode of Tranſylvania, 
revolted againſt the Houſe of Auſtria, and brought a 
{ conliderable army into the field, under the protec- 
21 55" ol 
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| BOOK tion of the Grand Signor. He was immediately 
n. proclaimed a rebel, and a price ſet upon his head 
— the court of Vienna. The Turks taking the fiel 
. 373% early, reduced the fort of Uſitza and Meadia, and 
_ undertook. the ſiege of Orſova, which, however, 
they abandoned at the approach of the Imperial 
army, commanded by the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, 
aſſiſted by Count Konigſegg. The Turks, being 
reinforced, marched back, and attacked the Impe- 
rialiſts, by whom they were repulſed after an obſti. 
nate engagement. The Germans, notwithſtanding 
this advantage, repaſſed the Danube; and then the 
infidels made themſelves maſters of Orſova, where 
they found a fine train of artillery, deſigned for 
the ſiege of Widin. By the conqueſt of this place, 
the Turks laid the Danube open to their gallies and 
veſſels ; and the Germans retired under. the cannon 
of Belgrade. In the. Ukraine, the Ruſſians under 
General Count Munich obtained the advantage over 
the Turks in two engagements ; and General Lacy 
routed the Tartars of the Crimea : but they returned 
in greater numbers, and harraſſed the Muſcovites in 
ſuch a-manner, by intercepting their proviſions, and 
deſtroying the country, that they were obliged to 
. abandon the lines of Precops. 1D 
F XII, In the month of October, an affair of 
very ſmall importance produced a rupture between 
the King of Denmark and the EleQor of Hanover. 
A detachment of Hanoverians took by aſſault the 
- caſtle of Steinhorſt, belonging to the Privy Coun- 
ſellor Wederkop, and defended by thirty Daniſh 
dragoons, who had received orders to repel force 
by force. Several men were killed on both ſides, 
before the Hanoverians could enter the place, when 
the garriſon was diſarmed, and conducted to the 
frontiers. This petty diſpute, about a ſmall terri- 
tory which did not yield the value of one thouſand 
pounds a year, had well nigh involved Hanover in a 
war, which, in all probability, Great-Britain _ 
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land and Denmark. | 
XIII. The ſeſſion of Parliament was opened on 


ſpeech to both Houſes, gave them to underſtand, 


W him and the King of Spain, who had obliged him- 
elf to make reparation to the Britiſh ſubjects fot 


W Plenipotentiaries were named and appointed for re- 
W gulating, within a limited time, all thoſe grievances 
and abuſes which had hitherto interrupted the com- 
| merce of Great-Britain in the American ſeas ; and 
for ſettling all matters in diſpute, in ſuch a manner 
as might for the future prevent and remove all new 
cauſes and prerences of complaint. The motion for 


Houſe, the nature of it was well known to the leaders 
of the oppoſition. Sir William Wyndham obſerved, 
that if the miniſtry had made the reſolutions taken 
by the Parliament in the laſt ſeffion the foundation 


the ſenſe of Parliament, either a defenſive treat) 
might have been obtained, or by this time the wor 


other than a preliminary; and, in all probability, a 
very bad preliminary. He ſuppoſed the miniſter 
dad ventured to clothe ſome of his creatures with 


they might do it if they durſt. Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, in anſwer to theſe ſuggeſtions, affirmed, that 
WF the miniſtry had on this occaſion obtained more than 
ever on like occaſions was known to be obtained; 
that they had reconciled the peace of their country 
with her true intereſt; that this peace was attended 

IS with 


15 


have maintained : but this diſpute was compro- E H Ar. 
miſed by a convention between the Kings of Eng- 


1731. 


the firſt of day February, when the King, in his 


y that a convention was concluded and ratified between 


their loſſes, by certain ſtipulated payments: the 


an addreſs of approbation was diſputed as uſual. 
Though the convention was not yet laid before the 


ot their demands; if they had diſcovered a reſolu- 
W tion to break off all treating, rather than depart from 


would have been known: but, by what appeared 
from his Majeſty's ſpeech, the convention was no 


full powers to give up the rights of the nation; for 
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BO ok With all the advantages that the moſt ſucceſsful arms 
Il. could have procured : that future ages would conſi- 
. der this as the moſt glorious period of our hiſtory; 
and do juſtice to the councils that produced the 
happy event, which every gentleman diveſted of paſ- 
ſion and prejudice was ready to do; and which, he 
believed, the . preſent age, when rightly informed, 
would not refuſe. In a word, he extolled his own c 
convention with the moſt extravagant encomiums. 
XIV. The Houſe reſolved to addreſs the King, te 
that copies of all the memorials, repreſentations, ti 

letters, and papers, preſented to his Majeſty, or his 
Secretary of State, relating to depredations, ſhould 
i be ſubmitted to the peruſal of the Houſe: but ſome 
members in the oppoſition were not contented with 
this reſolution. Then Mr. Sandys, who may be 
termed the © Motion - maker, moved for an addreſs, 
deſiring that the Houſe might inſpect all letters 
written, and inſtructions given by the Secretaries of 
State, or Commiſſioners of the Admitalty, to any of 
the Britiſh governors in America, or any Commander 
in Chief, or Captains of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, 
or his Majeſty's Miniſter at the Court of Spain, or 
any of his Majeſty's Conſuls in Europe, ſince the 
treaty of Seville, relating to loſſes which the Britiſh 
ſubjects had ſuſtained by means of depredations 
committed by the ſubjects of Spain in Europe and 
America. This was an unreaſonable propoſal, ſug- 
* by the ſpirit of animoſity and faction. Mr. 
H. Walpole juſtly obſerved, that a compliance with 
ſuch an addreſs might lay open the moſt private 
tranſactions of the cabinet, and diſcover ſecrets that 
ought, for the good of the kingdom, to be con- 
cealed, It 7 diſcover to the Court of Spain 
the ultimatum of the King's demands and conceſſions, 
and the nation would thereby be deprived of many 
advantages which it might reap, were. no ſuch diſco- 
very made, He ſaid, that as ſoon. as the differences 
betwixt the two Courts ſhould arrive ac ſuch a N 
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and not before, the confuls were inſtructed to give e HA. 
notice to the merchants, that they might retire in YE 
time wich their effects; but ſhould ſuch inſtruction 77. 
come to the knowledge of the Spaniards, it would * 5 
be a kind of watch- word to put them on their guard, 
and unavoidably occaſion the ruin of many thouſands 

of Britiſh ſubjects. Certain it is, no goverament 
could act either in external or domeſtick affairs with 
proper influence, dignity, and diſpatch, if every let- 

ter and inſtruction relating to an unfiniſhed negocia- 
tion ſhould be expoſed to the view of ſuch a nu- 

W merous aſſembly, compoſed of individuals actuated 
by motives in themſelves diametrically oppoſite, 
The motion being rejected by the majority, the ſame 
gentleman moved again for an addreſs, that his Ma- 
jeſty would give directions for laying before the 
= Houſe copies of ſuch memorials or repreſentations 
as had been made; either to the King of Spain or 

W to his Miniſters, ſince the treaty of Seville, relating 
to the depredations committed in Europe or Ame- 
rica. A debate enſued; and, upon a diviſion, the 
W queſtion paſſed in the negative, Py 
$ XV. The Houſe, in a committee of ſupply, 

voted twelve thouſand ſeamen for the ſervice of the 
enſuing year, and the ſtanding army was continued 
W without reduction; though powerfully attacked by 

W the whole ſtrength of the oppoſition, The Com- 
= mons likewiſe ordered an addreſs to his Majeſty, 
| for the copies of ſeveral memorials ſince the treaty 
of Seville, touching the rights of Great- Britain, or 
any infraction of treaties which had not been laid 
bdefore them. Theſe were accordingly ſubmitted to 
the inſpection of the Houſe. By this time the con- 
vention itſelf was not only preſented to the Com- 
mons, but alſo publiſned for the information of the 


people. Divers merchants, planters, and others 
trading to America, the cities of London and Briſtol, 
the merchants of Liverpool, and the owners of ſun- 

dry ſhips which had been ſeized by the- Spaniards, 
C offered 
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BOOK offered petitions againſt the convention, by which 
the ſubjects of Spain were ſo far from giving up their 
2738 groundleſs and unjuſtifiable practice of viſiting and 
* — 1 Britiſh ſhips ſailing to and from the Britiſh 
plantations, that they appeared to have claimed the 
power of doing it as a right: for they inſiſted that 
the differences which had ariſen concerning it ſhould 
be referred to Plenipotentiaries, to be diſcuſſed by 2 
them, without even agreeing to abſtain from fuch 
. viſitation and ſearch during the time that the diſ- 
cuſſion of this affair might laſt. They, therefore, ⁵⁶ 
prayed that they might have an opportusfty of 
er heard, and allowed to repreſent the great im- 
portance of the Britiſh trade to and from the plan- 
tations in America; the clear indiſputable righc 
which they had to enjoy it, without being ſtopped, 
viſited, or ſearched, by the Spaniards, on any pre- 
tence whatſoever; and the certain inevitable de- 
ſtruction of all the riches and ſtrength derived to 
Great-Britain from that trade, if a ſearch of Britiſh 
ſhips ſailing to and from their own plantations 
ſhould be tolerated upon any pretext, or under any 
reſtrictions, or even if the freedom of this naviga- 
tion ſhould continue much longer in a ſtate of un- 
certainty. Theſe petitions were referred to the com- 
mittee appointed to conſider of the convention. 
Another remonſtrance was likewiſe preſented by the 
truſtees for eſtabliſhing the colony of Georgia, ſet- 
ting forth, that the King of Spain claimed that co- 
lony as part of his territories; and that by the con- 
vention, the 22 of the limits of Carolina and 
Florida was referred to the determination of Pleni-„ 
potentiaries; ſo that the colony of Georgia, which 
undoubtedly belonged to the Crown of Great-Bri- 
_ tain, was left in diſpute, while the ſettlers remained 
in the moſt precarious and dangerous ſituation. It 
was moved that the merchants ſhould he heard by 
their counſel; but the propoſal was ſtrenuouſly 


oppoſed 


et dee en 


sed by the miniſtry, and rejefted upon a di- c. r. 


W viſon. | 


S XVI. This famous convention, concluded at 3738. 


f the Pardo on the fourteenth day of January, im- 
ported, That within ſix weeks, to be reckoned from 


the day on which the ratifications were exchanged, 
two Miniſters Plenipotentiaries ſhould meet at Mad- 
rid, to confer, and finally regulate the reſpective pre- 
tenſions of the two Crowns, with relation to the 


trade and navigation in America and Europe, and 
to the limits of Florida and Carolina, as well as 


concerning other points which remained likewiſe to 
be adjuſted, according to the former treaties ſub- 


ſiſting between the two nations: That the Plenipo- 
tentiaries ſhould finiſh their conferences within the 
ſpace of eight months: That in the mean time no 
= progreſs ſhould be made in the fortifications of Flo- 
WF rida and Carolina: That his Catholick Majeſty 
= ſhould pay to the King of Great-Britain the ſum of 
ninety- five thouſand pounds, for a balance due to 


the crown and ſubjects of Great- Britain, after de- 


duction made of the demands of the crown and ſub- 
jects of Spain: That this ſum ſhould be employed 
for the ſatisfaction, diſcharge, and payment of the 
demands of the Britiſh ſubjects upon the crown of 
Spain: That this reciprocal diſcharge, however, 
ſhould not extend or relate to the accounts and dif- 
We ferences which ſubſiſted and were to be ſettled be- 
been the crown of Spain and the Aſſiento com- 
= pany, nor to any particular or private contracts that 
might ſubſiſt between either of the two crowns, or 


3 their miniſters, with the ſubjects of the other; or 
between the ſubjects and ſubjeRs of each nation re- 
ſpectively: That his Catholick Majeſty ſhould cauſe 


de ſum of ninety-five thouſand pounds to be paid 


at London within four months, to be reckoned from 


the day on which the ratifications were exchanged. 

Such was the ſubſtance of that convention, which 

alarmed and provoked the merchants and —_— 
l | 
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BO OK of Great-Britain, excited the indignation of all thoſe 
. who retained any regard for the honour of their 
country, and raiſed a general cry againſt the miniſter 
78. who ſtood at the helm of adminiſtration. 

$ XVII. The eyes of the whole kingdom were 
now turned upon the Houſe of Commons. The 
two contending parties ſummoned their whole force 
for the approaching diſpute: on the day appointed 
for conſidering the convention, four hundred mem- 
bers had taken their ſeats by eight in the morning. 
In a committe of the whole Houle, certain Weſt- 
India merchants and planters were heard againſt the 
convention: ſo that this and the following day were 
employed in reading papers and obtaining informa- 
tion. On the eighth day of March, Mr. H. Wal- 
pole having launched out in the praiſe of that agree- 
ment, moved for an addreſs of approbation to his 
Majeſty. He was ſeconded by Mr. Campbell, of 
Pembrokeſhire; and the debate began with extra- 
- ordinary ardour. He who firſt diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf in the liſts was Sir Thomas Sanderſon, at that 
time treaſurer to the Prince of Wales, afterwards 
Earl of Scarborough. All the officers and adherents 

of his Royal Highneſs had joined the oppoſition; 
and he hiraſelf on this occaſion ſat in the gallery, to 
hear the debate on ſuch an important tranſaction. 
Sir Thomas Sanderſon obſerved, that the Spaniards 
by the convention, inſtead of giving us reparation, 
had obliged us to give them a general releaſe. They 
had not allowed the word Satisfaction to be ſo much 
as once mentioned in the treaty. Even the Spaniſh 


pirate who had cut off the ear of Captain Jenkins*?, al 
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Captain Jenkins was maſtef of a Scottiſh merchant ſhip. - He 
was boarded by the Captain of a Spaniſh guarda-coſta, who treated 
bim in the moſt barbarous manner. The Spaniards, after having 
. rummaged his . veſſel for what they called contraband commodities, 
without finding any thing to juſtify their ſearch, inſulted Jenkins 
with the moſt opprobrious invectives. They tore off one of his cars, 
bidding him carry it to his King, and tell him they would ſerve hum 
in the ſame manner ſhould an opportunity offer z they tortured — 
* 


0% r n 


perſon of the King —an expreſſion which no Britiſh 
ſubje& could decently repeat an expreſſion which 
no man that had a regard for his Sovereign could 
ever forgive—even this fellow lived to enjoy the 
fruits of his rapine, and remained a living teſtimony 
Jof the cowardly tameneſs and mean ſubmiſſion of 
WEGreat-Britain ; of the triumphant haughtineſs and 
Witubborn pride of Spain. Lord Gage, one of the 
moſt keen, ſpirited, and ſarcaſtick orators in the 
Houſe, ſtated in this manner the account of the 
ſatisfaction obtained from the Court of Spain by 
the convention : The loſſes ſuſtained by the Spaniſh 
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W ſand pounds: then forty-five thouſand were ſtruck 
off for prompt payment: he next allotted ſixty 
dioofand pounds as the remaining part of a debt 


her fleet by Sir George bang though it appeared by 


the inſtructions on the tab 
already amply ſatisfied on that head: theſe de- 


Vouth-Sea Company's paying immediately the ſum 
of ſixty-eight thouſand pounds, as a debt due to 


himfelf in the hands of ſuch barbarians ? I recommended my 


1.0% God, ſaid he, and my cauſe to my country.“ The behaviour of 

this brave ſeaman, the ſight of his ear, which was produced, with his 
account of the indignities which had been offered to the nation and 
Sovereign of Great-Britain, filled the whole Houſe with indignation. 
Jenkins was afterwards employed in the ſervice of the Eaſt-India 
company: he approved himſelf worthy of his fortune, in a long 


ps. 1 engagement with the pirate Angria, during which he behaved wi 
. extraordinary courage and dundust; 
= Que others that were under his convoy. 


depredations amounted to three hundred and forty 
thouſand pounds; the Commiſſary, by a ſtroke of 
his pen, reduced this demand to two hundred thou- 


pretended to be due to Spain, for the deſtruction of 
e, that Spain had been' 
ductions reduced the balance to ninty-five thouſand . 
pounds; but the King of Spain infiſted upon the 
| | him on one head of accounts, rhough, in other ar- 


with the moſt ſhocking cruelty, and threatened him with immediate 
death, This man was examined at the bar of the Houſe of Come 
mons, and being aſked by a member, what he thought when he 4 


and ſaved his own ſhip, with. 


nf . 


Aar 


and uſed the moſt inſulting expreſſion towards the c N Ar. 
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| Boo kticles, his Catholick Majeſty was indebted to the 
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Company a million over and above this demand: 
The remainder to be paid by Spain did not exceed 
ſeven-and-twenty thouſand pounds, from which ſhe 
inſiſted upon deducting whatever ſhe might have al- 
ready. given in ſatisfaction for any of the Britiſh 
ſhips that had been taken; and on being allowed 


the value of the St. Thereſa, a Spaniſh ſhip which 


had been ſeized in the port of Dublin. Mr. W. 
Pitt, with an energy of argument and diction pecu- 
liar to himſelf, declaimed againſt the convention, as 
inſecure, unſatisfactory, and diſhonourable to Great- 
Britain. He ſaid the great national ohjection, the 
ſearching of Britiſh ſhips, was not admitted, indeed, 
in the preamble; but ſtood there as the repraach of 
the whole, as the ſtrongeſt evidence of the fatal ſub- 
miſſion that followed: on the part of Spain, an 
uſurpation, an inhuman tyranny claimed and exer- 
ciſed over the American ſeas; on the part of Eng- 
land, an undoubted right by treaties, and from God 
and Nature declared and aſſerted in the reſolutions 
of Parliament; were now referred to the diſcuſſion of 
Plenipotentiaries, upon one and the ſame equal foot: 
This undoubted right was to be diſcuſſed and regu- 
lated ; and if to regulate be to preſcribe rules, as in 
all eonſtruction it is, that right was, by the expreſs 
words of the convention, to be given up and Gerks 
ficed; for it muſt ceaſe to he any thing from the 
moment it is ſubmitted to limitation, Mr. Lyttel- 
ton, with equal force and fluency, anſwered the 
ſpeech of Mr. H. Walpole. “After he had uſed 
many arguments to perſuade us to peace (ſaid he) 
« to any peace, good or bad, by pointing out the 
« dangers of a war, dangers I by no means allow 
& to be ſuch as he repreſents them, he crowned all 
« thoſe terrors with the name of the Pretender. It 
« would be the cauſe of the Pretender. The Pre- 
tender would come. Is the honourable gentle- 
& man ſenſible what this language imports ? The 
: 5 v 6b | 8 5 i f « people 
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people of England complain of the greateſt wrongs CH A. 
and indignities: they complain of the interrup- I. 
tion, the deſtruction of their trade: they think 
© the peace has left them in a worſe condition than 
before; and in anſwer to all theſe complaints, 
<< what are they told? Why, that their continuing 
to ſuffer all this, is the price they muſt pay to 
keep the King and his family on the throne of 
F< theſe realms. If this were true, it ought not to 
de owned: but it is far from truth; the very re- 
verſe is true. Nothing can weaken the family; 
nothing ſhake the eſtabliſhment, but ſuch mea- 
We <* ſures as theſe, and ſuch language as this.“ He 
affirmed, that if the miniſters had proceeded con- 
formably to the intentions of Parliament, they would 
either have ated with vigour, or have obtained a 
real ſecurity in an expreſs acknowledgement of our 
right not to be ſearched, as a preliminary, fine que 
non, to our treating at all, Inſtead of this, they 
had referred it to Plenipotentiaries. © Would you, 
* Sir, (ſaid he) ſubmit to a reference, whether you 
te may travel unmoleſted from your houſe in town 
« to your houſe in the country? Your right is clear 
and undeniable, why would you have it diſcuſſed? 
but much leſs would you refer it, if two of your 
We 5 judges belonged to a gang which has often ſtopped 
* and robbed you in your way thither before. 
The miniſters, in vindication of the convention, 
as aſſerted, that the ſatisfaction granted by Spain was 
adequate to the injury received: that it was only 


1 * 
718. 
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= the preliminary of a treaty which would remove all 
= cauſes of complaint: that war was always expenſive 
and detrimental to a trading nation, as well as un- 
Certain in its events: that France and Spain would 
certainly join their forces in caſe of a rupture with 
We Great-Britain: that there was not one Power in Eu- 
rope upon which the Engliſh could depend for ef- 
ſectoal aſſiſtance; and that war would favour the 
W caulc and deſigns of a popiſh Pretender. The Houſe, 
oy, C 4 | upon 


BO 0 K upon a diviſion, a to the addreſs; but when 2 
* motion was made for its being recommitted, the two 
Tn parties renewed the engagement with redoubled ea- 
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gerneſs and impetuoſity. Sir William Wyndham and 
Mr. Pulteney poured all the thunder of their elo- 
quence againſt the inſolence of Spain, and the con- 
ceſſions of the Britiſh miniſtry, Sir Robert Walpole 
exerted all his fortitude and dexterity in defence of 
himſelf and his meaſures, and the queſtion being 
put, the reſolutions for the addreſs were carried by a 
ſmall. majority. | i 
XVI. Then, Sir William Wyndham ſtanding 
up, made a pathetick remonſtrance upon this deter- 
mination. This addreſs (ſaid he) is intended ta 
© convince mankind, that the treaty under our con- 
te ſideration is a reaſonable and an honourable treaty, 
5 But if a majority of twenty-eight. in ſuch a full 
&« Houſe ſhould fail of that ſucceſs ; if the people 
« ſhould not implicitly reſign their reaſon to a vote 
* of this Houſe, what will be the conſequence 2 
c Will not the Parliament loſe its authority? Will 
« it not be thought, that even in the Parliament we 
ec are governed by a faction? and what the conſe- 
& quence of this may be, I leave to thoſe gentlemen 
to conſider, who. are now to give their-vote for 
tc this addreſs: for my own part, I will trouble you 
ce no more, but, with theſe my laſt words, I ſin- 
« cerely pray to Almightly God, who has ſo often 
& wonderfully protected theſe kingdoms, that he 
«& will graciouſly continue his protection over them, 
« by preſerving us from that impending danger 
ie which threatens the nation. from without, and 
« likewiſe from that , impending danger whic 

« threatens our conſtitution from within.“ The 
miniſter was on this occaſion deſerted by his uſual 


temper, and even provoked into perſonal abuſe, 


He declared, that the gentleman who was now the 
mouth of his opponents had been looked upon as 
the. head of thoſe traitors, who ates 

Wb n een e bot efore 
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f the Royal Family, in order to ſet a Popiſh pre- 
Wcnder upon the throne; that he was ſcized by the 
Wigilance of the then government, and pardoned by 
Ws clemency, but all the uſe he had ungratefully 
nade of that clemency, was to qualify himſelf ac- 
Wording to law, that he and his party rnight ſome 
ie or other have an opportunity to overthrow all 
aw. He branded them all as traitors, and ex- 
reſſed his hope, that their behaviour would unite 
u the true friends of the preſent happy eſtabliſh- 
nent. To ſuch a degree of mutual animoſity were 
both ſides inflamed, that the moſt eminent members 
ef the minority actually retired from Parliament; 
and were by the nation in general revered as martyrs 
o the liberty of the peopfle. J 
XIX. The diſpute occaſioned, by the conven- 
ion in the Houſe f Lords, was maintained with 
equal warmth, and perhaps with more abilities. 
WA fter this famous treaty had been conſidered, Lord 
Carteret ſuggeſted, that poſſibly one of the con- 
tracting powers had preſented a proteſt or declara- 
ion, importing that ſhe acceded to ſuch ar ſuch a 
Wmeaſure, only upon condition that the terms of that 
We proteſt or declaration ſhould be made good. He 
laid, that until his mind ſhould be free from the 
moſt diſtant ſuſpicion that ſuch a paper might exiſt 
in the preſent cafe, he could not fetm a juſt opinion 
f the tranſaction himſelf, nor communicate to their 
ordchips any light which might be neceſſary for 
bat purpoſe. The adherents to the miniſtry endea- 


eeneral aſſertions: but he inſiſted on his ſuſpicion 
with ſuch perſeverance, that at length the miniſtry 
produced the copy of a declaration made by the 
King of Spain before he ratified the convention, ſig- 
We nifying that his Catholick Majeſty reſerved to him- 
IF {1f, in its full force, the right of being able to 


ſuſpend the aſſiento of negroes, in caſe the company 
eee ſhould 
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oored to evade his curioſity in this particular, by 
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BOOK ſhould nor pay within a ſhort time the ſum of ſixty- 


I. 


1738. 


eight thouſand pounds ſterling, owing to Spain on 


the duty of negroes, or on the profit of the ſhip 
Caroline: That under the validity and force of this 
proteſt, the ſigning of the ſaid convention might be 
proceeded on, and in no other manner. In the 
debate that enſued, Lord Carteret diſplayed a ſur- 
priſing extent of political knowledge, recommended 
by all the graces of elocution, chaſte, pure, digni- 
fied, and delicate. Lord Bathurſt argued againſt 


the articles of convention with his ufual ſpirit, in- 


tegrity, and good ſenſe, particularly animated by 
an honeſt indignation which the wrongs of his 


country had inſpired. The Earl of Cheſterfield at- 


tacked this inglorious meaſure with all the weight of 
argument, and all the poignancy of fatire, The 
Duke of Argyle, no longer a partiſan of the mi- 
niſtry, inveighed againſt it as infamous, treacherous, 


and deſtructive, wich all the fire, impetuoſity, and 


enthuſiaſm of declamation. It was defended with 


unequal arms by the Duke of Newcaſtle, the Earl 
of Cholmondely, Lord Hervey, the Lord Chancel- 


lor, the Biſhop: of Saliſbury, and in particular by 
the Earl of Ilay, a nobleman of extenſive capacity 


and uncammon erudition ; remarkable for his know- 
ledge of the civil law, and ſeemingly formed by 
nature for a politician; cool, diſcerning, plauſible, 
artful, and enterpriſing, ſtaunch to the miniſter, 
and invariably true to his own intereſt. The diſ- 
pute was learned, long, and obſtinate: but ended 


s uſual in the diſcomfiture of thaſe who had ſtigma- 


tiſed the treaty. The Houſe agreed to an addreſs, 


in which they thanked his Majeſty for his gracious 


condeſcenſion in laying before them the convention. 


They acknowledged his great prudence in bringing 
the demands of his ſubjects for their paſt loſſes, 


which had been ſo long depending, to a final adjuſt- 


ment; in procuring an (expreſs ſtipulation for a 


ſpeedy payment; aud in laying a foundation for ac. = 
| 3 ES _ compliſhing 
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eompliſhing the great and deſireable ends of obtain - O , 
ing future ſecurity: and preſerving the peace between! 
the two nations. They declared their confidence in 73. 
his Royal Wiſdom, that in the treaty to be concluded 
in purſuance of the convention, proper proviſions. 
would be made for the redreſs of the grievances of 
which the nation had ſo juſtly complained : They, 
aſſured his Majeſty, that in caſe his juſt expectations 
ſhould not be anſwered, the Houſe would heartily | 
and zealouſly concur in all ſuch meaſures as ſhould be 
neceſſary to vindicate his Majeſty's honour, and to 
preſerve to his ſubjeAs. the full enjoyment of all 
thoſe rights to which they were entitled by treaty 
and the law of nations. This was a hard-won vic- 

Us At the head of thoſe who voted againſt the 
addreſs we find the Prince of Wales. His example 
was followed by ſix Dukes, two-and-twenty Earls, 
four Viſcounts, eighteen Barons, four Biſhops; and 
their party was re-enforced by ſixteen proxies. A 
ſpirited proteſt was entered and ſubſcribed by nine- 
and- thirty Peers, comprehending all the noble men . 73. 
of the kingdom who were moſt eminent for their 
talents, integrity, and virtue. 5 0 
NX. A meſſage having been delivered to the 
Houſe from his Majeſty, importing, That he had 
ſettled nine · and- thirty thouſand pounds per annum 
on the younger children of the Royal Family; and 
deſiring their Lordſhips would bring in a bill to en- 
able his Majeſty to make that proviſion good, out 
of the hereditary revenues of the crown, ſome Lords 
in the oppoſition obſerved that the next heir to the 
crown might look upon this ſettlement as a mort- 
gage of his revenue, which a parliament had no 
wer to make; that formerly no daughter of the 
| Royal Family was ever provided for by Parliament 
except the eldeſt, and that never was by way of 
nnuity, but an expreſs proviſion of a determinate 
fam of money pate, by way of dowry. Theſe objec- 
bons were over-ruled ; and the Houſe complied 


with 
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Book with his Majeſty's requeſt. Then the Duke of 
«Il... Newcaſtle produced a ſubſidy-treaty, by which his 
D—— Majeſty obliged himſelf to pay to the King of Den- 
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Denmark, except for the defence of the = onda 
of Great-Britain and Ireland: nay, ſhould Fr 


vas bleſſed wilk the preſent wile nne 
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mark ſeventy thouſand pounds per annum, on con- 
dition of the Dane's furnifhing to his Britannick 


Majeſty a body of fix thouſand men, when de- 
manded. A: the ſame time, his grace delivered a 
meſſage from the King, defiring the Houſe would 


enable him to fulfill this engagement; aud alſo to 


raiſe what money and troops the exigency of affairs, 
during the approaching receſs, might. require. - 


Another vehement diſpute aroſe from this propoſal, 


With reſpect to the treaty, Lord Carteret obſerved, 


that no uſe could be made of the Daniſh troops in 
any expedition undertaken againſt Spain, becauſe 


it was ſtipulated in the treaty, that they ſhould not 
be uſed either in Italy, or on board of the fleet, or 
be tranſported in whole or in part beyond ſea, after 


they ſhould have marched out of the territories of 


ance 
join againſt the Engliſh, the Danes could not act 
againſt that power or Spain, except as part of an 
army formed in Germany or Flanders. bis body 
of Danes may be ſaid, therefore, to have been re - 
tained for the defence and protection of Hanover: 
or, if the intereſt of Britain was at all conſulted in 
the treaty, it muſt have been in preventing the 
Danes from joining their fleets to thoſe of France 
and Spain. Then he argued againſt the ſecond part 
of the meſſage with great vivacity. He ſaid no- 
thing could be more dangerous to the conſtitution 


than a general and unlimited vote of credit. Suck 
a demand our anceſtors would have heard _ 


amazement, and rejected with ſcorn. He affirmed 
that the practice was but of modern date in Eng- 


land: that it was never heard of before the Revo- 


Jution ; and never became frequent until the nation 
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Faid, if ever a general vote of credit and confidence CHAP.” 
ſhould become a cuſtomary compliment from the YE 
Parliament to the crown at the end of every ſeſſion, 
or as often as the miniſter might think fit to deſire 8 
it, Parliaments would grow deſpicable in the eyes 
of the people: then a proclamation might be eaſily 
ſubſtituted in its ſtead, and happy would it be for 
the nation if that ſhould be ſufficient; for when a 
Parliament ceaſes to be a check upon miniſters, it 
becomes an uſeleſs and unneceſſary burthen on the 
people. The reprefentatives muſt always be paid 
ſome way or other: if their wages are not paid openly 
and ſurely by their reſpective conſtituents, as they 
were formerly, a majority of them may in future times 
be always ready to accept of wages from the admi- 
niſtration, and theſe muſt come out of the pockets 
of the people. The Duke of Argyle and the Earl 
of Cheſterfield enlarged upon the ſame topicks. 
Nevertheleſs, the Houſe complied with the meſſage; 
and preſented an addreſs, in which they not only 
approved of the treaty with Denmark, but likewiſe 
aſſured his Majeſty they would concur with his 
- meaſures, and ſupport him in fulfilling his engage- 
ments, as well as in making ſuch further augmen- 
tation of his forces. by ſea and land, as he ſhould 
think neceſſary for the honour, intereſt, and ſafety 
of theſe kingdoms, a | 
XXI. The ſame meſſage being communicated 4 
to the Commons, they voted ſeventy thouſand five 
hundred and cighty-three pounds, for the ſubſidy to 
Denmark, and five hundred thouſand pounds for 
augmenting the forces on any emergency. As 
Great-Britain ſtood engaged by the convention to 
pay to the crown of Spain the ſum of ſixty thoufand 
pounds in conſideration of the ſhigs taken and de- 
ſtroyed by Sir George Byng, which ſum was to be 
applied to the relief of the Briciſh merchants who 
had ſuffered by the Spaniſh depredations, the Com- 
- mons inſerted in a bill a clauſe, providing for my 
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BOOK ſum to be paid by the Parliament. When the bill 
Il. was read in the Houſe of Lords a motion was made 
W Lord Bathurſt for an addreſs, to know, whether 
Sßpain had paid the money ſtipulated by the conven- 
tion, as the time limited for the payment of it was 
now expired. The Duke of Newcaſtle, by his Ma- 
jeſty's permiſſion, acquainted the Houſe, that it 
was not paid; and that Spain had as yet given no 
reaſon for the non-payment. Then a day was ap- 


rome to conſider the State of the nation, when 


ord Carteret moved for a reſolution, that the 
failure of Spain in this particular was a breach of the 
convention, a high indignity to his Majeſty, and an 
injuſtice to the nation: but, after a warm debate, 
this motion was over-ruled by the majority. The 
. miniſter, in order to atone in ſome meaſure for the 
- unpopular ſtep he had taken in the convention, al- 
lowed a ſalutary law to paſs for the encouragement 
of the woolen manufacture: and two bills in behalf 
of the ſugar colonies, one permitting them, for a 
limited time, to export their produce directly to 
foreign parts, under proper reſtrictions; and the 
other making more effectual proviſions for ſecuring 
-the duties laid upon the importation of foreign 
_ Sugars, Rum, and Melaſſes into Great-Britain, 
and his Majeſty's plantations in America, The 
ſupplies being voted, the funds eſtabliſhed, and the 
crown gratified in every particular, the King cloſed 
the ſeſſion with a ſpeech on the fourteenth day of 
June, when the Chancellor in his Majeſty's name 


prorogued the Parliament“. 


Among the laws enacted in the courſe of this ſeſſion was an act 
againſt gaming, which had become univerſal through all ranks of 
ple, and likely to prove deſtruftive of all morals, induftry, and 
timent. Another bill paſſed, for granting a reward to Joanna 
Stevens, on her diſceyering, for the benefit of the publick, a noſtrum 
for the cure of perſons affſicted with the tone; a medicine which has 
| by no means anfwered the expectations of the legiſlature. | 
In the Houſe of Lords complaint was made by Lord Delawar of a 
ſatire, intituled Manners, written by Mr. Whitehead; in 1 


2 oa 
G O n n "ts 
XXII. Letters of marque and repriſal werecn ae. 
granted againſt the Spaniards: a promotion was VI. 
made of general-officers : the troops were augmen- 77. 
ted: a great fleet was aſſembled at Spithead; a re- 
iaforcement ſent out to Admiral Haddock ; and an 
embargo laid on all merchant ſhips outward bound, 
| Notwithſtanding theſe - preparations: of war, Mr. 
Keen, the Britiſh miniſter at Madrid, declared to 
the court of Spain, that his maſter, although he had 
permitted his ſubjects to make repriſals, would not 
be underitood to have broken the peace; and that 
this permiſſion would be recalled as ſoon as his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty ſhould be diſpoſed to make the ſa- 
tisfattion which had been ſo juftly demanded. He 
was given to underſtand, that the King of Spain 
looked upon thoſe repriſals as acts of hoſtility; and 
that he hoped, with the aſſiſtance of heaven and his 
allies, he ſhould be able to ſupport a good cauſe 
againſt his adverſaries. He publiſhed a manifeſto 
in juſtification of his own conduct, complaining 
that Admiral Haddock had received orders to 
. cruiſe with his ſquadron between the capes St. Vin- 
cent and St. Mary, in order to ſurprife the Aſſogue 
ſmips; that letters of repriſal had been publiſhed at 
London, in an indecent ſtyle, and even carried into 
execution in different parts of the world. He ex- 
cuſed his non-payment of the ninty- five thouſand 
pounds ſtipulated in the convention, by affirming 
that the Britiſh court had firſt contravened the arti- 
cles of that treaty, by the orders ſent to Haddock ; 
by continuing to fortify Georgia; by reinforcing 
the ſquadron at Jamaica; and by eluding the pay- 
ment of the ſixty- eight thouſand pounds hy” to 
by pain 


fome characters of diſtinction were ſeverely laſhed, in the true ſpirit 
of poetry. It was voted a libelz a motion was made to take the 
author into cuſtody ; but he having withdrawn himſelf, the reſent- 
ment of the Houſe fell upon R. Dodſley, the publiſher of the work, 
* who was committed to the uſher of the Black-Rod, though Lord 
"My the Earl of Abingdon, and Lord Talbot, ſpoke in his 
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for negroes. The French ambaſſador at the Hague, 
deelared that the King his maſter was obliged by 


#739 treaties to aſſiſt. his Catholick Majeſty by ſea' and 


land, in caſe he ſhould be attacked; he diſſuaded 
the States-General from eſpouſing the quarrel 
Great-Britain ; amd they aſſured him they would ob- 


| ferve a ſtrict neutra lity, though they could not avoid 


furniſhing his Brita nnick - Majeſty with ſuch ſuccours 


as he could demand, by virtue of the treaties ſub- 


fiſting between th: two powers. The people of 
England were inſpired with uncommon alacrity at 
the near proſpect of war, for which they had ſo long 


clamoured: and the miniſtry ſeeing it unavoidable, 


began to be earneſt and effectual in their prepara- 
tions. 

XXIII. The events of war were ſtill unfavour- 
able to the Emperor. He had beſtowed the com- 
mand of his amy upon Velt-Mareſchal Count 
Wallis, who afſetnbled his forces in the neighbours 
hood of Belgrade'; and advanced towards Crotſka, 


where he was attacked by the Turks with ſuch im- 
petuoſity and eee, that he was obliged to 
ter a long and obſtinate engagement, 


give ground, a 
in which he loſt above fix thouſand men. The 


Earl of Crawforcl, who ſerved as a voluntier in the 


Imperial army, lignalized his courage in an extra- 
ordinary manner on this occaſion, and received a 
dangerous wound, of which he never perfectly re- 


covered. The Turks were afterwards worſted at 


Jabouka, nevertheleſs, their grand army inveſted 
Belgrade on the ſide of Servia, and carried on the 


operations of the ſiege with extraordinary vigour. 


The Emperor, dreading the loſs of this place, ſee- 
ing his finances exhauſted, and his army conſiderably 
diminiſhed, conſented to a negociation for peace, 
which was tranſacted under the mediation of the 

French ambaſſador at the Ottoman Porte. The 


Count de Neuperg, as Imperial plenipotentiary, | 
| | | ſigned 


— c eh. hs: ni nes er 
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Agned the preliminaries on the firſt dey 
ber. They were ratified by the Emperor, th 
he pretended to be diſſatisfied with the artieles; 
declared that his mioiſter had exceeded his powers. 
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By this treaty; the Houſe of Auſtria ceded to the 
Grand Siggor, Belgrade,” Sabatz, Servia, Auſtrian 


Wallachia, the iſle and fortreſs of Orſova, with the 


fort of St. Elizabeth; and the contracting powers 


agreed that the Danobe and the Saave ſhovld ſerve 
as boundaries to the two Empires. The Emperor 
publiſhed a circular letter, addreſſed to his miniſters 


all the courts. in Europe, blaming Count Wallis 


for the bad ſueceſs of the laſt campaign, and diſown- 
ing the negociations of Count Neuperg: nay, theſe 


two. officers were actually difgraced, and confined | 


in different caſtles. - This, however, was no other 
than a ſacrifice to the reſentmentof the Czarina, who 


Joudly complained, that the Emperor had concluded 


a ſeparate peace, contrary to his engagements with 
the Ruſſian empire. Her General, Count Munich, 
had obtained a victory over the Turks at Choczim 
in Moldavia, and made himſelf maſter of that place, 
in which he ſound two hundted pieces of artillery: 


but the country was ſo ruined by the incurſions of 


the Tartars, that the Muſcovites could not ſubſiſt 
in it duting the winter. The Carina, finding her- 
ſelf abandoned by the Emperor, and unable to cope 
with che whole power of the Ottoman empire, took 
the firſt opportunity of putting an end to the war 
upon honourable terms. After a ſhort negociation, 
the conferences ended in a treaty, by which ſne was 


left in poſſeſſion of Aſoph, on condition that its 
fortifications ſhould be demoliſhed; and the ancient 


limits were re-eſtabliſhed between the rwo empires. 


XXIV. A rupture between Great-Britain and 


Spain was now become inevitable. The Engliſh 
- ſquadron in the Mediterranean had already made 
Prize of two rich Caracca ſhips. The King had 


iſſued orders for augmenting his land forces, and 
e railing 


34 


BOOK raiſing a body of marines: nd a great number of | 
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II. ips of war were put in commiſſion. Admiral Ver- 


— 
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non had been ſent to the Weſt-Indies, to aſſume the 
command of the ſquadron in thoſe ſeas; and to an- 
noy the trade and ſettlements of the "Spaniards. 
This gentleman had rendered himſelf conſiderable 


in the Houſe of Commons, by loudly condemning 


all the meaſures of the miniſtry, and bluntly ſpeak · 
ing his ſentiments, whatever they were, without re- 
ſpect of perſons, and ſometimes without any regard 


to decorum. He was counted a good officer, and 
this boiſterous manner ſeemed to enhance his cha- 


racter. As he had once commanded a ſquadron in 
Jamaica, he was perfectly well acquainted with thoſe 


ſeas; and in a debate upon the Spaniſh depreda- 


tions, he chanced to affirm, that Porto- Bello on rhe 


Spaniſh main might be eaſily taken: nay, he even 


undertook to reduce it with fix ſhips only. This 
offer was echoed from the mouths of all the members 


in the oppoſition. Vernon was extolled as another 


Drake or Raleigh: he became the idol of a party, 
and his praiſe reſounded from all corners of the 
kingdom. The miniſter, in order to appeaſe the 


clamours of the people on this ſubject, ſent him as 


commander in chief to the Weſt- Indies. He was 
pleaſed with an opportunity to remove ſuch a trou- 


bleſome cenſor from the Houſe of Commons; and, 


perhaps, he was not without hope, that Vernon 
would diſgrace himſelf and his party, by failing in 
the exploit he had undertaken. His Catholick Ma- 
jeſty having ordered all the Britiſh ſhips in his har- 
bours to be ſeized and detained, the King of Eng- 
land would keep meaſures with him no longer, but 


denounced war againſt him on the twenty- third day 


55 equip privateers, and arm their trading veſſels, to 


opened in November, when the King, in his fpeech 
14 N 4 0 


of October. Many Engliſh merchants began to 


protect their own commerce, as well as to diſtreſs 
that of the enemy. The ſeſſion of Parliament was 


t 


* 
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to both Houſes, declared, that he had augumented © 55 
his forces by ſea and land, purſuant to the . 
veſted in him by Parliament for the ſecurity-oF his 17 
dominions, the protection of trade, and the annoy- 
ance of the enemy; and he expreſſed his apprehen- 
ſion, that the heats and animoſities which had been 
 induſtriouſly  fomented throughout the kingdom, 
encouraged Spain to act in ſuch a manner as ren- . - 
dered it neceſſary for him to have recourſe to arms. = 
In anſwer to this ſpeech, affectionate addreſſes were 
— by both Houſes, without any r l 
| ſition, | 
N XXV. The ſecedin; Manet had . te- 
woes their ſeats in the Houſe of Commons; and 
Mr. Pulteney thought proper to vindicate the extra- 
ordinary ſtep which they had taken. He ſaid, th 
thought that ſtep was neceſſary, as affairs then ſtood, 
for clearing their characters to poſterity from the 


4 imputation of fitting in an aſſembly, where a deter- 9 


mined majority gave a ſanction to meaſures evidently 
to the diſgrace of his Majeſty and the nation. He 
obſerved, that their conduct was ſo fully juſtiſied by 
the declaration of war againſt Spain, that any fur- 
ther vindication would be ſuperfluous; for every 
aſſertion contained in it had been almoſt in the ſame 
words inſiſted upon by thoſe who oppoſed the con- 
vention: © Every ſentence in it (added he) is an. 
«echo of what was ſaid in our reaſonings againſt 
e that treaty : every poſitive truth which the de- 

- *'claration lays down, was denied with the utmoſt 
4 confidence by thoſe who ſpoke for the convention; 
e and, ſince that time, there has not one event hap- 
ec pened which was not then foreſeen and foretold.“ 

He propoſed, that in maintaining the war, the Spa- 

niſh ſettlements in the Weſt- Indies ſhould be at- 
tacked ; and that the miniſtry ſhould not have the 

85 to give up the conqueſts that might de made. 

ſaid he heartily wiſhed, for his Majeſty's honour 
ng * that no 3 had been made of gs | 
2 | and 


%. 
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292 R e. 0 5 and gave by | 
as his opinion, that they mou, no notice | 
e in their addreſs, He was anſwered by 

9 Sir Robert Walpole, who took occaſion to ſay, he 
Vueas ig no great concern. leſt the ſervice. of his Ma- 
jeſty or che nation ſhould ſuffer by the abſence. of 
thoſe members Who had quitted the Houſe: he 
aſfirmed, the nation was generally ſenſible, that the 
many uſeful and popular acts which paſſed towards 
the end of the laſt ſeſſion, were greatly ſorwarded 
facilitated by the ſeceſſion of thoſe gentlemen; and, 
if they were returned only to oppoſe and perplex, he 
ſnould not be at all ſorry to ſee them ſecede again. 
S XXVI. Mr. Eulen revived the hill which he 
bad formerly prepared, for the encouragement. of 
ſeamen. Afccr a.lopg diſpute, and cager oppolition 
by the miniſtry, it paſſed both Houſes, and obtained 
the royal aſſent, Mr. Sandys having obſerved, that 
there could be no immediate uſe for a great. number 
of forces in the kingdom; and explained, how..lit- 
tle ſervice could be. expected from raw and. ugdiſci- 
plined men; propoſed an addreſs to the King, der 
ſiring that the body of marines, ſhould be come . 
poſed of drafts from the old regiments : that as fe 
officers ſhould be appointed as the nature of the — 
would permit; and he expreſſed his hope, that the 
Houſe would recommend this method to his Mas 
jeſty, in tender compaſſion to his peaple, already 
burthened with many heavy and grievous taxes. 
This ſcheme was repugnant to the intentiog of the 
miniſtry, whoſe aim was to increaſe the number of 
their dependents, and extend their parliamentary 
intereſt, by granting a great number of commiſſions. 
The propoſal was, therefore, after a long debate, 
rejected by the majority, Motions were made for 
an enquiry into the conduct of thoſe who concluded 
the convention; but they were over - ruled. The 
penſion- bill was revived, and ſo powerfully ſup- 
ported by the eloquence of Sir. William Nanda 
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e, ad 5 angaxcairily owt G 
Mr. Pulteney, and Mr. Lyttelton, that it made its C n A *. 


way through the Commons to the Upper Hohſe, 


where it was again loſt, upon a diviſion, after a very 


long debate. As the ſeamen of the kingdom ex- 


preſſed uncommon averſion to the ſervice of 5 
government, and the fleet could not be manne | 
without great difficulty, the miniſtry repared a bill, 
19 75 was , brought in by Sir Charls 


lightermen, throughout his Majeſty's dominions. 
Had this bill paſled into a law, a Britiſh ſailor would 
have, been reduced. to the moſt abje& degree of 


| avery : had he removed from a certain diſtrict al- 


otted for the place of his reſidence, he would have 


Bar deemed a deſerter, and, puniſhed accordingly : 


e muſt have appeared, when, ſummoned, at all 
hazards, whatever might have been the-Circums 
ſtances. of his family, or the ſtate of his private 
affairs; had he been incumbered with debt, he Ber s 
either have incutted the penalties of this law, or lain 
at the mercy of his creditors; had he acquired by 
indultry, or received by inheritance, an ample for- 
rune, he would have been liable to be torn from his 
poſſeſſions, and ſuhjected to hardſhips which no man 


= 


wouldendure but from the ſenſe of fear or indigence. 


The bill was ſo yigorovuſly oppoſed by Sit John Bar- 
nard and others, as à flagrant encroachment on the 


f | | es Wager, for ; 
regiſtering all ſeamen, watermen, fiſhermen, and 
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liberties, of the, people, that the Houſe rejeRted it 


* 


on the ſecond reading.. i% #45 $ N 
+ SXXVIL The King having by i 
nieated tg the Houle, REC of dilp 


} | / 
Sung Ne 
incels Maty in marciage to Prince . Frederick of 


g Ieſle; and expreſſing his hope, that the Commons 
would enable him to give a ſujtäble portion. to his 


daughter, they unanimouſly refolved to grant forty 


addreſs, of, thanks, to his Majeſty, for having com- 
. municated/ to; the Houſe 17 % arTiage. 
Da the thirteenth day of March a ſhip arrived from 
+ | 
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thouſand 7 for that p ate and preſented an . 
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3 00x the Weſt-Indies, diſpatched by Admiral Vernon; 


I. with an account of his having taken Porto Bello, 
( Fo 5 g take ö | Wd 


e iſthmus of Darien, with ſix ſhips only, and 


1739+ 


on 
demoliſhed all the fortifications of the place. The 
Spaniards acted with ſuch puſillanimity on this oc- 


caſion, that their forts were taken almoſt without 
| bloodſhed. The two Houſes of Parliament joined 


in an addreſs of congratulatiof upon this ſucceſs of 
his Majeſty's arms; and the nation in general was 
wonderfully elated by an exploit which was mag- 


nißed much above its merit. The Commons grant- 


ed every thing the Crown thought proper to de- 
mand. They provided for eight-and-twenty thou- 


ſand land forces, beſides fix thouſand marines.” They 


enabled his Majeſty to equip a very powerful navy: 
they voted the ſubſidy to the King of Denmark; 
and they empowered their Sovereign to defray cer- 
tain extraordinary expences not ſpecified in the eſti- 
mates. To anſwer theſe uncommon grants, they 
impoſed a land: tax of four ſhillings in the pound 
and enabled his Majeſty to deduct twelve hundred 
thouſand pounds from the ſinking fund; in a word, 
the expence of the war, during the courſe of the en- 


ſuing year, amounted to about four millions, The 
ſeſſion was cloſed on the twenty-ninth day of April, 


when the King thanked the Commons for the ſup- 


mended union and moderation to both Houſes. _ 


An. 1746. & XXVIII. During the greateſt part of this win- 


ter, the poor had been grievouſly afflicted in conſe- 


' quence of a ſevere froſt, which began at Chriſtmas, 


and continued till the latter end of February. The 
river Thames was covered with ſuch a cruſt of ice, 
that a multitude of people dwelled upon it in tents, 
and a great number of booths' were erected for the 
entertainment of the populace. The navigation was 
entirely ſtopped : the watermen and fiſhermen were 


diſabled from earning a livelihood : the fruits of the 
earth were deſtroyed by the cold, which was ſo ex- 
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plies they had ſo liberally granted, and recom- 
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teme, that many perſons were chilled, to death;CHA?P. 


and this calamity was the more deeply felt, as the 


could not afford to ſupply themſelves With 174 8 


coals and fuel, which were advanced in price, in 
7 ug to the ſeverity: and continuance of the 
roſt. The lower claſs of labourers, who worked in 
the open air, were now deprived of all means of 
ſubſiſtence: many kinds of manufacture were laid 
aſide, becauſe it was found impracticable to carry 
them on. The price of all ſorts of proviſion roſe 
almoſt to a dearth: even water was fold in the 
ſtreets of London. In this ſeaſon of diſtreſs, many 
wretched families muſt have periſhed by cold and 
hunger, had not thoſe of N fortunes been in- 
ſpired with a remarkable ſpirit of compaſſion and 
"humanity. Nothing can more redound to the ho- 
nour of the Engliſh nation, than did thoſe inſtances 
of benevolence and well - conducted charity which 
were then exhibited. The liberal hand was not only 
opened to the profeſſed beggar, and the poor that 
owned their diftreſs; but uncommon pains were 


taken to find out and relieve thoſe more unhappy h 


objects, who from motives of falſe pride, or inge- 
nuous ſhame, eadeavoured to conceal their miſery. 
Theſe were aſſiſted almoſt in their own deſpite. The 
ſolitary habitations of the widow, the fatherleſs, and 
the unfortunate, were viſited by the beneficent, who 
felt for the woes of their fellow creatures; and, to 
ſuch as refuſed to receive a portion of the publick 
charity, the neceſſaries of life were privately con- 
.veyed, in ſuch; a manner as could leaſt ſhock the 
- delicacy. of their diſpoſitions. + - COT IS 
+ XXIX, In the beginning of May, the King 
ol Great-Britain ſet out for Hanover, after having 
appointed a Regency, and concerted vigorous mea- 


ſures for diſtreſſing the enemy. In a few days after 


his departure, the ſpouſals of the Princeſs Mary 
were celebrated by proxy, the Duke of Cumberland 
kepreſenting the Prince of Heſſe, and in June the 
— 88 D 4 b Princeſi 
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B OO RE Ptinceſs embarked for the Continent. About the 
' TW. ame time, a ſloop arrived in England with dif- 


1740. 


patches from Admiral Vernon, who, ſince his ad- 
venture at Porto- Bello, had bombarded Carthagena, 


and taken the fort of San Lorenzo, on the river of 


Chagre, in the neighbourhood of his former con- 
queſt. This month was likewiſe marked by the 
5 of his Pruſſian Majeſty, a Prince by no Means 


remarkable for great or amiable qualities. He was 


ſucceeded on the throne by Frederick his eldeſt fon, 
the late King of that realm, who has ſo eminently 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a warrior and legiſlator. In 
Auguſt, the King of Great-Britain concluded a 
treaty with the Landgrave of Heſſe, who engaged to 
furniſh him with a body of ſix thouſand men for 


four years, in conſideration of an annual - ſubſidy of 


two hundred and fifty thouſand crowns. 


XXX. Mean while, preparations of war were 
vigoroully carried on by the miniſtry in England. 
They had wiſely reſolved to annoy the Spaniards in 
their American poſſeſſions. Three ſhips of war 
cryiling in the bay of Biſcay, fell in with a large 
Spaniſh ſhip of the line ſtrongly manned,” and took 


ber after a very obſtinate engagement: but the 


aſſogue ſhips: arrived, with the treaſure, in Spain, 
notwithſtanding the vigilance of the Engliſh com- 
manders, who were ſtationed in a certain latitude 


to intercept that flota, One camp was formed on 


Hounſlow- heath; and fix thouſand marines lately 
levied were encamped on the Iſle of Wight, in or- 
der to be embarked” for the Weſt-Indies. Intelli- 
gence being received, that a ſtrong ſquadron of Spa- 
niſu ſhips of war waited at Ferrol for orders to fail 
to their American - ſettlements, Sir John Norris 


failed with a powerful fleet from Spithead, to dif- 


pute their voyage; and the Duke of Cumberland 
ſerved in perſon as a volunteer in this expedition: 


but, after divers fruitleſs efforts, he was, by con- 
ttary winds, obliged to lie inactive for the greateſt 
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— of the ſummer in Torbay ; and, upon advice c nA F. 


at the French and Spaniſh ſquadrons had ſailed to I. 


the Weſt-Indies in conjunction, the deſign againſt 


Ferrol was wholly laid afide. In September, a 
ſmall ſquadron of ſhips, commanded by Commo- 
dore Anſon, ſet fail for the South-Sea, in order to 
act againſt the enemy on the coaſt of Chili and Peru, 


and co-operate occaſionally with Admiral Vernon 
acroſs the iſthmus of Darien.. The ſcheme was well 


laid, but ruined by unneceſſary delays, and unfore- 


| ſeen accidents. But the hopes of the nation centered 


chiefly in a formidable armament deſigned for the 
northern coaſt of new Spain, and his Catholick Ma- 
Jeſty's other ſertlements on that ſide of the Atlan- 
tick: Commiſſions had been iſſued for railing. a 
regiment of four battalions in the Engliſh colonies 
of North-America, that they might be tranſported 
to Jamaica, and join the forces from England. 
Theſe, conſiſting of the marines, and detachments 
from ſome old regiments, were embarked in Octo- 
ber at the Ille of Wight, under the command of 
Lord Cathcart, a nobleman of approved honour, 
and great experience in the art of war; and they 
failed under convoy of Sir Chaloner Ogle, with a 
fleet of ſeven-and-twenty ſhips of the line, beſides 
frigates, fire-ſhips, bomb ketches, and tenders. 
They were likewiſe furniſhed with hoſpital-ſhips, 
and ftore-ſhips, laden with proviſion, ammunition, 
all forts of warlike implements, and every. kind of 
convenience. Never was an armament more com- 
pletely <q 
Treaſon to hope for extraordinary ſucceſs. . 
S XXXI. On the twentieth day of October, 


Charles VI. Emperor of Pert thy laſt Prince 
VI 


of the Houſe-of Auſttia, died at Vienna, and was 
ſucceeded. in his hereditary dominions by his eldeſt 


daughter, the Archducheſs Maria Thereſa, married 


to the grand Duke of Tuſcany, Though this Prin- 


cls ſueceeded as Queen of Hungary, by * 


uipped; and never had the nation mofe 
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Boo R the pragmatick ſanction guaranteed by all the powers 
3 urope, her ſucceſſion produced ſuch. conteſts as 
le. kindled a cruel war in the empire. The young 
King of Pruſſia was no ſooner informed of the Em- 
peror's death, than he entered Sileſia at the head of 
twenty thouſand men; ſeized certain fiefs to which 
his family laid claim; and publiſhed a manifeſto, 
'declaring that he had no intention to contravene the 
pragmatick ſanction. The Elector of Bavaria re- 
Folea to acknowledge the Archducheſs as Queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia; alledging, that he himſelf 
had pretenſions to thoſe countries, as the deſcendant 
of the Emperor Ferdinand I. who was head of the 
German branch of the Houſe of Auſtria, Charles 
VI. was ſurvived but a few days by his ally, the 
Czarina Anne Iwanowna, who died in the forty-fifth 
year of her age, after having bequeathed her Crown 
to Iwan, * the infant ſon of her niece, the 
Princeſs Anne of Mecklenbourg, who had been 
married to Anthony Ulrick, Duke of Brunſwick 7 
 Lunenburg-Bevern. She. appointed the Duke of 
Courland Regent of the Empire, and even guardian ; 
'of the young Czar, though his own parents were 
alive: but this diſpoſition was not long maintained. 
S XXXU. The King of Great-Britain having 
returned to England from his German dominions, 
- the ſeſſion of Parliament was opened in November. ; 
His Majeſty aſſured them, on this occaſion, that he 
was determined to proſecute the war. vigorouſly, 
even though France ſhovld eſpouſe the cauſe of 
Spain, as her late conduct ſeemed to favour this 
ſuppoſition. He took notice of the Emperor's death, 
as an event which in all likelihood would open a new a 
ſcene of affairs in Europe: he therefore recommended b 
to their conſideration the neceſſary ſupplies for put- 1 
ting the nation in ſuch a poſture that it ſhould have N 
nothing to fear from any emergency. Finally, he 
4 deſired them to conſider of ſome proper regulations 
7 lot preventing the exportation of corn, and for more 
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effeftual methods to man the fleet at this conjune- CHAP = 
ture. The Commons, after having voted an addreſs , oo 
of thanks, brought in a bill for prohibiting the ex- „ 
portation of corn and proviſions, for a limited time, 
out of Great-Britain, Ireland, and the American 
plantations, . This was a meaſure calculated to diſ- 
treſs the enemy, who were ſuppoſed to be in want 
of theſe neceſſaries. The French had contracted 
for a very large Quantity of beef and pork in Ireland, 
for the uſe of their own and the Spaniſh/ navy; and 
an embargo had been laid upon the ſhips of that 
kingdom. The bill met with a vigorous oppoſition: 
yet the Houſe unanimouſly reſolved, that his Ma- 
jeſty ſhould be addreſſed to lay an immediate em- 
bargo upon all ſhips laden with corn, grain, ſtarch, 
rice, beef, pork, and other proviſions, to be e- 
ported to foreign parts. They likewiſe reſolved, 
that the thanks of the Houſe ſhould be given to 
Vice-Admiral Vernon, for the ſervices he had done 
to his king and country in the Weſt-Indies. One 
William Cooley was examined at the bar of the 
Houſe, and committed to priſon, after having owned 
himſelf author of a paper, intituled, * Confiderations 
upon the embargo on proviſion of victual.“ The 
performance contained many ſhrewd and ſevere ani- 
madverſions upon the government, for having taken | 
a ſtep which, without anſwering the purpoſe of diſ. (T 
_ treſſing the enemy, would prove a grievous diſcou- 
ragement to trade, and ruin all the graziers of Ire- 
land. Notwithſtanding the arguments uſed in this 
remonſtrance, and ſeveral petitions that were pre- 
ſented againſt the corn - bill, it paſſed by mere dint, 
of miniſterial influence. The other party. endea- 
*voured, by various motions, to ſer on foot an en- 
'quiry. into the orders, letters, and inſtructions, which 
ad been ſent to Admiral Vernon and Admiral 
Haddock : but all ſuch inveſtigations were carefully ß 
avoided. 4 . | 4 bn | 2 * a * 3 | g A 22 0 55 | * 
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Bobx $ XXXIII. A very hot conteſt aroſe From a bilf 
- which. the miniſtry brought in under the ſpecious 
tine of, A bill for the encouragement and increaſe 

774% of ſeamen, and for the better and ſpeedier manning 
his. Majeſty's fleet. This was a revival of the op- 
preſlive ſcheme which had been rejected in the fot- 


— — 2 — — — 


— 


mer ſeſſion; a ſcheme by which the juſtices of the 

eace were empowered. to iſſue Mrrants to conſta- 
blies and headboroughs, to ſearch by day or night 
for ſuch ſea-faring men as ſhould conceal themſelves 
within their reſpective juriſdictions, Theſe ſearchers 
were veſted with authority to force open doors, in 
caſe of reſiſtance; and encouraged to this violence 


by a reward for every ſeaman they ſhould diſcover z 


while the unhappy wretches ſo diſcovered wete drag- 
ged into the ſervice, and their names entered in a 
regiſter to be kept at the Navy or the Admiralty- 
Office. Such a plan of tyranny did not paſs un- 


cenſured... Every exceptionable clauſe produced a a 


warm debate, in which Sir John Barnard, Mr. P. 


teney, Mr. andys, Lord Gage, Mr. Pitt, and Mr. 


Lyttelton, ſignaſized themſelves nobly in defending 


the liberties of their fellow ſubjecls. Mr. Pitt having 


expreſſed a laudable indignation at ſuch a large ſtride 


towards rd power, in Juſtification 0 Which 


nothing could be urged but the plea of neceſſity, 


Mr. H. Walpole thought proper to attack him with 
ſome perſonal farcaſms. He reflected upon his youth; 


and obſerved that the diſcovery of truth; was ver 


little promoted by pamades diction. and. theatrical 
n 


emotion. Tbeſe inf vations expoſed him' to a f. 
vere reply. Mr. Pitt ſtanding up again, faid, “ He 
% would not undertake to.determine whether youth 


<«- could be juſtly imputed-to any man as a reproath z 


es but he affirmed, that the wretch, who after having 
85 ſeen the conſequences. of repeated errors, conti- 
5 nues ſtill co blunder, and whoſe age has only ad- 


gert obſtinacy to ſtupidity, is ſurely the object of 
either abhorrence or contempt, and deſerves not 


(6 Fat. 
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2 that hivere head ſhould ſecure him;from.inſults ts: CBA P. 
&* much more. is he to be abhorred, Who, aß he has: 2 — 
et advanced in age. has teceded from virtue, apd * 
ei becomes more wicked with leſs te mptationz Who 3 
« proſtitutes, bimſelf for money 955 i cannot 
« enjoy.z..and ſpends the rerpains of his life in th 
© ruin eh his country, —Petitions were preſente 
from the city of London, and county of Gloyceſter, 
ogainſt the bills detrimental to the trade and na- 
vigstion of, the kingdom, by diſcouraging racher 
than, encouraging ſailors, abd deſtructive tot 
liberties of the ſubjeck: but they wete both rejectec 
as inſults upon the Houſe of Commons. Alter very 
| long debates, maintained, on both fides wh exon 
ordinary ardour and emo vas the ſevere cla 
drop d, and the by pi Ned with A 6 
e V. But the moſt remarkable incident of 
hit ſefon, was an open, and perſonal attack upon 
the miniſter, who. hh o] come extreme y vapopular 
5 a) over the kingdo he people were vo, mo 
i than ever, ſenſibl * the grievous taxes under 2 21 | 
| they groaned; and ſaw their burthens daily increas = F 
| bing. No effedual attempt had as yet been made to 
15 annoy the enemy. Expenſive ſquadrons had been 
| equipped; had made excurſions, and returned with- 
= out ſtriking a blow. The Spaniſh fleet had failed 
firſt from adiz, and then from Ferrol, without 
Py any interruption from Admiral Haddock, who com- 
| manged the. Britiſh, 19 in the Mediterrancan, 
and who was ſuppoſed to be reſtricted by the in- 
ſtruRtions he had received from the miniſtry. though 
in fad his, want of ſucceſs, bay owing to accident. 980 
Admiral Vernon had written from the Weſt-Iudies 
to his private friends, that he was neglected, and in 
danger of being ſacrificed. \Norwithſtanding: the 
numerous navy which the nation maintained, the 
Spaniſh, privateers made. prize. of the. Briziſh, mer- 
chant ſhips with impunity, . In violation of treaties, 
and in ONE © NG. e e * 
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30 o K had been ſo long cultivated between the French and 
u. | Engliſh miniſtry, the King of France had ordered 
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the harbour and fortifications of Dunkirk to be re- 


paired: his fleet had ſailed to the Weſt-Indies, in 


conjunction with that of Spain; and the merchants 
of England began to tremble for Jamaica: finally, 


commerce was in a manner ſuſpended, by the prac- 


rice of preſſing ſailors into the ſervice, and by the 
embargo which had been laid opal hips, in all the 
ports of Great - Britain and Ireland. Theſe cauſes 
of popular diſcontent, added to other complaints 


which had been ſo long repeated againſt the Mi- 


niſter, exaggerated and inculcated by his enemies 
with unwearied induſtry, at length rendered him fo 


univerſally odious, that his name was ſeldom or 


never mentioned with decency, except by his own 
dependents, hy 5 


I XXXV. The country-party in Parliament 
ſeized this opportunity of vengeance. Mr. Sandys 


He profeſſed 


went up to Sir Robert Walpole in the Houſe, and 


told him, that on Friday next he ſhould bring a 


charge againſt him in public. The Miniſter ſeemed 
to be ſurpriſed at this unexpected intimation: bur, 
after a ſhort pauſe, thanked him politely for this pre- 
vious notice, and ſaid he defired no favour, but fair 
play“. Mr. Sandys, at the time which he had ap- 


pointed for this accuſation, ſtood up, and in a ſtudied. 
ſpeech entered into a long deduction of the miniſter's. 


miſconduct. He inſiſted upon the diſcontents of the 
nation, in conſequence of the meaſures which had 
been note, years purſued at home and abroad, 

is belief that there was not a gentle- 
man in the Houſe who did not know that one ſingle 
perſon in the adminiſtration was the chief, if not the 


ſole 


0 U this eee e ese Horace. „ As Ee beg con- 


4 ſcious of 2 ſaid he) I do not doubt of being able to make 
«Ka pro defence. 


il conſcire fibi nulli palleſcere culpe.”* He was 
corrected by Mr. Pulteney ; but infifted upon his being in che right, 
and actually laid a wager on the juſtneſs of his quotation. — 


* 


8 | Fe 
ſole adviſer and Pugs of all thoſe meaſures. cnAv. 


N 


«This (added he) is known without doors, as well I. 
« as within; therefore, the diſcontents, the 1 
« proaches, and even the curſes of the people, are 
« all directed againſt that ſingle perſon. They com- 
© plain of preſent meaſures: they have ſuffered by 
« paſt meaſures: they expect no redreſs; they expect 
& no alteration or amendment, whilſt he has a ſhare 
«© jn directing or adviſing our future adminiſtration. 
„ Theſe, Sir, are the ſentiments of the people in 
« regard to that miniſter: theſe ſentiments we are 
in honour and duty bound to repreſent to his Ma- 
« jeſty; and the proper method for doing this, as 
e eſtabliſhed by our conſtitution, is to addreſs his 
« Majeſty to remove him from his councils.” He 
then pfoceeded to explain the particulars of the mi- 
niſter's miſconduct in the whole ſeries of his nego- 
ciations abroad. He charged him with having en- 
deavoured to ſupport his own intereſt, and to erect 
a kind of deſpotiek government, by the practice of 
corruption; with having betrayed the intereſt and 
honour of Great- Britain in the late convention; with 
having neglected to proſecute the war againſt Spain; 
and he concluded with a motion for an addreſs to 
the King, that he would be pleaſed to remove Sir ; 
Robert Walpole from his preſence and councils for 
ever, He was anſwered by Mr. Pelham, who un- 
dertcok to defend or excuſe all the meaſures which 5 
the other had condemned; and acquitted himſelf as 
a warm friend and unſhaken adherent. Againſt this 
champion Sir John Barnard entered the lifts, and was 
ſuſtained: by Mr. Pulteney, who, with equal fpirit 
aud preciſion, wap out and expoſed all the ma- 
terial errors and mal · practices of the adminiſtration. 
Sir Robert Walpole ſpoke with great temper and de- 
liberation in behalf of himſelf, Wich reſpect to the 
article of bribery and corruption, he ſaid if any one 
inſtance had been mentioned; if it had been ſnown 
that he ever offered a reward to any TS 
| | either 
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80.0. eicher Houſe, ".or ever threagened to, deprive any 


member of his office. or employment, in order to 
— influence his voting in Parliament, there might have 
een ſome ground for this charge; but when. it was 

o generally laid, he did not know what he could ſay 

to it, unlels to deny it as generally and as poſitively 

as it had been aſſerted.— Such a declaration as this, 


in the bearing of ſo many perſons, who not only 


g a ſt proof of the miniſter's being dead to all 
ſenſe of ſhame, and all regard to veracity. The 
debate was protracted by the court members till 


three. o'clock: in the morning, when about ſixty 
of the oppolite party having retired, the motion was 


rejected by a conſiderable majority. 5 
$ XXXVYL. A bill was brought in for prohibiting 
the practice of inſuring ſhips, belonging to the ene- 
mies of the nation; but it was vigorouſly oppoſed 
by Sir John Barnard and Mr. Willimot, who de- 
moaſtrated that this kind of traffick was advan- 
tageous to the kingdom; and the ſcheme was 
dropped. Another warm conteſt aroſe upon a clauſe 
of the mutiny- bill, relating to the quartering of ſol- 
diers upon inn-keepers and publicans, who com- 
plained of their beiog diſtreſſed in furniſhing thoſe 


gueſts with proviſions and neceſſaries at the rates 


. preſcribed by law or cuſtom. There were not want 
ing l advocates to expatiate upon the nature of this 
grievance, which, however, was not redreſſed. A new 


trade was at this time opened with PerGa, through 


the dominions of the Czar, and veſted with an ex- 
clufive privilege in the Ruſſia company, by an act of 
Parliament. The Commons voted. forty thouſand 
ſeamen for the ſervice of the enſuing year, and about 


thirty thouſand: men for the eſtabliſhment of land- 


forces. They provided for the ſubſidies granted 


to the King of Denmark and the Landgrave of 
HFleſſe-Caſſel; and took every ſtep which was ſug- 
ſ | „ geſted 
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geſted for the eaſe and the convenience of the go- CHAP. 
vernment. | 3 0 a "oh 
 $ XXXVII. The parties in the Houſe of Lords . 
were influenced by the ſame motives which actuated | 
the Commons. The Duke of Argyle, who had by 
this time reſigned all his places, declared open war 
againſt the miniſtry, In the beginning of the ſeſſion, 
the King's ſpeech was no ſooner reported by the 
Chancellor, than this nobleman ſtood up, and moved 
that a general addreſs of thanks ſhould be preſented 
to his Majeſty, inſtead of a recapitulation of every 
aragraph of the King's ſpeech, re-echoed from the 
Parliament to the Throne, with expreſſions of blind 
N tu By: implying a general concurrence with 
all the meaſures of the miniſter, He ſpoke on this 
| ſubje& with an aſtoniſhing impetuoſity of eloquence, 
| that rolled like a river which had overflowed its 
| banks and deluged the whole adjacent country. 
| The motion was ſupported by Lord Bathurſt, Lord 
Carteret, the Earl of Cheſterfield, and Lord Gower, 
| who, though they diſplayed all the talents of oratory, 
| were outvoted by the oppoſite party, headed by the 
Duke of Newcaſtle, the Earl of Cholmondely, Lord 
Hervey, and the Lord Chancellor. The motion 
| was rejected, and the addreſs compoſed in the uſual 
| ſtrain, The ſame motions for an enquiry into or- 
: ders and inſtructions which had miſcarried in the 
N Lower Houſe, were here repeated with the ſame bad 
| ſucceſs: in the debates, which enſued, the young 
Earls of Hallifax and Sandwich acquired a conſi- 
; derable ſhare of reputation, for the ſtrength of ar- 
J gument and elocution with which they contended 
| 
; 
| 
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againſt the adherents of the miniſtry. When the 

Houſe took into conſideration the ſtate of the army, 

the Duke of Argyle having harangued with equal 

{kill and energy on military affairs, propoſed that 

the forces ſnould be augmented by adding new levies 

| to the old companies, without increaſing the number 
| | of officers; as ſuch an avgmentation ſerved only to 
Vol. III. E. debaſe 
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BO O k debaſe the dignity of the ſervice, by raiſing the 


| loweſt of mankind to the rank of gentlemen; and 


ro extend the influence of the minifter, by multi- 
plying his dependents. He, therefore, moved for a 


reſolution, that the avgmenting the army by —_ 


regiments, as it is the moſt unneceſſary and mo 

expenſive method of augmentation, was alfo the 
moſt dangerous to the liberties of the nation. This 
propoſal was likewiſe over-ruled, after a ſhort though 
warm contention. This was the fate of all the other 
motions made by the Lords in the oppoſition, though 
the victory of the Courtiers was always clogged with 
a nervous and ſpirited proteſt, Two days were ex- 
pended in the debate produced by Lord Carteret's 
motion for an addrefs, beſeeching his Majeſty to re- 
move Sir Robert Walpole from his preſence and 
councils for ever. The ſpeech that uſhered in this 


memorable motion would not have diſgraced a 


Cicero. It contained a tetroſpect of all the pub- 
lick meaſures which had been purſued fince the Re- 
volution. It explained the nature of every treaty, 
whether right or wrong, which had been concluded 
under the preſent adminiſtration, It deſcribed the 
political connexions ſubſiſting between the different 


Powers in Europe. It expoſed the weakneſs, the 
_ miſconduR, and the iniquity of the Miniſter, both 


in bis foreign and domeſtick tranſactions. It was 
embelliſhed with all the ornaments of rhetorick, and 
warmed with a noble ſpirit of patriot indignation. 
The Duke of Argyle, Lord Bathurſt, and his other 
colleagues, ſeemed to be animated with uncommon 


An. :741+fervour, and even inſpired, by the ſubject. A man 


of e moo in reading their ſpeeches, will think 


himſelf tranſported into the Roman ſenate, before 


the ruin of that republick. Nevertheleſs, the Mi- 


nifter ſtill triumphed by dint of numbers; though 
his victory was dearly purchaſed. Thirty Peers en- 
tered a vigorous proteſt ; and Walpole's character 


ſuſtained ſuch a rude ſhock from this oppolition; 
5 es n 
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that his authority ſeemed to be drawing near a pe- CHAP. 
riod. Immediately after this conteſt was decided, 
the Duke of Marlborough moved for a. reſolution, 2741. 
that any attempt to inflict any kind of puniſhment 
on any perſon, without allowing him an opportunity 
to make his defence, or without any proof of any 
crime or miſdemeanour committed by view. is con- 
trary to natural juſtice, the fundamental laws of the f 
realm, and the ancient eſtabliſned uſage of Parlia- 
ment; and is a high infringement of the liberties of 
the ſubje&. It was ſeconded by the Duke of Devon- 
ſhire and Lord Lovel ; and oppoſed by Lord Gower, 
as an intended cenſure on the proceedings of the 
day. This ſentiment was ſo warmly eſpouſed by 
Lord Talbot, who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the 
former debate, that he ſeemed to be tranſported be- 
yond the. bounds of moderation. He was inter- 
rupted by the Earl of Cholmondeley, who charged 
him with having violated the. order and decorum 
which ought to be preſerved in ſuch an aſſembly. 
His paſſion was inflamed by this rebuke: he declared 
himſelf an independent Lord; a character which he 
would not forfeit for the ſmiles of a Court, the profit 
of an employment, or the reward of a penſion: 
he ſaid, when he was engaged on the ſide of truth, 
he would trample on the inſolence that ſnould com- 
mand him to ſuppreſs his ſentiments.— On a diviſion, 
however, the motion was carried. | TL 
$ XXXVIIlI. In the beginning of April, the 
King repairing to the Houſe of Peers, paſſed ſome 
ads that were ready for the Royal aſſent. Then, in 
his ſpeech to both Houſes, he gave them to under- 
ſtand, that the Queen of Hungary had made a re- 
quiſition of the twelve thouſand men ſtipulated by 
treaty ; and that he had ordered the. ſublidy-troops 
of Denmark and Heſſe . Caſſel to be in readineſs to 
march to her aſſiſtance. He obſerved, that in this 
complicated and uncertain ſtate of affairs, many in- 
cidents might ariſe, and 1 0 it neceſſary for him 
N n to 
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BOOK to incur extraordinary expences for maintaining the 
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pragmatick · ſanction, at a time when he could nor 
* poſſibly have recourſe to the advice and aſſiſtance of 

is Parhament, He, therefore, demanded of the 
Commons ſuch a fupply as might be requiſite for 
theſe ends; and promiſed to manage it with all poſ- 
ſible frugality. The Lower Houſe, in their addreſs, 
approved of all his meaſures ; declared they would 
effectually ſupport him againſt all inſults and attacks 
that might be made upon any of his territories, 
though not belonging to the Crown of Great-Bri- 
tain ; and that they would enable him to contribute, 
in the moſt effectual manner, to the ſupport of the 
Queen of Hungary. Sir Robert Walpole moved, 
that an aid of two hundred thouſand pounds ſhould 
be granted to that Princeſs. Mr. Shippen proteſted 
againſt any interpoſition in the affairs of Germany. 
He expreſſed his diſlike of the promiſe which had 
been made to defend his Majeſty's foreign domi- 


nions; a promiſe, in his opinion, inconſiſtent with 


that important and inviolable law, the Act of Set- 
lement: a promiſe which, could it have been fore- 
known, would perhaps have for ever precluded from 
the ſucceſſion that illuſtrious Family to which the 
nation owed ſuch numberleſs bleffings, ſuch con- 
tinued felicity. The motion however paſſed, though 


not without further -oppoſition ; and the Houſe re- 


ſolved, that three hundred thouſand pounds ſhould 
be granted to his Majeſty, to enable him effectually 
to ſupport the Queen of Hungary. Towards the 
expence of this year, a million was deduſted from 
the ſinking- fund: and the land - tax continued at 


four ſhillings in the pound. The preparations for 


this war had already coſt five millions. The ſeſſion 


was Cloſed on the twenty-fifth day of April, when 

the King took his leave of this Parliament, with 

warm expreſſions of tenderneſs and ſatisfaction. 

Henry Bromley; Stephen Fox, and Joha Howe, 

three members of the Lower Houſe, who gr hg: 
| . I 
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nalized themſelves in defence of the Miniſter, were c N 


now ennobled, and created Barons of Montford, 


+. 
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Ilcheſter, and Chedworth. A camp was formed 2742. 


near Colcheſter; and the King having appointed a 
regency, fet out in May for his Germs 
nions“. | PR ' ; 


© * Sir William Wyndham died in the p year, deeply. re- 
tted as ail thor a patriot, and 3 2 pr of 
ith liberty, and one of the chief ornaments of the Engliſh nation. 
In the courſe of the ſfime year, General Oglethorpe, governor of 
Georgia, had, with ſome fuccours obtained from the colony of Caro- 
lina, and a ſmall ſquadron of the- King's ſhips, made an e 
 apon' Fort -Augultine, the capital of Spaniſh Florida; and actually 
tduced ſome imall forts in the neighbourhood of the place z but the 
„ withdrawing in diſguſt, diſſentions prevailing among the 


ſea-officers, the hurricane months approaching, and the enemy havin 
e a ity act eee be abandoned ths enterprise, 


an domi- 


rear ee e 
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8 1. The army under Lord Cathcart and Sir Chaloner 
Ogle proceeds to the Wiſt- Indies. & II. Nature of 
the climate on the Spaniſh main. I III. Admiral 

Vernon ſails to Cartbagena. & IV. Attack” of Fort 
Lazar. & V. Expedition to Cuba. & VI. Rupture 
between the Queen of Hungary and the King of Pru/ſ- 
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_ » Unjucceſsful attempts upon the pc ne in 
- the Wo: Indies. 2. | 


8 l. HE Britiſh armament had by this e 
proceeded to action in the Weſt Indies. 
Sir Chaloner Ogle, who failed from Spithead, had 
been overtaken by a tempeſt in the bay of Biſcay, 774** 
by which. the fleet conliſting of about one hundred 
and ſeventy ſail, were ſcattered and diſperſed. Ne- 
vertheleſe, he proſecuted his voyage, and anchored 
with a view to provide wood and water, in the neu- 
tral iſland of Dominica, where the intended expedi- 
tion ſuſtained a terrible ſhock in the death; of the 
gallant Lord Cathcart, who was carried off by a 
duyſentery. The loſs of this nobleman was the more 
ſeverely: ſelty as the command of the land forces de- 
'volved upon General Wentworth, an officer without 
experience, authority, and reſolution. As the fleet 
ſailed along the iſland of Hiſpaniola, in its way to 
en four large aps: * war were Aenne 
an 


1 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. | 
BOOK and Sir Chaloner detached an equal number of his 
= ll. ſquadron to give them chaſe, while he himſelf pro- 
1 Y—— teeded on his voyage. As thoſe ſtrange ſhips re- 
=. 741 fuſed to bring-to, Lord Auguſtus Fitzroy, the Com- 


modore of the four Britiſh ſhips, ſaluted one of them 


with a broadſide, and a ſmart engagement enſued, 
After they had fought during the beſt-part of the 
night, the enemy hoiſted their colours in the morn» 
ing, and appeared to be part of the French ſqua- 


aſſiſt the Spaniſh Admiral, De Torres, 1n attacking 
and diſtreſſing the Engliſh ſhips and colonies. War 
was not yet declared between France and England; 


comminders complimented each other; excuſed 
themſelves mutvally, for the miſtake which had hap- 


toſs of men on both ſides. | | 
© II. In the mean time Sir Chaloner Ogle arriv 
at Jamaica, where he joined Vice-Admiral Vernon, 
who now found himſelf at the head of the moſt for- 


with full power to act at diſcretion, The conjoined 
ſquadrons conſiſted of nine-and-twenty ſhips of the 
line, with almoſt an equal number of frigates, fire- 
 thips, and bomb-ketches, well manned, and plenti- 
fully ſupplied with all kinds of proviſions, ſtores, and 
neceſſaries. The number of ſeamen amounted to 
fifteen thouſand; that of the land- forces, including 
the American regiment of four battalions, and a 
body of negroes inliſted at Jamaica, did not fall 
ſhort of twelve thouſand. Had this armament been 
ready to act in the proper ſeaſon of the year, under 
the conduct of wiſe, experienced officers, united in 
councils, and ſteadily attached to the intereſt and 
honour of their country, the Havannah, and 
whole iſland of Cuba, might have been eaſily re- 
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dron, which had ſailed from Europe, under the 
command of the Marquis d' Antin, with orders to 
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therefore hoſtilities ceaſed; the Engliſh and French 


ned; and parted as friends, with a conſiderable 


midable fleet and army that ever viſited thoſe ſeas, 


duced: the hole treaſure of the Spaniſh Weſt, 
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Indies would have been iateteepted; bod Spain 


muſt have been humbled into the moſt abje& ſub- 
miſſibn. Bot ſeveral unfavourable circumſtances 
concurred to fruſtrate the hopes of the publick. 
The miniſtry had detained Sir Chaloner Ogle at 
Spithead, without any viſible cauſe, until the ſeaſon 


V 


for action was almoſt exhauſted : for, on the conti- 


nent of New Spain, the periodical rains begin about 
the end of April; and this change in the armoſphere 
is always attended with epidemical diſtempers, which 
render the climate extremely unhealthy : beſides, 

the rain is ſo exceſſive, that for the ſpace of two 
months no army can keep the field. | 
8 III. Sir Chaloner Ogle arrived at Jamaica on 
the ninth day of January; and Admiral Vernon did 
not ſail on his intended expedition till towards the 
end of the month. Inſtead of directing his courſe 
to the Havannah, which lay to leeward, and might 
have been reached in leſs than three days, he tre- 
ſolved to beat up againſt the wind to Hiſpaniola, in 
order to obſerve the motion of the French ſquadron, 
commanded by the Marquis d'Antin. The fifteenth 
day of February had elapſed before he received cer. 


tain information that the French Admiral had failed 


for Europe, in great diſtreſs, for want of men and 
viſions, which he could not procure in the Weſt- 
ndies. Admiral Vernon, thus diſappointed, called 
a council of war, in which it was determined to pro- 
ceed for Carthagena. The fleet being ſupplied with 
wood and water at Hiſpaniola, ſet ſail for the conti- 
nent of New-Spain, and on the fourth of March 


anchored in Playa Grande, to the windward of Car- 


thagena. Admiral de Torres had already failed to 
the Havannah: but Carthagena was ſtrongly forti- 
fied, and the garriſon reinforced by the crews of a 


ſmall ſquadron of large ſhips, commanded by Don 


Blas de Lefo, an officer of experience and reputation, 


Here the Engliſh Admiral lay inactive till the ninth, - 
when the troops were landed on the iflaod of Tierra 


, 
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B OO R Bomba, near the mouth of the harbour, known'by 


the name of Boca-chica or Little-mouth, which was 


ſurpriſingly fortified with caſtles, batteries, booms, 


chains, cables,” and ſhips of war. The Britiſh forces 
erected a battery on ſhore, with which they made a 
breach in the principal fort, while the Admiral ſent 
in a number of ſhips to divide the fire of the enemy, 
and co-operate with the endeavours of the army. 
Lord Aubrey Beauclerc, a gallant officer, who com- 
manded one of theſe ſhips, was ſlain on this occa- 
ſion. The breach being deemed ptacticable, the 
forces advanced to the attack: but the forts and 


batteries were abandoned: the Spaniſh ſhips that 


lay athwart the harbour's mouth were deſtroyed or 
taken : the paſſage was opened, and the fleet entered 


without farther oppoſition, Then the forces were 


reimbarked with the artillery, and landed within a 


mile of Carthagena, where they were oppoſed by 


about ſeven hundred Spaniards, whom they obliged 


to retire, The Admiral and General had contrac- 


ted a hearty contempt for each other, and took all 


opportunities of expreſſing their mutual diſlike: far 


from acting vigorouſly in concert, for the advantage 
of the community, they maintained a mutual reſerve, 
and ſeparate cabals; and each proved more eager 
for the diſgrace of his rival, than zealous for.the ho- 


nour of the nation. 


IV. The General e 10 that the fleet lay 


idle, while his troops were harraſſed and diminiſhed 
by hard duty and diflemper. The Admiral affirmed, 
that his ſhips could not lie near enough to batter 
the town of Cathagena: he upbraided the General 
with inactivity and want of reſolution to attack the 


fort of St. Lazar, which commanded the town, and 


might be taken by ſcalade. Wentworth, ſtimulated 
by theſe reproaches, reſolved to try the experiment. 
His forces marched. up to the attack: but the-guides 


being Nain, they miſtoak their route, and advanced 
to the ſtrongeſt part of the fortification, where they 


Were 


1 
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lonel Grant, who commanded the grenadiers, was 


were moreover expoſed to the fire of the town. Co- Ar. 


VII. 


mortally wounded: the ſcaling- ladders were found — . 


too ſhort: the officers were perplexed for want of 
orders and directions: yet the ſoldiers ſuſtained a 
ſevere fire for ſeveral hours with ſurpriſing intrepi- 
dity, and at length retreated, leaving about fix hun- 
dred killed or wounded on the ſpot. Their num- 
ber. was now ſo much reduced, that they could no 
longer maintain their footing on ſhore: beſides, 
the rainy ſeaſon had begun with ſuch violence, as 
rendered it impoſſible for them to live in camp. 
They were, therefore, reimbarked: and all hope 
of further ſucceſs immediately vaniſhed. The Ad- 
miral, however, in order to demonſtrate the imprac- 
ticability of taking the place by ſea, ſent in the Ga 
Iieia, one of the Spaniſh ſhips which had been taken 
at Boca-chica, to cannonade the town, with ſixteen 


Jus mounted on one fide; like a floating battery. 
h 


This veſſel, manned by detachments of volunteers 
from different ſhips, and commanded by Captain 
Hore, was warped into the inner harbour, and 
moored before day, at a conſiderable diſtance from 
'the walls, in very ſhallow water, In this poſition 
"the ſtood the fire of ſeveral batteries for ſome hours, 
without doing or ſuſtaining much damage: then the 


Admiral ordered the men to be brought off in boats, 


and the cables to be cut; ſo that ſhe drove with the 
ſea-breeze upon a. ſhoal, where ſhe was ſoon filled 
with water. This exploit was abſurd, and the iafer- 
'ence which the Admiral drew from it altogether 
fallacious. He ſaid it plainly proved, that there 


was not depth of water in the inner harbour, ſuffi- 


cient to admit large ſhips. near enough to batter 
the town, with any proſpe& of ſucceſs. This, in- 
deed, was the cafe in that part of the harbour to 
which the Gallicia was conducted: but a little far- 


ther to the left, he might have ſtationed four or five 


of his largeſt ſhips @-breaſt, within piſtol· hot nf _ 
* 9 | 4 | walls; 
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land forces marched to the attack of St. Lazar, ig 
511 probability the town would have been furten- 


$ V. After the reimbarkation of the troops, the 


diſtempers been to the climate and ſeaſon began 


to rage with redoubled fury; and great numbers of 
thoſe who eſcaped the vengeance of the enemy = 

riſhed by a more painful and inglorious fate. No- 

thing was heard but complaints and execrations: | 
the . groans of the dying, and the ſervice for the 
dead: nothing was ſeen but objects of woe, an 

images of dejection. The conductors of this un- 
fortunate expedition, agreed in nothing but the ex- 
pediency of a ſpeedy retreat from this ſcene of miſery 
and diſgrace, The fortifications of the harbour were 


= 


demoliſhed, and the fleet returned to 1 


The miſcarriage of this expedition, which had c 


the nation an immenſe ſum of money, was no ſooner 
known in England, than the kingdom was filled 
with murmurs and diſcontent, and the people were 
depreſſed, in proportion to that ſanguine hope by 
which they had been elevated. Admiral Vernon, 
inſtead of undertaking any enterprize which might 


have retrieved the honour of the Britiſh arms, ſer 


fail from Jamaica with the forces in July, and an- 
chored at the ſduth- eaſt part of Cuba, in a bay, on 


which he beſtowed the appellation of Cumberland 


Harbour. The troops were landed, and encamped 


at the diſtance of twenty miles further up the river, 
where they remained totally inactive, and ſubſiſted 


chiefly on ſalt and damaged provilions, till the 


month of November, when, being conſiderably 
diminiſhed by fickneſs, they were put on board 


again, and re-conveyed to Jamaica. He was after- 


wards reinforced from England by four ſhips of war, 


and about three thouſand ſoldiers: but he performed 
nothing worthy of the reputation he had acquired; 


0 O GE, u. 


und the peaple began to perceive that they had mil: 8 


r 2 od aan, 
FVI. The affairs, on the continent of ng of 


were now more than ever embroiled. ' The King o 
Pruſſia had demanded of the court of Vienna part of 


Sileſia, by virtue of old treaties of co-fraternity, 


which were either obſolete or annulled ; and pro- 

miſed to aſſiſt the Queen with all his forces, in caſe 

ſhe ſhould comply with his demand: but this being 

| IE with diſdain, he entered Sileſia at the head 
of an army, and proſecuted. his conqueſts with gre at 

rapidity. In the mean time, the Queen of Hun» 

gary was crowned at Prefburg, after having ſigned 
"Ca 
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pitulation, by which the liberties of that king- 


dom were confirmed; and the Grand Duke her con- 
ſort. was, at her requeſt, aſſociated with her for ten 
years, in the government. At the ſame time oy 


States of Hungary refuſed to receive a memorial 


from the Eleftor of Bavaria, During theſe tranſ- 
actions, his Pruſſian Majeſty made his publick en- 
terance into Breflau, and confirmed all the privi- 
leges of rhe inhabitants. One of his Generals ſor- 
wry the town and fortreſs of Jablunka, on the 
onfines of Hungary: Prince Leopold of Anhalt- 


Deſſau, who commanded another army, which 


formed the blockade of Great Glogau on the Oder, 
took the place by ſcalade, made the Generals Wal- 
lis and Reylki prifoners, with a thouſand men that 
were in garriſon: here, likewiſe, the victor found 
the military cheſt, fifty pieces of braſs cannon, and 
great quantity of ammunition. | 
: y VII. The Queen of Hungary had ſollicited 
the maritime powers for aſſiſtance, but found them 
fearful and backward. Being obliged, therefore, ta 
_ exert herſelf - with the more vigour, ſhe ordered 


Count Neuperg to aſſemble a body of forces, and 


endeavour to ſtop the progreſs of the Pruſſians in 
Sileſia, The two armies, encountered each other in 


the neighbourhood of Neiſs, at a village called Mol- 


Witz; 


62 


Book witz; and, after an obſtinate diſpute, the Auſtriant 2 
vere obliged to retire, with the loſs of four thouſand 
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men killed, wounded, or taken. The advantage 


was dearly purchaſed by the King of Pruſſia. His 
kinſman, Frederick, Margtave of Brandenburgh, 


and Lieutenant-General Schuylemberg, were killed 
in the engagement, together with a great number 
of general officers, and about two thouſand ſoldiers, 
After this action, Brieg was ſurrendered to the Pruſ- 
ſian, and he forced the important paſs of Fryewalde, 
which was defended by four thouſand Auſtrian huſ; 
ſars. The Engliſh and Dutch miniſters, who..ac- 
companied him in his progreſs, ſpared no pains. to 


effect an accommodation: but the two Sovereigns 


were too much irritated againſt each other to ac- 


quieſce in any terms that could be propoſed. The 


Queen of Hungary was incenſed to find herſelf at- 
racked, in the day of her diſtreſs, by a; Prince to 
whom ſhe had given no fort of provocation; and his 


Pruſſian Majeſty charged the Court of Vieona with a 


delign either to aſſaſſinate, or carry him off by trea- 
chery ; a deſign which was diſowned with expreſſions 
of indignation and diſdain, Count Neuperg being 
obliged to abandon Sileſia, in order to oppoſe the 
Bavarian arms in Bohemia, the King of Pruffia 
ſeat thither a detachment to join the Elector, under 
the command of Count Deſlau, who, in his route, 


reduced Glatz and Neiſs, almoſt without oppoſt- 
tion: then his maſter received the homage of the 


Sileſian States at Breſlaw, and returned to Berlin, 
In December, the Pruſſian army was diſtributed in 
winter quarters in Moravia, after having taken Ol- 
mutz, the capital of that province; and in March 
his Pruſſian Majeſty formed a camp of obſervation 
in the neighbourhood of Magdeburg. | 


$ VIII. The Elector of Hanover was alarmed at 
the ſucceſs of the King of Pruſſia, in apprehenſion . 


that he would become too formidable a neighbour, 


A ſcheme was ſaid to have been propoſed” to the 
13 code cot 
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ner 63 
court of Vienna, for attacking that Prince's electo- CHAP. 
ral dominions, and dividing the conqueſt : but it IL, 
never was put in execution. Nevertheleſs, the troops n _ 
of Hanover were augmented: the auxiliary Danes 
and Heſſians in the pay of Great-Britain were or- 
dered to be in readineſs to march ; and a good num- 
ber of Britiſh forces encamped and prepared for 
embarkation. The ſubſidy of three hundred thou» 
ſand pounds, granted by Parliament, was remitted | 
to the Queen of Hungary; and every thing ſeemed 
to preſage the vigorous interpoſition of his Britan- 
nic Majeſty. But in a little time after his arrival 
at Hanover, that ſpirit of action ſeemed to flag, even 
while her Hungarian Majeſty tottered on the verge 
of ruin. France reſolved to ſeize this opportunity 
of cruſhing the Houſe of Auſtria. In order to inti- 
miqdate the Elector of Hanover, Mareſchal Malle- 
bois was ſent with a numerous army into Weſtpha- 
lia; and this expedient proved effectual. A treaty 
of neutrality was concluded; and the King of Great- 
Brirain engaged to vote for the Elector of Bavaria 
at the enſuing election of an Emperor. The deſign 
of the French court was to raiſe this Prince to the 
Imperial dignity, and furniſh him with ſuch” ſuc- 
cours as ſhould enable him to deprive the Queen of 
Hungary of her hereditary dominions. 'S 
IX. While the French miniſter at Vienna en- 
deavoured to amuſe the Queen with the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances of his Maſter's friendſhip, a body of five- 
and-thirty thouſand men began their march for Ger- 
many, in order to join the Elector of Bavaria: ano». 
ther French army was aſſembled upon the Rhine; 
and the Count de Belleiſle being provided with large 
ſums of money, was ſent to negociate with different 
electors. Having thus ſecured a majority of voices, 
he proceeded to Munich, where he. preſented the 
Elector of Bavaria with a commiſſion, appointing 
him Generaliſſimo of the French troops marching to 
his aſſiſtance ; and now the treaty of Nymphenburg 
„„ | | Was 
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was concluded. The French King engaged to 


aſſiſt the Elector with his whole power, towards 


raiſing him to the Imperial throne: the Elector pro- 


miſed, that after his elevation he would never at- 
tempt to recover any of the towns or .provinces of 
the empire which France had conquered : that he 
would, in his Imperial capacity, renounce the bars 
rier-treaty ; and agree that France ſhould irre voca · 
bly retain whatever places ſhe ſhould ſubdue in the 
Auſtrian Netherlands. The next ſtep of Belleiſle 
was to negociate another treaty between France and 
Pruſſia, importing, That the Elector of Bavaria 
ſhould poſſeſs Bohemia, Upper Auſtria, and the 
Tyroleſe : That the King of Poland ſhould be gra- 
tified with Moravia and Upper Sileſia; and that his 
Pruſſian Majeſty ſhould retain Lower Sileſia, with 
the town of Neiſs and the county of Glatz. Theſe 
precautions being taken, the Count de Belleiſle re- 


8 to Franckfort, in quality of Ambaſſador and 


lenipotentiary from France, at the Imperial diet of 
election. It was in this city that the French King 


publiſhed a declaration, ſignifying, that as the King 


of Great-Britain had aſſembled an army to influence 
the approaching election of an Emperor, his Moſt 


Chriſtian Majeſty, as guarantee of the treaty of 


Weſtphalia, had ordered ſome troops to advance 
towards the Rhine, with a view to maintain the 


tranquillity of the Germanick body, and ſecure the 


freedom of the Imperial election. | 
$ X. In July, the Elector of Bavaria being 


| Joined by the French forces under Mareſchal Broglio, 


ſurprized the imperial city of Paſſau, upon the Da- 


nube; and entering Upper Auſtria, at the head of 


ſeventy thouſand men, took poſſeſſion of Lintz, 


| where he received the homage of the States of that 


country. Underſtanding that the garriſon of Vienna 
was very numerous, and that Count Palfi had aſ- 


ſembled thirty thouſand Hungarians in the neigh- 


bourhood of this capital, he made no farther 8 : 
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greſs in Auſtria, but marched into Bohemia, where e N T. 
he was reinforced by a conſiderable body of Saxons, f 

under the command of Count Rutowſki, natural 741. 
fon to the late King of Poland. By this time his 

- Poliſh Majeſty had acceded to the treaty of Nym- 
henbourg, and declared war againſt the Queen of 

|? 2:40. gfe the moſt frivolous pretences. The 

EleQor of Bavaria advanced to Prague, which was 

taken in the night by ſcalade: an atchievement in 

which Maurice Count of Saxe, another natural ſon 

of the King of Poland, diſtinguiſhed himſelf at the 

head of the French forces. In December the Elec- 

tor of Bavaria made his publick entry into his capi- 

tal, where he was proclaimed King of Bohemia, and 

inaugurated with the uſual ſolemnities; then he ſer 
out for Franckfort, to be preſent at the diet of 
election. . : | ö $4] 

$ XI. At this period the Queen of Hungary ſaw 

herſelf abandoned by all her allies, and ſeemingly 
devoted to deſtruction. She was not, however, for- 

ſaken by her courage; nor deſtitute of good officers, 
and an able miniſtry. She retired to Preſburg, and 
in a pathetick Latin ſpeech to the States, expreſſed 
her confidence in the loyalty and valour of her Hun- 
garian ſubjects. The: nobility of that kingdom, 
touched with her preſence and diſtreſs, aſſured her 
unanimouſly, that they would facrifice their lives . 
and fortunes in her defence. The ban being raiſed, „ 
that brave people crowded to her ſtandard; and the 
diet expre ſſed their teſentment againſt her enemy by 

a publick edict, excluding for ever the electoral 
Houſe of Bavaria from the ſucceſſion to the Crown 
of Hungary: yet, without the ſubſidy ſhe received 
from Great-Britain, their courage and attachment 
would have proved ineffectual. By this ſupply ſhe 
was enbled to pay her army, ere& magazines, 
complete her warlike preparations, and put her ſtrong 
places in a poſture of defence. In December, her 
Generals, Berenclau and Mentzel, defeated Count 
en HL. - V 
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Thoting, who commanded eight thouſand: men, at 


the pals of Scardingen, and opening their way into 
Bavaria, laid the whole country under contribution; 


while Count Khevenhullet retook the city of Lintz, 


and drove the French troops out of Auſtria, The | 


Grand Signor affured the Queen of Hungary, that 
far from taking advantage of her troubles, he ſhould 


| ſeize all opportunities to convince her of his friend+ 


ſhip; the Pape permitted her to levy a tenth on the 
revenues of the clergy within her dominions; and 


even to uſe all the, church-plate for the ſupport of 


the war. 


. XII. As the Czarina expreſſed an inclination to 


aſſiſt this unfortunate Princeſs, the French court 
reſolved to find her employment in another quarter. 


They had already gained over to their intereſt Count 


Gyllenburg, Prime-Miniſter and Preſident. of the 
Chancery in Sweden. A diſpute happening between 


him and Mr, Burnaby, the Britiſh reſident at Stock- 


holm, ſome warm altercation, paſſed : Mr, Burnaby 
was forbid the court, and ,publiſhed a memorial in 
his own vindicstion: on the other hand, the King 
of Sweden juſtified his conduct in a reſcript ſent to 


all rhe foreign miniſters, The King of Great-Bri- 
. tain had propoſed a ſublidy-treaty to Sweden, which, 


” 


BN 


% 
* * 
= 


from the influence of French councils, was rejected. 


The Swedes having aſſembled a numerous army in 
Finland, and equipped a large ſquadron of ſhips, 
declared war againſt Ruſſia, upon the moſt trifling 
e and the fleet putting to ſea, commenced 


vonia. A body of eleven thouſand Swedes, com- 


manded by General Wirangel, having advanced to 
Willmenſtrane, were, in Auguſt, attacked and de- 
feated by General Laſci, at the head of thirty thou- 


ſand RuGians, Count Lewenhaupt, who com- 


manded the main army of the Swedes, reſolved to 
take vengeance for this diſgrace, after the Ruſſian 
troops had retired into winter-quarters, In Decem- 
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oftilities by blocking up the Ruſſian , ports in Li- 
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ber he marched towards Wybourg: but, receiving e . 7. 
letters from the Prince of Heſſe- Homburg and 
the Marquis de la Chetardie, the French ambaſſador 1741. 
mt Peterſburgh, informing him of the ſoptiſing te- | 
volution which had juſt happened in Ruſſia, and 
propofing a faſpenſion of hoſtilities; he retreated 
with his army, in order to wait for further inſtrac- 
tions; and the two courts agreed to a ceſſation of 
arms for three months. 
XIII. The Ruſſians had been for ſome time 
diſcontemed with their government. The late 
C!xarina was influenced chiefly by German councils, 
and employed a great number of foreigners in her 
ſervice, Theſe cauſes of difcontent produced fac- 
tions and conſpiracies; and when they were diſco. + 
vered, the Empreſs treated the authors of them with 
ſuch ſeverity as increafed the general diſaffection. 
Beſides, they were diſpleaſed at the manner in which 
ſhe had ſettled the ſucceflion. The Prince of Brunſ- 
wick-Lunenburgh Bevern, father to the young Czar, 
was not at all agreeable to the Ruſſian nobility, and 
His conſort, the Princeſs Anne of Mecklenburg, 
. having aſſumed the reins 'of government during her 
ſon's minority, ſeemed to follow the maxims of her 
aunt, the late Czarina. The Ruſſian grandees and 
8 therefore, turned their eyes upon the 
Princeſs Eliſabeth, who was daughter of Peter the 
Great, and the darling of the Empire. The French 
| Ambaſſador gladly concurred in a project for depo- 
ſing a Princeſs who was well affected to the Houſe of 
Auſtria. General Laſei approved of the defign, 
which was chiefly conducted by the Prince of Heſſe- 
Homburg, who, in the reigns of the Empreſs Ca- 
tharine and Peter II. had been generaliſſimo of the 
Ruſſian army. The good-will and concurrence of 
the troops being ſecured, two regiments of guards 
took poſſeſſion of all the avenues of the Imperial 
palace ar Peterſburgh, The Princeſs Eliſabeth, 
| neg herſelf at the head of one thouſand men, on 
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Bo 0 )K the fifth day of December entered the winter=-palace, 


| 1741. 


where the Princeſs of Mecklenburgh and the infant 
Czar reſided. She advanced into the chamber where 
the Princeſs and her conſort lay, and deſired them to 
riſe, and quit the palace, adding, that their perſons 


were ſafe; and that they could not juſtly blame her 
_ for aſſerting her right. At the ſame time, the 
Counts Ofterman, Golofkin, Mingden, and Mu- 


nich, were arreſted ; their papers and effects were 
ſeized, and their perſons conveyed to Schliſſelbourg, 
a fortreſs on the Neva. Early in the morning the 


ſenate aſſembling, declared all that had paſſed ſince 
the reign of Peter II. to be uſurpation; and that 
the imperial dignity belonged of right to the Prin- 
ceſs Eliſabeth: ſhe was immediately proclaimed 
Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, and recognized by the 
army in Finland, She forthwith publiſhed a general 
act of indemnity : ſhe created the Prince of  Heſſe- 


Homburg generaliſſimo of her armies : ſhe reſtored 
the Dolgorucky family to their honours and eſtates : 


ſhe recalled and rewarded all thoſe who had been 
baniſhed for favouring her pretenſions: ſhe mitiga- 


ted the exile of the Duke of Courland, 'by indulging 
him with a maintenance more ſuitable to his rank: 
ſhe releaſed General Wrangel, Count Waſaburg, 


and the other Swediſh officers, who had been taken 


at the battle of Willmenſtrand : and the Princeſs 


Anne of Mecklenburgh, with her conſort and child- 


ren, were ſent under a ſtrong guard, to Riga, the 
capital of Livonia; 

XIV. Amid(t theſe tempeſts of war and revo- 
lution, the States-General wiſely determined to 


preſerve their own tranquillity, It was, doubtleſs, 


their intereſt to avoid the dangers and expence of a 


war, and to profit by that ſtagnation of commerce 
which would neceſſarily happen among their neigh- 
bouts that were at open_cnmiry with each other: 

beſides, they. were over-awed by the declarations of 
300 French monarch on one ſide; by the power, 


e 


! ͤ 
activity, and pretenſions of his Pruſſian Majeſty on c HAP. 
the other; and they dreaded the proſpect of a Stadt- VII. 5 
holder at the head of their army. Theſe at leaſt „  - 
were the ſentiments of many Dutch patriots, rein- 
forced by others that acted under French influence. 
But the Prince of Orange numbered among his par- 
tiſans and adherents. many perſons of dignity and 
credit in the common wealth: he was adored by the 
populace, who loudly exclaimed againſt their go- 
vernors, and clamoured for a war, without ceaſing. 
This national ſpirit, joined to the remonſtrances and 
requiſitions made by the courts of Vienna ang Lon- 
don, obliged the States to iſſue orders fo un aug- 
mentation of their forces: but theſe were executed 
ſo ſlowly, that neither France nor Pruſſia had much 
cauſe to take umbrage at their preparations. In 
Italy the King of Sardinia declared for the houſe of 
Auſtria : the republick of Genoa was deeply engaged 
in the French intereſt : the Pope, the Venetians,. 
and the dukedom of Tuſcany were neutral: the 
King of Naples reſolved to ſupport the claim of his 
family to the Auſtrian dominions in Italy, and began, 
to make preparations accordingly, His mother, the 
Queen of Spain, had formed a plan for erecting 
theſe dominions into a monarchy for her ſecond fon 
Don Philip; and a body of fifteen thouſand men 
being embarked at Barcelona, were tranſported to 
Orbitello, under the convoy of the united ſquadrons 
of France and Spain. While Admiral Haddock, 
with twelve ſhips of the line, lay at anchor in the 
bay of Gibraltar, the Spaniſh fleet paſſed the ſtraits 
in the night, and was joined by the French ſquadron = 
from Toulon. The Britiſh admiral ſailing from oY 
Gibraltar, ' fell in with them in a few days, and RT 
found both ſquadrons drawn up in line of battle. 
As he bore down upon the Spaniſh fleet, the French 2 I 
Admiral ſent a flag of truce, to inform” him, that | = 
as the French and Spaniards were engaged in a joint- 
expedition, he ſhould be obliged to act in concert 
. 50 . „ 
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found guilty and hanged, though they di 
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BOOK with his maſter's allies. This interpoßition prevented 
an engagement. The combined fleets amounting to 
double the number of the Engliſh ſquadron, Admi- 


ral Haddock was obliged to de ſiſt; and proceeded 
to Port Mahon, leaving the wig to proſecute. 4 


their voyage without- moleſtation. The people of 


England were incenſed at this tranſaction, and did 


not ſcruple to affirm, that-the hands of the Britiſh 


Admiral were tied up by the neutrality of Hano- 


ver“. 

$ XV. The Court of Madrid ſeemed to have 
ſhaken off that indolence and phlegm which had' 
formerly diſgraced the councils of Spain. They 
no ſooner learned the deſtination of Commodore 
Anſon, who had failed from Spithead in the courſe 
of the preceding year, than they ſent Don Pizzaro, 
with a more powerful ſquadron, upon the fame 
voyage, to defeat his deſign. He accordingly ſteered 
the ſame courſe, and actually fell in with one or two 


ſhips of the Britiſn armament, near the ſtraits of 


Magellan: but he could not weather a long and 
furious tempeſt, through which Mr. Anſon pro- 


ceeded into the South-Sea. One of the Spaniſh 
| ſhips periſhed ar ſea: another was wrecked on the 
coaſt of Brazil: and Pizzaro bore away for the Rio 


de la Plata, where he arrived with the three remain- 


ing ſhips, in a ſhattered condition, after having loſt 


twelve 


„In the month of July two ſhips of Haddock's ſquadron _ 


in with three French ſhips of war, Captain Barnet, the Gags! | 


commodore, ſuppoſing them to be Spaniſh regiſter ſhips, fired a 
in order to bring them to; and they refuſing to comply with thi 
ſignal, a ſharp engagement enſued; after they had fought ys 


- hours, the French commander ceaſed fuing, and thought proper t 
g come to an explanation, when- he Ba 3 a. 


get parted with mut 
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ogies. N 
Ph the courſe of this, year a dangerous conſpiracy was diſcovered 
at New-York, in North America, One Hewſon, a low publican, 
had engaged feveral negroes in a deſign to deſtroy the ton, and 
maſlactre the people. Fire was ſet to ſeveral parts of the city; nine 
1 ten negroes were apprehended, conuicted, and burn alive, . 
ewſon, with his wife, and a ſervant-maid, privy to the plot, were 
T proteſting er 
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' twelve hundred men by ſickneſs. and famine, The HA b. 
Spaniards exerted the ſame vigilance and activity in VE 
Europe. Their privateers were ſo induſtrious and 


ſocceſsful, that in the beginning of this year they Te 


had taken, ſince the commencement of the war, four | 
hundred and ſeverr ſhips belonging to the ſubjects of 
Great-Britain, valued at near four millions of + 
piaſtres. The traders: had, therefore, too much 
cauſe to complain, conſidering the formidable fleets 
which were maintained for the protection of com- 
merce, In the courſe of the ſummer, Sir John 
Norris had twice ſailed towards the coaſt of Spain, 

at the head of a powerful ſquadron, without taking 
any effectval ſtep for annoying the enemy; as if the 
ſole intention of the miniſtry had been to expoſe the 
nation to the ridicule and contempt of its enemies. 
The inactivity of the Britiſh arms appears the mote 
inexcuſable, when we conſider the great armaments 
which had been prepared. The land- forces of 
Great Britain, excluſive of the Daniſh and Heſſian 
auxiliaries, amounted to ſixty: thouſand men; and 
the fleet conſiſted of above one hundred ſhips of war, 
manned by fifty- four thouſand ſailors, 
S XVI. The general diſcontent of the people had 
a manifeſt influence upon the election * members 
for the new Parliament, which produced one of the 
molt violent conteſts between the two parties, which 
had happened ſince the Revolution. All the ad- 
herents of the Prince of Wales concurred with the 
country party, in oppoſition to the miniſter ; and 
the Duke of Argyle exerted himſelf fo ſucceſsfully 
among the ſhires and boroughs of Scotland) that the 
partiſans of the miniſtry could not ſceute fix mem- 
bers out of the whole number returned from North- 
Britain. They were, however, moch more fortu- 
nate in the election of the ſixteen Peers, who were 
Choſen literally according to the lift tranſmitted from 
court. Inſtructions were delivered by the conſti- 
tuents to a great number of members returned for 
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oppoſe a ſtanding army in time of peace: to vote for 
the mitigation of exciſe laws; for the repeal of ſep» 
tennial Parliaments; and for the limitation of place». 


men in the Houſe of Commons. They, likewiſe, 
inſiſted upon their-examining into the particulars of 


the publick expence, and endeavouring to redreſs | 


the grievances of the nation. Obſtinate ſtruggles 


were maintained in all parts of the united kingdoms 


with uncommon ardour and perſeverance ;. and ſuch 


a national ſpirit of oppoſition prevailed, that, not- 


withſtanding the whole. weight of mihiſterial in- 


fluence, the contrary. intereſt ſcemed to preponderate 


in the new Parliament. of | 

XVII. The King returned to England in the 
month of October; and on the firſt day of Decem- 
ber the ſeſſion was opened. Mr. Onſlow: being re- 
choſen ſpeaker was approved of by his Majeſty, who 


ſpoke in the uſual ſtile to both Houſes. He obſer- 


ved, that the former Parliament had formed the 
ſtrongeſt reſolutions in favour of the Queen of Hun- 


gary, ſor the maintenance of the pragmatick ſanc- 


tion; for the preſervation of the balance of power, 


and the peace and liberties of Europe; and that if 


the other powers which were under the like engage» 
ments with him had anſwered the juſt expectations 


. fo ſolemaly given, the ſupport of the common cauſe 


would have been-attended with leſs difficulty. He 
ſaid, he had endeavoured, by the moſt proper and 


_ early applications, to induce other powers that were 
united with him by the ties of common intereſt to 


concert ſuch meaſures as ſo important and critical 
a conjuncture required: that where an accommo- - 
dation ſeemed neceſſary, he had laboured to recon- 
cile Princes whoſe Union would have been the moſt 


feffeclual means to prevent the miſchiefs which had 
happened, and the beſt ſecurity. for the intereſt and 


ſafety: of the whole. He owned his endeavours had 
not hitherto produced the deſired effect; though he 
355 | | > Ou . Was 
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was not without hope, that a juſt ſenſe of approach · C AP, 
ing danger would give a more favourable turn to the | 


councils of other nations. He repreſented the ne- 741. 


ceſſity of putting the kingdom in ſuch a poſture of 


defence as would enable him to improve all oppor- 
tunities of maintaining the liberties of Europe, and 


defeat any attempts that ſhould be made againſt him 
and his dominions; and he recommended unani- 
mity, vigour, and diſpatch, . The Houſe of Com- 


mons having appointed their ſeveral committees, the 


Speaker reported the King's ſpeech ; and Mr. 
Herbert moved, for an addreſs of thanks, including 


an approbation of the means by which the war had 


been proſecuted. The motion being ſeconded by 
Mr. Trevor, Lord Noel Somerſet ſtood up and 


moved, that the, Houſe would in their addreſs de- 


fire his Majeſty not to engage theſe kingdoms in a 


war for the preſervation of his foreign dominions, 
He was ſupported by that incorruptible patriot, 


Mr. Shippen, who declared he was neither aſhamed 


nor afraid to affirm, that thirty years had made no 


change in any of his political opinions. He ſaid he 
was grown old in the Houſe of Commons; that time 


had verified the predictions he had formerly uttered; = 
and that he had ſcen- his conjectures ripened into. 


knowledge. If my country (added he) has been 


©« ſo unfortunate as once more to commit her inte- 


ſt to men who propoſe to themſelves no advan- 
te tage from their truſt but that of ſelling it, I may, 
«« perhaps, fall once more under. cenſure for de- 


&« clating my opinion, and be once more treated as 
« a criminal, for aſſerting what they who puniſh me 


„cannot deny; for maintaining that Hanoveriag - 


« maxims are inconſiſtent with the happineſs of this 


et nation; and for preſerving the caution ſo ſlronglx 
« inculcated. by thoſe patriots who framed the A 
of Settlement, and conferred upon the preſent . 
„ Royal Family their title to the throne.” Hl 
ticularized the inſtances in which the miniſtry 3 | 
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conſtitution ; and he infiſted on the heceſſſty of 


taking ſome ſtep to remove the apprehenſions of the 


people, who began to think themſelves in danger of 
being factificed to the ſecurity of foreign dominions.. 
Mr. Gibbon, who ſpoke on the fame fide of the 
ueſtion, expatiated upon the abſurdity of returnin 
ks for the proſecution of a war which had been 
egregiouſiy miſmanaged. What! (faid he) are 
our thanks to be folemnly returned for defeats, 
«- diſgrace, and loſſes, the ruin of our merchants, 
« the impriſonment of our ſailors, idle ſhows of ar- 


% maments, and uſeleſs expences?“ Sir Robert 
Walpole having made a ſhort ſpeech in defence of 


the frſt motion for an addreſs, was anſwered by 


Mr. Polteney, who ſeemed to be animated with a 


double proportion of patriot indignation. He af- 


ſerted, that from a review of that Miniſter's conduct 


ſince the beginning of the diſpute with Spain, it 


would appear that he had been guilty not only of 


ſingle errors, but of deliberate treachery: that he 


had always co- operated with the enemies of his 


country, and ſacrificed to his private intereſt the 
happineſs and honour of the Britiſh nation. He 
then entered into a detail of that conduct againft 
which he had fo often declaimed ; and being tranſ- 
porred by an over-heated imagination, accuſed' him 


of perſonal attachment and affection to the enemies 


of the kingdom. A charge that was dvubtleſs the 
reſult of exaggerated animoſity, and ſerved only to 
invalidate the other articles of imputation that were 


much better founded. His objections were over- 


4 


ruled; and the addreſs, as at firſt propoſed, was pre- 


ſented to his Majeſty. 


* XVII. This ſmall advantage, however, the 


Miniſter did not conſider as a proof of his having 
aſcertained an undoubted majority in the Houſe o 
Commons, There was a great number of diſputed 


elections; and the diſcuſſion of theſe was the point 


gn 
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occasion. The inconfiderable majority that appeared - 
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on which che people had turned their eyes, as the o ug. V. 


criterion- of the Miniſter's power and credit. In the 


75 


firſt which was heard at the bar of the Houſe, he ua. 


carried his point by a majority of fix only; and this 
he looked upon as a defeat rather than a victory. 
His enemies exulted in their ſtrength; as they knew 


they ſhould be joined, in matters of importance, hy 


ſeveral members who voted againſt them on this 


on the ſide of the admiaĩſtration plainly proved that 


the influence of the Miniſter was greatly diminiſhed, 
and feemed to prognofticate his further decline. 


This confidetation induced ſome individuals to de- 


_ elare againſt him as a ſetting ſun, from whoſe 


beams they could expect no further warmth. His 


- adherents began to tremble; and he himſelf had oc- 


eaſion for all his art and equanimity, Fhe courr- 


Intereſt was not ſufficient to ſupport the election of 


their own! members for Weſtminſter, The high- 


baihff had been guilty of ſome illegal practices at 


the poll; and three joſtices of the peace had, on 


pretence of preventing riots, ſent for a military force 


to over-awe the election. A petition prefented by 


the electors of Weſtminſter was taken into conſi- 


deration by the Houſe ; and the election was de- 
clared void by a majority of four voices, The high- 
bailiff was taken into cuſtody : the officer who or- 
dered the ſoldiers ro march, and the three juſtices 
who ſigned the letter, in conſequence of which he 


ated, were reprimanded on their knees at the bar 


of the Houſe, 


XIX. The country-party maintained the ad- 


vantage they had gained in deciding upon ſeveral 


other controverted elections; and Sir Robert Wal- 
pole tottered on the brink of ruin. He knew that 

the majority of a fingle vote would at any time 
commit him priſoner to the Tower, ſhould ever the 
motion be made; and he faw that his fafety could 


he effected by no other expedient bur that of di- 
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BOOK: riding the oppoſition. Towards the accompliſn- 


II. 


. 


ment of this purpoſe he employed all his credit and 


- dexterity. His emiſſaries did not fail to tamper 
X 21741 4 


with thoſe members of the oppoſite party who were 


the moſt likely to be converted by their arguments. 


A meſſage was ſent by the Biſhop of Oxford to the 


Prince of Wales, importing, That if his Royal 


Highneſs would write a letter of condeſcenſion to 


the King, he and all his counſcllors ſhould be taken 
into favour; that fifty thouſand pounds ſhould. be, 
added to his revenue; four times that ſum. be. diſ- 
burſed immediately for the payment of his debis; 
and ſuitable: proviſion be made in due time for all 
his followers. . The Prince declined this propoſal. 
He declared that he would accept no ſuch condi- 


tions, while Sir Robert Walpole continued to direct 


the publick affairs: that he looked upon him as a 
bar between his Majeſty and the affections of his 
propie z as the author of the national grievances 

oth at home and abroad; and as the ſole cauſe of 
that contempt which Great-Britain had incurred in 
all the Courts of Europe. His Royal Highneſs. was 
now chief of this formidable party, revered by the 
whole nation=--a party which had gained the aſcen · 
dancy in the Houſe of Common; which profeſſed 


to act upon the principles of publick virtue; which 


demanded the fall of an odious Miniſter, as à ſacri- 


fice due to an injured people; and declared that no 
temptation could ſhake. their virtue; that no art 
could diſſolve the cement by which they were united. 
Sir Robert Walpole, though repulſed in his attempt 
upon the Prince of Wales, was more ſucceſsful in 
his other endeavours, He reſolved to try his ſtrength 
once more in the Houſe of Commons, in another 


diſputed election; and had the mortification to ſee 


the majority augmented to ſixteen voices. He de- 
clared he would never more fit in that Hovſe;z and 


next day, which was the third of February, the King 


adjourned both Houſes of Parliament to the eigh- 


teenth 


| £2. @* £0” - GB I.-* 77 
teenth day of the ſame month. In this interim Sir c H AP. 
Robert Walpole was created Earl of Orford, and __Y: 
refigned all his employments. 4 
XX. At no time of his life did he acquit bim- 
ſelf with ſuch prudential policy as he now diſplayed. 
He found means to ſeparate the parts that compoſed 
the oppoſition, and to transfer the popular vdtum 
from himſelf to thoſe who had profeſſed themſelves 
his keeneſt adverſaries. The country-party conſiſted 
of the Tories, reinforced by diſcontented Whigs, 
who had either been diſappointed in their own amb 
tious views, or felt for the diſtreſſes of their country, 
occaſioned by a weak and worthleſs adminiſtration. 
The old patriots, and the Whigs whom they had 
Joined, acted upon very different, and, indeed, upon 
oppoſite principles of government; and, therefore, 
they were united only by the ties of convenience. 
A coalition was projected between the diſcontented 91 
Whigs and thoſe of the ſame denomination who 
acted in the miniſtry. Some were gratified with 
titles and offices; and all were affured, that in the 
management of affairs a new ſyſtem would be 
adopted, according to the plan they themſelves ſhould 
propoſe, The Court required nothing of them, but 
that the Earl of Orford ſhould eſcape with impunity. 
His place of Chancellor of the Exchequer was be- 
ſtowed upon Mr, Sandys, who was likewiſe appointed 
a Lord of the Treaſury ; and the Earl of Wilming- 
ton ſucceeded him as firſt Commiſſioner of that 
Board. Lord Harrington being dignified with the 
title of Earl, was declared Prefident of the Council; 
and in his room Lord” Carteret became Secretary of 
State. The Duke of Argyle was made Maſter- 
general of the Ordnance, Colonel of his Majeſty's 
Royal regiment of Horſe guards, Field-marſhal and 
Commander in chief of 'all the forces in South-Bri- 
tain; but, finding himſelf diſappointed in his ex- 
pectations of the coalition, he, in leſs than a month, 
renounced all theſe employments, . The TO, 
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BOOK of Tweedale was appointed Secretary of State for 


1 
10 


Mr. Pulteney was ſworn of the Privy- council, and 
afterwards created Earl of Bath. The Earl of Win- 
chelſea and Nottingham was preferred to the head 
of the Admiralty, in che room of Sir Charles Wager; 


| and, after the reſignation of the Duke of Argyle, 


the Earl of Stair was appointed Field-marſhal of all 
his Majeſty's forces, as well as Ambaſſador-enttaor- 
dinary to the States-General, On. the ſeventeenth 
| Hay of February the Prince of Wales, attended by a 
numerous tetinue of his adherents, waited on his 
Majeſty, who received him graciouſly, and ordered 


his guards to be reſtored. Lord Carteret and Mr. 
Sandys were the firſt who embraced the offers of the 


Court, without the conſent or privity of any other 
leaders in the oppoſition, except that of Mr. Pulte- 
ney; but they declared to their esse they would 
{till proceed upon patriot principles: that they would 
concur in promoting an enquiry into paſt meaſures; 
and in enacting neceſſary laws to ſecure the conſti- 
tution from the practices of corruption. Theſe pro- 
ſeſſions were believed, not only by their old coadju- 


tors in the Houſe of Commons, but alſo by the na- 


tion in general. The reconciliation between the 
King and the Prince of Wales, together with the 
change in the miniſtiy, were celebrated with publick 
rejoicings all over the kingdom and immediately 


after the adjournment nothing but cbt appeared 


in the Houſe of Commons. 

XXI But this harmony was of ſhoet duration. 
It ſoon appeared, that thoſe who had declaimed the 
loudeſt for the liberties of their country had been 

actuated ſolely by the moſt ſordid, and even the moſt 
ridiculous motives of ſelf. intereſt, Jealouſy and mu- 


tual diſtruſt enſued between them and their former 


confederates. The nation complained, that, inſtead 
of a total change of men and meaſures, they ſaw 


the old miniſtry ſtrengthened by this coalition; and 
þ . | the | 


Scotland, a poſt which had been long ſuppreſſed: 
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| the ſame intereſt in Parliament on withC-H 


redoubled influence. They branded the new con- 


verts as apoſtates and betrayers of their country; 


and, in the tranſports of their indignation, they en- 
tirely overlooked the old object of their reſentment. 
That a nobleman of pliant principles, narrow for- 


ws 


„% 


tune, and unbounded ambition, ſhould forſake his 


party for the blandiſhments of affluence, power, and 
authority, will not appear ſtrange to any perſon 
- acquainted with the human heart; but the ſenſible 
pace of mankind will always reflect with amazement 

upon the conduct of a man, who ſeeing himſelf ido- 
lized by his fellow. citizens, as the firſt and firmeſt 
patriot in the kingdom, as one of the moſt ſhining 


ornaments of his country, could give up all his po 


pularity, and incur the contempt or deteſtation of 
mankind, for the wretched conſideration of an em 


title, =ithour office, influence, or the leaſt ſubſtan- 5 


2 appendage. One cannot, without an emotion 
of .grief, contemplate ſuch an inſtance of infatua- 
tion One cannot but lament, that ſuch glory ſhould 


have been ſo weakly forfeited: that ſuch talents 
ſhould have been loſt to the cauſe of liberty and vir- 


tue. Doubtleſs he flattered himſelf with the hope 
of one day directing the councils of his Sovereign ; 
but this was never accompliſhed, and he remained a 
ſolitary monument of blaſted ambition. Before, the 
change in the miniftry, Mr.-Pulteney moved that 
2 papers relating to the conduct of the 
war, which had been laid before the Houſe, ſhould 
be referred to a ſelect committee, who ſhould exa- 


mine ſtrictly into the particulars, and make a 7 
4 


to the Houſe of their temarks, and objections 
motion introduced a debate; but, upon a diviſion, 
was rejected by a majority of three voices. Peti- 


tions having been. preſented by the merchants .of _ 
London, Briſtol, Liverpool, Glaſgow, and almoſt all 


the trading towns in the kingdom, complaining of 


the loſſes as hed ſuſtained by the bad conduct of 


321 the 
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the war, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, 


to deliberate on theſe remonſtrances. The articles 


of the London petition were explained by Mr. Glo- 


ver, an eminent merchant of that city. Six days 


vere ſpent in peruſing papers and examining wit- 


neſſes: then the ſame gentleman ſummed up the 
evidence, and in a pathetick ſpeech endeavoured to 
demonſtrate, that the commerce of Great-Baitain 
had been expoſed to the inſults and rapine of the 


Spaniards, not by inattention or accident, but by 


I 
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one uniform and continued deſign. This enquiry 
being reſumed after the adjournment, copies of in- 
ſtructions to Admirals and Captains of cruiling ſhips 
were laid before the Houſe: the Commons paſſed 
ſeveral reſolutions, upon which a bill was prepared 
for the better protecting and ſecuring the trade and 
navigation of the kingdom: It made its way through 
the Lower Houſe; but was thrown out by the Lords. 
The penſion-bill was revived, and ſent up to the 
Peers, where it was again rejected, Lord Carteret 
voting againſt that very meaſure which he had ſo 
Jately endeavoured to promote. On the ninth-day 
of March, Lord Limerick made a motion for ap- 


_* pointing a committee to enquire into the conduct of 


affairs for the laſt twenty years: he was ſeconded by 
Sir John St. Aubyn, and ſupported by Mr. Velters 
Cornwall, Mr. Phillips, Mr. W. Pitt, and Lord Per- 
cival, the new member for Weſtminſter, who had 


already ſignalized himſelf by his eloquence and ca- 


pacity. The motion was oppoſed by Sir Charles 
Wager, Mr. Pelham, and Mr. Henry Fox, Sur- 


veyor- general to his Majeſty's Works, and brother 


to Lord Ilcheſter. Though the oppoſition was faint 


and frivolous, the propoſal was rejected by a majo- 


An. 1742. 


rity of two voices, Lord Limerick, not yet diſ- 
couraged, made a motion, on the twenty-third day 
of March, for an enquiry into the conduct of Robert 


Earl of Orford for the laſt ten years of, his admi- 


niſtration; and, after.a ſharp debate, it wgs carried in 


the 
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the afficitative; The Houſe reſolved" to chooſe a CH AT. 
ſecret committee by ballot; and in the mean time vi. F 
preſented an addreſs” to the King, aſfuring bim of e 758 


their fidelity,” zeal, and affection. 


- 


XXII. Str Robert Godſchall having moved for 


leave to bring in a bill to repeal the at for ſeprens » 


nial Parliaments, he was feconded by Sir John Bar- 
nard; but warmly oppoſed by Mr. Pulteney and 
Mr. Sandys; and the queſtion paſſed in the nega- 
tive. The committee of ſecreſy being choſen, be- 
gan to examine evidence, and Mr, Paxton, Sollicitor 
to the Treaſory, refuſing to anfwer ſuch queſtions as 


committee, complained to the Houſe of his obſti- 
nacy. He was firſt taken into cuſtody ; and ſtill 


E in his tefuſal, committed to Newgate. 
Th 


en his Lordſhip moved, that leave ſhould be 
given to bring in a bill for indemnifying evidence 
. againſt the Earl of Orford ; and it was actually pre- 


pared by a deciſion of the majority.” In the Houſe 


of Lords it was vigorouſly oppoſed by Lord Carteret, 


and as ſtrenuouſſy fupported by the Duke of Argyle; 


but fell, upon a diviſion, by the weight of ſuperior 
numbers. Thoſe members in the Houſe of Com- 


mons who heartily wiſhed that the enquiry might be 


proſecuted were extremely incenſed at the fate of 
this bill. A committee was appointed to ſearch the 


Journals of the Lords for 3 their report 
0 


being read, Lord Strange, ſon of the Earl of Derby, 
moved for a reſolution, * That the Lords refuſing to 

concur with the Commons of Great- Britain, in an 
indemnification neceſſary to the effectual carrying on 


were put to him, Lord Limerick, chairman of the 


. 2 


174 


the enquiry, now depending in Parliament, is an 


obſtruct ion to Juſtice, and may prove fatal to the 
Jiberties of this nation.“ This motion, which was 


ſeconded by Lord Quarendon, fon of the Earl of 


'Lichfield, gave riſe to 4 warm debate; and Mr. 


Sandys declaimed againſt: it, as a ſtep that would 
bring on an immediate diſſolution of the preſent 
"YOu, III. G | form 
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| I. with what effrontery ſome men can ſhift their max- | ' 
—— ims, and openly contradict the whole tenor of their | 
37%» former conduct. Mr. Sandys did not paſs uncen- 
ſured : | he. ſuſtained ſome ſevere ſarcaſms on his 
apoſtacy, from Sir John Hynde Cotton, who refuted 
all his objections: nevertheleſs, the motion paſſed 
in the negative.. Notwithſtanding this 778 obſtruc- 
tion, purpoſely thrown in the way of the enquiry, . 
the ſecret committee diſcovered many flagrant in- | 
ſtances. of fraud and corruption in which the Earl of 
Orford: had been concerned. It appeared, that he 
had granted fraudulent contracts for paying the troops 
in the Weſt· Indies: that he had employed iniquitous 
arts to influence elections: that for CES 
during the laſt ten years, he had touched one million 
four hundred fiſty-three _ thouſand four hundred 
pounds of the publick money: that above fifty thou- 
ſand pounds of this ſum had been paid to authors 
and printers of newſpapers and political tracts writ- 
ten in defence of the miniſtry : that on the very day 
which preceded his reſignation, he had ſigned orders 
on the civil-liſt revenues for above thirty thouſand 
pounds: but as the caſh remaining in the Exchequer 
did not much exceed fourteen thouſand pounds, he 
had raiſed the remaining part of the thirty thouſand, 
by pawning the orders to a banker. The commit- 
tee proceeded to make further progreſs in theit ſcru- 
tiny, and had almoſt prepared a third report, when 
they were interrupted by the prorogation of Parlia- 
ment. Eon ok LNG 1 
$ XXIII. The miniſtry, finding it was neceſſary 
to take ſome ſtep for conciliating the affection of the 
people, gave way to a bill for excluding certain offi- 
cers from ſeats in the Houſe of Commons. They 
paſſed another for encouraging the linen manufacture; 
a third for regulating the trade of the plantations; 
and a fourth to prevent the marriage of lunaticks. 
They voted forty thouſand ſeamen, and ſixty- two 
2 e thouſand 
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thouſand five hundred landmen for the ſervice of theCH AP. 


current year. They provided for the ſubſidies 8 | 


Denmark and Heſle-Caſſel, and voted five hundred 3542. 


thouſand pounds to the Queen of Hungary. The 


expence of the year amounted to near fx millions, 
raiſed by the land- tax at four ſhillings in the pound, 
by the malt-tax, by one million from the finking- 
fund, by annuities granted upon it for eight hun- 
dred thouſand pounds, and à loan of one million fix 
hundred thouſand pounds from the Bank. la the 


month of July, John Lord Gower was appointed 


Keeper of his Majeſty's Privy-ſeal: Allen Lord Ba- 


thurſt was made Captain of the Band of Penſioners; 


and on the fifteenth day of the month, Mr. Pulteney 


tool his ſeat in the Houſe of Pecrs/as/Earl of Bath. 


The King cloſed the ſeſſion in the uſual way, after 


having given them to underſtand, that a treaty' of 


peace was concluded between the Queen of Hun- 


gary and the King of Pruſſia, under his mediation ; 


and that the late ſucceſſes of the Auſtrian arms were 
in a great meaſure owing to the generous aſſiſtance 
afforded by the Britiſh nation. 
$ XXIV. By this time great changes had hap- 
pened in the affairs of the Continent. The Elector 
of Bavaria was choſen Emperor of Germany at 
Franckfort on the Maine, and crowned by the 
name of Charles VII. on the twelfth day of February. 


Thither the Imperial diet was removed from Ra- 
tiſbon: they confirmed his election, and indulged 


him with a ſubſidy of fifty Roman months, amount- 
ing to about two hundred thouſand pounds ſterling. 
In the mean time, the Auſtrian General, Kheven- 


huller, ravaged his electorate, and made himſelf. 
maſter of Munich, the capital of Bavaria: he like- 


wiſe laid part of the Palatinate under contribution, 
in reſentment for that Elector's having ſent a body 
of his troops to reinforce the Imperial army. In 


March, Count Saxe, with a detachment of French _ 


and Bavarians, reduced Egra; and the Auſtrians 
N 1 G 2 wete 


1 K 
a — ee oy - 
— 1 4 3 — — K — — 

23 — — Tax, — 
* rr — — — hu — -- = _ Ss = 
lad 1 * * 
* Ly" 


4 12 


HISTORY Of ENGLAND. 995 


50 k were obliged to evacuate Bavaria, though they 


II. 


afterwards returned. ;, Khevenhuller took poſt in the 


"neighbourhood. of Paſſau, and detached Generbl 


_ Bernclau to Dinglefing-on. the Iſet, to obſerye the 


motions of the, enemy,-who were now become ex- 


rremely., formidable. In May, a detachment of 


French and Bavarians advanced to the caſtle of Hil- 
kerſbergh on the Danube, with a view to take poſ- 


ſeſſion: of a bridge over the river: the Auſttian 
gatriſon immediately marched out to give them 
battle, and a ſevere action enſued, in which the Im- 


perialiſts were defeated. -. 
XXV. In the beginning of che year, the Queen 


ot Hungary had aſſembled two conſiderable armies 


in Moravia and Bohemia. Prince Charles of Lor- 
raine, at the head of fifty thouſand men, advanced 
\againſt the Saxons and Pruſſians, who thought pro- 


per to retire with precipitation from Moravia, which 


they had invaded. Then the Prince took the route 
to Bohemia; and Marſhal Broglio, who commanded 


the French forces in chat country, muſt have fallen 


a ſacrifice, had not the King of Pruſſia received a 
Reg te inforcement, and entered that kingdom be- 
fore his allies could be attacked. The two armies 


advanced towards each other; and, on the ſeven- 


teenth of May, joined battle at Czaſlaw, where the 
Auſtrians at firſt gained a manifeſt advantage, and 
penetrated. as far as the Pruſſian baggage: then the 
irregulars began to plunder ſo eagerly, that they 


negleCted every other conſideration. The Pruſſian 


infantry took this opportunity to rally: the battle 
was renewed, and, after a very obſtinate conteſt, 


the victory was ſnatched out of the hands of the 


Auſtrians, who were obliged to retire, with the loſs 
of five thouſand men killed, and twelve hundred 


taken by the enemy. The Pruſſians paid dear far 
the honour of remaining on the field of battle; and 
from the circumſtances of this action the King is 
_ Jaid to have conceived a diſguſt to the war. When 


the 
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- the Auſtrians made ſuch progreſs in the beginning Cu- 


of the engagement, he rode off with great expedition, 


— 
until he wa recalled by a meſſage from his Gene- N 


ral, che Count de Schwerin, aſſuring his Majeſty 
chat there was no danger of a defeat. Immediately 
after this battle, he diſcovered an inclination to ac- 

commodate all differences with the Queen of Hun- 
gary. The Earl of Hyndford, Ambaſſador from 
the court of 'Great-Britain, who- accompanied him 
in this campaign, and was veſted with full powers by 
ber Hungarian Majeſty, did not fail to eultivate 
this favourable diſpoſition: and on the firſt day of 

June, a treaty of peace between the two powets was 
concluded at Breflaw. The Queen ceded to his 


Pruſſian Majeſty the Upper and Lower Sileſia, wich 


the county of Glatz in Bohemia; and he charged 
himfelf with the payment of the ſum lent by the 
merchants of London to the late Emperor; on the 
Sileſian revenues. He likewiſe engaged to obſerve 
a ſtrict nectrality during the wär, and to withdraw 


his forces from Bohemia in fifteen days after the ra- 


tiſication of the treaty, in which were comprehended 

the King of Great- Britain Ele&or of Hanover, the 
Czatina, the King of Denmark, the States General; 
the” Houſe of Wolfenbuttle, and the King of Poland 
Elector of Saxony, on certain conditions, which 
were accepted. 


IXXVI. The King of Profiia oceadied his dps} 


while Mareſchal Broglio, who commanded the 


French avxiliaries in that kingdom, and the Count 


de Belteifle, abandoned rheic magazines and 'bag- f | 
gage, and retired with cipitation under the can- 


non of Prague. There they entrenched” themſelves 
in an advantageous firuation ; and Prince Chafles 
being joined by the other body of Auſtrians, under 
Prince Lobkowitz, encamped in fight of them, on 
the hills of Giriſnitz. The Grand Doke of Tof- 


cany arrived in the Auſtrian army, of Which he took 


the command; and the French Generals offered to 
5 G 3 ſurrender 
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Boo k furrender, Prague, 'Egra, and all the other places 


cl 


they poſſeſſed in Bohemia, provided they might be 


allowed to march off with their arms, artillery, and 


baggage. The propoſal was rejected. and Prague 
inveſted on all ſides about the end oſ July. Though 
the operations of the ſiege were carried on in an 
auk ward and ſlovenly manner, the place was ſo effec- 
tually blocked up, that famine muſt have compelled 
the French to ſurrender at diſcretion, had not very 
extraordinary efforts been made for their relief. The 
Emperor had made advances to the Queen of Hun- 
gary, He promiſed that the French forces ſhould 
quit Bohemia, and evacuate the empire; and he 
offcred to renounce all pretenſions to the kingdom 
of Bohemia, on condition that the Auſtrians would 
reſtore Bavaria: but theſe conditions were declined - 
by the court of Vienna. The King of France was 
no ſooner apprized of the condition to which the 
Generals Broglio and  Belleifle were reduced, than 
he ſent orders to Marſhal Maillebois, who com- 
manded his army on the Khine, to march to their 
relief. His troops were immediately put in motion; 
and when they reached Amberg in the Upper Pala- 
tinate, were joined by the French and Imperialiſts 
from Bavaria. Prince Charles of Lorraine having 
received intelligence of their junction and deſign, 
leſt eighteen thouſand men to maintain the blockade 


of Prague, under the command of General Feſtititz, 


while he himſelf, with the reſt of his army, ad- 
vanced to Haydon on the frontiers of Bohemia. 
There he was joined by Count Khevenhuller, Who 
from Bavaria had followed the enemy, now com- 


manded by Count Seckendorff, and the Count de 


Saxe. Seckendorff, however, was fent back to Ba- 
varia, while Marſhal Maillebois entered Bohemia 
on the twenty-fifth day of September. But he 
marched with ſuch precaution, that Prince Charles 
could not bring him to an engagement. Mean 
while Feſtititz, for want of ſufficient force, was 
, Ding Bp as duc ein Ie __ obliged 
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obliged to abandon the blockade of Prague; and © 
the French Generals being now at liberty, took poſt 


7%. 


at Leutmaritz. Maillebois advanced as far as Ka- 
dan: but ſeeing the Auſtrians poſſeſſed of all the 
paſſes of the mountains, he marched back to the 
Palatinate, and was miſerably harraſſed in his retreat 
by Prince Charles, who had left a ſtrong body with 
Prince Lobkowitz, to watch the motions of Belleiſſe 
and Broglio. N e wo” ; 
XXVII. Theſe Generals ſeeing: themſelves 
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ſurrounded on all hands, returned to Prague, from 


whence Broglio made his eſcape in the habit of a 
courier, and was ſent to command the army of 
Maillebois, who was by this time diſgraced. Prince 
Lobkowitz, who now directed the blockade of 
Prague, had ſo effrctually cut off all communica- 
tioa between that place and the adjacent country, 
that in a little time the French troops were reduced 
to gteat extremity, both from the ſeverity of the 


ſeaſon, and the want of proviſion. They were al- 


ready reduced to the neceſſity of eating horſe-fleſh, 
and unclean animals; and they had no other proſpect 


but that of periſhing by famine or war, when their 


commander formed the ſcheme of a retreat, which 
was actually put in execution. Having taken ſome 
artful precautions to deceive the enemy, he, in the 
middle of December, departed from Prague at mid - 


night, with about fourteen thouſand men, thirty 


pieces of artillery, and ſome of the principal citizens 
as hoſtages for the ſafety of nine hundred ſoldiers 


whom he had left in garriſon. Notwithſtanding tbe 


difficulties he muſt have encountered at that ſeaſun 


of the year, in a broken and unfrequented road, 
which he purpoſely choſe, he marched with ſuch 


expedition, that he had gained the paſſes of the 


mountains, before he was overtaken by the horſe 
and huſſars of Prince Lobkowitg. The fatigue and 
hardſhips which the miſerable; ſoldiers underwent 
are inexpreſſible,. A great number: periſhed in the 
tides} 4 7 
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ſnow, 
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B OO Eſnow, and many hundreds, ſaintiug with mearicieſss 


cold, and hunger, were left to the Merey of the 


"in. Auſtrian irregulars, conſiſting of the moſt barbarous 
| people on the face of the earth. The Count de- 


Belleiſle, though tortured with che hip-gout, be- 
haved with ſurpriſing reſolution and activity. He 
cauſed himſelf to be carried in a litter to every place 


where he thought his preſence. was neceſſary, and 


made ſuch diſpoſitions, that the purſuers never could 


make an impreſſion upon the body. of his troops: 
but all his artillery, baggage, and even his own equi - 


page, fell into the hands of the enemy. On the 
twenty · ninth day of December, he arrived at Egraz 
from whence he proceeded. to Alſace without ſur- 
ther moleſtation: but, when he returned: to Ver- 
ſailles, he met with a very cold reception, not with. 
ſtanding the gallant exploit which he had performed; 
After his eſcape, Prince Lobkowicz returned to 
Prague, and the ſmall gartiſon which Belleiſie had 
left in that place ſurrendered upaphonowrable terms: 
ſo that this capital teverted ga the Houſe of Auſtria. 
$ XXVUL The King of Great Britain teſolui 
to make a powerful diverſion in the Netherlands, 
had, in the month of April, ordered ſixteen thou- 
ſand effective men to be embarked or that country: 
but, as this ſtep was taken without any previous 
concert with the States-General, the Earl of Stair, 
deſtined to the command of the forces in Flanders, 
was in the mean time appointed Ambaſſador Extra- 
ordinary and Plenipotentiary. ta their High Mighti- 
neſſes, in order to perſuade them to co- operate vi- 
gotouſiy in the plan which his Britannick:, Majeſty 
had formed: a plan by which Great-Britain was 
engaged as a principal in a foreign diſpute, and en- 
tailed upon herſelf the whole hurthen of an expenſive 
war, big with ruin and diſgrace. England, fromm 
being the umpire ges now become a party in all 


continental 1 arrels j and, inſtead of trimming the 


balance of 
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treaſure in ſopporting the intereſt and aue ge egg 


* pa electoratèe in the north of Germany. The 
of Pruſſia had been at variance with the Elec - 

tor — The duchy of Mecklenburgh was 
the avowed ſubject of diſpute: but his Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty is ſaic to have had other more provoking cauſes 
of complaint, which, however, he did not think 

proper to divulge. The King of Great-Britain found 

it convenient to accommodare theſe differences. In 

the [courſe of this fummer, the two powers concluded 

a convention, in conſequence of which- the troops 


of Hanover evacuated Mecklenburgh, and three 


regiments of Brandenburgh took poſſeſſion of thoſe 

baĩliwicks that were mortgaged to the King of Pruſ- 
fia. The Elector of Hanover being now ſecured 
from danger, fixteen thouſand troops of that coun- 
try, together with the fix thouſand auxiliary Heſſians, 
began cheir march for the Netherlands; and about 
the middle of October arrived in the neighbourhood 
of Bruſſels, where they encamped. The Earl of 


Stair repaired to Ghent, where the Britiſn forces 


were quartered: a body of Auſtrians was aſſembled; 
and though the ſeaſon was far advanced, he ſeemed 
determined upon ſome expedition: but all of a ſud- 
den the troops were ſent into winter quarters. The 


Auſtrians retired to Luxembourg: the Engliſh and 


Heſſians remained in Flanders; and the Hanove- 
rians marched into the county of Liege, without 
any regard to the Biſhop's proteſtation. 
XXIX. The States- General had made a con- 
fiderable augmentation” of their forces by ſea and 
land; but; notwithſtanding” the repeated inſtances 


of the Earl of Stair, they reſol ved to adhere to their 


neutrality: they dreaded the neighbourhood of the 
French; and they were far from being pleaſed *to 
ſee the Engliſh'ge 
Friends of the Houſe uf Orange began to exert them- 
ſelves: the States of Groningen and Weſt-Friefland 
eee ol the Frinee, againſt che pro- 

motion 


t footing" in the Netherlands. The 
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BoOOKmotion. of foreign Generals which had lately been 


made: but his intereſt was powerfully oppoſed. by 


| the provinces of Zealand and Holland, which: had 


1743+ 


the greateſt weight in the republick. The revolu- 
tion in Ruſſia did not put an end to the war with 
Sweden. Theſe two powers had agreed to an armi- 


ſtice of three months, during which the Czarina 


augmented her forces in Finland. She likewiſe or- 
dered the Counts Oſterman and Munich, with their 


adherents, to be tried: they were condemned to 
death, but pardoned on the ſcaffold, and ſent in 
exile to Siberia. The Swedes, ſtill encouraged by 
the intrigues: of France, refuſed. to liſten, to any 
terms of accommodation, unleſs Carelia, and the 


other conqueſts of the Czar Peter, ſhould be reſtored. 
The French court had expected to bring over the 
new Empreſs to their meaſures: but they found 


her as well . diſpoſed as her predeceſſor to aſſiſt the 


Houſe of Auſtria, She remitted a conſiderable ſum 
of money to the Queen of Hungary; and at the 
ſame time congratulated the Elector of Bavaria on 


his elevation to the Imperial throne. The ceremony 


of her coronation was performed in May, with great 
ſolemnity, at Moſcow; and in November, ſhe de- 
clared her nephew, the Duke of Holſtein-Gottorp, 
her ſucceſſor, by the title of Grand Prince of all the 


Ruſſians The ceſſation of arms being expired, Ge- 


neral Laſci reduced Frederickſheim, and obliged 
the Swediſh, army, commanded by Count Lewen- 
haupt, to retire before him, from one place to ano- 
ther, until at length they were quite ſurrounded near 
Helſing ſors. In this emergency, the Swediſh Ge- 
neral ſubmitted to a capitulation, by which his in- 


fantry were tranſported by ſea to Sweden; his cavalry 


marched by land to Abo; and his artillery and ma- 
gazines remained in the hands of the Ruſſians. The 


ing of Sweden being of an adyanced age, the diet 


aſſembled in order to ſettle the ſucceſſion ; and the 
Duke of Holiteig-Gottorp, as grandſon to the * 
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Gſter to- Charles XII. was declared next heir to the c H a». 


Crown. A courier was immediately diſpatched to 


Moſcow, to notify to the Duke this determination ,,? 2 


of the diet; and this meſſage was followed by a 
deputation; but when they underſtood that he had 
embraced the religion of the Greek church, and 
been acknowledged ſucceffor to the throne of Ruſſia, 
they annulled his election for Sweden, and reſolved 
that the ſucceſſion ſhould not be re-eſtabliſhed, until 
a peace ſhould be concluded with the Czarina. Con- 
ferences were opened at Abo for this purpoſe. In 
the mean time, the events of war had been ſo long 
unfortunate for Sweden, that it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to appeaſe the indignation of the people with 
ſome ſacrifice. The Generals Lewenhaupt and 
Bodenbrock were tried by a court-martial for miſ- 
conduct: being found guilty and condemned to 
death, they applied to the diet, by which the ſen- 
tence was confirmed. The term of the ſubſidy- 
treaty between Great-Britain and Denmark expiring, 
his Daniſh Majeſty refuſed to renew it; nor would 
he accede to the peace of Breſlau. On the other 


hand, he became ſubſidiary to France, with which 


alſo he concluded a new treaty of commerce. : 
XXX. The Court of Verſailles were now 
heartily tired of maintaining the war in Germany, 


and had actually made equirable propoſals of peace | 


to the Queen of Hungary, by whom they were re- 
jected. Thus repulſed, they redoubled their pfepa- 
rations; and endeavoured, by advantageous offers, 
to detach the King of Sardinia from the intereſt of 


the Houſe of Auſtria. This Prince had eſpouſed 


a ſiſter to the Grand Duke, who preſſed him to de- 
declare for her brother, and the Queen of Hungary 
promiſed to gratify him with ſome» territories in the 
Milaneſe: beſides, he thought the Spaniards had 
already gained too much ground in Italy: bot, at 
the ſame time, he was afraid of being cruſhed be- 
tween France and Spain, before he could be — 
8 | „ _ perly 
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BO o x perly ſupported; He therefore temporiſed, and pro- 
I. tracted the negociation,” until he was alarmed at the 
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was Progrefs of the Spaniſh arms in Italy, and fixed in 


his determination by the ſubſidies of Great-Britain. 
The Spaniſh army affembled at Rimini, under the 
Duke de Montemar; and being joined by the Nea- 
politan forces, amounted to lay thouſand men, 
furniſned with a large train of artillery. About 
the beginning of May, they entered the Bologneſe: 
then the King of Sardinia declaring againſt them, 
joined the Auſtrian army commanded” by Count 
Traun; marched into the duchy of Parma; and un- 
derſtanding that the Duke of Modena had engaged 
in a treaty with the Spaniards, diſpoſſeſſed that Prince 
of his dominions. The Duke de Montemar, ſee- 
ing his army diminiſhed by fickneſs and deſertion, 


retreated to the kingdom of Naples, and was fol- 


lowed by the King of Sardinia, as far as Rimini. 
S XXXI. Here he received intelligence, that 
Don Philip, third ſon of his Catholick Majesty, had 
made an irtuption into Savoy with another army of 


Spaniards, and already taken poſſeſſion of Cham- 


berri, che capital. He forthwith began his march 


for Piedmofir. / Don Philip abandoned Savoy at 


his approach, and retreating into Dauphin, took 
poſt under the cannon of fort Barreaux. The King 
purſued him thither, and both armies remained in 
ſight of each other till the month of December, when 


the Marquis de Minas, an active and enterpriſing 
General, arrived from Madrid, and took upon him 


the command of the forces vnder Don Philip. This 
Generals firſt exploit was againſt the caſtle of Afpre- 
mont, in the neighbourhood of the Sardinian camp. 
He attacked it fo vigorouſly, that the garriſon was 


obliged co capitulate in four-and-forty hours.” The 


Joſs of this important poſt compelled the King to 


retire into Piedmont, and the Spaniards marched 
back into Savoy, where they eſtabliſhed their win- 
ter quarters. lu the mean. time, the Duke de Mon- 
with 1 


temar, 
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femar} oho directed the other Spaniſ ami though c u 


the Duke of Modena was nominal Generalifimo, . 


reſigned his command to Count Gages, who at- 
tempted to penetrate” into Tuſcany 4 but was pre- 
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venced by the vigilance of Count Traun, the Auſe 


trian General. In December he quartered his troops 


in the Bologneſe and Romagna; while the Auſtrians | 


and Piedmonteſe were diſtributed in the Modeneſe 
and Parmeſan. The Pope was paſſive during the 


role campaign: the Venetians maintained their 

neutrality, and the King of the two Sicilies was 

over-awed by the Britiſh fleet in the Mediterranean. 
& XXXII. The mew -miniſtry in England had 


ſent out Admiral Matthews to aſſume the command 


of this ſquadron, which had been for ſome time con- 


ducted by Leſtock, an inferior officer, as Haddock 
had been obliged to reſign his commiſſion, on ac- 
count of his ill tate of health. Matthews was like- 


wiſe inveſted with the character of Miniſter-Pleni- 


tentiary to the King of Sardinia and the States of 
Italy. Immediately after he had taken poſſeſſion of 
his command, he ordered Captain Norris to deſtroy 
five Spaniſh gallies which had put into the bay of 
St. Tropez; and this ſervice was effectually per- 
formed. In May he detached Commodore Rowley, 
with eight ſail, to cruize off the harbour of Toulon; 
and a great number of merchant-ſhips belonging to 
the enemy fell into his hands. In Auguſt he ſent 
Commodore Martin with another ſquadron: into the 
bay of Naples, to bombard that city, - unleſs his 
Sicilian Majeſty would immediately recall his troops, 
which had joined the Spaniſh army, and promiſe 


to remain neuter during the continuance of the war. 


Naples was immediately filled with conſternation; 
the King ſubſcribed to theſe conditions; and rhe 
Engliſh ſquadron rejoined the Admiral in the road 
of Hieres, which he had choſen for his winter ſta- 
tion. Before this period he had landed ſome men 


at St. Remo, in the. territories of Genoa, and de- 
| wy 2 = Reyes 
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of the Spaniſh army. He had likewiſe ordered two 
of his cruizers to attack a Spaniſh ſhip of the line, 
which lay at anchor in the port of Ajaccio, in the 


iſland of Corſica: but the Spaniſh Captain ſet his 
men on ſhore, and blew up his ſbip, rather than ſhe 


ſhould fall into the hands of the Engliſm. 


S8 XXXIII. Ia the courſe of this year Admiral 


Vernon and General Wentworth made another effort 


in the Weſt Indies. They had in January received 
a reinforcement from England, and planned a new 


expedition, in concert with the Governor of Ja- 


maica, who accompanied them in their Voyage. 


Their deſign was to diſembark the troops at Porto- 
Bello, and march acroſs the iſthmus of Darien, to 


attack the rich town of Panama. They ſailed from 
Jamaica on the ninth day of March, and on the 
twenty - eighth arrived at Porto- Beilo. There they 


held a council of war, in which it was reſolved, that 
as the troops were ſickly, the rainy ſeaſon begun, 


and ſeveral tranſports not yet arrived, the intended 


expedition was become impracticable. In purſu- 


ance of this determination the armament immedi- 
ately returned to Jamaica, exhibiting a ridiculous 


ſpeQacle of folly and irreſolution.* In Avguſt, a 
ſhip of war was ſent from thence, with about three 
hundred ſoldiers, to the ſmall iſland Rattan, in the 


bay of Honduras, of which they took poſſeſſion. In 


September, Vernon and Wentworth received orders 


to return to England with ſuch troops as remained 
alive: theſe did not amount to a tenth part of the 
number which had been ſent abroad in that inglo- 
3 | | rious 


_ +» ®* In May, two Engliſh frigates, commanded by Captain Smith 


and Captain Stuart, fell in with three Spaniſh ſhips of war, near the 
ifland of St. Chriſtopher's. They forthwith engaged, and the ac- 


tion continued till night, by the favour of which the enemy retired _ 
.to Porto-Rico in a ſhattered condition. ; 5 | 


In the month of September the Tilbury ſhip of war, of fixty 
guns, was accidentaily ſet on fire, and deſtroyed, off the iſland of 


: Hiſpaniola, on which oceaſion one hundred and twenty-ſeven men 
* iſhed ; the reſt were ſaved by Captain Hoare, of the Defiance, who 
a - tk 


ppened to be on the ſame cruize. 
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ſickneſs and deſpair, without an opportunity of NS: — 


nalizing their courage, and the commanders lived 
to feel che ſcorn and reproach of their country; In 


the month of June the new colony of Georgia was 
invaded by an armament from St. Auguſtine, com- 


manded by Don Marinel de Monteano, Governor 
of that fortreſs, It conſiſted of ſix- and. thirty ſhips, 
ſrom which ſour thouſand men were landed at St. 
Simon's; and began their march for Frederica. 
General. Oglethorpe, with a handful of men, took 
ſuch wiſe precautions for oppoling their progreſs, 


and harraſſed them in their march with ſuch activity 


and reſolution, that after two of their detachments 
had been defeated, they retired to their r and 
totally abandoned the enter prize. 


XXXIV. In England the merchants Rill com- 


plained that their commerce was not properly pro- 
tected, and the people clamoured againſt the con- 
duct of the war. They ſaid, their burthens were 


increaſed to maintain quarrels with which they had 


no concern; to defray the enormous. expence of in- 
active fleets. and pacifick armies. -- Lord C. had by 


this time inſinuated himſelf into the confidence of 


his Sovereign, and engroſſed the whole direction of 
publick affairs. The war with Spain was now be= 
come a ſecondary conſideration, and neglected ac- 


cordingly; while the chief attention of the new 


miniſter was turned upon the affairs of the Continent. 
The diſpute with Spain concerned Britain only. 
The intereſts of Hanover were connected with the 
troubles of the empire. By purſuing this object he 
ſoothed the wiſhes of his Maſter, and opened a 
more ample field for his ow]n ambition. He had 
ſtudied the policy of the Continent with peculiar 
eagerneſs. This was the favourite ſubject of his 


reſſection, upon which he thought and ſpoke with a 


degree of eathufiaſm, The intolerable taxes, the 
* the ruined commerce of his country, the 
* iniquity 


n HISTORY OT E NOLAN o. 
B0.9K iniquity of ſtanding armies, votes of eredit; and 


bſoreign connections, upon which he had ſo often ex« 


Jer. patiated, were now forgotten, or overlooked; He 


ſaw nothing but glory, conqueſt, and acquired do- 
minion. He ſet the power of France at defiance; 
and, as if Great-Britain had felt no diſtreſs, but 
teemed with treaſure which ſhe could not otherwiſe 
employ, he poured forth her millions with a raſh 
and deſperate hand, in purchaſing beggarly allies, 
and mairitaining mercenary armies, The Earl of 
Stair had arrived in England towards the end of 
Auguſt, and conferred with his Majeſty, A privy- 

_ . Council was ſummoned; and in a ſew days that no- 
bleman returned to Holland. Lord Carteret was 
ſent with a commiſſion to the Hague in September; 
and when he returned, the baggage of the King and 
the Duke of Cumberland, which had been ſhipped 
for Flanders, was ordered to be brought on ſhore. 
The Parliament met on the — day of No- 
vember, when his Majeſty told them, that he had 
augmented the Britiſh forces in the Low. Countries 
with ſixteen thouſand Hanoverians and the Heſſian 
auxiliaries, in order to form ſuch a force, in con- 
junction with the Auſtrian troops, as might be of 
ſervice to the common cauſe at all events. He ex- 
tolled the magnanimity and fortitude of the Queen 
of Hungary, as well as the reſolute conduct of the 
King of Sardinia, and that Prince's ſtrict adherence 
to his engagements, though attacked in his own 
dominions. He mentioned the requiſition made by 
Sweden, of his good offices for procuring a peace 
between that nation and Ruſſia; the defenſive alli- 
ances which he had concluded with the Czarina, and 
with the King of Pruſſia, as events which could not 
have been expected, if Great-Britain had not mani- 
feſted a ſeaſonable ſpirit and vigour, in defence and 
aſſiſtance of her ancient allies, and in maintaining 
the liberties of Europe. He ſaid, the honour and 
intereſt of his crown-and kingdoms, the ſucceſs of 


the 
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the war with Spain, the re-eſtabliſhinent of the o H Af. 
balance and tranquillity of Europe would greatly de- u. 
pend on the prudence and vigour of their reſolu- "oa 
tions. The Marquis of Tweedale moved for an ad- my 
dreſs of thanks, which was oppoſed by-the Ear} of 
Cheſterfield, for the reaſons ſo often urged on the 

, ſame occaſion ; but ſupported by Lord C. on his 
new-adopted maxims, with thoſe ſpecious arguments 
which he could at all times produce, delivered with 
amazing ſerenity and aſſurance, The motion was 
agreed to, and the addreſs preſented to his Majeſty. 
About this period a treaty of mutual defence and 
guarantee between his Majeſty and the King of Pruſ- 
ſia was ſigned at Weſtminſter. In the Houſe of 
Commons Mr, Lyttelton made a motion for reviving 
the place-bill ; but it was oppoſed by a great num- 
ber of members who had formerly been ſtrenuous 
advocates for this meaſure, and rejected upon a di- 
viſion. - This was alſo the fate of a motion made to 
renew the enquiry into the conduct of Robert Earl 
of Orford. As many ſtrong preſumptions of guilt 
had appeared againft him in the reports of the ſecret 
committee, the nation had reaſon to expect that this 
propoſal would have been embraced by a great ma- 
| Jority : bur ſeveral members, who in the preceding 
ſeſſion had been loud in their demands of juſtice, 
now ſhamefully contributed their talents and intereſt 
in ſtifling the enquity. | e 
S XXXV. When the Houſe of Lords took into 
conſideration the ſeveral eſtimates of the expence oc+ 
caſioned by the forces in the pay of Grear-Britaia, 
Earl Stanhope, at the cloſe of an elegant ſpeech, 
moved for an addreſs, to beſeech and adviſe his Ma- 
jeſty, that, in compaſſion to his people, loaded al- 
ready with ſuch numerous and heavy taxes, ſuch 
large and growing debts, and geater annual ex- 
pences than the nation at any time beſore had ever 
ſuſtained, he would exonerate his ſubjects of the 
charge and burthen of thoſe mercenaries who were 
Vol, III. H taken 
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BOOK taken into the ſervice laſt year, without the advice 
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or conſent of Parliament. The motion was ſup- 
ported by the Earl of Sandwich, who took occaſion 
to ſpeak with great contempt of Hanover, and, in 
mentioning the Roval Family, ſeemed to forget that 
decorum which the ſubje& required. He had, in- 


deed, reaſon to talk with aſperity on the contratt by 


which the Hanoverians had been taken into the pay 
of Great-Britain,  Levy-money was charged to the 


account, though they were engaged for one year 


only, and though not a ſingle regiment had been 


Taiſed"on this occaſion : they had been levied for the 


ſecurity of the electorate; and would have been 
maintained if England had never engaged in the 
affairs of the continent. The Duke of Bedford en- 
larged upon the ſame ſubject. He ſaid it had been 


ſuſpected, nor was the ſuſpicion without foundation, 


that the meaſures of the Engliſh miniſtry had long 
been regulated by the intereſt of his Majeſty's elec- 
toral territories : that theſe had been long conſidered 


as a gulf into which the treaſures of Great-Britain 


had been thrown : that the ſtate of Hanover had 
been changed, without any viſible cauſe, ſince the 


acceſſion of its Princes to the throne of England : 


affluence: had begun to wanton in their towns, and 
gold to glitter in their cottages, without the diſco- 
very of mines, or the increaſe of their commerce; 
and new dominions had been purchaſed, of which 
the value was never paid from the revenues of Ha- 
nover. The motion was hunted down by the new 


Miniſter, the patriot Lord Bathurſt, and the Earl of 


Bath, which laſt nobleman declared, that he conſi- 
dered it as an act of cowardice and meanneſs, to fall 


paſſively down the ſtream of popularity, to ſuffer his 


reaſon and integrity to be overborne by the noiſe of 
vulgar clamours, which had been raiſed againſt the 
meaſures of government by the low arts of exagge- 
ration, fallacious reaſonings, and partial repreſenta» 
tions, This is the very language which Sir Robert 

225 4 Walpole 
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Walpole had often uſed againſt Mr. Pulteney and his HA p. | | 1 
confederates in the Houſe of Commons. The aſſo-— VII. [| 


ciates of the new Secretary pleaded the rcavſe o 
Hanover, and inſiſted upon the neceſſity of a land- 


war againſt France, with all the vehemence of decla- 


mation. Fheir ſuggeſtions were ' anſwered ; theit 


conduct was ſeverely ſtigmatized by the Earl of Cheſ- 


terfield, who obſerved, that the aſſembling an army 


in Flanders, without the concurrence of the States- 
General, or any other power engaged by treaty, of 


bound by intereſt, to ſupport the Queen of Hun- 


gary, was a raſh and ridiculous meaſure :/ the raking 


ſixteen thouſand Hanoverians into Britiſh pay, with- 
out conſulting the Parliament, ſeemed highly dero- 
gatory to the rights and dignity of the great council 
of the nation, and a very dangerous precedent to 
future times: that theſe troops could not be em- 


ployed againſt the Emperor, whom they had already 


recognized: that the arms and wealth of Britain 
alone were altogether inſufficient to raiſe the Houſe 


of Auſtria to its former ſtrength, dominion, and in- 
fluence : that the aſſembling an army in Flanders 


would engage the nation as principals in an expen- 
ſive and ruinous war, with a power which it ought 


not to provoke, and could not pretend to withſtand 
in that manner: that while Great- Britain exhauſted 


herſelf almoſt to ruin, in purſuance of ſchemes 
founded on engagements to the Queen of Hungary, 
the electorate of Hanover, though under the ſame 
engagements, and governed by the ſame Prince, did 


not appear to contribute any thing as an ally to her 
aſſiſtance, but wa paid by Great - Britain for all the 


forces it had ſent into the field, at a very exorbitant 
price: that nothing could be more abſurd and ini- 
quitous than to hire theſe mercenaties, while a nu- 
merous army lay inactive at home, and the nation 
groaned under ſuch intolerable burthens, It may 
«-be proper (added he) to repeat what may be for- 


* gottem in the multitude of other objects, that this 
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Book nation, after having exalted” the Elector of Ha- 


It. 


ce nover from a ſtate of obſcurity,. to the crown, is 


condemned to hire the troops of that electorate 


underwent was in their endeavours to 
which they had concerted, and which had paſſed 


« which was never demanded before; and to pay 
ce levy- money for them, though it is known to all 
« Europe that they were not raiſed for this occa- 
4“ ſion.” All the partiſans of the old miniſtry joined 
in the oppoſition to Earl Stanhope's motion, which 
was rejected by the majority. Then the Earl of 
Scarborough moved for an addreſs, to approve of 
the meaſures which had been taken on the continent; 
and this was likewiſe carried by dint of numbers. It 
was not, however, a very eligible victory: what they 


gained in Parliament they loſt with the people. The 


new miniſters became more odious than their prede- 


ceſſors; and people began to think that publick vir- 


tue was an empty name. | 3 
S XXXVI. But the moſt ſevere eee they 
upport a bill 


through the Houſe of Commons with great preci- 
pitation: it repealed certain duties on ſpirituous/ 
liquors, and licences for retailing theſe liquors; and 
impoſed others at an eaſier rate, When thoſe ſevere 
duties, amounting almoſt to a prohibition, were im- 


poſed, the populace of London were ſunk into the 


moſt brutal degeneracy, by drinking to exceſs the 


pernicious ſpirit called Gin, which was fold fo cheap 


that the loweſt claſs of the people could afford to 
indulge themſelves in one continued ſtate of intoxi- 
cation, to the deſtruction of all morals, induſtry, 
and order. Such a ſhameful degree of profligacy 
prevailed, that the retailers'of this poiſonous com- 


pound ſet up painted boards in publick, inviting 
people to be drunk for the ſmall expence of one 


penny; aſſuring them they might be dead drunk for 
two · pence, and have ſtraw for nothing. They ac- 


cordingly provided cellars and places ſtrewed with 


_ I ſtraw, 


to fight their own cauſe; to hire them at a rate 


ſtraw, to which they conveyed thoſe wretehes whoc 
were overwhelmed with intoxication. In theſe diſ. 


mal caverns they lay until they recovered ſome uſe 11. 


of their faculties, and then they had recourſe to the 
ſame miſchievous potion; thus conſuming their 
health, and ruining their families, in hideous recep- 
tacles of the moſt filthy vice, reſounding with riot, 
execration, and blaſphemy. Such beaſtly practices 
too plainly denoted a total want of all police and 
civil-regulations, and would have reflected diſgrace 
upon the moſt barbarous community. In order to 
reſtrain this evil, which was become intolerable, the 
Legiſlature enacted that law which we have already 
mentioned. But the populace ſoon broke through all 
reſtraint. Though no licence was obtained, and no 
duty paid, the liquor continued to be ſold in all 
corners of the ſtreets: informers were intimidated 
by the threats of the people; and the juſtices of the 
peace, either from indolence or corruption, neglected 
to put the law in execution. The new miniſters 
foreſaw that a great revenue would accrue to the 
Crown from a repeal of this act; and this meaſure 
they thought they might the more decently take, as 
the law had proved ineffectual: for it appeared that 
the conſumption of gin had conſiderably increaſed 
every year ſince thoſe heavy duties were impoſed. 
They, therefore, pretended, that ſhould the price of 
the liquor be moderately raiſed, and licences granted 
at twenty ſhillings each to the retailers, the loweft 
claſs of people would be debarred the uſe of it to ex- 
ceſs: their morals would of conſequence be mended ; 
and a conſiderable ſum of money might be raifed 
for the ſupport of the war, by mortgaging the re- 
venue ariſing from the duty and the licences, Upo 
theſe maxims the new bill was founded, and paſſed 
through the Lower Houſe without oppoſition: but 
among the Peers it produced thę moſt obſtinate diſ- 
pute which had happened fince the beginning of this 
Parliament. The firſt aſſault it ſuſtained was from 
os H 3 Lord 
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BOOK Lord Hervey, who had been diveſted of his poſt of 


II. 
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FEA aud ſocceſt; abc it "was rejected an diviſion. 


Privy-ſeal, which was beſtowed on Lord Gower; 
and theſe two noblemen exchanged principles from 
that inſtant... The firſt was hardened into a ſturdy 
patriot q the other ſuppled into an obſequious cour- 
tier. Lord Hervey, on this occaſion, made a florid 
harangue upon the pernicious effects of that deſtrue- 
tive ſpirit they were about to let looſe upon their 
fellow- creatures. Several prelates expatiated on the 


ſame topicks: but the Earl of Cheſterfield attacked 
the bill with the united powers of reaſon, wit, and 


ridicule. Lord Carteret, Lord Bathurſt, and the 
Earl of Bath, were numbeted among its advocates 's 
and ſhrewd arguments were advanced on both ſides 


of the queſtion. After very long, warm, and re- 


peated debates, the bill paſſed without amendments, 
though the whole beach of Biſhops voted againſt it; 


and we cannot help owning, that it has not been 


attended with thoſe diſmal conſequences which the 


Lords in the oppoſition foretold. When the queſ- 
tion was put for committing this, bill, and the Kai . 
of Cheſterfield ſaw the Biſhops join in his diviſion, 
am in doubt (ſaid he) whether I have not got 
ee on the other de of the queſtion; for I have not 


& had the honour to divide wagh ſo many r 


60 lleeves for ſeveral years.“ 


$ XXXVII. By the report of the ſeerer avis; 


mitter it appeared that the then miniſter had com- 
me 1 proſecutions againſt the mayors of boroughs 


oppoſed his influence in the elections of mem- 


bers of Parliament, Theſe proſecutions were founded 
on ambiguities in charters, or trivial informalities in 


the choice of magiſtrates, An appeal on ſuch a 


proceſs was brought into the Houſe of Lords; and 
this evil falling under conſideration, a bill was pre- 
pared for ſecuring the independency of corporations: 
but as it tended to diminiſh the influence of the mi- 


niſtry, chey argued againſt 1 it with their uſual eager- 
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The mutiny bill and ſeveral others paſſed though c 2 P. 
both Houſes, The Commons granted ſupplies to. 
the amount of ſix millions, raiſed by the land-tax, 
the malt - tax, duties on ſpirituous liquors, and li- 
cences, and a loan from the ſinking fund. In two 
years the national debt had ſuffered an increaſe of 
two millions four hundred thouſand pounds. On An. 1743. 
the twenty-firſt day of April the ſeſſion was clofed in FN 
the uſual manner. The King in his ſpeech to botf ri IH 
Houſes, told them, that, at the requiſition. of the 3 
Queen of Hungary, he had ordered his army, in 
conjunction with the Auſtrians, to paſs the Rhine 
for her ſupport and aſſiſtance: that he continued 
one ſquadron of ſhips in the Mediterranean, and 
another in the Weſt-Indies. He thanked the Com- 
mons for the ample ſupplies they had granted; and 
declared it was the fixed purpoſe of his heart to pro- 
mote the true intereſt and happineſs of his kiag- 
doms. Immediately after the prorogation of Par- 
liament he embarked for Germany, accompanied by 
the Duke of Cumberland, Lord Carteret, and other 
perſons of diſtintion. + 
S XXXVIII. At this period the Queen of Hun- 
gary ſeemed to triumph over all her enemies. The 
French were driven out of Bohemia and part of the 
Upper-Palatinate; and their forces under Mareſchal 
Broglio were poſted on the Danube. Prince Charles 
of Lorraine, at the head of the Auſtrian army, en- 
tered Bavaria; and in April obtained a victory over 
a body of Bavatians at Braunau: atathe ſame time, 
three bodies of Croatians penetrating through the 
paſſes of the Tyroleze, ravaged the whole country 4 
to the very gates of Munich. The Emperor preſſed =_ 
the French General to hazard a battle; but he refuſed j 
to run this riſque,” though he had received a ſtrong 
reinforcement from France. His Imperial Majeſty, 
thinking himſelf unſafe in Munich, retired to Augf- 
burgh : Mareſchal Seckendorf retreated with the 
Bavarian troops to Ingoldſtadt, where he was after- 
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500 K wards joined. by Mareſchal Broglio, whoſe troops | 


11. 


had in this retreat been purſued and terribly harraſſed 
by the Auſtrian cavalry and huſſars, Prince Charles 
had opened à free communication with Munich, 
which no for the third time fell into the hands of 
the Queen of Hungary. Her arms likewiſe reduced 
Friedberg nod Landſperg, while Prince Charles 
continued to purſue the French to Donawert, where 
they were joined by twelve thouſand men from the 
Rhine. Broglio ſtill avoided an engagement, and 
retreated before the enemy to Hailbron, The Em- 
peror being thus abandoned by his allies, and ſtrip- 
ed of all his dominions, repaired to Franckfort, 


where he lived in alt gg and obſcurity. He now. 


made adyances towards an accommodation with the 
Queen of Hungary. His General, Seckendorf, 
had an interview with Count Khevenhuller at the 
convent of Lowerſconfield, where a convention was 
ſigned. This treaty imported, That the Emperor 
ſhould remain neuter during the continuance of the 
preſent war; and, That his troops ſhould be quar- 
tered in Franconia: That the Queen of Hungary 
ſhould keep poſſeſſion. of Bavaria till the peace: 
That Braunau and Scarding ſhould be delivered up 
to the Auſtrians ; That the French garriſon of In- 
goldſtadt ſhould be permitted to withdraw, and be 
replaced by Bavarians; but that the Auſtrian Ge- 
nerals ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of all the artillery, 
magazines, and warlike, ſtores belonging to the 
French, which ſhould be found in the place. The 
Governors of Egra and Ingoldſtadt refuſing to ac- 
quieſce in the capitulation, the Auſtrians had recourſe, 
to the operations of war; and hoth, places were re- 
duced, In Ingoldſtadt they found all the Empe- 
rot's domeſtick treaſure, jewels, plate, pictures, 
cabinets, and curioſities, with the archives of the 
Houſe of Bavaria, the moſt valuable effects belong; 
ing to the nobility of that electorate, a prodigious 
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train of artillery, and a vaſt quantity of proviſions, CHAP, 
arms, and ammunition. „VVV 
S XXXIX. The French King, baffled in all the 743. 
efforts he had hitherto made for the ſupport of the 
Emperor, ordered his miniſter at Franckfort to de- 
liver a declaration to the diet, profeſſing himſelf ex- 
tremely well pleaſed to hear they intended to inter-= | 1 
poſe their mediation for terminating the war. fle 
ſaid, he was no leſs ſatisfied with the treaty of neu- f 
trality which the Emperor had concluded with the 
Queen of Hungary; an event of which he was no 
ſooner informed, than he had ordered his troops to 
return to the frontiers of his dominions, that the 
Germanick body might be convinced of his equity 
and moderation. To this declaration the Queen of 
Hungary anſwered in a reſeript, that the deſign of 
France was to embarraſs her affairs, and deprive 
her of the aſſiſtance of her allies : that the EleQor 
of Bavaria could not be conſidered as a neutral party 
in his own cauſe: that the mediation of the empire 
could only produce a peace either with or without 
the concurrence of France; that in the former caſe 
no ſolid peace could be expected; in the latter, it 
was eaſy to foreſee, that France would pay no re- 
gard to a peace in which ſhe ſhould have no con- 
cern. She affirmed, that the aim of the French 
King was ſolely to gain time to repair his loſſes, 

that he might afterwards revive the troubles of the 
empire. The Elector of Mentz, who had favoured 

the Emperor, was now dead, and his ſucceſſor in- 
clined-to the Auſtrian (intereſt. He allowed this 
reſcript-to be entered in the journal of the diet, to- 
gether with the proteſts which had been made when 

the vote of Bohemia was ſuppreſſed in the late elec- 
tion. The Emperor complained in a circular letter 
of this tranſaction, as a ftroke levelled at his Im- 
perial dignity z and it gave riſe to a warm diſpute 
among the members of the Germanick body. 'Seve« 
ral Princes reſented the haughty conduct, and began 
R * 5 o 
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* 9 * K to be alarmed at the ſucceſs of the Houſe of Auſtria} 


while others pitied the deplorable fitvation of the 


2743+ Emperor. The Kings of Great-Britain and Pruſ- 


Ga, as EleQors of Hanover and Brandenburgh. eſ- 
pouſed oppoſite ſides in this conteſt. His Pruſ- 
ſian Majeſty proteſted againſt the inveſtiture of the 
duchy of Saxe Lawenburgh, claimed by the King 
of Great-Britain; he had an interview with General 
Seckendotf at Anſpach ; and was ſaid to have i 
vately viſited the Emperor at Franckfort. 4 

$ XL. The troops which the King of Great- 
Britain had afſembled in the Netherlands, began 
their march for the Rhine in the latter end of te- 
bruary ; and in May they encamped near Hoech on 
the river Mayne, under the command of the Kail 
of Stair. This nobleman ſent Major-General Bland 
to Franckfort, with a compliment to the Emperor, 
aſſuring him, in the name of his Britannick Ma- 
jeſty, that the reſpect owing to his dignity ſnould 
not be violated, nor the place of his reſidence diſ- 
turbed. Notwithſtanding this aſſurance, the Em- 
peror retired to Munich, though he was afterwards 
compelled to return, by the ſucceſs of the Auſtrians 
in Bavaria, The French King, in order to prevent 
the junction of the Britiſh farces with Prince Charles 
of Lorraine, ordered the Mareſchal de Noailles to 
aſſemble fixty thouſand men upon the Mayne; while 
Coigny was ſent into Alſace with a numerous army, 
to defend that province, and oppoſe Prince Charles, 
ſhould he attempt to paſs the Rhine. The Ma- 
reſchal de Noailles, having ſecured the towns of 
Spite, Worms, and Oppenheim, paſſed the Rhine 
io the beginning of June, and poſted himſelf on the 
eaſt ſide of that river, above Franckfort. The Earl 
of Stair advanced towards him, and encamped at 
Killenbach, between the river Mayne and the foreſt 
of D' Armlladt: from this ſituation he made a mo- 
tion to Aſchaffenburgh, with a view to ſecure the 
navigation of the Upper Mayne; but he was anti- 
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the river, and had taken poſſeſſion of the poſts 


above, ſo as to intercept all ſupplies.” They were 
poſted on the other fide of the river, oppolite to the 


allies, whoſe camp they overlooked; and they found 


means, by their parties and other precautions, to 
cut off the communication by water between Franck. 
fort and the confederates- The Duke of Cumber- 


land had already come to make his firſt campaign, 


and his Majeſty arrived in the camp on the nintk 
day of June. He found his army, amounting to 
about forty thouſand men, in danger of ſtarving? 


— 
5 3 the enemy, who lay on the other gde of C 8 


1743 - 


he received intelligence, that a reinforcement of _ | 


twelve thouſand Hanoverians and Heſſians had 
reached Hanau; and he reſolved to march thither, 


both with a view. to effect the junction, and to pro- 
cure proviſion for his forces. With this view he 
decamped on the twenty-fixtl day of June, He 
had no ſooner quitted Aſchaffenburgi chan it was 
ſeized by the French General: he had not marched 
above three leagues, when he perceived the enemy, 
to the number of thirty thouſand, had paſſed the 
river farther down, at Selingenſtadt, and were drawn 

up in order of battle at the village of Dettingen, to 

diſpute his paſſage. Thus he found himſelf cooped 

up in à very dangerous ſituation. The enemy had 


poſſeſſed themſelves of Aſchaffenburgh behind; ſo. 


as to prevent his retreat: his troops were confined 


in à narrow plain, bounded by hills and woods on 
the right, flanked on the left by the river Mayne, 
on the oppoſite ſide of which' the French had vs 6 


batteries that annoyed: the allies on their march: 


the front à conſiderable part of the French e | 


was drawn up, with a narrow paſs before them, the 


village of Dettingen on their right, a wood on their 


left, and a moraſs in the centre. Thus environed, 
the confederates-mult either have, fought at a very 
great diſadvantage, or ſurrendered themſelves pri- 


1 8 of war, had not the Duke de Gramont, WhO ; 
5 ire commanded 1 
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or taken. Had they been properly purſued hefors | 

they recollected themſelves from their firſt conſu- 
| ſion, in all Probability they would have ſuſtained a 
total overthrow. The Earl of Stair propaſed that 
a body of cavalry ſnould be detached on this ſervice; - 
but his advice was over- ruled. The loſs of the 
allies in chis action amounted to twa thouſand: men. 
The Generals Clayton and Monroy were killed: the 
Doke of Cumberland, who exhtbited\wacommen 

proofs of courage, was ſhot through the calf — the 
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BOOK commanded the enemy, been inſtigated by the pi. FEE 
MH tix of madneſs to forego: theſe: advantages. He 


© paſſed the defile, and advancing; 


Way, and repaſs the Mayne with areſt ptecipitation, 


having loſt about five thouſand men killed; wounded, 


=, encouraged the troops to 
England. Immediately after the action he conti- 
nued his march to Hanau, where he was joined by 


Px 


eg: the Earl of Albemarle, General Huſke, and 


{ſeveral other officers of diſtiaction, were waunded. | 


The King expoſed his perſon to a ſevere fire of can- 


non as well as muſquetry: he rode between the 


firſt and ſecond lines with his ſword drawn, and 


--- ,4he reinforcement. The Earl of Stair ſent a trum 


, 


protection the ſick and wounded that were left on 


- the-field of battle z and theſe the French General 


treated with great care and tenderneſs. Such gene- 


roſity ſoftens the Tigours 2 war, and Gone: — . 


to humanity. 


"= $5 be 
_ © * 
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XII. The two armies i on - Sffvrent 


"bas of the river till: the twelfth day of July, When 
22 er General receiving intelligence that 


5 Frings 


towards che allies, 
a battle enſued. The French horſe charged wien 
great impetuoſity, and; ſame regiments of Britiſh 
cavalry were put in diſorder: but the infantry of the 
allies behaved with ſuch intrepidity and deliberatien, 
vnder the eye of thee Lorem. LO ſoon 3 2 


fight ſor che honour of 


pet to Mareſchal de Noailles, recommending to his | $ F 
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Prince Charles of Lorraine had 3 che cn AP. 
Neckar, he ſuddenly retired, and repaſſed the Rhine 7 
between Worms and Oppenheim. The King of 1743+ 
Great-Britain was viſited by Prince Charles and 
Count Khevenhuller at Hanau, where the future 
operations of the campaign were regulated. On the: 
twenty-ſeventh day of Auguſt, the allied army paſſed 
the Rhine at Mentz, and the King fixed his head- 
quarters in the epiſcopal palace at Worms. Here 
the forces lay ent amped till the latter end of Sep- 
tember, when they advanced to Spire, where they 
were joined by twenty thouſand Dutch auxiliaries 
from the Netherlands. Mareſchal Noailles having 
retreated into Upper Alſace, the allies took poſſeſ 
ſion of Germerſheim, and demoliſhed the entrench- 
ments which the enemy had raiſed on the Queich; 
then they returned to Mentz, and in October were 
diſtributed into winter- quarters, after an inactive 
campaign that redounded very little to the honour 
of thoſe by whom the motions of the army were 
conducted. In September a treaty had been con- 
cluded at Worms between his Britannick Majeſty, 
the King of Sardinia, and the Queen of Hungary. 
She engaged to maintain thirty thouſand men in 
Italy: the King of Sardinia obliged himſelf to em- 
ploy forty thouſand infantry and five thouſand horſe, 
in conſideration of his commanding the combined 
army, and receiving an annual ſubſidy of two hun- 
dred thouſand pounds from Great-Britain. As a 
further gratification, the Queen yielded to him the 
-. city of Placentia, with-ſeveral diſtricts in the duchy 
of Pavia, and in the Novareſe; and all her right and 
pretenſions to Final, at preſent poſſeſſed by the re- 
publick of Genoa, which, they hoped, would give 
it up, on being repaid the purchaſe· money, amount- 
ing to three hundred thoufand pounds. This ſum 
the King of England promiſed to diſpurſe; and 
moreover to maintain a ſtrong ſquadron in the Me- 
erke, g the commander of which: ſhould act in 
concert = 
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concert with his Sardinian Majeſty, - Finally, the 


contracting powers agreed, that Final ſhould be 
conſtituted a free · port, like that of Leghorn. No- 


thing could be more unjuſt than this treaty, by 


which the Genoeſe were negociated out of their pro- 
petty. They had purchaſed the marquiſate of Fi- 
nal of the late Emperor for a valuable conſideration, 
and the purchaſe had been guaranteed by Great- 
Britain. It could not, therefore, be expected that 
they would part with this acquiſition to a Prince 
whoſe power they thought already too formidable; 


- eſpecially, on condition of its being made a 'free- 
port, to the prejudice of their own commerce. They 
preſented remonſtrances againſt this article, by their 


miniſters at the courts of London, Vienna, and 
Turin; and, as very little regard was paid to their 
repreſentations, they threw themſelves into ta: arms 
of France and Spain for protection. 

$ XLIE After the battle of Dettingen, Colonel 
Mentzel, at the head of a large body of irregulars 
belonging to the Qugen of Hungary, made an irrup- 
tion into Lotraine, part of which they ravaged 
without mercy. In September Prince Charles, 
with the Auſtrian army, entered the Briſgaw, and 
attempted to paſs the Rhine; but Mareſchal Coigny 
had taken ſuch precautions ſor guarding it on the 


other ſide, that he was obliged to abandon his de- 
ſign, and marching back into the Upper Palati- 


nate, quartered his tioops in that country, and in 
Bavaria. By this time the Earl of Stair had ſo- 
licited and obtained leave to reſign his command. 
He had for ſome. time thought himſelf neglected; 
and was unwilling that his reputation ſhould: ſuffer 
on account of meaſures in which he had no concern. 
In October the King of Great - Britain returned to 
Hanover, and the army ſeparated. The troops in 
Britiſh pay marched back to the Netherlands, and 
the reſt took their route to their feſpective countries. 
The States. General ſtill wavered between their own. 

W973 immediate 


mY * 
EU Nenn nt 


immediate intereſt and their Nele to . the C HAP. 
Hooſe of Auſtria. At length, however, they ſup⸗ YEE 
plied her with a ſuhſidy, and ordered twenty thou- 2743. 
ſand men to march to her aſſiſtance, notwithſtand- 

ing the intrigues of the Marquis de Fenelon, the 
French gage at the Hague, and the decla- 

ration of the king of Pruſſia, who difapproved of 

this meaſure, and tefuſed them a zen et 

bis territories to the Rhine. 

XVIII. Sweden was filled with Giſbontents, and 
divided into factions. The Generals Bodenbrock 
and Lewenhaupt were beheaded, having been ſacri- 
ficed as ſcape- goats for the miniſtty. Some-unſucs_. 
ceſsful efforts by ſea and land were made againſt 
the Ruſſians. At laſt the peace of Abo was con- 
cluded; and the Duke of Holſtein-Utin, uncle to 
the ſureeſſor of the Ruſſian throne, was choſen as 
next heir to the crown of Sweden, A party had 
been formed in favour of the Prince of Denmark; 
and the order of the peaſants actually elected him as 
ſucceſſor. The debates in the college of nobles roſe © 
to a very dangerous degree of animoſity, and were 
appeaſed by an harangue in Swediſh verſe, which 
one of the | ſenators pronounced. The peaſants 
yielded the point, and the ſucceſfion was ſettled on 
the Duke of Holſtein. Denmark, ' inſtigated by 
French councils, began to make preparations' of 
war againſt Sweden: but, a body of Ruſſian auxili- 
aries arriving in that kingdom, under the command 
of General Keith, and the Czarina declariag the 
would affit the Swedes with her whole fotce, the 
King of Denmark thought proper to diſarm. It had 
been an old maxim of French policy to embroil 
the courts of the North, that they might be too 
much employed at home to intermeddle in the affairs 
of Germany, while France was at war with the Houſe 
of Auſtria, The good underſtanding between the 
Czarina and the Queen of Hungary was at this pe- 
riod deſtroyed, in * of ar. had | 
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- BOOK had been formed by ſome perſons of diſtinction at 


—— 
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the Court of Peterſburg, for removing the Empreſs 
Elizabeth, and recalling the Princeſs Anne to the 
adminiftration. This deſign being diſcovered, the 
principal conſpirators were corporally puniſhed, and 
ſent in exile to Siberia. The Marquis de Botta, the 

Auſtrian miniſter, who had reſided at the Court of 
the Czarina, was ſuſpected of having been concerned 
in the plot; though the grounds of this ſuſpicion 
did not appear until after he was recalled, and ſent 


2s Ambaſſador to the Court of Berlin. The Em- 


preſs demanded ſatisfaction of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, who appointed commiſſioners to enquire into 
his conduct, and he was acquitted : but the Czarina 
was not at all ſatisfied of his innocence. In Fe- 
bruary a defenſive treaty of alliance was concluded 


between this Princeſs and the King of Great- 
Britain, | | | | 


XLIV. By this time France was deprived of her 
ableſt miniſter, in the death of the Cardinal de Fleu- 
ry, who had for many years managed the affairs of 
that kingdom, He is ſaid to have poſſeſſed a lively 
genius, and an inſinuating addreſs; to have been re- 
gular in his deportment, and moderate in his diſpo- 
fition ; but at the ſame time he has been branded as 


deceitfol, diſſembling, and vindictive. His ſcheme 


of politicks was altogether pacifick: he endeavoured 
to accompliſh his purpoſes by raifing and fomenting 
intrigues at foreign courts: he did not ſeem to pay 


much regard to the military glory of France; 'and 


he too much neglected the naval power of that king 


dom: Since Broglio was driven out of Germany, 


the French Court affected uncommon moderation. 
They pretended that their troops had only ated as 
auxiliaries while they remained in the Empire: being, 


| however, apprehenſive of an irruption into their own 


dominions, they declared, that thoſe troops were no 
longer to be confidered in that light, but as ſubjecis 


acting in the ſervice of France. The campaign in 


Italy 
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Italy proved unfavourable to the Spaniards. In the © HAP. 
beginning of February Count es, who com. . 
. mandet{ the Spaniſſ army in the Bologneſe, amount- z. 
ing to four- and · twenty thouſand men, paſſed the | 
Penaro, and advanced to Campo-Santo, where he ; 
encountered the Imperial and Piedmonteſe forces, 
commanded by the Counts Traun and Aſpremont. 
The. ſtrength of the two armies was nearly equal. 
The action was obſtinate and bloody, though iode- 
ciſive. The Spaniards loft about four thouſand men, 
killed, wounded, or taken. The damage ſuſtained 
by the confederates was not quite ſo great. Some 
cannon and colours were taken on both ſides; and 
each claimed the vidtory. Count Gages repaſſed 
the Panaro; retreated ſuddenly: from Bologna; and 
marched to Rimini in the Eccleſiaſtical State, where 
he ſortiſied his camp in an advantageous ſituationn 
after having ſuffered ſevertly by deſertion. Count 
Traun remained inactive in the Modeneſe till Sep- 
tember, when he reſigned: his command to Prince 
Lobkowitz. This General entered the Bologneſe in 
October, and then advanced towards Count Gages, 
Who, wich his forces, now reduced to ſeven thou 
ſand, retreated to Fano; but 'afrerwards took poſ- 
ſeſſion of Peſaro, and fortiſied all the paſſes of the 9 
river Foglia. The ſeaſon was ſar advanced before —_ 
the Spaniſh Troops, commanded by Don Philip, in —_— 
Savoy, entered upon action. In all probability, the + 1 
Courts of Verſailles. and Madrid carried on fome 
private negociation with the King of Sardinia. This 
expedient failing, Don Philip decamped ſrom Cham- 
berri in the latter end of Auguſt, and defiling 
through Dauphine towards Briangon, was joined by 
the Prince of Conti, at the head of twenty thouſand 
French auxiliaries: Thus reinforced; he attacked 
the Piedmonteſe lines at Chateau Dauphine;z+ but 
was repulſed in ſeveral attempts, and obliged to 
retreat with conſiderable loſs. The French eſta- 
bliſhed their winter- quarters in Dauphin and Pro- 
Por. III. K. - yenceg 
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miral Matthews over-awed all the States that bor- 


dered on the Mediterranean. This officer,” about 


the end of June, underſtanding that fourteen xebecks, 


laden with artillery and ammunition for the-Spaniſh 


| _ had arrived at Genoa, ſailed thither from the 
roa 


of Hieres, and demanded of the republick that 
they would either oblige theſe veſſels with the ſtores 


to quit their harbour, or ſequeſter their lading until 


a general peace ſhould be eſtabliſhed. - After ſome 


Hiſpute, it was agreed that the cannon and ſtores 
ſould be depoſited in the caſtle of Bonifacio, ſituated 
on a rock at the ſouth end of Corficaz and that the 


xebecks ſhould have leave to retire without moleſta- 
tion. The Corſicans had ſome years before revolted, 
and ſhaken off the dominion of the Genoeſe, under 
which their iftand had remained for many centuries. 


They found themſelves oppreſſed, and reſolved to 
aſſert their freedom. They conferred the ſoveteign 


authority on a German adventurer, who was ſolemnly 
taimed, by the name of King Theodore. He 
ſupplied them with ſome arms and ammunition, 
which he had brought from Tunis; and amuſed 
them with promiſes of being aſſiſted by foreign 
Powers in retrieving” their independency: but a2 
theſe promiſes were not performed, they treated him 
ſo roughly, that he had thought proper to quit the 
iſland, and they ſubmitted again to their old maſters. 
The troubles of Corſica were now revived. Theo- 
dore revißted his kingdom, and was teeqgnized by 
the principal chiefs of the iſland. He publiſhed a 
manifeſto: he granted à general pardon to all his 


ſubjects who ſhould: return to their obedience 2 he 


pretended to be countenanced and ſupported by the 
King of Great -· Britain and the Queen of Hungary. 
He was certainly thought 'a propet iuſtrument to 
perplex and * the —— and MN at 
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this juncture with a ſum of money to purchaſe arms CHAP. . 


for the Cotſicans: but a change ſoon happened in 


* 7 = [] 


the Britiſh mioiſtry, and then he was ſuffered to te- 11,1, 


lapſe into his original obſcuricy. Admiral Matthews, 
though he did not undertake any expedition of im- 
portance againſt the maritime towns of Spain, con- 
tinved to aſſert the Britiſh empire at ſea through the 
whole extent of the Mediterranean. The Spaniſh 
army under Doh Philip was no ſooner in motion, 
than the Englim Admiral ordered ſome troops and 
cannon to be diſembarked for the ſecurity of Villa« 
Franca. Some ſtores having been landed at Civira- 
Vecchia, for the uſe of the Spaniſh forces undet 
Count Gages, Matthews interpreted this tranſa&tion 
into a violation of the neutrality which the Pope oe 
profeſſed; and ſent thither a ſquadron to bo 
the place, The city of Rome was filled with con- 
ſternation; and the Pope had recourſe to the 
offices. of his Sardinian Majeſty, in conſequence of 
which the Engliſh ſquadron was ordered to with- 
draw. The Captains of ſingle cruiſing ſhips, by their 
activity and vigilance, wholly interrupted the com- 
- merce of Spain; cannonaded and burned ſome towns 
on the ſea- ſide; and kept the whole coaſt in conti= 
nual alarm“. W 2 on hr Po thy 
I May a dreadful plugs broke out at NielSis in Melly, 1. 80 
imported in cotton and other. commodities brought from the Moreaz 
and ſwept off ſuch a multitude of people, that the city was amal 
lated : all the galley flaves, who were empl in burying . 
FEM toe 
: w m | 0 W 
The den thy in heaps in the feats, corrupting the air, an 
„„ 
c , want of proper n nece all w: 
herior” and” NN t the 92 of Hinter it cata - 4 
having deſtroyed near fifty thouſand inhabitants' of Meſſina, and of 
| the garriſons in the citadel and caſtle. It was prevented from 
ſpreading in Sicily by a ſtrong barricado drawn from Melazzo to 
| 8 but it was conv to Reggio in Calabria, by the ava, . 
rice of a broker of that place, who bought ſome goods at Meſſina, 
The King of Naples immediatel revs, lines to be formed, toge - 
ther with a chain of troops which. cut off all communication 
that place and the reſt of the continent. 
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ox S XLVvI. In dhe Weſt-Iodies, ſome unſucceſsful 
. efforts, were made by an Engliſh, ſquadron, com- 


743. 


manded by Commodore Knowles. He attacked 


La Gveira on the coaſt of Catraccas, in the month 
of February; but met with ſuch a warm reception 
that he was obliged. to deſiſt, and make the beſt of 


his way for the Duch iſland Curacoa, where he re- 


paired the damage he had ſuſtained. His ſhips being 
refitted, he made another attempt upon Porto Ca- 
vallo in April, which like the —— miſcarried, 
Twelve hundred marines being landed in the neigh- 
bourhood of the place, were ſeized with ſuch a pa · 
nick, that it was found neceſſary to reimbark them 
without delay. Then the Commodore abandoned 
the enterprize, and ſailed back to his ſtation at the 
Leeward. Iſlands, without having added much to his 
reputation, either as to conduct or reſolution. On 
the continent of America the operations of the war 
were very inconſiderable. General Oglethorpe having 


received intelligence, that the Spaniards prepared for 
another invaſion from St. Auguſtine, aſſembled a 


body of Indians, as a reinforcement to part of his 
own regiment, with the Highlanders and Rangers, 


and in the ſpring began his march, in order to anti- 
- Cipate the enemy. He encamped for ſome time in 


the neighbourhood of St. Auguſtine, by way of de- 


- fiance; but they did not think proper to hazard an 


engagement; and as he was in no condition to un- 


dertake a ſiege, he returned to Georgia. In Octo- 


ber the Princeſs Louiſa, youngeſt daughter of his 
Britannick Majeſty, was married by proxy, at Ha- 
nover, to the Prince-Royal of Denmark, who met 
her at Altena, and conducted her to Copenhagen. 
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$ 1. Debate in Parliament againſt the Hanoverian t: oops. 
$ U. Supplies granted, Y III. Prejected mwuajion 
of Great Britain, & IV. A French /quadron fails 
up the Engliſh channel. & V. The kingdom is Put in 
' @ poſture of defence. & VI. The dejign. of the 
French defeated. Mar between France and Kugland. | 
S.VII. Bill. againſt thoſe who ſhould corręſpond with- ., + 
the fons of the Pretender. & VIII. Naval engage- 
ment off, Toulon. & IX. Advances towards peace 
made by the Emperor. & X. Treaty of Franckfort. | 
$ Xl. Progreſs of the French King in the Netber+ 
lands $8 XII. Prince Charles of Lorraine paſſes 
the Rhine. XIII. The King of Pruſſia makes an 
irruption into Bohemia. 5 xiv. Campaign in Bas 
varia and Flanders, & XV. The King of Naples 
Joins Count Cages in Italy. & XVI. Battle of Cont, 
$XVII. Return of Commodore Anſon. Sir Jahn 
" *  Balchen perijhes at fea. & XVIII. Revolution in 
the Britiſh miniſtry. . Seſſion of Parliament. & XIX. 
Death of the Emperor Charles VII. Accommodation 
_ between the Queen of Hungary and the young Elefor 
of Bavaria. & XX. The King of Pruſſia gains tua 
ſucceſſive battles at Friedberg and Sobr, auer the 
Auſtrian and Saxon forces. & XXI. Treaty of Dreſ- 
den. The Grand Duke of Tuſcany elected Emperor of 
Germany. XXII. The Allies are defeated at Fen- 
© tenoy. & XXIII. The King of Sardinia is almoſt 
ſtripped of bis dominions, & XXIV. The Engliſh 
_ * forces take Cape Breton. & XXV. The impartance 
" of this conqueſt. & XXVI. Projet of an inſur- 
© reFion in Great- Britain. & XXVII. The eldeſt ſon 
e the Chevalier de St. George lands in Scotland. 
5 Takes poſſeſſion of Edinburgh. & XXIX. 
© "Defeats Sir John Cope at Preſton» Pans. & XXX. 
Wy Efrts f the friends of government in Scotland. 
gs 1 3 . N $ XXX1, 1 
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— *  {C XXX. Precautions taken in England. & XXXII. 
The Prince Pretender reduces Carliſle, and penetrates 
as far as | Derby. Conſternation of the doners. 

7 XXXIII. The” rebels retreat into Scotland. 
 SXXXIV, They inveſt the caſtle of Stirling, 
Sd XXXV. The King's 7 under Hawley are 
worſted at Falkirk, 8 VI. The Duke of 


Cumberland 121 the command of the forces in 
Scotland. & XXXVII. The rebels undertake © the 
| _ feege of Fort William. IE 
nookrh 1. 7 HE diſcontents of England were artfully 
TT" I) inflamed by anti-miniſterial writers, who 
9 not onſy exaggerated the burthens of the people, 


and drew frightful pictures of the diſtreſs and miſery 
which, they ſaid, impended over the nation, but 
alſo employed the arts of calumoy and miſrepreſen- 
tation, to excite a jealouſy and national quarrel be- 
tween the Engliſh and Hanoverians. They affirmed 
that in the laſt campaign the Britiſh General had 
been neglected and deſpiſed; while the councils of 
> foreign officers, greatly inferior to him in capacity, 
5 quality, and reputation, had been followed, to the 
| ejudice of the common cauſe: that the Britiſh 
- troops ſuſtained daily infolts from their own merce- 
naries, who were indulged with particular marks of 
royal favour: that the Sovereign himſelf appeared 
at Dettingen in a Hanoverian ſcarf; and that his 
electoral troops were of very little ſervice in that 
engagement. Though the moſt marerial of theſe 
aſſertions were certainly falſe, they made a ſtrong 
impreſſion on the minds of the people, already irri- 
rated by the enormous expence of a continental war 
maintained for the intereſt of Germany. When the 
Parliament met in the beginning of December, a. 
motion was made in the Houſe of Peers, by the Earl 
of Sandwich, for an addreſs, beſeeching his Majeſty 
to diſcontinue the Hanoverian troops in Britiſh pay, 
in order to remoye the popular diſcontent, and * | 


of 


*? 0 'E ca cor 1 


the murmurs of the Engliſh. tre 
was ſupported by the Duke oſ Bed 


Cheſterfield, and all the leaders in = oppoſition, * 


who did not fail to enumerate, and inſiſt upon all the 
circumſtances we have mentioned. They moreover 


_ obſerved, that better troops might be hired =2 


ſmaller expence: that it would be a vain and en 
taſk to exhauſt the national treaſure, in enriching a 
hungry and barren electorate: that the popular dil 
ſatisfaction againſt theſe mercenaries was ſo general, 
and raiſcd to ſuch violence, as nothing but their difs 
miſſion could appeaſe: that if ſuch hirelings/ſhovld 
thus continued from year to year, they: might at 
laſt become a burthen entailed upon the nation, and 
be made ſubſervieat, under ſome ambitious Prince; 
to purpoſes, deſtructive of Britiſn liberty, Thee 
were the ſuggeſtions of ſpleen and animoſity : for, 
nting the neceſſity of a land war, the Hanove- 
rians were the moſt natural allies and auxiliaries 
which Great- Britain could engage and employ. How 
inſolent ſoever ſome few individual Generals of that 
electorate might have been in their private deport». 
ment, certain it is, their troops behaved with great 
ſobriety, diſcipline, and 3 z and in the dax 
of battle did their duty with as much courage and 
alacrity as any body of men ever diſplayed an 'the 


like occaſion. The motion was rejected by the ma- 


Jority ; but, when the term for keeping them in the 


Britiſh pay was nearly expired, and the eſtimates for 


their being continued the enſuing year were laid be- 


ſore the Houſe, the Earl of Sandwich renewed his 


motion. The Lord Chancellor, as Speaker of the 
_ Houſe, interpoſing, declared, that by their rules a 
queſtion once rejected could not be revived during 
the ſame ſeſſion. A debate enſued, and the ſecond 
motion was over - ruled. The Hanoverian troops 


vVere voted in the Houſe of Commons: nevertheleſs, 


the ſame nobleman moved. in the Upper Houſe, that 
the I lixteen thouſand Hanoycrians in Ni- 


14 tiſh 


* 
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BO O k tiſn pay was prejudieial to his Majeſty's true intereſt, 
. uſeleſs to the common cauſe, and dangerous to the 
. welfare and tranquillity of the nation. He wis ſe- 
7% conded by the Duke of Marlborough, who had re- 
ſigned his commiſſion in diſguſt ; and the propoſal 
gave birth to another warm diſpute : but victory de- 
clared, as uſual, for the miniſtry, 
8 II. In the Houſe of Commons they ſuſtained 
divers attacks. A motion was made for laying a 
duty of eight ſhillings in the pound on all places and 
nſions. Mr. Grenville moved for an addreſs, to 
beſeech his Majeſty, that he would not engage the 
Britiſh nation any further in the war on the conti- 
nent, without the concurrence of the States- General 
on certain ſtipulated proportions of force and ex- 
pence, as in the late war., Theſe propoſals begat 
vigorous debates, in which the country party were 
always foiled by dint. of ſuperior number. Such 
was the credit and influence of the Miniſtry in Par- 
liament, that although the national debt was in- 
creaſed by above fix millions ſince the commence- 
ment of the war, the Commons indulged them with 
an enormous ſum for the expence of the enſuing 
year. The grants ſpecified in the votes amounted to 
ſix millions and an half: to this ſum were added 
three millions and an half paid to the ſinking- fund 
in perpetual taxes; ſo that this year's expence roſe to 
ten millions. The funds eſtabliſhed for the annual 
charge were the land and malt taxes; one million 
paid by the Eaſt - India Company ſor the renewal of 
their charter, twelve hundred thouſand pounds by 
annuities, one million from the ſinking fund, fix- 
and- thirty thouſand pounds from; the coinage, and 
ſix hundred thouſand pounds by a lottery : an expe- 
dient which for ſome time had been annually re- 
ted; and which, in a great meaſure, contributed 
to debauch the morals of the publick, by intros 
ducing a ſpirit of gaming, deſtructive of all induſtry 
6 — R300 Ts Meebo ]½)/ . 
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II. The difſenſfions of the Britiſh Parliament c 


were ſuddenly ſuſpended by an event that ſeemed ro 
unite” both parties in the proſecution of the ſame 
meaſures. This was the intelligence of an intended 
invaſion. By the parliamentary diſputes, the loud 


clamours, and che general diflatisfaRiontof the people 
in Great Britain, the French miniſtry were per- 


ſuaded that the nation was ripe for a revolt. This 
belief was corroborated by the aſſertions of their 
emiſſaries in different parts of Great · Britain and 


HAP. 
vt. 


i745 


Ireland. © Theſe were Papiſts and Jacobites of ſtrong 


prejudices and warm imaginations, who ſaw thin 
through the medium of paſſion and party, and ole 


rather from extravagant zeal than from ſober con- 


viction. They gave the Court of Verſailles to un- 


derſtand, that if the Chevalier de St. George, or his 


eldeſt ſon, Charles. Edward, ſhould appear at the 
head of a French army in Great- Britain, a'revolu- 
tion would inſtantly follow in his favour. This inti- 


mation was agreeable to Cardinal de Tencin, Who, 


ſince the death of Fleury, had borne a ſhare in the 


adminiſtration of France. He was of a violent en- 


terpriſing temper. He had been recommended to 
the purple by the Chevalier de St. George, and was 


ſeemingly attached to the Stuart family. His am- 


bition was flattered with the proſpect of giving a 


King to Great - Britain; of performing ſuch eminent 


ſervice to his benefactor, and of reſtoring to the 


throne of their anceſtors a family connected by the 
ties of blood with all the greateſt Princes of Europe. 
The miniſtry of France foreſaw, that even if this 


aim ſhould miſcatry, a deſcent upon Great- Britain 


would make a conſiderable diverſion from the conti- 
nent in favour of France, and embroil and embar- 
raſs his Britannick Majeſty,* who was the chief ſup- 
port of the Houſe of Auſtria, and all its allies. 


Actuated by theſe motives, he concerted meaſures 


with the Chevalier de St. George at Rome, who 
being too much advanced in years to engage per- 


ſonally 
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ſonally in ſuch an expedition, agreed to delegate | 
his pretentions and authority to his ſon Charles. a 


youth of promiling talents, ſage, ſecret, brave, and 


enterpriſing, amiable in his-perſon, grave, and even 
reſerved; in his deportment.. He approved himſelf 
in the ſequel compoſed and moderate in ſucceſs, won» 
derfully firm in adverſity ; and though - tenderly 
nurſed in all the delights of an effeminate country, 


and gentle climate, patient almoſt beyond belief of 


cold, hunger, and fatigue. Such was the adventurer 


no deſtined to fill the hope which the French 


miniſtry had conceived, from the projected inva- 


$ IV. Count Saxe was appointed by the French | 


King commander of the troops deſigned for this ex- 


dition, which amounted to fifteen thouſand men. 
hey began their march to Picardy, and a great 
number of veſſels was aſſembled for their embarka» 


tion at Dunkirk, Calais, and Bovlogn. It was de- 


termined that they ſhould be landed in Kent, under 
convoy. of a ſtrong ſquadron equipped-at Breft, and 
commanded by Monſieur de Roquefeville, an officer 
of expenence and capacity. The Chevalier de St. 


George. is ſaid to have required the perſonal ſervice 
of the Duke of Ormond, who excuſed bimſelf on 


account of his advanced age: be that as ig will, 
Prince Charles departed from Rome about the end 
of December, in the. diſguiſe of a Spaniſh courier, 
attended by one ſervant only, and furniſhed: with 
paſſports. by Cardinal Aquaviva. He | travelled 


through Tuſcany to Genoa, from whence he pro- 


ceeded to Savona, where he embarked for. Antibes, 
and proſecuting his journey to Paris, was in 
with a private audience of the French King: then 
he ſet out incogaito for the coaſt of Picardy, The 
Britiſh miniſtry being appriſed of his arrival in 
France, at once comprehended the deſtipation of the 
armaryents. prepared at Bret and Boulogn, Mr. 
Thompſon, the Engliſh teſident at Paris, * — 

f | Orders 


| 8 ORG E H. 13 
orders to make a remonſtrance to the French mi. cCBAE 
- niſtry, on the violation of thoſe treaties: by which 
the Pretender to the crown of Great«Britaia was 7, 
excluded from the territories of France. But he 
was given to underſtand, that his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty would not explain himſelf on that ſubject, 
until the King of England ſhould have given ſatis= 
faction on the repeated complaints which had been 
made to him, touching the infractions of thoſe 
very treaties which | had been ſo often violated 
by his orders. Ia the month of January, M. 
de Roqueſeuille ſailed from Breſt, directing 
his courſe up the Engliſh channel, with twenty 
ſhips of war. They were immediately diſcovered 
by an Engliſh cruifer, which ran into Plymouth; 
and the intelligence was conveyed by land to the 
board of Admiralty. Sir John Norris was forthwith 
ordered to take the command of the ſquadron ar - 
Spithead, with which he failed round to the Downs, 
where he was joined by ſome ſhips of the line from 
Chatham, and then he found himſelf at the head 
of a ſquadron conſiderably ſtronger than that of the 
enemy, eee IS. +1 4. * 
FV. Several regiments marched to the ſouthern 
coaſt of England: all governors and commanders 
were ordered to repair immediately to their reſpec- 
tive poſts: the forts at the mouths of the Thames 
and Medway were put in a poſture of defence ;' and 
directions were iſſued to aſſemble the Kentiſh militia, 
to defend the coaſt in caſe of an invaon. On the 
fifteenth day of February, the King ſent a meſſage 
to both Houſes of Parliament, intimating the arri- 
val of the Pretender's ſon in France, the prepara- 
tions at Dunkirk, and the appearance of a French 
fleet in the Engliſh- channel. They joined in an 
addreſs, declaring their indignation and abhorrence 
of the deſign formed in favour of à Popiſh Preten- 
* ders and aſſuring his Majeſty, that they would, 
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| * 6 0K with the warmeſt zeal and unanimity; take ſock 


"- 


1743 


meaſures as would enable him to fruſtrate and defeat 
ſo deſperate and inſolent an attempt. Addreſſes 
of the ſame kind were preſented by the city of Lon- 
don, both Univerfities, the principal towns of Great- 
Britaio, the Clergy, the Diſſenting Miniſters, the 
Quakers, and almoſt all the corporations and com- 
munines: of the Kingdom. A-requiſition was made 
of the ſix thouſand auxiliaries, which the States- 

General were by treaty obliged to furniſh on ſuch 


occaſjons and theſe were granted with great alacrity 
and expedition. The Earl of Stair, forgetting his 


wrongs, took this opportunity of offering his ſervices 
to government, and was reinveſted with the chief 


command of the forces in Great- Britain. His ex- 


ample was followed by ſeveral noblemen of the firſt 


rapk. The Duke of Montagu. was permitted to 


raiſe a regiment of horſe; and orders were ſent ro 
bring over ſix thouſand of the Britiſh troops from 
Flanders, in caſe the invaſion ſhould actually take 
place. His Majeſty was, in another addreſs from 
Parliament, exhorted to augment his forces by ſea 
and land: the Habeas Corpus act was ſuſpended for 


ſix months. and ſeveral perſons of diſtinction were 


apprehended: on ſuſpicion of treaſonable practices: a 
proclamation was iſſued for putting the laws in exe- 
cution againſt Papiſts and Nonjurors, who were 
commanded to retire ten miles from! London; and 
every precaution was taken which ſeemed neceſſary 
for the preſervation of the publick tranquillity, © *' 
FVI. Mean while the French court proceeded 
with their preparations at Boulogn and Dunkirk; 
under the eye of the young Pretender; and ſeven 
thouſand men were actually embarked. M. de 
Roquefeuille failed up the channel as far as Dunge- 
neſs, a promontory on the coaſt of Kent, after ha- 
ving detached M. de Barreil, with five. ſhips, 'to 


haſten the embarkation at Dunkirk. While the 


French Admiral anchored off Dungeneſs, he per- 
Ceived, 


1 K OE U 77711 


Bririfh fleet, under Sir John Norris, doubling the 


145 
_ ecived, on the twenty-fourth-day. of Febroary; the CHER 


South- Foreland from the Downs; and though/the 
wind was againſt him, taking the opportunity of the 


tide to come up and engage the French ſquadron 
Roque feuille, who little expected ſuch a viſit, coul 
not be altogether compoſed, conſidering the great 
ſuperiority of his enemies: but the tide failing, the 
Engliſh Admiral was obliged to anchor two leagues 
ſhort of the enemy. In this interval, M. Roque- 
feuille called à council of war, in which it was de- 
termined to avoid an engagement, weigh anchor at 
ſun ſet, and make the beſt of their way to the place 
from whence they had ſet ſail. © This reſolution was 


favoured by a very hard gale of wind, which began 


to blow from the north-eaſt, and carried them 
don the channel with incredible expedition. But 
the ſame ſtorm which, in all probability, ſaved 


their fleet from deſtruction, utterly diſconcerted the 


defign of invading England. A great number of 
their tranſports was driven aſhore and deſtroyed, 
and the reſt were ſo damaged that they could not be 
ſpeedily repaired. The Engliſh were now maſters 
at ſea, and their coaſt was ſo welt guarded, that the 
enterprize could not be proſecuted with any proba- 


bility of ſucceſs. The French Generals nominated | 


to ſerve in this expedition returned to Paris, and 
the young Pretender reſolved to wait a more fa- 
vourable opportunity, In the mean time he re- 
mained in Paris, or that neighbourhood, incognito, 
and almoſt totally neglected by the court of France. 


Finding hiqſelf in this diſagreeable ſituation, and 


being visited by John Murray of Broughton, who 
magnified the power of his friends in Gteat-Britain, 


he reſolved to make ſome bold effort, even without 


the aſſiſtance of Louis, in whoſe ſincerity he had ng 


faith, and forthwith took proper meaſures to obtain 


exact information touching the number, inclinatians, 
and influence of his father's adherents in England 
is | 3s and 
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BOOK and Scotland. The French King no longer preſerved 
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any meaſures with the court of London: the Britiſh 
refident at Paris was given to underſtand, that a 
declaration of war muſt enſue; and this was actually 
bliſhed on the twentierh day of March, The 
ing of Great-Britain was taxed with having dif- 
ſuaded the court of Vienna from entertaining any 
thoughts of an accommodation; with having in- 


_ fringed the convention of Hanover; with —_ 


exerciſed piracy upon the ſubjects of France, an 
with having blocked up the harbour of Toulon. On 
the thirty · firſt day of March, a like denunciation of 
war againſt France was publiſhed at London, amidſt 
the acclamations of the people. 2 


An. 17444 5 VII. The Commons of England, in order to 


evince their loyalty, brought in a bill, denouncing 
the penalties of high-treaſoh, againſt thoſe who 
mould maintain correſpondence with the ſons of the 
Pretender. In the Upper Houſe, Lord Hard- 


wicke, the Chancellor, moved, that a clauſe ſhould 


be inſerted, extending the crime of treaſon to the 
poſterity of the offenders, during the lives of the 

tender's ſons. The motion, Which was ſup- 
ported by the whole ſtrength of the miniſtry, pro- 


duced a warm debate, in which the Duke of Bed- 
—_ the Earl of Cheſterfield,” the Lords Talbot and 

ervey, argued againſt it in the moſt pathetick 
manner, as an illibcral expedient, contrary to the 
dictates of humanity, the law of nature, the rules 
of common juſtice, and the precepts of religion; an 
expedient that would involve the innocent with the 
guilty, and tend to the augmentation of minifterial 
e for which purpoſe it was undoubtedly calcu- 
ated. Notwithſtanding theſe ſuggeſtions, the clauſe 
was carried in the affirmative, and the bill ſent back 


to the Commons, where tie amendment was vigo- 


+ 2 
: = 


rouſſy oppoſed by Lord Strange, Lord Guerniey, 
Mr. W. Pitt, and other members, by whom the 


n nn d 
- Aba bill had been coumtenancedꝰ: the majority, © 8 P. 
however, declared forthe amendment, and the bill 1 


obtained the royal aſſent. The ſeſñon of Parliament 9 
was cloſed in May, when the King told them, that 


the Freneh had made vaſt ons on the ſide of 
the Netherlands ; and that the States- General had 
agreed to furniſn the ſuccours ſtipulated by treaties. - 


$ VIII. By this time an action had happened in 
the Mediterranean, between the Britiſh fleet com- 
manded by Admiral Matthews, and the combined 
ſquadrous of France and Spain, which had been for 
ſome time blocked up in the harbour of Foulon. 
On the ninth day of February they were perceived | 
| ſtanding out of the road. to the number of fours e 
and thirty. ſail: the Engliſn Admiral immediately 
weighed from Hieres bay; and on the ; eleventhy 
patt of the fleets engaged. Matthews attacked the 
Beanich Admiral, Don Navarro, whoſe ſhip, the 
1 Real, was a firſt rate, mounted with above an hun- 
5 dted guns.  Rear-Admiral Rowley ſingled out M. 
de Court, who commanded the French ſquadron; 
and a very few Captains followed the example of 
their commanders : but Vice- Admiral Leſtock, 
with his whole diviſion, remained at a great diſtance 
aſtern ; and ſeveral Captains, who were immediately 
_ the eye of Matthews, behaved in ſuch a man- 
as refetted diſgrace upon their country. The 
— tt anſaction was conducted without order or 
deliberation. The French and Spaniards would 
have willingly avoided an engagement, as the Bri- 
tiſh ſquadron was ſupetiot to them in ſtrength and 
number. M. de Court; therefore, made the beſt 
of his way towards the Straits mouth, probably with 
antian . er the _ ee but 2 


1 n | blow in.the tad of the. 
uke of Argyle, a nobleman of ſhining qualifications for the ſenate - 
| uh ihe Feld, whoſe de geg . en Ml mt zarte 
not ſome parts of his conduct fu ed him to 
| — and N He was r in E * | 
„ Archibald Earl of lar. 
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'B 0 Rders to protect the Spaniſh fleet; and as they ſailed 


| wt heavily, he was obliged to wait for them, at the ha» 


zard of maintaining a battle with the Engliſn. Thus 
circumſtanced he made ſail and lay to by turns; fo 


that the Britiſh Admiral could not engage them in 


began to fear they would eſcape him alto 


h 
ther, 
ſnould he wait for Vice- Admiral Leſtock, who was 
ſo far aſtern. Under this apprehenſion he made the 
ſignal for engaging, while that for the line of battle 
was {till diſplayed; and this inconſiſtency naturally 
introduced confuſion. The fight was maintained 
with great vivacity by the few who engaged. The 
Real being quite diſabled, and: lying like a wreck 
vpon the water, Mr. Matthews ſent a fireſhip to de- 
ſtroy her; but the expedient did not take effect. 
The ſhip ordered to cover this machine did not obey 
the ſignal; ſo that the Captain of the fireſhip was 


proper order; and as they outſailed bis ſhips, he 
0 


expoſed to the whole fire of the enemy. Neverthe- 


leſs, he continued to advance until he found the 
veſſel ſinking: and being within a few yards of the 
Real, he ſet fire to the fuſees. The ſhip was imme 
diately in flames, in the midſt of which he and his 


lieutenant, with twelve men, periſned. This was 


likewiſe the fate of a Spaniſh launch, which had 


been manned with fifty ſailors, to prevent the fire- 


ſhip from running on board the Real. One ſhip of 


the line belonging to the Spaniſh ſquadron ſtruck to 


Captain Hawke, who ſcat a Lieutenant to take poſ- 


ſeſſion of her: ſhe was afterwards retaken by the 


French ſquadron; but was found ſo diſabled, that 
they left her deſerted, and ſhe was next day burned 


by order of Admiral Matthews. At night the action 
_ ceaſedz and the Admiral found his own ſhip ſo much 


damaged, that he moved his flag into another. 


Captain Cornwall fell in the engagement, after ha- 


ving Exhibited a remarkable proof of courage and 


intrepidicy : but the. loſs of men was very inconſi- 
derable. Next day the enemy appeared to leeward, 
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and the Admiral gave chaſe till night; when he c HAT. 
brought to, that he might be jained by the ſhips Ty 
a- ſtern. They were perceived again on the thirteenth 700 
at a conſiderable diſtance, and purſued till the even- 
ing. In the morning of the ſourteenth, twenty ſail 
of them were ſeen diſtinctly, and Leſtock with his 
diviſion had gained ground of them conſiderably by 
noon; but Admiral Matthews diſplayed the FA al 
for leaving off chaſe, and bore away for Port- Ma- 
hon, to repair the damage he had ſuſtained. Mean 
while the combined ſquadrons continued their courſe 
towards the coaſt of Spain. M. de Court, with his 
diviſion, anchoted in the road of Alicant; and Don 
Navarro failed into the harbout of Carthagena. 
Admiral Matthews, on his arrival at Minorca, ae- 
cuſed Leſtock of having miſbehaved on the day of 
action; ſuſpended him from his office, and ſent him 
iſoner to England, where, in his turn, he aceuſtd 
his accuſer. - Long before the engagement, theſe - 
two officers had expreſſed the moſt virulent reſent - 
ment againſt each other. Matthews wWwas brave, 
open, and undiſguiſed; but proud, imperious, and 
precipitate. Leſtock had ſignalized his courage on 
many occaſions, and perfectiy underſtood the whole 
diſcipline of the navy; but he was cool, cunning, 
and vindictive.” He had been treated — | 
by Matthews, and in revenge took advantage of 
his errors and precipitation. To gratiſy this paſſion, 
he betrayed the intereſt: and glory of his country; 
for it is not to be doubted, but that he might have 
come up in time to engage; and, in that caſe, the 
fleets of France and Spain would in all likelihood 
have been deſtroyed: but he entrenched himſelf 
within the punctilios of diſcipline, and faw with 
pleaſure his antagoniſt expoſe himſelf to the hazard 
of death, ruin, and diſgrace. Matthews himſelf, in 
the ſequel, ſacrificed his duty to his reſentment, in 
reſtraining Leſtock from purſuing and attacking the 
combined ſquadrons on the third day aſter the en- 
Vor. III. K gagement, 
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Bo Ok gagement, when they appeared diſabled; and in 
maniſeſt diſorder; and would have fallen an eaſy 
prey, had they had vigorouſly attacked. One can 


ardly, without indignation, refle&t upon theſe in- 
ſtances, in which a community has ſo ſeverely ſuf- 
fered from the perſonal animoſity of individuals. 
The miſcarriage off Toulon became the ſubje@ of a 
parliamentary enquity in England. The Commons, 


in an addreſs to the throne, defired that a court- 


martial might be appointed to try the delinquents. 


By this time Leſtock had accuſed Matthews, and 
all the Captains of his diviſion who miſbehaved on 


the day of battle. The court- martial was conſtitu- 
ted, and proceeded to tryal. Several Commanders 
of ſhips were caſhiered: Vice-Admiral Leſtock was 


' honovurably acquitted; and Admiral Matthews ren» 


dered incapable of ſerving for the future in his Ma- 
jeſty's navy. All the world knew that Leſtock kept 


aloof, and that Matthews ruſhed into the hotteſt 


part of the engagement. Vet the former triumphed . 
on his tryal; and the latter narrowly eſcaped the 


ſentence of death for cowardice and miſconduct. 
Such deciſions are not to be accounted for, except 
from prejudice and faction | 


FIX. The war in Germany; wbich had been 


almoſt extinguiſned in the laſt campaign, began to 
revive, and raged with redoubled violence. The 
Emperor had ſollicited the mediation of his Britan- 


nick Majeſty, for compromiſing the differences: be- 
tween him and the Court of Vienna. Prince Wil. 


lam of Heſſe Caſſel had conferred: with the King of 


England on this ſubject; and a negociation was 


begun at Hanau. The Emperor offered to diſmiſs 


the French auxiliaries, provided the Auſtrians would 


evacuate his hereditary dominions. Nay, Prince 


William and Lord Carteret, as Plenipotentiaries, 
actually agreed to prehminaries, by which his Impe- 
tial Majeſty engaged to renounce the alliance of 


France, and throw himſelf into the arms of the ma- 


ritime 


y 
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time powers; to reſign all pretenſions to the ſuc- HA. 
ceſſion of the Houſe of Auſtria; and to revive the VIII. 
vote of Bohemia in the electoral college, on con- . 
dition of his being re-eſtabliſhed in the poſſeſſion 
of his dominions, recognized as Emperor by the 
Queen of Hungary, and accommodated with a 
monthly ſubſidy for his maintentance, as his own « 
territories were exhauſted and impoveriſhed by the 
war. By a ſeparate article, the King of Great-Bri- 
tain promiſed to furniſh him with three hundred 
thouſand crowns, and to interpoſe his good offices 
with the Queen of Hungary, that his electoral domi- 
nions ſhould be favourably treated. Theſe prelimi- 
naties, though ſettled, were not ſigned. The Court 
of Vienna was vnwiliing to part with their conqueſts 
In Bavaria and the Upper-Palatinate. The Queen 
truſted too much to the valour of her troops, and 
the wealth of her allies, to liſten to fuch terms of 
. accommodation; and, whatever arguments were uſed 
with the King of Great Britain, certain it is the 
negociation was dropped, on pretence that the arti- 
cles were diſapproved by the miniſtry of England, 
The Emperor, environed with diſtreſs, renewed his * 
application to the King of Great-Britain z and even _ 
declared that he would refer his cauſe to the deter · 9 
mination of the maritime powers: but all his ad. 
vances were diſcountenced; and the treaty of — 
Worms diſpelled all hope of accommodation. In 
this manner did the Britiſh miniſtry reje& the faireſt 
opportunity that could poſſibly occur of terminating - 
the war in Germany with honour and advantage, 
and of freeing their country from that inſufferable 
burthen of expence under which ſhe groancd 
SX. The iaflexibility of the Houſe of A 


ſtria, 


and its chief ally, proved ſerviceable to the Em- 
peror. The forlorn ſituation of this unfortunate 
Prince excited the compaſſion of divers Princes: 
they reſented the inſolence with which the head of 
the empire had been — by the Court of Vienna; 


* 
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B 00x and they were alarmed at the increaſing. power of a 
I. family noted for pride, tyranny, | and. ambition. 
”- Theſe conſiderations -gave riſe to the treaty. of 


Franckforr, concluded in May between the Empe- 
| ror, the King of Pruſſia, the King of Sweden as 
Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, and the EleQor-Pala- 
tine, They engaged to preſerve. the conſtitution of 
the empire, according to the treaty of Weſtphalia, 
and to ſupport the Emperor in his rank and dig- 
nity. They agreed to employ their good offices with 
the Queen of Hungary, that ſhe might be induced 
to acknowledge the Emperor, to reſtore, his here- 
ditary dominions, and give up the archives of the 
empire that were in her poſſeſſion, They guaran- 
teed to each other their reſpective territories: the 
diſputes about the ſucceſſion of the late Emperor 
they referred to the deciſion of the States of the em- 
ire: they promiſed to aſſiſt one another in caſe of 
3 attacked ; and they invited the King of Po- 
land, the Elector of Cologn, and the Biſhop of 
Leige, to accede to this treaty. Such was the con- 
federacy that broke all the meaſures which had been 
concerted between the King of Great- Britain and her 
Hungarian Majeſty, for the operations of the cam- 
paign. In the mean time, the French King declared 
war againſt this Princeſs, on pretence that ſhe was 
obſtinately deaf to all terms of accommodation, and 
determined to carry the war into the territories of 
France. In her counter · declatation ſhe taxed Louis 
with having infringed the moſt ſolemn engagement, 
with reſpect to the pragmatick ſanction; with having 
ſpirited up different pretenders, to lay claim to the 
ucceſſion of the late Emperor; with having endea - 


_ ... voureato inltigate the common enemy of Chriſten- 


dom againſt her; and with having acted the incen- 
diary in the north of Europe, that the Czarina might 
be prevented from aſſiſting the Houſe of Auſtria, 
while his numerous armies overſpread the empire, 
and deſolated her hereditary countries. Theſe re- 
| I | criminations 


01 0 E 133 


eriminations- were literally true. The Houſes of c HAT. 
Bourbon and Auſtria have, for many centuries, been, Yb : 
the common diſturbers and plagues of =vrope. — 
| XI. The King of France, though in himfelf 
| pacifick and unenterpriſing, was ſtimulated by his 
miniſtry to taſte the glory of conqueſt in rhe Nether- 
lands, where he had affembled an army of one hun- 
dred and twenty thouſand men, provided with a very 
formidable train of artillery. The chief e 
was veſted in the Mareſchal Count de Saxe, who 
poſſeſſed great military talents, and proved to be 
one of the moſt fortunate Generals of the age in 
which he lived. The allied forces, confiſting of 
Engliſh, Hanoverians, Dutch, and Avſtrians, to 
the number of ſeventy thouſand effective men, were 
in the month of May aſſembled in the neighbour- 
hood of Bruſſels, from whence they marched towards 
Oudenarde, and poſted themſelves behind the Schelde, 
being unable to retard the progreſs of the enemy; 
The French Motiarch, attended by his favourite 
ladies, with all the pomp of caftern luxury. arrived 
at Liſle on the twelfth day of the fame month; and 
in the adjacent plain reviewed his army. The States- 
General, alarmed at his preparations, had, in a con- 
ference with his Ambaſſador at the Hague, expreſſed 
their apprehenſions, and entreated his Moſt Chriſ- 
tian Majeſty would deſiſt from his defign of attack- 
ing their barrier. Their remonſtrances having pro- 
ved ineffectual, they now ſent a miniſter to wait 
upon that Monarch, to enforce their former repre- | 
ſentations, and repeat their entreaties : but no regard 
was paid to his requeſt. The French King told 
him, he was determined to proſecute the war with 
vigour, as his moderation hitherto had feed to no 
other purpoſe but that of rendering his enemies more 
intractable. Accordingly, his troops inveſted Me- 
nin, which was in ſeven days ſurrendered upon ca- 
pitulation. Ypres, Fort Knocke, and Furnes, un- "i 
derwent the fame fate; and on the twenty-ninth fk 
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BOOK day of June the King of France entered Punkirk in 
triumph. | 


XII. He «had taken ſuch. precautions for the 
defence of Alſace, which was guarded. by canſidef- 
able armies under the command of Coigni and Seck- 
.endorf, that he thought he had nothing to fear from 
the Auſtrians in that quarter: beſides, he had re- 
ceived ſecret aſſurances that the King of Pruſſia 
would declare for the Emperor; ſo that he reſolved 
to purſue his conqueſts in the Netherlands. But all 
his meaſures were defeated by the activity of Prince 
Charles of Lorraine, and his officers, who found 
means to paſs the Rhine, and oblige the French and 
Bavarian Generals to retire to Lampertheim, that 
they might cover Straſburgh. The Auſtrians made 
themſelves maſters of Haguenau and Saverne : they 
ſecured the paſſes of Lorraine; and laid all the 
country of Lower Alſace under contribution. The 
King of France was no ſooner appriſed of the Prince's 
having paſſed the Rhine, and penetrated into this 
province, than he ſent off a detachment of thirty 
thouſand men from his army in Flanders to reinforce 
that under the Mareſchal de Coigny; and he him- 
ſelf began his journey from the Rhine, that he might - 
in perſon cheek the progreſs of the enemy : but this 
gelen was anticipated by a ſevere diſtemper that 
© overtook him at Metz in Lorraine. The phyſicians 
deſpaired of his life. The Queen, with her chil- 
dren, and all the Princes of. the blood, haſtened 
from Verſailles to pay the laſt duties to their dying 
Sovereign, who, as a true penitent, diſmiſſed his 
concubines, and began to prepare himſelf for death: 
yet the ſtrength of his conſtitution triumphed over the 
fever, ai his recovery was celebrated all over his do- 
minions With uncommon marks of joy and affection. 
.& XIII. In the mean time the ſchemes of the 
Auſtrian General were fruſtrated by the King of . 
Pruſſia, who, in the month of Auguſt, entered the 
clectorate of Saxony, at the "Ka, of a numerous 
1 e amy, 


70 ee e e 9 
army. There he declared, in a publick manifeſto, c WAP. 
that his aims were only to re-eſtabliſh the peace of -* 
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the empire, and to ſupport the dignity of its head. 1744s, 


He aſſured the inhabitants that they might depend 
upon his protection, in caſe they ſhould remain 
quiet; but threarened them with fire and ſword- 
ſhould they preſume to oppoſe his arms. In a re- 
ſcript, addreſſed to his miniſters at foreign courts, 
he accuſed the Queen of Hungary of obſtinacy, in 
refuſing to acknowledge the Emperor, and reſtore 
his hereditary dominions: he ſaid, he had engaged 
in the league of Franckfort, to hinder the head of 
the empire from being opprefſed:; that he had no 
intention to violate the peace of Breſlau, or enter as 
a principal into this war: he affirmed, that his de- 
ſign was to act as auxiliary to the Emperor, and eſta- 
bliſh the quiet of Germany. He penetrated into 
Bohemia and undertook the ſiege of Prague, the 
Governor of which ſurrendered; himſelf and his gar- 
riſon priſoners. of war on the ſixteenth day of Sep- 
tember. He afterwards reduced Tabor, Bodweis, 
and Teyn, and in a word ſubdued the greateſt part 
of the kingdom; the Auſtrian forces in that coun- 
try being in no condition to ſtop his progreſs. Ne- 
verthelels, he was ſoon obliged to relinquiſh his con- 
queſts. Prince Charles of Lorraine was recalled 
from Alſace, and repaſſed the Rhine in the face of 
the French army, commanded by the Mareſchals 
de Coigni, Noailles, and Belleiſle. Then he march- 
ed to the Danube, laid the Upper Palatinate under 
contribution, and entering Bohemia, joined the 
troops under Bathiani at Merotitz. The King of © 
Poland Elector of Saxony, at this junQture, declared 
in favour of her Hungarian Majeſty, AWﬀtonven- 
tion for the mutual guarantee of their dominions, 
had been ſigned between thoſe two powers in De- | 
cember; and now Prince Charles of Lorraine was =_ 
reinforced by twenty thouſand Saxon troops, under > Y 
the conduct of the Duke of Sage -Weſſenfels. The 
1 1 combined 
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o k combined army was ſuperior to that of his Pruſſian 


Majeſty, whom they reſolved to engage. But he 
retired before them, and having evacvated all the 
places he had garriſoned in Bohemia, retteated with 
precipitation into Sileſia. There his troops were 
put into winter-quarters; and he himſelf returned 
to Berlin, extremely mortified at the iſſue of the 
campagag. | | ; 
XIV. During theſe tranſactions, Count Secken- 
dorf marched. into Bavaria, at the head of a ſtrong 


army, drove the Auſtrians out of that electorate, 


and the Emperor regained poſſeſſion of Munich, his 
capital, on the twenty-ſecond Day of October. In 


Auguſt the French army paſſed the Rhine at Fort- 


Louis, and inveſted the ſtrong and important city of 
Fribourg, defended by General Demnitz, at the head 
of nine thouſand veterans. The King of France ar- 
rived in the camp on the eleventh Day of October; 
and the ſiege was carried on with uncommon vigour. | 


The Auſtrian governour made incredible efforts in 


the defence of the place, which he maintained until 
it was reduced to a heap of ruins, and one half of 
the garriſon deſtroyed. At length, however, they 
were obliged to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of 


war, after the trenches had been open five and- forty 


days, during which they had kiiled above fifteen 
thouſand of the beſiegers. With this conqueſt the 
French King cloſed the campaign, and his army 
was cantuned along theRhine, under the inſpection 
of the Count de Maillebois. By the detachments 
drawn from the French army in Flanders, Count 


Saxe had found himſelf conſiderably weaker than 


the canfedexates: he threw up ſtrong entrenchments 
behind te Lys, where he remained on the defenſive, 
until he was reinforced by the Count de Clermont, 


who commanded a ſeparate body on the fide of 
Newport. The Allies, to the number of ſeventy 


thouſand, paſſed the Schelde, and advanced towards 
Helchin: but the enemy being ſo advantageouſly 
5 3 25 8 * 5 poſted, 
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poſted, that they could not attack him with any CH Ax. 
er ee of, advantage, they filed on in fight of ve „ 

ournay; and on the eighth day of Auguſt en- 4444; 
camped in the plains of Liſle, in hope of drawin 
Count Saxe from the ſituation in which he was ſo 
ſtrongly fortified. Here they foraged for ſeveral 
days, and laid the open country under contribution': 
however, they made no attempt on the place itſelf, 
which in all probability would have fallen into their 
hands had they inveſted ir at their firſt approach; 

for then there was no other garriſon but two or three 
battalions of militia : but Count Saxe ſoon threw in 
a a conſiderable reinforcement. The Allies were un- 
provided with a train of battering cannon ; and their 
commanders would not deviate from the uſual form 
of war. Beſides, they were divided in their opi- 
nions, and deſpiſed one another. General Wade, 
who commanded the Engliſh and Hanoverians, was 
a vain, weak man, without confidence, weight, or 
authority; and the Auſtrian General, the Duke 
d' Aremberg, was a proud, rapacious glutton, devoid 
of talents and ſentiment. After having remained 
for ſome time in fight of Lifle, and made a general 
forage without moleſtation, they retired to their for- 
mer camp on the Schelde, from whence they ſoon 
marched into winter-quarters, Count Saxe at length 

uitted his lines; and by way of retaliation, ſent out 

tachments to ravage the Low- countries, tothe very 
gates of Ghent and Bruges. The conduct of the 
Allied Generals was ſeverely cenſured in England, and 
ridiculed in France, not only in private converſation 
but alſo on their publick theatres, where it hecame 
the ſubject of farces and pantomimes. 
$ XV. The campaign in Italy produced divers by 

viciflitudes of fortune. The King of Naples having 
aſſembled an army joined Count Gages, and pub- 
liſhed a manifeſto in vindication of his conduct, 
which was a direct violation of the neutrality he had 
promiſed to obſerve, He maintained, that his mo- 
„„ | 8 deration 
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- BOOK deration had been undervalued by the Courts of 


London and Vienna; that his frontiers were threat- 
ened with the calamities of war; and that the Queen 
of. Hungary made no ſecret of her intention to in- 
vade his dominions. This charge was not without 


foundation. The emiſſaries of the Houſe of Auſtria 


endeavoured to excite a rebellion in Naples, which 
Prince Lobkowitz had orders to favour by an inva- 
ſion. This General was encamped at Monte Ro- 
tundo, in the neighbourhood of Rome, when, in the 
month of June, the confederates advanced to Vel- 


letti. While the two armies remained in fight of 


each other, Prince Lobkowitz detached a ſtrong 
body of forces, under Count Soro and General Go- 
rani, who made an irruption into the province of 
Abruzzo, and took the city of Aquilla, - where they 
diſtributed a manifeſto, in which the Queen of Hun- 
gary exhorted the Neapolitans to ſhake off the Spa- 
niſh yoke, and ſubmit again to the Houſe of Avſtria, 
This ſtep, however, produced little or no effect; 
and the Auſtrian detachment retired at the approach 


of the Duke of Vieuville, with a ſuperior number 


of forces. In Auguſt, Count Brown, at the head of 


an Auſtrian detachment, ſurpriſed Velletri in the 


night; and the King of the Two Sicihes, with the 
Duke of Modena, were in the utmoſt danger of being 


taken. They eſcaped by a poſtern with great diffi- 


culty, and repaired to the quarters of Count Gages, 
who performed the part of a great General on this 
occalion. He rallied. the fugitives, diſpelled the 
panick and confuſion which had begun to prevail in 


his camp, and made a diſpoſition for cutting off the 


retreat of the Auſtrians, Count Brown, finding him- 
ſelf in danger of being ſurrounded, thought proper 


do ſecure his retreat, which he effected with great 
art and gallantry, carrying off a prodigious booty. 


Three thouſand Spaniards are ſaid to have fallen in 
this action; and eight hundred men were taken 


with ſome ſtandards and colours. Count Mariani, 


a Nea- 


a Neapolitan General, was among the priſoners. CH 
The Auſtrians loſt about fix hundred men; and Ge- Y? 
neral Novati fell into the hands of the enemy: but 4. 


the exploit produced no r of importance. 
The heats of autumn proved ſo fatal to the Auſ- 
trians, who were not accuſtomed to the climate, that 
Prince Lobkowitz ſaw his army mouldering away, 


without any poſſibility of its being recruited: beſides, 


the. country was. ſo drained that he could no longer 
procure ſubſiſtence. Impelled by theſe conſidera - 
tions, he meditated a retreat. On the eleventh day 
of November, he decamped from Faiola, marched 
under the walls of Rome, paſſed the Tiber at Ponte 
 Molle, formerly known by the name of Pons Mil- 
vius, which he had juſt time to break down behind 
him, when the vanguard of the Spaniards and Nea- 
politans appeared. Part of his rear-guard, how- 
ever, Was taken, with Count Soro who commanded 
it, at Nocera; and his army ſuffered greatly by de- 
ſertion. - Nevertheleſs, he continued his retreat with 


equal {kill and expedition, paſſed the mountains of 


Gubio, and by the way of Viterbo reached the Bo- 
logneſe. The Pope was altogether paſſive. In the 
beginning of the campaign he had careſſed Lob- 
| kowitz; and now he received the King of the Two. 
Sicilies with marks of the warmeſt affection. That 
Prince having viſited the chief curioſities of Rome, 
returned to Naples, leaving part of his troops under 
the command of Count Gages. | 

_  SXVI. Fortune likewiſe favoured his brother 
Don Philip, in Savoy and Piedmont. He was, early 
in the ſeaſon, joined at Antibes by the French army, 
under the conduct of the Prince of Conti. In the 
latter end of March, the combined forces paſſed the 
Var, reduced the caſtle of Aſpremont, and entered 
the city of Nice, without oppoſition. In April, they 
attacked the King of Sardinia, who, with twenty 
thouſand men, was ſtrongly entrenched among the 
Mountains at Villa-Franga. The action was obſti- 
2 | 8 | nate 
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BOOK nate and bloody; but their numbers and perſeve· 


Il. rance prevailed. He was obliged to. abandon” his 


"1744. poſts, and embark on board of the Britiſh fquadron, 


which tranſported him and his troops to Vado. The 
intention of Don Philip was to penetrate through the 


. territories of Genoa into the Milaneſe ; but Admiral 


Matthews, who hovered with a ſtrong ſquadron on 


that coaſt, ſent a meſſage to the Republick, de- 
© Claring, that ſhould the combined army be ſuffered 


to pals through her dominions, the King of Great- 
Britain would conſider ſuch a ſtep as a breach of 
their neutrahty. The Senate, intimidated by this 
intimation, entreated the Princes to deſiſt from their 
deſign; and they reſolved to chooſe another route. 
They defiled towards Piedmont, and aſſaulted the 
ſtrong poſt of Chateau Dauphine, defended by the 
King of Sardinia in perſon. After a deiperate at- 
tack, in which they loſt four thouſand men, th place 
was taken: the garriſon of Demont ſurrendered at 


diſcretion, and the whole country of Piedmont was 


laid under contribution. His Sardinian Majeſty was 
not in a condition to hazard a battle; and, there- 
fore, poſted himſelf at Saluzzes, in order to cover 
his capital. The combined army advanced to the 
ſtrong and important town of Coni, which was in- 
velted in the beginning of September. Baron Leu- 
trum the governor made an obſtinate defence, and 
the ſituation of the place was ſuch as rendered the 


ſiege difficult, tedious, and bloody. The King of 
- Sardinia being reinforced by ten thouſand Auſtrians, 


under General Pallavicini, advanced to its relief, 
and a battle enſued. The action was maintained 
with great vigour on both ſides, till night, when his 
Majeſty finding it impracticable to force the enemy's 
entrenchments, retired in good order to his camp at 
Muraſſo. He afterwards found means to throw a 
reinforcement and ſupply of proviſiens into Cont ; 


and the heavy rains that fell at this period, not only 


retarded, but even diſpirited the beſiegers. Never- 
* N theleſs, 


7 000 nee ein 
theleſs, the Princes perſiſted. in their deſign, notwith- 


ſtanding a dearth of proviſions, and the approach of 
winter, till the latter end of November, when the, 


Chevalier de Soto entered the place with ſix hun- 
dred freſh men. This incident was no ſooner know 

than the Princes abandoned their enterprize; and 
leaving their ſick and wounded to the mercy. of the 
Piedmonteſe, marched back to Demont. Having 
diſmantled the fortifications: of this place, they re- 
treated with great precipitation to Dauphin, and 
were dreadfully hatraſſed by the Vaudois and light 
troops in the ſervice of his Sardinian Majeſty, who 


now 2 ſaw himſelf in poſſeſſion of Piedmont. 
rench troops were quartered. in Davphine; 


The 
but Don Philip ſtill maintained his footing in Savoy, 
the inhabitants of which he fleeced without mercy. 

$ XVII. After the action at Toulon, nothing of 
con{@uence. was atchieved by the Britiſh ſquadron 
in the Mediterranean; and indeed the naval power 


of Great- Britain was, during the ſummer, quite in- 
active. In the month of June, Commodore Anſon 
returned from his voyage of three years and nine 


months, in which he had ſurrounded the terraqueous 
globe. We have formerly obſerved, that be failed 


'. with a ſmall ſquadron to the South-Sea, in order to 


annoy the Spaniſh ſettlements of Chili and Peru. 
Two of his large ſhips having been ſeparated from 
him in a ſtorm before he weathered Cape-Horn, had 
put in at Rio de Janeiro, on the coaſt of Brafil, 

. whence they returned to Europe. A frigate 
commanded by Captain Cheap, was ſhipwrecked on 


a. deſolate iſland in the South-Sea. Mr. Anſon 


having undergone a dreadful tempeſt, which dif» 
perſed his fleet, arrived at the iſland of Juan Fernan- 
dez, where he was joined by the Glouceſter, a ſhip 


of the line, a ſloop, and a pink loaded with provi, 


ſions. Theſe were the remains of his ſquadron, 
He made prize of ſeveral veſicls; took and burned 
the little town of Paytaz ſer ſail ſrom the coaſt of 
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BOOK Mexico, for the Phillippine Iſles; and in this paſ- 
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ſage the Glouceſter was abandoned and ſunk : the 


” other veſſels had been deſtroyed for want of men to 


navigate them, ſo that nothing now remained but 
the Commodore's own ſbip, the Centurion, and that 
but very indifferently manned ; for the crews had 


heen horribly thinned by ſickneſs. Incredible were 


the hardſhips and miſery they ſuſtained from the ſhat- 
tered condition of the ſhips and the ſcorburick diſ- 
order, when they reached the plentiful iſland of Ti- 
nian, where they were ſupplied with the neceſſary 
refreſhments. Thence they proſecuted their voyage 
to the river of Canton in China, where the Commo- 


dore ordered the ſhip to be. ſheathed, and found 


means to procure a reinforcement of ſailors, The 
chief object of his attention was the rich annual ſhip 
that ſails between Acapulco in Mexico, and Manilla, 
one of the Phillippine Iſlands. In hopes of Mter- 
cepting her, he ſet ſail from Canton, and ſteered his 


- Courſe back to the ſtraits of Manilla, where ſhe ac- 


tually fell into his hands, after a ſhort but vigorous 
engagement. The prize was called Neuſtra Signora 
de Cabodonga, mounted with forty guns, manned 
with fix hundred failors, and loaded with treaſure 
and effects to the value of three hundred and thir- 
teen thouſand pounds ſterling : with this windfall, he 
returned to Canton, from whence he proceeded to 
the Cape of Good-Hope, and proſecuted his voyage 
to England, where he arrived in ſafety. Though 
this fortunate Commander enriched himſelf by an 


occurrence that may be termed almoſt accidental, 


the Britiſh nation was not indemnified for the ex- 
pence of the expedition ; and the original deſign was 
entirely defeated. Had the Manilla ſhip eſcaped the 
vigilance of the Engliſh Commodore, he might have 
been, at his return to England, laid aſide as a ſuper- 


annuated Captain, and died in obſcurity : but his, 


great wealth inveſted him with conſiderable influence, 
and added luſtre to his talents. He ſoon became 
9 | | the 
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the oracle which was conſulted in all naval delibera- HAF. 


tions; and the King raiſed him to the dignity of a VIII. 
pecrage. In July, Sir John Balchen, an Admiral of 


yy , 1744+ 
approved valour and great experience, ſailed from 
Spithead with a ſtrong ſquadron, in queſt of an op- 
portunity to attack the French fleet at Breſt, under 
the command of M. de Rochambault. In the bay - 
of Biſcay he was overtaken by a violent ſtorm, that 
diſperſed the ſhips, and drove them up the Engliſh 
channel. Admiral Stewart, with the greater part of 
them, arrived at Plymouth; but Sir John Balchen's 
own ſhip, the Victory, which was counted the moſt 
beautiful firſt-rate in the world, foundered at ſea; 
and this brave commander periſhed, with all his 
vofficers, voluntiers, and crew, amounting to eleven 
hundred choice ſeamen. On the fourth day of Oc- 
tober, after the ſiege of Friburg, and Marſhal Duke 
de Rglleifle, and his brother, happened, in their 
way @ Berlin, to halt at a village in the foreſt of 
Hartz, dependent on the electorate of Hanover. 
There they were apprehended by the bailiff of the 
place, and conducted as priſoners to Oſterode; from 
whence they were removed to Stade on the Elbe, 
where they embarked for England. They reſided at 
Windſor till the following year, when they were al- 
lowed the benefit of the cartel which had been eſta- 
bliſhed between Great-Britain and France at Franck- 
ſort, and releaſed accordingly, after they had been 
treated by the Britiſh nobility with that reſpect and 1 
hoſpitality which was due to their rank and merit“. 1 
XVIII. The diſſentions in the Britiſh. cabinet 
were now ripened into another revolution in the mi- 
niſtry. Lord Carteret, who was by this time Earl 
Granville in conſequence of his mother's death, ha 
engroſſed the royal favour ſo much, that the —_ 


Mr. Pope, the celebrated poet, died in the month of June. In | . 
1 the eld Ducheſs of 1 . her breath, in the IE 
eighty-fifth year of her age; immenſely rich, and very little regretted, 

either by her own family, or the world in general, 1 us 
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BOOK of 8. and his brother are ſaid to have taken 
. ymbrage at his influence and greatneſs. He had in- 
7744. Curred the reſentment of thoſe who were diſtin» 


iſhed by the appellation of Patriots, and entirely 
5 his popularity. The two brothers were very 
powerful by their parliamentary intereſt: they knew 
their own ſtrength, and engaged in a political al- 
liance with the leading men in the oppoſition, againſt 
the prime miniſter and his meaſures. This coalition 
was dignified with the epithet of The Broad Bot- 
© tom,” as if it had been eſtabliſhed on a true con- 
ſtitutional foundation, comprehending individuals of. 
every claſs, without diſtinction of party. The ap- 
pellation, however, which they aſſumed was after- 
wards converted into a term of deriſion. The Earl 
of Granville perceiving the gathering ſtorm, and 
ſeeing the impoſſibility of withſtanding ſuch an 
poſition in Parliament, wiſely avoided. the impend - 
ing danger and diſgrace, by a voluntary rell Nation 
| 5 employments. The Earl of Harrington ſuc- 
ceeded him as Secretary of State. The Duke of 
Bedford was appointed firſt Lord of the Admiralty, 
and the Earl of Cheſterficld declared Lord lieutenant 
of Ireland. The Lords Gower and Cobham were 
re-eſtabliſhed in the offices they had reſigned: Mr. 
Lyttelton was admitted as a Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury ; even Sir John Hynde Cotton accepted of 
a place at Court; and Sir John Philips fat at the 
Board of Trade and Plantations, though he ſoon re- 
nounced this employment. This was rather a change 
of men than of meaſures, and tutned out to the eaſe 
and advantage of the Sovereign ; for his views were 
no longer thwarted by an obſtinate oppoſition in Par- 
liament. The ſeſſion was opened on the twenty- 
eighth day of November, in the uſual manner. The 
Commons unanimouſly granted about fix millions 
and an half for the ſervice of the enſuing year, to be 
raiſed by the land, the malt, and the ſalt taxes, the 
Goking fund, and an additional duty on wipes.» In 


January, | 
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1 wary the Earl of Clieftetfield' ſet out for the c H AT. 
Hague, wich the character of Ambaffador extra- VIII. 
ordinary, to perſuade, if poſſible, the States-General "Ita 

to engage heartily in the war. About the fame time, 
à treaty of quadruple alliance was ſigned at Warſaw, 
by the Quęen of Hungary, the King of Poland, and 
_ the Maritime Powers. This was a mutual guarantee 
of the dominions belonging to the contracting par- 
ties: but his Poliſh Majeſty was paid for his con- 
currence, with an annual ſubſidy of one hundred and 
fifty thouſand: pounds, two thirds of which were de- 
frayed by England, and the remainder was diſburſed” | 
by the United/Provinces® 7 TT 
S XIX. The buſineſs of the Britiſh Parliament An. 2745. 
being diſcuſſed,” the ſeſñon was cloſed in the begin- 3 
ning of May; and, immediately after the prorogation, Boe 
the King ſer out for Hanover. The death of the 
Emperor Charles'VII. which happened in the month 
of Jahvary, had entirely changed the face of affairs 
in the Empire, and all the Princes of Germany were 
in commotion. The Grand Duke of Tuſcany, con- 
ſort to her Hungarian Majeſty, was immediarely 
declared a candidate for the Imperial Crown ; while 
his pretenſions were warmly oppoſed by the French 
King and his allies. The Court of Vienna, taking 
advantage of the late Empetyr's death, ſent an army 
to n Bavaria in the month of March, under 
the conduct of General Bathiani, who routed the 
French and Palatine troops at Pſiffenhoven ; tooks 
poſſeſſion of Rain; ſurrounded and diſarmed fix 
. thouſand Heſſians in the neighbourhood of Ingold- 
ſtade; and drove the Bavarian forces out of the 
electorate. The young Elector was obliged to aban- 


« 7 


Robert Earl of Orford, late Prime Miniſter, died in March, af- 
ter having for a very ſhort time enjoyed a penſion of four' thouſand 
8 granted by the Crown, in conſideration of his paſt ſervices, 
hough he had for ſuch a length of time directed the application of 
the publick treature, his circumſtances were not affluent + he was li- 
beral in his diſpoſition, and had ſuch a number of rapaciqus depen» 
 dents'to gratify, that little was left for his own private ocgations- 8 
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don his capital, and retire to Augſburgh, where he | 


found himſelf in danger of loſing all his dominions. 


8 In this emergency, he yielded to the earneſt ſolliei- 


rations of the Empreſs his mother, enforced by the 
advice of his uncle, the Elector of Cologn, and of 
his General, Count Seckendorff, who exhorted him 
to be reconciled to the Court of Vienna. A nego- 
ciation was immediately begun at Fueſſen, where, in 
April, the treaty, was concluded. - The Queen con- 
ſented to recognize. the Imperial dignity, as having 


been veſted in the perſon of his father ; to acknow-- 


ledge his mother as Empreſs Dowager 3 to reſtore. 


his dominions, with all the fortreſſes, artillery, ſtores, 


and ammunition; which ſhe had taken: on the other 


hand, he renounced. all claim to the ſocceſſion of 


her father, and became guarantee of the pragmatick 
ſanction: he. acknowledged the validity of the elec- 


toral vote of Bohemia in the perſon of the Queen ; 


and engaged to give his voice for the Grand Duke, 
at the enſuing election of à King of the Romans. 
Until that ſhould be determined, both parties agreed 
that Ingoldſtadt ſhould. be garriſoned by neutral 
troops; and that Braunau and Schardingen, with all 


the country lying between the Inn and the Saltza, 


ſhould, remain in the. Queen's poſſeſſion, though 
without. prejudice to the civil government, or the 
Elector's revenue. In the mean time he diſmiſſed; 
the auziliaries that were in his pay, and they were 


permitted to retire without moleſtation. ; 
XX. The Court of Vienna had now ſecured 
the votes of all the Electors, except thoſe of Bran- 
denburgh and the Palatinate. Nevertheleſs, France 
aſſembled a powerful army in the neigbbouthood of 
ranckfort, in order to influence the election. But 


the Auſtrian army, commanded by the Grand Duke 
in perſon, marched thither from the Danube; and 


the Prince of Conti was qbliged to repaſs the Rhine 


at Nordlingen. Then the Great Duke repaired to 


Franck fort, where, on the ſccond day of September, 


3% he 
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he was by a majority of voices declared King of the e HAV. 
Romans, and Emperor of Germany. Mean while VIII. 
the King of Pruſſia had made great progreſs in the 
conqueſt of Sileſia. The campaign began in Janua- 
ry, when the Hungarian inſurgents were obliged to | 
retire into Moravia, In the following month tge 
Pruſſian General Lehwald defeated a body of twelve 
thouſand” Auſtrians, commanded by General Helſ- 
rich ; the town of Ratibor was taken by aſſault; and 
the King entered Sileſia, in May, at the head of 
; ſeventy thouſand men. Prince Charles of Lorraine, 
| being joined by the Duke of Saxe-Weſfenfels and. 
twenty thouſand Saxons, penetrated into Sileſia by the 

| defiles of Landſhut; and were attacked by his 

| N 
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Pruſſian Majeſty in the plains of Striegan, near Fried- 
berg. The battle was maintained from morning 
till noon, when the Saxons giving way, Prince Charles 
was obliged to retire with the loſs of twelve thou- 
ſand men, and a great number of colours, ſtandards, 
and artillery. This victory, obtained on the fourth 
; day of June, complete as it was, did not prove deci- 
1 ſive ; for, though the victor transferred the ſeat of 
1 the war into Bohemia, and maintained his army by 
| | raiſing contributions in that country, the Auſtrians 
reſolved to hazard another engagement. Their aim 
As was to ſurprize him in his camp at Sohr, which they 
attacked on the thirtieth of September, at day - break: 
but they met with ſuch a warm reception, that not- 
withſtanding their repeated efforts during the ſpace 
of four hours, they were repulſed with conſiderable 
damage, and retrrated to Jaromire, leaving five thou- 
ſiand killed upon the ſpor, beſides two thouſand that 
were taken, with many ſtandards, and twenty pieces 
of cannon. The loſs of this battle was in a great 
meaſure-owing to the avarice of the irregulars, who 
having penetrated into the Pruſſian camp, began to 
pillage with great eagerheſs, giving the King an op- 
| portunity to rally his diſordered troops, and reſtore: 
| the battle : nevertheleſs, b. retired with the PR 
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poo K der of bis baggage; including his military cheſt, the 
2 officers of his chancery, his own ſectetarx, and all the. '> 
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pers of his cabinet. | 
XXI. Aſter this action his Pevfſian Majeſty * 


returned to Berlin, and breathed nothing but peace 


and moderation. In Auguſt he had ſigned a con- 
vention with the King of Great- Britain, who became 


guarantee of his poſſeſſions in Sileſia, as yielded by 


the treaty. of Breſlau; and he promiſed to vote for 


the Grand Duke , of' Tuſcany at the election of an 


Emperor, This was intended as the baſis of a more 

general: accommodation. But he now pretended to 
have received undoubted intelligence, that the King 
of Poland and the Queen of Hungary had agreed to 
invade Brandenburgh with three difference armies; * 


and that, for this purpoſe, his Poliſh Majeſty had de- 


manded of the Czarina the ſuccours ſtipulated: by 
treaty between the two Crowns. Alarmed, or ſeem- 
ingly alarmed, at this information, he ſollicited the 
Maritime Powers to. fulfil their engagements, and. 
interpoſe their good offices with the Court of Peterſ- 


burgh. Vet, far from waiting ſor the reſult of theſe 


remonſttances, he made a ſudden irruption iato Lu- 
ſatia, took poſſeſſion of Gorlitz, and obliged Prince 
Charles of Lorraine to retire before bim into Bo- 
hemia. Then he entered Leipſick, and laid Saxony 
under contribution. The King of Poland, unable 
to reſiſt the torrent, quitted his capital, and took 
refuge in Prague. His troops, reinforced: by à body 
of Auſtrians, were defeated at Pirna on the fifteenth 


day of December; and his. Pruſſian Majeſty: became: 
maſter of Dreſden without further oppoſition. The 


King of Poland, thus deprived: of his hetreditary 
dominions, was lain to acquieſce in ſuch terms as 
the conqueror thought proper to impoſe; and the 
treaty of Dreſden was concluded, under the media- 


tion of his Britannick Majeſty. By this convention 


the King of Pruſſia * all the contributions he 
had levied in Saxony z; * entitled to a million. 
4 of 
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of German crow, 16 be paid "by" bis Pom Ma- © HAS. 
jeſty at "the bent fair "of Leipfck. Tie dad the IHE, 
Elector Palatine conſented to ack howletbe the Grand ws 


Duke as Emperor of oy and this laſt Torr- 
firmed to his Pruffian "Majeſty certain privileges 
de non &vorande, which had been granted by the late 
Emperor, with regard to fone rerritories poſſeſſed 
by the King of Pruſſia, though not belonging to the 
electorate of Brandenborgh. Immechiateſy after the 
ratification of this treaty, the Pruſſian troops evacu- 
| = . and the peace of Germany was re- 
_ © \*XXI.” Thought the French King could not 
| 3 the elevation of the Grand Duke to the 
mperial throne, he reſolved to Humble the Houſe . 
of Auſtria, by making a conqueſt of the Nether- + 
lands. A prodigious army was there afſembled, 
under the auſpices of Mareſthal Count de Sage; 
and his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, with the Davphin, 
arriving in che camp, they inveſted the ſtrong town 
of Tournay on the thirtieth day of Aptil. The 
Dutch garriſon confiſted of eight thou and men, 
eommanded' by the old Baron Dorth, who made a 
vigorous defence. The Duke of Cumberland af- 
ſumed the chief command of the allied army affem- 
bled at Soignies : he was alfiſted with the advice of 
the Count Konigſeg, an Auſtrian General, and the 
Prince of Waldeck, commander of the Dutch forces. 
Their army was greatly- inferior in number to that 
of the enemy; nevertheleſs, they reſolved to march 
to the relief of Tournay. They accordingly advanced 
to Leuſe; and on the twenty- eighth day of April 
took poſt ar Mavlbre, in fight of the French army, 
which was encamped on an eminence, from the vil- 
lige of Antoine to a large wood beyond Veron, 
having Fontnenoy in their front. Next day was em- 
ployed by the allies in driving the enemy from oe 
outpoſts, and clearing the | defiles through whic 
they were obliged to — to the attack; while 
| | 3 the 
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the French completed their batteries, and made the 
moſt formidable} preparations for their reception. 


berland, having made the proper diſpoſitions, began 


— 8 the thirtieth day of April, the Duke of Cum- 


his march to the enemy at two o'clock in the morn- 
ing: a briſk cannonade [enſued ; and about nine 
both armies were engaged. The Britiſh. infant 
drove the French beyond their lines: but the left 
wing failing in the attack on the village of Fontenoy, 
and the cavalry forbearing to advance on the flanks, 
they meaſured back their ground with ſome diſor- 
der, from the prodigious fire of the French batte- 
ries. They rallied, however, and returning to the 
charge with redoubled ardour, repulſed the enemy 
to |S camp with great ſlaughter ; but, being 
wholly. unſupported by the other wing, and expoſed 
borh in front and flank to a dreadful fire, which did 
great execution, the Duke was obliged to make the 
neceſſary diſpoſitions for a retreat about three o'clock 
in the afternoon ; and this was effected intolerable 
order. The battle was fought with great obſtinaey, 
and the carnage on both ſides was very conſiderable. 
I be allies Joſt about twelve thouſand men, including 
a good number of officers; among theſe were Lieu- 
tenant-General Campbell,. and Major General Pon- 
ſonby. The victory colt the French almoſt, an equal 
number of lives; and no honour was loſt by the 
vanquiſhed, Had the allies given battle on the pre- 
ceding day, before the enemy had taken their. mea- 
ſures, and received all their reinforcements, they 
might have ſucceeded in their endeavouts to reliey 
Tournay. Although the attack was geverally judged | 
raſh and precipirate, the Britiſh. and Hanoveriag 
troops fought; with ſuch intrepidity and perſeverance, 
that if chey had been properly ſultained by the Dutch 
forces, and their flanks covered by the cavalry,. the 
French, in all likelihood, would have been obliged 
to abandon their eaterprize. The Duke of Cum- 
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un advantageous ſituation at Leffiies.?" The — 2 
Aon of Toufnay, though now deprived'of all hope 
ſuccour, maintained the place to the twenty- ws 
day of June, when the Governor obtained atr h 


nourable capitulation. After the cong 4 ons 


Frontier, which was diſmantled; the Doke o 
berland, apprehending the enemy had a deſign" upon 
Ghent, bent a detachment of foirr thoufand men to 
reinforce the garriſon of that eien dot they fell into 
an ambuſe ade at as -· du- ele; and were kifſed br 
taken, except a'few dragoons that Eſcaped to Oſtend: 

on that very night, which was the twelfth of June, 
Chent was ſurpriſed by àa detachment of the French 
army. I hen they inveſted Oſtend, which, $a a 
defended by an Engliſh garriſsn; and open to t 


Her - 


of. the victors ; ard retiring to Acth, eneamped Id 3 r. 


Mi 


! 


ſea, was, after a hort fiege, Hiirrendered by eapitu- 


lation on the fourteenth Joy: of RAuguſt. Deer. 
monde, Oudenarde, Newport, and Aetb, vnder- 
went the ſame fate; while the allied army lay en 
trenched beyond the canal of Antwerp. The Pronch 
King having ſubdued the gteateſt part of the A- 
ſtrian Netherlands, recurned: en which, be en- 
teted in triump . 2 " 


+25 XXIII. The camps ur Vealy was e 5 


tious to the Queen of Hungary and the King of Sar 
dinia. Count Gages paſſed the Apennines, and en- 
tered the State of Lucea: from thence he proceedes 
by the eaſtera coaſt of Genos to Leftride- Levante. 
Ide junction of the two atmies was thos scrom- 
pliſhed, and reinforced with ten thouſand Genoeſe : 
mean while Prinee Lobkowitz decamped from Mo- 


dena and took poſt at Parma: hut he 3 | 


ceeded by Count Schuylemberg, and ſent to 
mand the Auſtrians in Bohemia. The Spaniards 
entered the Milaneſe withove further ee 

Count Gages, with thirty thouſand men, took 
ſeſſion of Serravalle ; and advaneing rowards la- 


7 obliged the Auſtrians rv retire under the 
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; BOOK cannon of Tortona: but when: Don Philip, at the 


head of forty thouſand troops, made. himſelf maſter 


" of Acqui, the King of Sardinia and the (Auſtrian 


General, unable to ſtem the torrent, retreated; be- 


' bind the Tanaro. The ſtrong citade] of Tortona 
was taken by the Spaniards, who likewiſe reduced 


Parma and Placentia; and forcing.the paſſage of the 
Tanaro, compelled. his Sardinian - Majeſty to take 
ſhelter on tlie other fide. of the Po. Then Pavia 


_ was won r and the city of Milan ſubmit- 


ted to the Infant, though the Auſtrian garriſon ſtill 


maintained the citadel ; all Piedmont, on both ſides 


of the Po, as far as Turin, was reduced, and even 


that capital threatened with a ſiege : ſo that by the 


month of October the territories belonging to the 


HFouſe of Auſtria, in Italy, were! wholly ſubdued; 


| gagements, and deaf to a] 
__accommadation;; 4 {4 
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* 8 XXIV. The naval tranſactions of Great-Britain 


and the King of Sardinia ſtripped of all bis domi- 


nions : yet he continued firm and true to his en- 
| propoſals of a ſeparate 


T7 F053 


were in the courſe of this year remarkably ſpirited. 
In the Mediterranean, Admiral Rowley had ſuc- 
ceeded Matthews in the command t Savona, Genoa, 
Final, St. Remo, with Baſtia, the capital of Cor- 


ſiea, were bombarded; ſeveral Spaniſh ſhips were 


taken: but he could not prevent the ſafe arrival of 
their rich Havannah ſquadron-at Corunna. Com- 


ſexeral French ſhips, richly laden s and Commodore 


25 Barnet, in the Eaſt Indies, made prize of 
Townſhend, in the latitude of Martinico, took about 


thirty merchant ſhips belonging to the enemy, un- 


der convoy of four ſhips of war, two of which were 


deſtroyed. The Engliſh, pri vateers likewiſe met with 


uncommon fucceſs. But the moſt important 
atehievement was the conqueſt of Louiſbourg on 


the iſle of Cape · Breton, in North-America: a place 


of great conſequence, which the French had fortified 


zt a, prodigious expence. The ſcheme of reducing 


U 
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| this fortreſs was planned in Boſton, recommended 
by their general aſſembly, © and approved by his 


Majeſty, who ſent inſtructions to Commodore War- 1745. 


ren, ſtationed off the Leeward-INands, to fail for 
the northern parts of America, and co- operate with 

the forces of New England in this expedition. A 
body of ſix thouſand men was formed under the 
conduct of Mr. Pepperel, a trader of Piſcataquay, 
whoſe+ influence was extenſive in that country; 


though he was a man of little or no education, and 


hs 


CHAP, 


VIII. 


* 
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utterly-unacquainted with military operations. In 


April Mr. Warren arrived at Canſo with ten. ſhips 
of war; and the troops of New · England being em- 
barked in tranſports, failed immediately for the ifle 
of Cape - Breton, where they landed without oppofi 
tion The enemy abandoned their grand battery, 
which was detached from the town :” and the imme- 
Aiate ſeizure of it cont:ibuted in a good meaſure to 
the ſucceſs of the enrerprize. While the American 
troops, reinforced by eight hundred marines, carried 


on their approaches by land, the ſquadron blocked 


up the place by ſea in ſuch a manner, that no ſue- 
cours could be introduced. A French ſhip of the 
line, with ſome ſmaller veſſels deſtined for the relief 
of the garriſon, were intercepted and taken by the 
Bririſh cruizers; and, indeed, the reduction of 
Louiſbourg was chiefly owing to the vigilance and 
activity of Mr. Warren, one of the braveſt and beſt 
officers in the ſervice of England. The operations 

of the ſiege were wholly conducted by the engineers 
aud officers who commanded the Britiſn marines ; 
and the Americans, being ignorant of war, were con- 
tented to act under their directions. The town be- 

ing conſiderably damaged by the bombs and bullets 
of the beſiegers, and the garriſon deſpairing of re- 

lief, the Governor capitulated on the ſeventeenth 


day of June, when the city of Louiſbourg, and the 


iſte of ape · Breton, were ſurrendered to his Britan - 
c 
innen. g t 
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.the ſucceſs of his Majeſty's arms. The poſſeſſion 


Great · Britain tWwo millions ſterling for the manufac- 
tures yearly ſnhipped to the - plantations ; employ 
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Oo that they would not bear arms for twelve months 
: u. againſt Great Britain or her allies ; and being em- 
— barked-in fourteen cartel ſhips, were tranſported to 
745* Rochefort. In a) few days after the ſurrender of 


-Loviſbourg, two French Eaſt India ſhips, and ano- 
ther from Peru, laden with treaſure, ſailed into the 
harbour, on the ſuppoſition that it ſtill belonged to 
France, and were taken by the Engliſh ſquadron. 


S XXV. The news of this conqueſt being tranſ- 


mitted to England, Mr. Pepperel was preferred to 
the dignity of a Baronet of Great-Britain, and con- 
gratulatory addreſſes were preſented to the King on 


of Cape -· Breton was, doubtleſs, a valuable 'acqui- 
ſition to Great-Britain. It not only diſtteſſed the 
French in their fiſnery and navigation, but removed 
all fears of eneroachment and rivalſhip from the 
Engliſn ßiſhets on the banks of Newfoundland. It 
freed New-England from the terrors of a dangerous 
[neighbour ; ovet-awed the Indians of that country; 
and ſecured the poſſeſſion of Acadia to the cron of 
Great-Britaip. The plan of this conqueſt was ori- 
ginally laid by Mr. Auchmuty, judge- advocate of 


the coutt of Admiralty in New-England. He de- 


monſtrated, that the tedudꝭ ion of Cape · Breton would 
yu the Engliſh: in ſole poſſeſſion of the - fiſhery of 
North-America, which would annually return to 


many thouſand families that were otherwiſe unſer- 


viceable to the publick: increaſe the-ſhipping and 
mariners: extend navigation cut off all communi- 


cation between France and Canada by the river St. 
Laurence; ſo that Quebeck would fall of courſe 
into the hands of the Engliſn, who might expel the 


French entirely from America, open a correſpon- 
dence with the remote Indians, and render them- 


ſelves maſters of the profitable fur- trade, Which was 


now engroſſed by the enemy. The natives of New- 
0 | 'En 


England 
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England acquired great glory from the ' ſucceſs. of cn av. 
this enterprize. Britain, which had in ſome inſtances VI. 
behaved like a ſtepmother to her own colonies, wa 
now convinced of their importance; and treatet . 


- 


thoſe as brethren whom. ſhe had too long conſidered 
as aliens and rivals. Citcumſtanced as the nation 
is, the legiſlature; cannot too tenderly cheriſn the 
intereſts of the Britiſh plantations in America. They 
are inhabited by a brave, hardy, induſtrious peo» 
ple, animated with an active ſpirit of commerce; 
1nſpired with a noble zeal for. liberty and indepen- 
dence. The trade of Great · Britain, clogged with 
heavy taxes and impoſitions, has for ſome time lan- 
uiſhed. in many valuable branches. The French 
— underſold our cloths, and ſpoiled our markets 
in the Levant. Spain is no longer ſupplied as uſual 
with the commodities of England: the exports to 
Germany muſt be conſiderably. diminiſhed by the 
miſunderſtanding between Great Britain and the 
Houſe of Auſtria; conſequently, her greateſt. re- 
ſource muſt be in her communication with her own 
colonies, which conſume her manufactures, and 
make immenſe returns in ſugar, rum, tobacco, 
fiſh, timber, naval ſtores, iron, furs, drugs, rice, 
and indigo, The ſouthern plantations likewiſe pro- 
duce ſilk ; and with due encouragement might fur- 
'niſh, every thing that could be expected from the 
moſt, fertile ſoil and the happieſt climate. The con- 
tinent of North · America, if properly cultivated, will 
prove an ĩinexhauſtible fund of wealth and ſtrength to 
SBteat- Britain; and perhaps it may become the laſt 
aſylum of Britiſh liberty. When the nation is enſlaved 
by domeſtick deſpotiſm or foreign dotninion ; when 
her ſubſtance is waſted, her ſpirit broke, and the 
laws and conſtitution of England are no more; then 
thoſe colonies, ſeat off hy our fathers, may receive 
and entertain their ſons, ag hapleſs exiles, and 
ruined refugee. 
as $9105 965-24 3 yur a ir en. 
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i= oK XXI. White the continent of Europe und the | 
= 4 . ,ifles of America'were thus expoſed to the ravages vf | 
| 1766: Wir, and ſabjetted to ſuch viciſſitudes of fortune, | 
2 Great Britain underwent à dangerous tonvulfion in | 
her own bowels; The ſon of the Chevalier de St. 
George, fired with ambition, and animated with the 
hope of aſcending the throne of his anteſtots, re- 
ſolved to make un effort for that purpoſe, Which, 
though it might not be crowned with ſucteſs, ſhould 
at leaſt aſtoniſn all Chriſtendom. The Jacobites in 
England and Scotland had promiſed, chat if he would 
land in Britain at the head of à regular army, th 
would ſupply him with proviſions, carriages, a 
horſes, and a great number of them "declared "they 
would" take up arms, and join his ſtandard: but 
they diſapproved of his coming over without forces, 
us a dangerous enterprize, that would in all proba- 
 bilicy end in the roin of timfelf and all his a@herents. 
This advice, including an exact derail of his father's 
1ntereſt, with the diſpoſitions of his particular friends 
in every town and county, was tranſmitted ro Lon- 
don in January, in order to be forwarded ro Prince 
Charles: but the perſon with whom ir was entruſted 
could find no ſafe method of conveyance; ſo that 
he ſent it back to Scotland, from whence it was dif- 
Patched to France; but before it reached Paris, 
Charles had left that kingdom. Had the paper 
come to his hands in due time, pethaps he would 
not have embarked in the undertaking, though he 
1 | was ſtimulated to the attempt by many cotieutring 
'motives. Certain it is, he was cajoled by the ſan- 
guine miſtepreſentations of a few adventurers, whb 
hoped to profit by the expedition. They aſſured 
him, that the whole nation was diſaffected to the 
reigning family : that the people could no longer 
bear the immenſe load of taxes, which was daily in- 
"creaſing ;*and that the moſt conſiderable perſons of 
the kingdom would gladly ſeize the firft-opporrunity 
ef crowding to his ſtandard, On the other _—_ | 
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he knew the: Britiſn 


137 


had taken ſome CHAP. 


effectual ſteps. to alienate friends of his houfe Phe 6 
from the principles they had hicherto profeſſed. 


Some of them had accepted poſts and penſions: 


others were preſerred in the army; and the Parlia- 


1743 


ment were ſo attached to the reigning family, that 


he had nothing to hope from their deliberations. - He 
expected no material ſuccour from the court of 
France: he foreſaw that delay would diminiſh the 


number of his adherents in Great - Britain; and; 


therefore, reſolved to ſeize the preſent occaſion, which | 
in many reſpects was propitious to his deſign, With- - 


out doubt, had he been properly ſupported; he could 


not have found a more>. favourable opportunity of 


enciting an inte ſtine commotion in Great! Britain: 


ſor Scotland was quite unfarniſhed with troops 3 


King George was in Germany; the Duke of Cum- 

berland, at the head of the Britiſh" army, was em- 
ployed in Flanders, and great part of the High- 
landers were keen for inſurrection. Their natural 


prigciples were on this oceaſion ſtimulated by the be 


ſuggeſtions of revenge. At the beginning of che 


war, a regiment of thoſe people had been formed, 


and tranſported with the reſt of che Britiſh troops to 


Flanders. Before: they were embarked; a number 


of them deſerted with their arms, on pretence that 
they had been decoyed into the ſervice, by promiſes 


* 


and aſſurances that they ſhould never be ſent abroad 


and this was really the caſe. They were overtaken 


by a body of horſe, perſuaded to ſubmit, brought» = | 


beck to London pinioned like malefactors, and tried 
for deſertion. Three were ſhot to death in ferrorem; 
and the reſt were ſent in exile to the plantations. 


Thoſe vho ſuffered were perſons of ſome conſequence” 5 


in their on country; and their fate was deeply re- 


ſented / by the elans to which they belonged; It waa 


conſidered as a national outrage: and the High- 


landers, who are naturally vindictive, waited i imp 


ball for an 2 9p FRO, * vengeance. 
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* Book { XXVIL The young Pretender being furniſhed / 


with a ſum of money, and a ſupply of arms, on his 
private credit, without the knowledge of the French 
court, wrote letters to his friends in Scotland, ex- 
plaining his deſign and ſituation, intimating - the 
place where he intended to land, communicating & a 
private ſignal, and aſſuring them he ſhould be with 


them by the middle of June. Theſe precautions 


being taken, he embarked on board of a ſmall fri- 


gate at Port St. Nazaire, accompanied by the Mar- 


quis of Tullibardine, Sir Thomas Sheridan, Sir 
John Macdonald, with a few other Iriſh and Scot- 
tiſh adventurers ; and ſetting ſail on the fourteenth - 
of July, was joined off Belleiſle by the Eliſabeth, a 
French ſhip of war, mounted with ſixty-ſix guns, 
as his convoy“. Their deſign was to ſail round 
Ireland, and land in the weſtern part of Scotland; 
but falling in with the Lion, an Engliſh ſhip of the 
line, a very obſtinate and bloody action enſued. The 
Eliſabeth was ſo diſabled that ſhe could not proſe- 
cute the voyage, and with difficulty reached the har- 
bour of Breſt ; but the Lion was ſhatteted to ſuch a 
degree, that ſhe floated like a wreck upon the wa- 
ter. The diſaſter of the Eliſabeth was a great miſ- 
ſortune to the Adventurer, as by her being diſabled 
he loſt a great quantity of arms, and about one hun- 
dred able officers, who were embarked on board of 
her for the benefit of his expedition. Had this ſhip. 
arrived in Scotland, ſhe could eaſily have reduced. 
Fort- William, ſituated-in the midſt of the clans at- 


tached to the Stuart family. Such a conqueſt, by 


giving luſtre to the Prince's arms, would have allured 
many to his ſtandard, who were indifferent in point 
of principle; and encouraged à great number of 
Highlanders to join him, who were reſtricted by the 
apprehenſion, that their wives and families would 
£ 3 
rere 
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board of her fifty French young gentlemen embarked as volunteers. 


| oo FrDOoYfgo rift: i , 18 
be ſubject to inſults from the Engliſh garriſon of t . F. 
fortreſs. Prince Charles, in the frigate, continued his 
courſe to the weſtern iſles of Scotland. After a+ 1 © 
voyage of cightcen days he landed on a little iſland 
between Barra and South-Inſt, two of the Hebrides: 
then he reimbarked, and in a few days arrived at 
Borodale in Arnſacy, on the confines of Lochnan- 
nach, where he was in a little time joined by a con- 
ſiderable number of hardy mountaineers, under their 
reſpective chiefs or leaders. On the nintteenth day 
of Auguſt,, the Marquis of Tullibardine erected 
the Pretender's ſtandard at Glenſinnan. Some of 
thoſe, however, on whom Charles principally de- 
pended, now ſtood aloof, either fluctuating in their 
principles, aſtoniſhed. at the boldneſs of' the under- 
taking, or ſtartled at the remonſtrances of their 
| friends, who did not fail to repreſent, in aggravated 
colours, all the danger of embarking in ſuch a deſ- 
perare enterprize. Had the government acted with 
proper vigour when they received intelligence of his 
arrival, the Adventurer muſt-have been cruſhed in 
embrio, before any conſiderable number of his ad- 
herencs could have been brought together: but the 
Lords of the Regency ſeemed to ſlight the informa- 
tion, and even to ſuſpect the integrity of thoſe by 
whom it was conveyed. They were ſoon convinced 
of their miſtake. Prince Charles having aſſembled 
about twelve hundred men, encamped in the neigh - 
bourhood of Fort- William; and immediately hoſti- 
lities were commenced. A handful of Keppoch's 
clan, commanded by Major Donald Mac Donald, 
even before they joined the Pretender, attacked twWo 
companies of new-raiſed ſoldiers, who, with their 
officer, were diſarmed after an obſtinate diſpute: 
another Captain of the King's forces, falliag into 
their hands, was courteouſly diſmiſſed with one of 
the Precender's manifeſtos, and a paſſport for his 
perſonal ſafety. The adminiſtration was now effec- q 
tually alarmed. The Lords of the Regency iſſued 
1 | 2 pro- 
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* 0 0'Ru proclamation, offering a reward of thirty thouſand 
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unds to any perſon who ſhould apprehend the 
> Prince Adventure The ſame price was ſet upon 


the head of the Elector of Hanover, in a proclama- 
tion publiſhed: by the Pretender. A courier was 
22 to Holland, to haſten the return of his 
- Majeſty, who arrived in England about the latter 
= of Auguſt. A requiſition was made of the fix 
thouſand Dotch auxiliaries ; and ſeveral Britiſh regi- 
ments were recalled from the Netherlands. A loyal 
addreſs. was preſented to the King by the city of 
London; and the merchants of this metropolis re- 
{ſolved to raiſe two regiments at their own expence. 
Orders were iſſued to keep the trained-bands in 
readineſs; to array the militia of Weſtminſter; and 
inſtructions to the ſame effect were ſent to all the 
Lords-Lieutenants of the counties throughout the 
kingdom. The principal noblemen of the nation 
made a tender 57 their ſervices to their Sovereign; 
and ſome of them received commiſſions to levy 
ments towards the ſuppreſſion of the — 
dies of volunteers were incorporated in London, and 
many other places; aſſociations were formed, large 
contributions raiſed in different towns, counties, 
and communities; and a great number of eminent 
merchants in London agreed to ſupport the public 
credit, by receiving, as uſval, Bank notes in pay- 
ment, for the purpoſes of traſſick. The Proteſtant 
clergy of all denominations exerted themſelves with 
extraordinary ardour, in preaching againſt the reli - 
gion of Rome and the — and the friends 
of the government were encouraged, animated, and 
confirmed in their principles, by ſeveral ee N 
producyons publiſhed for the occaſion. | 
XXVII. Ia a word, the bulk of the nation 
ſeemed unanimouſly: beat upon oppoſing the enter- 
prize of the Pretender, who, nevertheleſs; had al- 
ready. made ſurpriſing progreſs. His arrival in Scot- 
yy no ſooner —— than Sir * 
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who- nay the troops in that 8 . 
aſſembled what force he could bring together, and, — 
advanced againſt the rebels. Underſtanding, how. 1745+ | 
ever, that they had taken poſſeſſion of a ſtrong paſs, 

he changed his rovte, and . proceeded. northwards 

as far as Inverneſs, leaving the capital and the ſouth- 

ern parts of North-Britain wholly expoſed to the 
incurſions. of the enemy, The Highlanders forth- 

with marched to Perth, where the Chevalier de St. 

George was proclaimed King of Great-Britain, and 

the publick money ſeized for his uſe : the ſame ſteps 

were taken at Dundee, and other places. Prince 
Charles was joined by the nobleman Who aſſumed 

the title of Fa of Perth, the Viſcount Strathal- 

Ian, Lord Nairn, Lord George Murray, and many 

perk erſons of diſtinction, with their followers. The 

A ol of Tullibardine, who had accompanied 

him from France, took, poſſeſſion of Athol, as heir 

of blood to the titles and eſtate which his younger 
brother en joyed in conſequence of his attainder; and 

met with ſome ſucceſs in arming the tenants for the 

ſupport of that cauſe which he avowed, The rebel 

army being conſiderably augmented, though very 

ill provided with arms, croſſed the Forth in the 
neighbourhood of Stirling, and advanced towards 
Edinburgh, where they were joined by Lord Elcho, 

ſon of the Earl of Wemys, and other perſons of ſome - 
diſtinction. On the ſixteenth. day of September 
Charles ſummoned. the town to ſurrender. The 
inhabitants were divided by faction, and diſttadted 

by fear ;- the place was not in a poſture of defence, 

and the magiltrates. would-not expole the people to 

the uncertain iſſue of an aſſault, Several deputa- 

tions were ſent from the town to the Pretender, in 

order to negociate terms of capitulation, In the 

mean time, one of the gates being opened for the | 
admiſſion of a coach, Cameron 5 Lochiel, one of N 


the moſt powerful of the Highland chiefs, ruſhed 


into the place with a party of his men, and ſecured 
Vol. III. M N 5 it 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


BOOK it without oppoſition, Next morning the whole 


rebel army entered, and their Prince took poſſeſſion 


> of the royal palace of Holyrood-houſe in the ſuburbs. 


Then he cauſed his father to be proclaimed at the 
market-croſs ; there alſo the manifeſto was read, in 
which the Chevalier de St. George declared his fon 
Charles, Regent of his dominions, promiſed to diſ- 
ſolve the Union, and redreſs the grievances of Scot- 
land. His being in poſſeſſion of the capital encou- 


raged his followers, and added reputation to his 


arms: but the treaſure belonging to the two banks 
of that kingdom had been previouſly conveyed into 
the caſtle, a ſtrong fortreſs, with a good garriſon, 


under the command of General Gueſt, an old officer 


of experience and capacity. 

XXIX. During theſe tranſactions, Sir John 
Cope marched back from Inverneſs to Aberdeen, 
where he embarked with his troops, and on the 
ſeventeenth day of September landed at Dunbar, 
about twenty miles to the eaſtward of Edinburgh. 


Here he was joined by two regiments of dragoons, 
which had retired with precipitation from the Sita] 


at the approach of the Highland army. With this 


_ reinforcement, his troops amounted to near three 


thouſand men; and he began his march to Edin- 
burgh, in order to give battle to the enemy. On 


the twentieth day of the month, he encamped in the 


neighbourhood of Preſton-pans, having the village 
of Tranent in his front, and the fea in his rear. 
Early next morning he was attacked by the young 
Pretender, at the head of about two thouſand four 
hundred Highlanders half-armed, who charged them 
ſword in hand with ſuch impetuoſity, that in leſs 
than ten minutes after the battle began, the King's 
troops were broken and totally routed. The dra- 


goons fled in the utmoſt confuſion at the firſt onſet ; 


the general officers having made ſome unſucceſsful 


efforts to rally them, thought proper to conſult their 


own fafety by an expeditious retreat towards Cold- 
; 5 ſtream 
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eam on the Tweed: All the infantry were either HAP. 
killed or taken; and the colours, artillery, tents nn, 
baggage; and military cheſt, fell into the hands of 7743. 


the victor, who returned in triumph to Edinburgh. 
Never was victory more complete, or obtained at a 
ſmaller expence; for not above fifty of the rebels loſt 
their lives in the engagement. Five hundred of the 
. King's troops. were killed on the field of hattle; and 
among theſe Colonel Gardiner, a gallant officer, who 
diſdained to ſave his life at the expence of his bo-—- 
nour; When abandoned by his own regiment of 


dragoons, he alighted from his horſe, joined the in- 


fantry, and fought on foot, until he fell covered with 
wounds, in fight of his own threſhold. - Prince 
Charles bore his good fortune with moderation. He 
prohibited all rejoicings for the victory he had ob- 
tained: the wounded ſoldiers were treated with 
humanity; and the officers were ſent into Fife and 
Angus, where they were left at liberty on their pa- 
role, which the greater part of them ſhamefully 
broke in the ſequel. From this victory the Pre- 
tender reaped manifold and important advantages. 
His followers were armed, his party encouraged, 
and his enemies intimidated, He was ſupplied with 
a train of field- artillery, and a conſiderable ſum of 
money, and ſaw himſelf poſſeſſed of all Scotland, 
except the fortreſſes, the reduction of which he could 
not pretend to undertake without proper imple- 
ments and engineers. After the battle he was joined 
by a ſmall detachment from the Highlands; and 
ſome chiefs, who had hitherto been on the reſerve, 
began to exert their influence in his favour. But 
he was not yet in a condition to take advantage of 
that conſternation which his late ſucceſs had dif- 
fuſed through the kingdom of England. . 
XXX. Charles continued to reſide in the palace 
of Holyrood-houſe *; and took meaſures for — 


| | M 2 off 
* While he reſided at Edinburgh, ſome of the Preſbyterian Clergy 
continued to preach in the churches of that city, and Ig 
; 44 | pray 
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B O EK off the communication between the caſtle and the 


city. General Gueſt declared that he would demo— 


— m the city, uvnleſs the blockade ſhould be raiſed,” 


$745 * 


ſo as that (proviſion might be carried into the caſtle. 
After having waited the return of an expreſs which 
he had found means to diſpatch to Court, he began 


to put his threats in execution, by firing upon the 


town. Some houſes were beaten down, and ſeveral 
perſons killed even at the market - croſs. The citi- 
zens, alarmed at this diſaſter, ſent a deputation to 
the Prince, entreating him to raiſe the blockade; 
and he complied with their requeſt. He levied a 
regiment in Edinburgh and the neighbourhood. He 


impoſed taxes; ſeized the merchandize that was de- 


poſited in the King's warchouſes at Leith, and other 
places; and compelled the city of Glaſgow to ac- 


commodate him with a large ſum, to be repaid when 


the peace of the kingdom ſhould be re- eſtabliſned. 
The number of his followers daily increaſed: and 
he received conſiderable ſupplies of money, artillery, 
and ammunition, by ſingle ſhips that arrived from 


France, where his intereſt ſeemed to riſe in propor- 


tian to the ſucceſs of his arms. The greater and 


richer part of Scotland was averſe to his family and 


pretenſions: but the people were unarmed and un- 
diſciplined, conſequently paſſive under his dominion. 
By this time, however, the: Prince-Pretender was 
joined by the Earl of Kilmarnock, the Lords Elcho, 
Balmerino, Ogilvy, Pitſligo; and the eldeſt ſon of 
Lord Lovat had begun to aſſemble his father's clan, 
in order to reinforce the Victor, whoſe army lay 
encamped at Duddingſton, in the neighbourhood of 
Edinburgh, Kilmarnock and Balmerino ary ng 
t wy 1 0 


prayed for King George, without ſuffering the leaſt pen or 
moleſtation. One miniſter in particular, of the name of Mac Vicar, 
being ſollicited by ſome Highlanders to pray for their Prince, pro- 
miſed to comply with their requeſt, and performed his promiſe in 
words to this effect: “ And as for the young Prince, who is come 


*© hither in queſt of an earthly crown t. 0 that he 
5 ſpeedily receive a crown of glory. » grant, O Lord, may 
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of en and deſperate fortune: Elcho ene CHAP. 
were ſons to the Earls of Wemys and Airly ; ſo that 3 ; 
their influence was far from being extenſive. Pitſligo 1 
was a nobleman of a very amiable character, as well 
as of great perſonal intereſt; and great dependence 
was placed upon the power and attachment of Lord - 
Lovat, who had entered into private engagements 
with the Chevalier de St. George, though he ſtill 
wore the maſk of loyalty to the government, and 
diſavowed the conduct of his ſon when he declared 
for the Pretender. This old nobleman is the fame 
Simon Fraſer whom we have had occaſion: to men- 
tion as a partiſan and emiſſary of the Court of St. 
Germain's, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and three. He had renounced: his connexions with 
that family; and, in the rebellion immediately after 
the acceſſion of King George I. approved himſelf a 
warm friend to the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. Since that 
period he had been induced, by diſguſt and ambi- 
tion, to change his principles again, and was, in ſe- 
cret, an enthuſiaſt in Jacobitiſm. He had greatly 
augmented his eſtate, and obtained a conſiderable 
intereſt in the Highlands, where, however, he was 
rather dreaded than beloved. He was bold, enter- 
priſing, vain, arbitrary, rapacious, eruel, and de- 
ceitful: but his character was chiefly marked by a 
ſpecies of low cunning and diſſimulation, which, 
however, overſhot his. purpoſe, and contributed to 
his own ruin. While Charles refided at Edinburgh, 
the Marquis. de Guilles arrived at Montroſe, as En- 
voy from the French King, with feveral officers, tome 
cannon, and a conſiderable quantity of ſmall arms for 
the uſe of that Adventurer“. 8. 
$ XXXI. While the young ie e | 
voured to improve the advantages he had ned, 


ER „ He follicited; and is faid tv have'obtained bf the Chotalies 25 0 
— the patent of a Duke, and a commiſſion for being I. " 
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BOOK the Miniſtry of Great-Britain took every poſſible 
HW. meaſure to retard his progreſs. Several powerful 
2745. Chiefs in the Highlands were attached to the go- 
vernment, and exerted themſelves in its defence; 
The Duke of Argyle began to arm his vaſſals; but 
not before he had obtained the ſanction of the Le- 
giſlature. Twelve hundred men were raifed by the 
Ea of Sutherland: the Lord Rae brought a conſi- 
derable number to the field: the Grants and Mon- 
roes appeared under their reſpective leaders for the 
ſervice of his Majeſty: Sir Alexander Macdonald 
declared for King George, and the Laird of Macleod 
ſent two thouſand hardy iſlanders from Skie, to 
ſtrengthen the ſame intereſt. Theſe gentlemen, 
though ſuppoſed to be otherwiſe affected. were go- 
verned and directed by the advice of Duncan Forbes, 
Preſident of the College of Juſtice at Edinburgh; 
a man of extenſive knowledge, agreeable manners, 
and unblemiſhed integrity. He procured commiſ- 
ſions for raiſing twenty independent companies, and 
fome of theſe he beſtowed upon individuals who 
were either attached by principle, or engaged by 
2 to the Pretender. He acted with inde- 
atigable zeal for the intereſt of the reigning family; 
and greatly injured an opulent fortune in their ſer- 
vice. He confirmed feveral Chiefs who began to 
waver in their principles: ſome he actually converted 
by the energy of his arguments, and brought over 
to the aſſiſtance of the government, which they had 
determined to oppoſe: others he perſuaded to re- 
main quiet, without taking any ſhare in the preſent 
troubles. Certain it is, this gentleman, by his in- 
duſtry and addreſs, prevented the inſurrect ion of ten 
thouſand Highlanders, who would otherwiſe have 
Joined the Pretender; and, therefore, he may be ſaid 
to have been one great cauſe of that Adventurer's 
miſearriage. The Earl of Loudon repaired to In- 
verneſs, where he completed his regiment of High- 
landers ; directed the conduct of the clans who -_ 
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taken arms in behalf of his Majeſty; and, by his U F 
vigilance, over - awed thediſaffected Chieſtains of that 
country, who had not yet openly engaged in the re- 
bellion, Immediately after the defeat of Cope, fix + 
thouſand Dutch troops“ arrived in England, and 
three battalions of guards, with ſeven regiments of 
infantry, were recalled from Flanders, for the de- 
fence of the kingdom. They forthwith began their 
march to the North, under the command of General 
Wade, who received orders to aſſemble an army, 
which proceeded to Newcaſtle, The Parliament 
meeting on the ſixteenth day of October, his Majeſty 
gave them to underſtand, that an unnatural rebel- 
lion had broke out in Scotland, towards the ſup- 
preſſion of which he craved their advice and aſ- 
ſiſtance. He found both Houſes cordial in their 
addreſſes, and zealous in their attachment to his 
perſon and government. The commons forthwith 
ſuſpended the Habeas Corpus act; and ſeveral per- 
ſons were apprehended on ſuſpicion of treaſonable 
practices. Immediately after the ſeſſion wa: opened, 
the Duke of Cumberland arrived from the Nether- 
lands, and was followed by another detachment of 
dragoons and infantry. The trained bands of Lon- 
don were reviewed by his Majeſty: the county regi- 
ments were completed; the volunteers, in different 
parts of the kingdom, employed themſelves induſ- 
triouſly in the exerciſe of arms; and the whole Eng- 
liſh nation ſeemed to riſe up as one man againſt this 
formidable invader. The government, being appre- 
henſive of a deſcent from France, appointed Admiral 
Vernon to command a ſquadron in the Downs, to 
obſerve the motions of the enemy by ſea, eſpecially 
in the harbours of Dunkirk and Boulogn ; and his 


They were compoſed of the forces who bad been in garriſon at 
Tournay and Dendermonde when thoſe places were taken, and en- 
gaged by capitulation, that they ſhould not perform any wilitary 
function before the firſt day of January in the year 1747; ſo they 
could not have ated in England without the infringement of a ſo- 
lemn treaty, an ene | . þ We EA 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 
BOOK cruiſers took ſeveral ſhips laden with ſoldiers, offi 


cers, and ammonition, detitied for the vie of 
the Pretender in Scotland. | 
$ XXX11: This e pee york; wiring meg | 
lected about five thouſand men. reſolved to make an 
irruption into England, which he accordingly entered 
by the Weſt Border on the ſixth day of November. 
Carliſle was inveſted,” and in leſs than three days ſur- 
rendered 1+ the keys were delivered to him at Bramp- 
ton, by the Mayor and Aldermen on their knees. 
Here he found a conſiderable quantity of arms: his 
father was proclaimed King of Great-Britain, and 
himſelf Regent, by the Magiſtrates in their forma- 
lities. General Wade being appriſed of his progreſs, 
decamped-from Newcaſtle,'and advanced acrofs the 
country as far as Hexham, though the fields were 
covered with ſnow, and the roads almoſt impaſſable, 
There he received intelligence that Carliſle was re- 
duced, and forthwith returned to his former (tation, 
In che! mean time, orders were iſſued for afſemblin 
another army in Staffordſhire, under the — 
of dir John Ligonier. Prince Charles, notwith- 
ſtanding this formidable oppoſition, determined to 
proceed. He had — aſſurances from France, 
that a conſiderable body of troops would be landed 


on the ſouthern coaſt of Britain, to make a diverſion 


in his favour; and he never doubted bur that he 
ſhouid he joincd by all the Engliſh maicontents, as 


ſoon as he could penetrate into the heart of the 


kingdom. Leaving a ſmall garriſon in the caſtle of 
Carliſle, he advanced to Penrith, marching on foot 
in the Highland garb, at the head of his forces; 
and continued his route through Lancaſter and Preſ- 
ton to Mancheſter, where, on the rwenty-ninth day 
of the month, he eſtabliſhed his head varters. 
There he was Joined by about two hundred Engliſh- 
men, who were formed into a (egUMENt, under the 
command of Colonel Townley.” The inhabitants 
fremed to receive him with marks of affection; Ih 
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his Arrival was celebrated Mw illuminations, and other CHAP, 
ublick rejoicings. His ſuppoſed intention was to 
Srofecors lis eh by 1 of Cheſter into 1545. 
Wales, where he hoped to find a great number of 
adherents: but all the oe over the river Merſey 
being broken down, he choſe the route to Stockport, 
and forded the river at the head of his diviſion, 
though the water roſe to his middle. He paſſed 
through Macclesfield and Congleton ; and on the 
fourth day of December entered rhe town of Derby, 
in which his army was quartered, and his father pro- 
claimed with great formality. He had now advanced 
within one hundred miles of the capital, which was 
filled with terror and confuſion, Wade lingered in 
Yorkſhire : the Duke of Cumberland had aſſumed 
the command of the other army aſſembled in the 
neighbourhood of Lichfield. He had marched from 
Stafford to Stone; ſo that rhe rebels, in turning off 
from Aſhborne to Derby, had gained a march be- 
tween him and London. Had Charles proceeded in 
his career with that expedition which he had hitherto 
uſed, he might have made himſelf maſter of the 
metropolis, where he would have been certainly 
Joined by a conſiderable number of his well-wiſhers, 
who waited impatiently for his approach: yer this 
exploit could. not have been atchieved without ha- 
zarding an engagement, and running the riſque of 
being encloſed within three armies, each greatly ſu- 
perior to his own in number and artillery. Orders 
were given 'for forming a camp on Finchley-com- 
mon, where the king reſolved to take the field in 
/ perſon, accompanied by the Earl of Stair, Field- 
mareſchal and Commander in Chief of the forces in 
South- Britain. Some Romiſh Prieſts were appre- 
hended: the militia of London and Middleſex were 
kept in readineſs to march: double watches were 
poſted at the city-gates, and ſignals of alarm ap- 
pointed. The volunteers of the city were incorpo- 
rated into a regiment: the practitioners of the law, _ 
„ a 5 " . . j 12 \ headed 
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BOOK headed by the Judges, the weavers of Spital-Fields, 


mor, and their clans ro be unruly : he ſaw himſelf 
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and other communities, engaged in aſſociations; and 
even the managers of the theatres offered to raiſe a 
body of their dependents for the ſervice of the go- 
vernment. Notwithſtanding theſe precautions and 
appearances of unanimity, the trading part of the 
city, and thoſe concerned in the money-corporations, 
were overwhelmed with fear and dejection. They 
repoſed very little confidence in the courage or diſ- 
cipline of their militia and volunteers: they had re- 
ceived intelligence that the French were employed 
in making preparations at Dunkirk and Calais for a 
deſcent upon England: they dreaded an inſurrection 
of the Roman Catholicks, and other friends of the 


HFouſe of Stuart; and they reflected that the High- 
landers, of whom by this time they had conceived 


a moſt terrible idea, were within four days march of 
the capital. Alarmed by theſe conſiderations, they 
prognoſticated their own ruin in the approaching 
revolution; and their countenances exhibited the 
e 0 marks of horror and deſpair. On the other 
and, the Jacobites were elevated to an inſolence of 
hope, which they were at no pains to conceal; while 
many people, who had no private property to loſe, 
and thought no change would be for the worſe, 
waited the iſſue of this criſis with the moſt calm in- 


difference. 


$ XXX11I. This ſtate of ſuſpence was of ſhort 
duration. The young Pretender found himſelf mi- 


ſerably diſappointed in his expectations. He had 


now advanced into the middle of the kingdom, and 


except a few that joined him at Mancheſter, not a 


ſou] appeared in his behalf: one would have ima- 


gined that all the Jacobites of England had been 


annihilated, The Welch took no ſtep to excite an 


inſurrection in his favour: the French made no at- 
tempt towards an invaſion: his Court was divided 


into factions: the Highland Chiefs began to mur- 


with 
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with a handful of men hemmed in between two con- CH Ar. 


ſiderable armies, in the middle of winter, and in a 


country diſaffected to his cauſe. He knew he could 
not proceed to the metropolis without hazarding a 


battle, and that a defeat would be attended with the 


inevitable deſtruction of himſelf and all his adhe- 
rents; and he had received information that his 
friends and officers had aſſembled a body of forces 
in the North, ſuperior in number to thoſe by whom 
he was attended. He called a council at Derby; 
and propoſed to advance towards London: the pro- 
poſal was ſupported by Lord Nairn with great vehe- 
mence; but, after violent diſputes, the majority de- 
termined that-they ſhould retreat to Scotland with all 

ſible expedition. Accordingly, they abandoned 
Derby on the ſixth day of December, early in the 
morning, and meaſured back the route by which 
they had advanced. On the ninth their vanguard 
araived at Mancheſter : on the twelfth they entered 
Preſton, - and continued their march northwards. 
The Duke of Cumberland, who was encamped at 
Meriden, when firſt appriſed of their retreat, de- 
tached the horſe and dragoons in purſuit of them; 
while General Wade began his march from Ferry- 
bridge into Lancaſhire, with a view of intercepting 
them in their route: but at Wakefield he under- 
ſtood that they had already reached Wigan: he, 
therefore, repaired to his old poſt at Newcaſtle, af- 
ter having detached General Oglethorpe, with his 
horſe and dragoons, to join thoſe who had been ſent 
off from the Duke's army They purſued with ſuch 
alacrity, that they overtook the rear of the rebels, 
with which they. ſkirmiſhed, in Lancaſhire. The 


militia of Cumberland and Weſtmorland were raiſed 


and armed by the Duke's order, to harraſs them in 
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their. march. The bridges were broken down, -the - 


roads damaged, and the beacons lighted to alarm 
the country. Nevertheleſs, they retreated regularly 
with their ſmall train of artillery. They were — 


| 
| | 
| 
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BQOK taken at the village of Clifron, in the neighbourhood 


of Penrith, by two regiments of dragoons. Theſe 


2 alighted, and lined the hedges, in order to harraſs 


part of the enemy's rear- guard, commanded by 
Lord John Murray; who, at the head of the Mac- 
herſons, attacked the dragoons ſword in hand, and 


Tepulſed them with ſome loſs. On the nineteenth 


day of the month, the Highland army reached Car- 


lille, where the majority of the Engliſh in the ſer- 


vice of the Pretender were left, at their own deſire; 
Charles, having reinforced the garriſon of the place, 
croſfed the rivers Eden and Solway into Scotland, 
having thus accompliſhed one of the moſt ſurpriſing 
retreats that ever was performed. But the moſt re- 
markable circumſtance of this expedition, was the 
moderation and regularity with which thoſe ferocious 
people conducted themſelves in a country abound- 
ing with plunder. No violence was offered; no out- 
rage committed; and they were effectually reſtrained 
from the exerciſe of rapine. Notwithſtanding the 
exceſſive cold, the hunger, and fatigue to which 
they muſt have been expoſed, they left behind no 
fick, and loſt a very few ſtragglers; but retired with 
deliberation, and carried off their cannon in the 
face of their enemy. The Duke of Cumberland 
inveſted Carliſle with his whole army on the twenty- 
firſt day of December, and on the thirtieth the 
garriſon ſurrendered on a ſort of capitulation made 
with the Duke of Richmond. The priſoners, amount- 


ing to about four hundred, were impriſoned in dif- 


ferent gaols in England, and the Duke returned ta 
London. | | * ; LS 


 \ XXXI1V. The Pretender proceeded by the way 


of Dumfries to Glaſgow, from which laſt city he 


exacted ſevere contributions, on account of its at- 
tachment to the government, for whoſe ſervice it 
had raiſed a regiment of nine hundred men; under 
the command of the Earl of Home. Having-con- 
tinued ſeveral days at Glaſgow, he advanced towards 
* . Sͤtirlipg, 


* 
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Stirling, and was joined by ſome forces which had en 
been aſſembled in his abſence; by Lords Lewis III. 


Gordon and! Johan Drummond. brothers to the 
Dukes of Gordon and Perth. This laſt nobleman” 
had arrived from France in November, with a 
ſmall reinforcement of French and Iriſh, 'and a 
commiſſion as General of theſe auxiliaries. He 
fixed his head · quarters at Perth, where he was re- 
inforced by the Earl of Cromartie, and other clans, 
to the number- of two thouſand; and he was ac- 
commodated with a ſmall train of artillery. They 
had found means to ſurprize a floop of war at Mon- 
troſe, with the guns of which they fortified that 
harbour. They had regeived a conſiderable ſum of 
money from Spain. They took poſſe ſſion of Dun- 
dee, Dumblaine, Downcaſtle, 'and laid Fife under 
contribution. The Earl of Loudon remained at 
Inverneſs, with about two thouſand Highlanders in 
the ſervice of his Majeſty; He convoyed provi- 
ſions to Fort-Auguſtus and Fort- William: he ſe- 
cured the perſon of Lord Lovat, who ſtill tempo- 
riſed, and at length this cunning veteran accom- 
liſhed his eſcape, The Laird of Macleod, and 
Mr. Monro of Culcaitn, being detached from In- 
verneſs towards Aberdeenſhire, were ſurprized and 
routed by Lord Lewis Gordon at Inverary; and that 
intereſt ſeemed to preponderate in the north of 


Scotland. Prince Charles being joined by Lord 


John Drummond, inveſted the caſtle of Stirling. 
in which General Blakeney commanded: but, his 
ople were ſo little uſed to enterprizes of this 
Lind, that they made wor n progreſs in their 
rations. 
$ XXXV. By this time, a coufldiecabla body of 
forces was aſſembled at Edinburgh, under the con- 
duct of General Hawley, who determined to relieve 
Stirling-caſtle, and advanced to Linlithgow on the 


thirteenth day of January: next day his whole army 
bn at ä while the rebels were can» 


toned 
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Book toned about Bannockburn. On the ſeventeenth ' 
4 * day of the month, they began their march in two 
145. Columns to attack the King's forces, and had 

forced the water of Carven, within three miles of 
| Hawley's camp, before he diſcovered their intention. 
Such was his obſtinacy, ' ſelf conceit, or contempt of 
the enemy, that he flighted the repeated 2 5 
he had received of their motions and deſign, firmly 
believing they durſt not hazard an engagement. At 
length, perceiving they had occupied the riſing 
ground to the ſouthward of Falkirk, he ordered his 
cavalry to advance, and drive them from the emi- 
nence; while his infantry formed, and were drawn up 
in order of battle. The Highlanders kept up their 
fire, and took aim ſo well, that the affatlants were 
broke by the firſt volley: they retreated with preci- 
pitation, and fell in amongſt the infantry, which were 
likewiſe diſcompoſed by the wind and rain beating 
with great violence in their faces, wetting their pow- 
der, and diſturbing their eye-fight. Some of the 
dragoons rallied, and advanced again to the charge, 
with part of the infantry which had not been en- 
aged: then the Pretender marched up at the head 
of his corps de reſerve, conſiſting of the regiment 
of Lord John Drummond, and the Iriſh piquets. 
Theſe reinforcing the Camerons and the Stuarts in 
the front line, immediately obliged the dragoons to 
give way a ſecond time; and they again diſordered 
the foot in their retreat. They ſer fire to their camp, 
and abandoned Falkirk with their baggage and train, 
which laſt had never reached the field of battle. 
The rebels followed their firſt blow, and great part 
of the royal army, after one irregular diſcharge, 
turned their backs, and fled in the utmoſt conſter- 
nation. In all probability few or none of them 
would have eſcaped, had not General Huſke, and 
Brigadier Cholmondeley, rallied part of ſome regi- 
ments, and made a gallant ſtand, which favoured 
the retreat of the reſt to Falkirk, from whence theß 
| EN retired 
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retired in confuſion to Edinburgh, leaving the field cu Rp. 


9 


of battle, with part of their tents and artillery, to, VIII. 


the rebels: but their loſs of men did not exceed 


three hundred, including Sir Robert Monro, Colonel 


Whitney, and ſome other officers of diſtinction. It 


Pas at this period, that the officers who had been 


taken at the battle of Preſton- pans, and conveyed to 
Angus and Fife, finding themſelves unguarded, broke 
their parole, and returned to Edinburgh, on pretence 


of their having been forcibly releaſed by the inhabi- 
tants of thoſe parts“. 3 4 


$ XXXVI. General Hawley, who had boaſted 
that, with two regiments of dragoons, he would drive 
the rebel army from one end of the kingdom to the 
other, incurred abundance of cenſure for the diſpoſi- 
tion he made, as well as for his conduct before and 


himſelf to the ſatisfaction of his ſovereign. Never- 
heleſs, it was judged neceſſary that the army in Scot- 
and mould be commanded by a General in whom 
the ſoldiers might have ſome confidence; and 'the 
Duke of Cumberland was choſen for this purpoſe. 
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after the action: but he ſound means to vindicate 


Over and above his being beloved by the army, it 


was ſuggeſted, that the appearance of a Prince of the 
Blood in Scotland might have a favourable effect 
upon the minds of people in that kingdom : he, 
therefore, began to prepare for his northern-expedi- 


tion. Mean while, the French miniſter at the Hague 
having repreſented to the States-General, that the 
auxiliaries which they had ſent into Great-Britain 
were part of the garriſons of Tournay and Dender- 


monde, and reſtricted by the capitulation from bear- 


ing arms againſt France for a certain term, the States 


thought proper to recall them, rather than come to 
an open rupture with his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. In 


tranſ- 


Sir Peter Halket, Captain Lucy Scott, Lieutenants Farquharſon 
and Cumming, with a few other genilemen, adhered punctually to 
their parole, and their conduct was approved by his Majeſty, 


the room of thoſe troops ſix thouſand Heſſians were 
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B OO R tranſported from Flanders to Leith, where they ar- 
n. rived in the beginning of February, under the com- 
| D mand of their Prince, Frederick of Heſſe, ſon - in- 
, law to his Britannick Majeſty. By this time the 
Duke of Cumberland had put hiqmſelf at the head of 
the troops in Edinburgh, conſiſting of fourteen bat- 
talions of infantry, two regiments of dragoons, and 
twelve hundred Highlanders from Argylelhire, under 
the command-of Colonel Campbell. On the laſt day, 
An. 1746-of January, his Royal Highneſs began his march to 
Linlithgow ; and the enemy who had renewed. the 
ſiege of Stirling-caſtle, not only abandoned that en- 
terprize, . but. croſſed the river Forth with precipita- 
tion. Their Prince found great difficulty in mains, 
taining. his forces, that part of the country being, 
quite exhauſted, He hoped to be reinforced in the 
Highlands, and to receive ſupplics of all kinds from 
France and Spain: he, therefore, retired by Badenoch 
towards Inverneſs, which, the Earl of Loudon aban- 
doned at his approach, The fort was ſurrendered to 
him almoſt without oppoſition, and here he fixed his 
head-quarters. His next exploit was the fiege of 
Fort-Auguſtus, which he in a little time reduced. 
The Duke of Cumberland having ſecured the im- 
portant poſts of Stirling and Perth, with the Hefſian 
batralions, advanced with the army to Aberdeen, 
where he was joined by the Duke of Gordon, the 
Earls of Aberdeen and Findlater, the Laird of Grant, 
and other perſons of diſtinction. . 
$XXXVII. While he remained in this place, re- 
_ freſhing his troops, and preparing magazines, a party 
of the rebels ſurprized a detachment of Kingſton's 
horſe, and about ſeventy Argylcſhire Highlanders, at 
Keith, who were either killed or taken. Several ad- 
vanced parties of that militia met with the ſame fate 
in ditferent places. Lord George Murray inveſted 
the caſtle of Blair, which was defended by Sir Andrew 
Agnew, until a body of Heſſians marched to its re- 
lief, and obliged the rebels to retire, The Prince- 
| Pretender 
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Pretender ordered all his forces to aſſemble, in order 1 Po 5 


to begin their march for Aberdeen, to attack the 


Duke of Cumberland: but, in conſequence of a re- 1746. 


monſtrance from the clans, who declined leaving 


their families at the mercy of the King's garriſon in 


Fort-William, he reſolved previouſly to reduce that 
fortreſs, the ſiege of which was undertaken by Briga- 
dier Stapleton, an engineer in the French ſervice: 


but the place was ſo vigorouſly maintained by Cap- 


SEND 


tain Scot, that in the beginning of April they thought 


proper to relinquiſh the enterprize. The Earl of 


Loudon had retired into Sutherland, and taken poſt 


at Dornoch, where his quarters were beat up by a 
ſtrong detachment of the rebels, commanded by the 
Duke of Perth: a major and fixty men were taken 


balanced by ſome advantages whick his Majeſty's 


arms obtained. The ſloop of war which the rebels 


had ſurprized at Montroſe was re-taken in Suther- 


land, with a conſiderable ſum of money, and a great 


1 of arms on board, which ſhe had brought 


rom France for the uſe of the Pretender. In the 


ſame county, the Earl of Cromartie fell into an am- 
buſcade, and was taken by the militia of Sutherland, 


who likewiſe defeated a body of the rebels at Gold- 


ſpie. This action happened on the very day which 
= open rendered famous by the victory obtained at 
ul en. ; ih 1 


priſoners; and the Earl was obliged to take ſhelter 
in the Iſle of Skye. Theſe little checks were counter. 
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CHAP. IX. 


8 1. The N are totally defeated at Culloden. . 8 " 


The Duke of Cumberland takes poſſeſſion of — 4 | 


and afterwards engamps at Fort - Auguſtus. © 5 III. 
The Prince-Pretender eſcapes to France. IV. 
. - Convulſion in the. miniſtry. & V. Liberality of the 
Commons. VI. Trial of the rebels. Kilmarnock, 

| Balmerino, Lovat, and Mr. Ratcliff, are beheaded 
on Tower-bill  $ VII. The States General alarmed 
2 the. progreſs of the French in. the Netherlands. 


$ VIII. Count Saxe ſubdues all Flanders, Brabant, 


| ; and Hainault. & IX. Reduces the ftrong fortreſs. of 


Namur, and -defeats the allied army at Raucoux. 


SX. The French and. Spaniards are compelled to 
. . abandon Piedmont and the Milaneſe. & XI. Don 
. Philip is worfled at  Codogno, and afterwards at 

Porto Freddo. & XII. The Auſtrians take poſſeſſion 
of Genoa. Count Brown penetrates into Provence. 


$. XIII. The Genog/e expel the Auſtrians | from their 


" bir. § XIV. n in the Eaſt Indies taten by 
. ©. the French. XV. Expedition to the coaſt of Bre- 
 .  Lagne, and attempt upon Port L. Orient. & XVI. 
Naval tranſattions in the Weſt Indies. Conferences 

al Breda. S XVII. Yaſs ſupplies granted by be 


Commons of. England. XVIII. Parliament diſ- 


*. Jolved.. *I. The. French and allies take the 


field in Flanders. XX. Prince of Orange elected 
Stadtholder, Captain- General, and Admiral of the 
United Provinces. & XXI. The confederates de- 
feated at Laffeldt. & XXII. Siege of Bergen-op- 
Zoon. & XXIII. The Auftrians undertake the fiege 
of Genoa, which, however, they abandon. 8 XXIV. | 
The Chevalier de Belleiſie flain in the attack of Exilles. 
S XXV. A French ſquadron defeated and taken by - 
the Admirals Anſon and arren. & XXVI. Ad- 

miral Hawke obtains another victory over the French 


42 ea, S XXVII. Other naval 'tranſaions.” 


XXV v8 


d ²⁰- A ⅛ ! U—Q⸗ 


. 1 o | Ta Tu CY 
Gef 10/216! £0 m7 


4 XXVII. Congreſs at Air la. Chapelle, | XXIX. 
+» Compliant temper of the new Parliament. Prelimi- 
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' maries figned, & XXX. Preparations for | the cams _._ . ; 


pa gn in the Netherlands. 8 XXXI. Siege of Maef- 
+ xricht. Ceſſation of arms. & XXXII. Tranſattions 


in the Eaſt and Weſt- Indies, & XXXIII. Conclu- 
—fien of the definitive treaty at Aix-la-Chapelle, 


* 


$1, 1 N- dhe beginning of April, the Dole ofen Ar. 


Cumberland began his march from Aber- IX. 
deen, and on the twelfth paſſed the deep and rapid et EO) 


river Spey, without oppoſition from the rebels, 
though a detachment of them appeared on the op- 


poſite ſide. Why they did not diſpute the paſſage 
is not eaſy to be conceived: but, indeed, from this 


inſtance of neglect, and their ſubſequent conduct, 
we may conclude they were under a total infatua- 


tion. His Royal Highneſs proceeded to Nairn; 


where he received intelligence, that the enemy had 


advanced from Inverneſs to Culloden, about the 
diſtance of nine miles from the royal army, with 


intention to give him battle. The deſign of Charles 
was to march in the night from Culloden, and ſur- 


prize the Duke's army at day- break: for this pur- 


poſe the Engliſn camp had been reconnoitred; and 


on the night of the fifteenth the Highland army be- 


gan to march in two columns. Their deſign was 
to ſurround the enemy, and attack them at once on 


all quarters : but the length of the columns embar- 
raſſed the march, ſo that the army was obliged to 
make many halts: the men had been under arms 
during the whole preceding night, were faint with 


hunger and fatigue, and many of them overpowered 
with ſleep. Some were unable to proceed; others 


dropped off unperceived in the dark; and the march 


was retarded in ſuch a manner, that it would have 
been impoſſible to reach the Duke's camp before 
ſun-riſe. The deſign being thus fruſtrated, the: * 
Prince - Pretender was with great reluctance prevailed 
A c N 2 | | upon. 
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po OK upon by his general officers to meaſure back his 


way to Culioden; at which place he had no ſooner 


dec, arrived, than great numbets of his followers diſ- 


ed in queſt of proviſion; and many, overcome 
with wearineſs and ſleep, threw themſelves down on 
the heath, and along the park walls. Their repoſe, 
however, was ſoon interrupted in a very diſagree- 
able manner. Their Prince receiving intelligence 
that his enemies were in full march to attack him, 
reſolved to hazard an engagement, and ordered his 
troops to be formed for that purpoſe, On the ſix- 
teenth day of April, the Duke of Cumberland ha- 
ving made the proper diſpoſitions, decamped from 
Nairn early in the morning, and after a march of 
nine miles perceived: the Highlanders drawn up in 
order of battle, to the number of four thouſand 
men, in thirteen diviſions, ſupplied with ſome pieces 
of artillery. The royal army, which was much 
more numerous, the Duke immediately formed into 
three lines, diſpoſed in excellent order: and about 
one o'clock inthe afternoon the cannonading began. 
The artillery of the rebels was ill ſerved, and did 
very little execution ; but that of the King's troops 
made dreadſul havock among the enemy. Impa- 
tient of this fire, their front-line advanced to the 
attack, and about five hundred of the clans charged 
the Duke's left wing with their uſual impetuoſity. 
One regiment was diſordered by the weight of this 
column; but two battalions advancing from the ſe - 
cond line, ſuſtained the firſt, and ſoon put a ſtop to 
their career, by a ſevere fire, that killed a great num- 
ber. At the ſame time, the dragoons under Haw- 
ley, and the Argyleſhire militia pulled down a park 
wall that covered their right flank, and the cavalry 
falling in among the rebels, ſword in hand, com- 
pleted their confuſion. The French picquets.on 
their left, covered the retreat of the Highlanders by 
a a cloſe and regular fire; and then retired to Inver- 
_ neſs, where they ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of 
LR 7 +4 War, 
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war. An entire body of the rebels marched off the H A. 


Pretender's ſtandard diſplayed ; the reſt were routed 
with great flaughter; and their Prince was with re- 
luctance prevailed upon to retire. In leſs than 
thirry minutes 'they were totally defeared, and the 
field covered with the flain. The road, as far as 
Inverneſs, was ftrewed with dead bodies; and a 
great number of people, who, from motives of cu- 


rioſity, bad come to ſee the battle, were ſacrificed 


to the undiftinguiſhing vengeance of the victors. 


field in order, with their pipes playing, and the K. 
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Twelve hundred rebels were flain or wounded on 


the field, and in the purſuit, The Earl of Kilmar- 
nock was taken; and in a few days Lord Balmerino 
ſurrendered to a country gentleman, at whoſe houſe 
he preſented himſelf for this purpoſe. The glory of 
the victory was ſullied by the barbarity of the ſoldiers. 
They had been provoked by their former diſgraces 
to the moſt ſavage thirſt of revenge. Not content- 
ed with the blood which was fo profuſely ſhed in the 


hear of action, they traverſed the field after the hat- 


tle, and maſſacred thoſe miſerable wretches who lay 
maimed and expiring: nay, ſome officers ated a 
part in this cruel ſcene of aſſaſſination, the triumph 
of low illiberal minds, uninſpired by ſentiment, un- 
tinctured by humanity. The vanquiſhed Adven- 
turer road off rhe field, accompanied by the Duke 


of Perth, Lord Elcho, and a few horſemen; he 


- croſſed the water of Nairn, and retired to the hovſe 


of a gentleman in Strutharrick, where he conferred 
with old Lord Lovat ; then he diſmiſſed his follow- 
ers, and wandered about, a wretched and ſolitary 
fugitive, among the iſles and mountains for the ſpace 
of five months, during which he underwent ſuch a 
ſeries of dangers, hardſhips, and miſery, as no other 


1 ever out-lived. Thus, in one ſhort hour, all 
is 


hope vaniſhed, and the rebellion was entirely 


extinguiſhed. One would almoſt imagine, the con- 
ductors of this deſperate enterprize had conſpired 
| | ä their 
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BOOK their own deſtruction, as they certainly neglected 


every ſtep that might have contributed to their 
ſafety or ſucceſs, They might have oppoſed the 
Duke of Cumberland at the paſſage of the Speyz 
they might, by proper conduct, have afterwards at- 
tacked his camp in the night, with a good proſpect 
of ſucceſs, As they were greatly inferior to him in 


number, and weakened with hunger and fatigue, 


/ 


they might have retired to the hills and faſtneſſes, 


where they would have found plenty of live cattle - 


for proviſion, recruited their regiments, and been 


| Joined by a ſtrong reinforcement, which was actually 
in full march to their aſſiſtance. © But they were 


diſtracted by difſentions and jealouſies: they obeyed . 


the dictates of deſpair, and-wilfully devoted them- 


ſelves to ruin and death. When the news of the 


battle arrived in England, the nation was tranſported 


with joy, and extolled the Duke of Cumberland as 
a hero and deliverer. - Both Houſes of Parliament 


congratulated his Majeſty on the auſpiciqus event, 


They decreed, in the moſt ſolemn manner, their 
publick thanks to his Royal Highneſs, which were 
tranſmitted to him by the Speakers; and the Com- 
mons, by bill, added five-and-twenty thouſand 
pounds per annum to his former revenue, 

- $ II. Immediately after the deciſive action at 
Culloden, the Duke took poſſeſſion of Inverneſs, 
where ſix · and · thirty deſerters, convicted by a court - 
martial, were ordered to be executed: then he de- 
tached ſeveral parties to ravage the country. One 
of theſe apprehended the Lady Mackintoſh, who 
was ſent priſoner to Inverneſs. They did not plun- 
der her houſe, but drove away her cattle, though 
her huſband was actually in the ſervice of govern- 
ment. The caſtle of Lord Lovat was deſtroyed. 
The French priſoners were ſeat to Carliſle and Fen- 
rith ; Kilmarnock, Balmerino, Cromartie, and his 
ſon the Lord Macleod, were conveyed by ſea to 
London; and thoſe of an inferior rank were confined 
ben 5 PN 3 { v4 EY in 
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10 different priſons: The Marquis of Taliban, P. 
together with a brother of the Earl of Dunmore, 


were ſeized, and tranſported to the Tower of Lon- 
don, to which the Earl of Traquaire had been com- 
mitted on ſuſpicion: in a few months after the bat- 


tle of Culloden, Murray, the Pretender's Secretary, 


was apprehended ; and the eldeſt ſon of Lord Lovat, 
having ſurrendered himſelf, was impriſoned in the 
caſtle of Edinburgh. In a word, all the gaols of 


Great-Britain, from the capital northwards, were 


filled with thoſe unfortunate captives; and great 
numbers of them were crouded together in the holds 


of ſhips, where they periſhed in the moſt deplorable 


manner, for-want of neceſſaries, air, and exerciſe, 


Some rebel chiefs eſcaped in two French frigates, 


which had arrived on the coaſt of Lochaber about 
the end of April, and engaged three veſſels belong» 
jag to his Britannick Majeſty, which they obliged 

to retire. ' Others embarked on board of a ſhip on 
the coaſt of Buchan; and were conveyed to Norway, 
From | thence they travelled. to Sweden, lu the 


month of May, the Duke of Cumberland advanced 


with the army into the Highlands, as far as Fort- 
Auguſtus, where he encamped ;. and ſent off detach- 
ments on all hands, to hunt down the fugitives, 
and lay waſte the country with fire and ſword. The 
caſtles of Glengary and Lochiel were plundered and 
burned : every houſe, hut, or habitation, met with 
the ſame fate, without diſtinction: all the cartle 


and proviſion were carried off: the men were either 


ſhot upon the mountains, like wild beaſts, or put to 
death in cold blood, wichour-form of trial: the wo- 
men, after having ſeen their huſbands and fathers 
murdered, were ſubjected to brucal violation, and 


then turned out naked, with their children, to ftarve 


on the barren heath. One whole family. was en- 
cloſed in a barn, and conſumed to aſhes. Thoſe 
-miniſters of vengeance were ſo alert in the execu- 
tion of their office, that in a few days there was 
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neither houſe, cottage, man, nor beaſt, to be ſeen 
in the compaſs of fifty miles: all was ruin, ſilence, 
and deſolation. | Ys: 1 
\ HI. The humane reader cannot reflect upon 
ſuch a ſcene without grief and horror: what then 
muſt have been the ſenſation of the fugitive Prince, 
when he beheld theſe ſpectacles of woe, the diſmal 
fruit of his ambition ? He was now ſurrounded by 


armed troops, that chaſed him from hill to dale, 


from rock to cavern, .and from ſhore to ſhore. 
Sometimes he lurked in caves and cottages, without 
attendants, or any other ſupport but that which the 
pooreſt peaſant could ſupply. . Sometimes he was 
rowed in filher-boats from iſle to iſle, among the 


Hebrides, and often in fight of his purſuers. For 


ſome days he appeared in woman's. attire, and even 
paſſed through the midſt of his enemies unknown. 
But, underſtanding his diſguiſe was diſcovered, he 


. aſſumed the habit of a travelling mountaineer, and 


wandered about among the woods and heaths, with 
a matted beard and ſqualid looks, expoſed to hun- 
ger, thirſt, aud wearineſs, and in continual danger 
of being apprehended. He was obliged to truſt his 
life to the fidelity of above fifty individuals, and 
many of theſe were in the loweſt paths of fortune. 
They knew that a price of thirty thouſand pounds 
was ſet upon his head; and that, by betraying him, 
they ſhould enjoy wealth and affluence: but they 


deteſted the thought of obtaining riches on ſuch in- 
famous terms, and miniſtered to his neceſſities, with 


the utmolt zeal and. fidelity, even at. the hazard of 
their own deſtruction. In the courſe of theſe pere- 


grinations, he was more than once hemmed in by 


his purſuers, in ſuch a manner as ſeemed to pre- 


clude all poſſibility of eſcaping: yet, he was never 
abandoned by his hope and tecollection: he till 


found ſome expedient that ſaved him from captivit 


and death; and through the whole courſe of his diſ- 
tc ſſes maintained the moſt amazing equanimity and 
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— humour. At length a privateer of St. Malo, CHAP. 
| hired by the young Sheridan and ſome other Iriſh IX. 


twentieth day of September, this unfortunate Prince. 
embarked in the habit which he wore for diſguiſe, 


adherents, arrived in Lochnannach; and on the 


1746. 


His eye was hollow, his viſage wan, and his conſti- 


tution greatly impaired by famine and'f&gigve. He 
was accompanied by Cameron of Lochiel, and his 
brother, with a few other exiles. They ſet ſail for 
France, and after having paſſed unſeen, by means 
of a thick fog, through a Britiſh ſquadron com- 
manded by Admiral Leſtock, and heen chaſed by 
two Engliſh ſhips of war, arrived in Rfety at Roſcan, 
near Morlaix, in Bretagne, Perhaps he would have 
found it ſtill more difficult to eſcape, had not the 


vigilance and eagerneſs of the government been re- 


laxed, in conſequence of a report, that he had al- 
ready fallen among ſome perſons that were ſlain by a 
volley from one of the Duke's detachments.  _ 
FSI. Having thus explained the riſe, progreſs, 


and extinction of the rebellion, it will be neceflary - 


to take a retroſpective view of the proceedings in 
Parliament. The neceſſary ſteps being taken for 
quieting the inteſtine commotions of the kingdom, 


the two Houſes began to convert their attention to 


the affairs of the continent. On the fourteenth d 


of January, the King repaired to the Houſe of Peers, 


and in a ſpeech from the throne gave his Parliament 
to underſtand, that the States-General had made 
preſſing inſtances for his aſſiſtance in the preſent 
conjuncture, when they were in ſuch danger of being 
oppreſſed by the power of Franc in the Nether- 
lands; thathe had promiſed to co-operate with them 
towards oppoſing the further progreſs of their ene- 
mies; and even concerted. meaſures for that pur- 
poſe. He declared it was with regret that he aſked 
any further aids of his people: he exhorted them 
to watch over the publick credit; and expreffed his 
entire dependence on their zeal and unanimity. He 
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uu. warmeſt terms of duty and affection: but the ſup- 
plies were retarded by new convulſions in the mini- 
ſtry. The Earl of Granville had made an effort to 
retrieve: his influence in the cabinet, and his Sbve- 
reign favoured his pretenſions. The two brothers, 


who knewſhis aſpiring genius, and dreaded his ſupe- 
rior talents,” refuſed to admit ſuch a colleague into 
the adminiſtration: they even reſolved to ſtrengthen 
their party, by introducing freſh auxiliaries into 
the offices of State. Some of theſe were perſonally 

* Majeſty, who accordingly re- 
jected the ſuit by which they were recommended. 
The Duke of Newceaſtle and his brother, with all 


their adherents, immediately reſigned their em- 


ployments. The Earl of Granville was appointed 
Secretary of State, and reſumed the reins of admi- 
niſtration: but, finding himſelf unequal to the ac- 
ay ws oppoſition that preponderated againſt 
foreſeeing that he ſhould not be able to ſecure 
Ebene in Parliament; and dreading the con- 
ſequences of that confuſion which his reſtoration 
had already produced, he, in three days, volunta- 
rily quitted aha helm ; and his Majeſty acquieſced i in 


the meaſures propoſed by the oppoſite party. The 
ſeals were re-delivered to the Duke of Newcaſtle 
and the Earl of Harrington: Mr. Pelham, and all 


the reſt who had reſigned, were reinſtated in their 


reſpective employments; and offices were conferred 


on ſeveral individuals who had never before been 


in the ſervice of the government. William Pitt, Eſq. 
was appointed Vice- Treaſurer of Ireland, and ſoon 
Promoted to the place of Paymaſter-General of the 


forces; at the ſame time the King declared him a 


Privy-Counſellor. This gentleman had been ori- 
ginally deſigned for the army, in which he actually 


bore a commiſſion; but fate reſerved him for a more 


important ſtation. In point of fortune he was bare- 
"_ qualified to be elected member of Parliament, 
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when ee a ſeat in the Houſe of Commons, eng v. vg 


where he ſoon outſhone all his compatriots,” He 
. diſplayed a ſurpriſing: extent and preciſion of politi- 


and ſuch power of elocution, as ſtruck his hearers 
with aſtoniſhment and admiration. It flaſhed like 


the lightening of heaven againſt the miniſters and 


ſons. of corruption, | blaſting where it ſmote, and 
withering the nerves: of oppoſition +» but his more 
ſubſtantial praiſe was founded upon his diſintereſted 
integrity, his incorruptible' heart, his unconquerable 
ſpicit of independence, and his inpariable attach- 
ment to the intereſt and liberty of his country. 


V. The quiet of che miniſtry being re. eſtabliſh- 


| ed, the Houſe of Commons provided for forty thou- 
ſand ſeamen, nearly the ſame number of land forces, 
| beſides fifteen regiments raiſed by the nobility, on 
account of the rebellion, and about twelve thouſand 
marines. - They ſettled funds for the maintenance of 
the Dutch and Heſſian troops that were in England, 

as well as for the ſubſidy to the Landgrave. They 
granted three hundred thouſand pounds to the King 


of Sardinia; four hundred thouſand pounds to the 


Queen of Hungary; three hundred and ten thou- 
ſand” pounds to defray the expence of eighteen 


_ thouſand Hanoverians ; about three-and-=thirty thou- 


ſand pounds in ſubſidies to the Electots of Mentz 
and Cologn ; and five hundred thouſand pounds in 
a vote of credit and confidence to his Majeſty. The 
whole charge of the current year amounted to ſeven 
millions two hundred and fifty thouſand pounds, 
which was raiſed by the land and Malt- taxes, annui- 
ties on the additional duties impoſed on glaſs, and 
ſpirituous liquors, a lottery, a deduction from the 
ſinking- fund, and Exchequer bills, chargeable. on 
the firſt aids that ſhould be granted in the dert ſeſ- 
ſion of Parliament. 
S VI. The rebellion being ee the ideen 
e to make examples of thoſe who had been 
concerned 


cal knowledge, an irreſiſtible energy of argument, 
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BOOK concerned in diſturbing the peace of their country. 
II. In June, an act of attainder was paſſed againſt the 
ge <a principal perſons who had embarked in that deſpe- 


rate undertaking ; and courts were opened in dife 
ferent parts of England, for the trial of the priſoners: 


Seventeen perſons who had borne arms in the rebel 
army were executed at Kennington Common. in 


the neighbourhood of London, and ſuffered with 
great conſtancy under the dreadful tortures which 
their ſentence preſcribed: nine were pur to death; 
in the ſame manner, at Carliſle; fix at Bru 

ſeven at Penrith, and eleven at York : of theſe a 
conſiderable number were gentlemen, and had ated 
as officers; about fifty had been executed as de- 
ſerters in different parts of Scotland: eighty-one 
ſuffered the pains of the law as traitors. A few 
obtained pardons, and a confiderable number were 
tranſported to the plantations. Bills of indictment 
for high · treaſon were found by the county of Surry 


againſt the Earls of Kilmarnock and Cromartie, and 


Lord Balmerino. Theſe noblemen were tried by 
their peers in Weſtminſter- hall, the Lord- Chance 
lor preſiding as Lord High- Steward for the occa- 
ſion. The two Earls confeſſed their crimes, and in 
pathetick ſpeeches recommended themſelves to his 
Majeſty's mercy. Lord Balmerino pleaded not 
guilty : he denied his having been at Carliſle at the 
time ſpecified in the indictment, but this excep- 
tion was over-ruled : then he moved a point of law 
in arreſt of judgment, and was allowed to be heard- 


by his counſel. They might have expatiated on the 


hardſhip of being tried by an ex poſt facto law, and 


claimed the privilege of trial in the county where 


the act of treaſon was ſaid to have been committed. 
The ſame hardſhip was impoſed upon all the impri- 
ſoned rebels: they were dragged in captivity to a 
ſtrange country, far from their friends and connec- 
tions, deſtitute of means to produce evidence in their 
favour, eyen if they had been innocent of the charge. 

| Balmerino 
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Balmerino waved this - plea, - and ſubmitted to the c n 


court, which pronounced ſentence of death 
him and his two aſſociates: - Cromartie's life: was 


month of Auguſt, on Tower-hill. Kilmarnock was 
a nobleman of fine - perſonal accompliſhments ; he 
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ſpared; but the other two were beheaded, in the 8 


had been educated in Revolution principles, and 
engaged in the rebellion, partly from the deſperate 


ſituation of his fortune, and partly from reſentment 


to the government, on his being deprived of a pen - 
ſion which he had for ſome time enjoyed. He was 


convinced of his having acted criminally, and died 
with marks of penitence and contrition.  Balmerino 
had been bred to arms, and ated upon principle: 
he was gallant, brave, rough, and reſolute ; he eyed 
the implements of death with the moſt careleſs fa. 
miliarity, and ſeemed to triumph in his ſufferings. 
In November, Mr. Ratcliff, the titular Earl of 
Derwentwater, who had been taken in a ſhip bound 
to Scotland, was arraigned on a former ſentence, 


pou againſt him in the year one thouſand ſeven. 


undred and ſixteen: he refuſed to acknowledge the 
authority of the court, and pleaded - that he was a 
ſubje& of France, honoured with a commiſſion in 
the ſervice of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. The 
identity of his perſon being proved, a rule was made 
for his execution; and on the eighth day of Decem« 
ber he ſuffered decapitation, -with the moſt perfect 


compoſure and ſerenity. Lord Lovat, now turned 


of fourſcore, was impeached by the Commons, and 
tried in Weſtminſter-hall before the Lord High- 


Steward. John Murray, Secretary to the Prince. 


Pretender, and ſome of his own domeſticks appear- 
ing againſt. him, he was convicted of high-treafon, 
and condemned. Notwithſtanding his age, infir- 
mities, and the recollection of his conſcience, which 


was ſuppoſed to be not altogether void of offence, 
he died like an old Roman, exclaimed, “ dulce et 


decorum pro patria mori.” He ſurveyed. the —_ 
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executioner, and laid his head upon the block with 
the utmoſt indifference. From this laſt ſcene of his 
life one would have concluded, that he had approved 
himſelf a patriot from his youth, we never wor 
_ from the paths of virtue. 

. VII. The flame of war on the continent did we 
expire at the election ofſun emperor, and the re. eſta- 
bliſpment of peace among the princes of the empire, 
On the contrary, it raged with double violence in 


conſequence of theſe events; for the force that was 


before divided being now united in one body, exer- 
ted itſelf with great vigour and rapidity. The States- 
General were overwhelmed with conſternation, 
Notwithſtanding the pains they had taken to avoid 


a war, and the condeſcenſion with which they had 


ſoothed and ſupplicated the French Monarch in re- 
peated embaſſies and memorials, they ſaw themſelves 
ſtripped of their barrier, and once more in danger of 


being overwhelmed by that ambitious nation. The 


city of Bruſſels had been reduced during the winter; 
ſo that the enemy were in poſſeſſion of all the Auſ- 
trian Netherlands, except a few fortreſſes. Great 
part of the forces belonging to the Republick were 


reſtricted from action by capitulations, to which 


they had ſubſcribed. The States were divided in 


their councils between the two factions which had 


long ſubſiſted. They trembled at the proſpect of ſee · 
ing Zealand invaded in the ſpring. Ihe Orange 
party loudly called for an augmentation of their 
forces by ſea and land, that they might proſecute. 
the war with vigour. The common people, fond 
of novelty, dazzled by the ſplendor of greatneſs, 
and fully perſuaded that nothing but a chief was 
wanting to their ſecurity, demanded the Prince of 
Orange as a Stadtholder ; and even mingled me- 
naces with their demands. The oppoſite faction 
dreaded alike the power of a Stadtholder; the neigh- 
nee of a French ny and the ſeditious diſ- 
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en of che populace. An ambaſſador was ſent e AS 
to London with repreſentations of the imminent 
Adangers which threatened tlie republick, and he was f 
ordered to ſollicit in the moſt preſſing terms the e. 
aſſiſtance of his Britannick Majeſty, that the allies 
might have a ſuperiority in the Netherlands by the 
beginning of the campaign. The King was very 
well diſpoſed to comply with their-requt ; but the 
rebellion in his kingdom, and the . 3 in his 
cabinet, had retarded the ſupplies, and embarraſſed 
him fo much, that he found it impoſſible to make 
thoſe early preparations that were neceſſary to check 
the career of the enemy 
$ VIII. The King of bee, with. his. mona, 
the Count de Saxe, took. the field in the latter end | 
of April, at the head of one hundred and twenty + 
thouſand men, and advanced towards the allies, who, 
to the number of four and-forty thouſand, were en- 
ttenched behind the Demer, under the conduct of 
the Auſtrian general. Bathiani, Wh retired before 
them, and took poſt in the.neighbourhood of Breda, 
the capital of Dutch Brabant. Mareſchal Saxe m- 
mediately inyeſted- Antwerp, which in a few days 
was ſurrendered. ,, Then he appeared before the 
ſtrong town of Mons in Hainault, with an irrefti- 
ble train of artillery, an immenſe quantity of bombs 
and warlike implements. Hie carried on his ap- 
proaches with ſuch unabating im . that, 
notwithſtanding a very vigorous defence, the garri- 
fon was obliged to capitulate on the twenty-ſeventk 
day of June, in about eight-and- twenty days after 
the place had been inveſted. Sieges were not now 
carried on by the tedious method of ſapping. The 
French King found it much more expeditious and 
effectual to bring into. the field a prodigious. train of 
battering cannon, and enormous mortars, that kept 
up ſuch a fire as no garriſon could ſuſtain, and diſ- 
charged ſuch an inceſſant hail of bombs and bullets, . 
as in a very little Hips a to ruins the Fi 
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BOOK with all its fortiflcations. St. Guiſlain and Char- 
I. jeroy met with the fate of Mons and Antwerp; ſo 
— that by the middle of July the French King was ab- 
ſolute maſter of - Flanders, Brabant and Hainault. 
SIX. Prince Charles of Lorraine had, by this time, 
aſſumed the command of the confederate army at 
Terheyde, which being reinforced by the Heſſian 
troops froth Scotland, ind a freſh body of Auſtrians 
under Count Palfi, amounted to eighty-ſeven thou- 
ſand men, including the Dutch forces commanded 
by the Prince of Waldeck. The generals, ſuppo- 
ſing the next ſtorm would fall upon Namur, 
marched towards that,place, and took poſt in an 
advantageous fituatio the eighteenth day of 
July, in fight of the French army, which was en- 
camped at Gemblours. Here they remained till 
the eighth day of Auguſt, when a detachment of the 
enemy, commanded by Count Lowendahl, took 
ſſeſon of Huy, where he found a large magazine 
longing to the confederates ; and their communi- 
cation with Maeſtricht was cut off, Mareſchal Saxe, 
on the other fide, took his meaſures ſo welk that 
they were utterly deprived of all ſubſiſtence. Then 
Prince Charles, retiring acroſs »the Maeſe, aban- 
doned Namur to the efforts of the enemy, by whom 
it was immediately inveſted. The trenches were 
opened on the ſecond day of September; and the 
_ garriſon, conſiſting of ſeven thouſand Auſtrians, de- 
ended themſelves with equal ſkill and reſolution : 
but the cannonading and - bombardment were fo 
terrible, that in a few days the place was converted 
into a heap of rubbiſh ; and on the twenty - third day 
of the month the French monarch took poſſeſſion 
of this ſtrong fortreſs, which had formerly ſuſtained 
ſuch dreadful attacks. Mean while the allied army 
encamped at Maeſtricht were joined by Sir John 
Ligonier, with ſome Britiſh and Bavarian batta- 
lions; and Prince Charles reſolved to give the 
enemy battle. With this view he paſſed the Macſe 
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on the thirteenth day of Septembet, and advanced e HAP. 


towards Mareſchal Saxe, whom he found ſo advan- IX. 


tageouſly poſted at Tongres, that he thought proper 
to march back to Maeſtricht. On the twenry-fixth 
day of September he croffed the Jaar in his retreat; 
and his rear was attacked by the enemy, who were 
repulſed. But Count Saxe being reinforced by 
body of troops, under the Count de Clermont, de- 
termined to bring the confederates to an engage» 
ment, On the thirteenth day' of the month he 
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paſſed the Jaar; while they took poſſeſſion of the 
villages of Liers, Warem, and Roucoux, drew up 


their forces in order of batthgy, and made preparations 
for giving him a warm reception. On the firſt day 
of October the enemy advanced in three columns; 
and a terrible cannonading began about noon, At 
two'o'clock Prince Waldeck on the left was charged 
with great fury; and after an obſtinate defence over- 
powered by numbers. The villages were attacked 
in columns, and as one brigade was repulſed another 
ſucceeded ; ſo that the allies were obliged to abandon 


theſe poſts,” and retreat towards Maeſtricht, with 


the loſs of five thouſand men, and thirty pieces of 
artillery, The victory, however, coſt the French 
general a much greater number; of lives; and was 
attended with no ſolid advantage. Sir John Ligo- 
nier, the Earls of Crawford“ and Rothes, Brigadier 
Vor. III. e 7 Douglas, 
This nobleman, ſo remarkable for bis ch and thirſt of 
glory, exhibited a very extraordinary inſtance of preſence of mind on 


the morning that preceded this battle. He and ſome volunteers, 
-accompanied by his aide du camp, and attended by two orderly dra- 


goons, had rode out before day to reconnoitre the ſituation of the 


enemy; and fell in upon one of their advanced guards. The ſerjeant 
Who commanded it immediately turned out his men, and their pieces 
were preſented when the Earl firſt perceived them. Without betr 

ing the leaſt mark of diſorder, he rode up to the ſerjeant, and aſſu- 
ming the character of a French General, tol4 him in that language, 
that there was no occaſion for ſuch ceremony, Then he aſked, if 
they had perceived any of the enemy's parties? and being anſwered 
in the negative, Very well (faid he) be upon your: guard; and if 


4 you mould be attacked, 1 will take care that you ſhall - be ſuf- b 
% tained,” So ſaying, be and his company retired, before the ſer» 
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BOOK Douglas, and other officers. of the Britiſh troops, 
I. giſtinguiſhed themſelves by their gallantry and con- 
4346, duct on this occaſion. This action terminated. the 
Campaign. The allies paſſing the Maeſe, took up 
their winter quarters in the Duchies of Limburgh 
and Luxembourg; while the French cantoned their 
troops in the places which they had newly con- 
queted .. 3 eee e 
SX. The campaign in Italy was altogether un- 
favourable to the French and Spaniards. The houſe of 
Auſtria being no longer preſſed on the ſide of Ger- 
many, was enabled to make the ſtronger efforts in 
this country; and the . ſubſidy encouraged the 
King of Sardinia to with redoubled vivacity. 
Mareſchal Maillebois occupied the greater part of 
Piedmont with about thirty thouſand men. Don 
Philip and the Count de Gages were at the head of 
A greatet number in the neighbourhood» of Milan; 
and the Duke of Modena, with eight thouſand, ſe- 
cured his on dominions. The King of Sardinia 
augmented his forces to ſix · and · thitty thouſand ; 
and the Auſtrian army, under the Prince of Lich- 
tenſtein, amounted to a much greater. number ; ſo 
that the enemy were reduced to the neceſſity of act- 
ing on the defenſive, and retired towards the 
5 Mantuan. In February, Baron Leutrum, the Pied; 
monte ſe general, inveſted and took the ſtrong for- 
tręſs of Alte. He afterwards relieved the citadel of 
Alexandria, which the Spaniards had blocked up in 
the winter, reduced Cafal, recovered: Valencia, and 
' "obliged Maillebois to retire ro the neighbourhood of 
.. K | | - ,, Genoa. 


jeant could recolle& himſelf from the ſurpriſe occaſioned by this un- 
expected addreſs. In all probability he was ſoon ſenſible of his miſ- 
take; for the incident was that very day publickly mentioned in the 
French army, The Prince of Tingray, an officer in the Auſtrian 
ſervice, having been taken priſoner in the battle that enſued, dined 
with Mareſchal Count Saxe, who diſmiſſed him on his parole, and 
deſtred he would charge himſelf with a facetious compliment to his 
old friend, the Earl of Crawford. He wiſhed his Lordſhip joy of 
being a French General, and ſaid he could not help being diſpleaſed 
With the ſerjeant, as he had not procured him the honouc of. his 
Lordſhip's company at dinner. 
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pitation to Placentia, where they were joined on the 


ka of June by the French forces under Maille- 


is. a 
« { Xl. Before this junction was effected, the Spa- 


niſn General, Pignatelli, had paſſed the river Po in 
the night with a ſtrong detachment, and beaten up 
the quarters of ſeven thouſand Auſtrians pofted at 
Codogno. Don he of finding himſelf at the head 


of two-and-fifty thouſand men by his junction with 


the French General, reſolved:to attack the Auſtrians 


in their camp at San. Lazaro, before they ſhould be 
reinforced by his Sardinian Majeſty. Accordingly, 
on the fourth day of June in the evening, he 
marched with equal ſilence and expedition, and en- 


tered the Auftrian trenches about eleven, when a 


deſperate battle enſued. The Auſtrians were pre- 


| pared for the attack, which they ſuſtained with 
great vigour till morning. Then they quitted their 
entrenchments, and charged the enemy in their turn 
with-ſuch fury, that after an obſtinate reſiſtance the 
combined army was broke, and retired with preci- 
© Pitation to Placentia, leaving on the field-fifteen 
thouſand men killed, wounded, and taken, together 
with ſixty colours, and ten pieces of artillery. In 


a few weeks the Auſtrians were joined by the Pied- 


monteſe: the King of Sardinia affumed the chief 
command; and Prince Lichtenſtein being indif- 
poſed, his place was ſopplied by the Marquis de 
Botta. Don Philip retired to the other fide of the 


Po, and extended his conqueſts in the open country 


council of war, in which it was determined that he 


ſhould paſs the river with a ſtrong body of troops, 
in order to ſtraiten the enemy on one ſide; while 
the Marquis de Botta ſnould march up the Tydone, 
to cut off their communication with Placentia. 

B | G They 


* 
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of the Milaneſe. The King of Sardinia called a 


Genoa, ' On the other fide, Don Philip'and Count © _ 
Gages, abandoned Milan, Pavia, and Parma, re- 
treating before the Auſtrians with the vtmoſt preci- 2746. 
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Boo x They forthwith quitted all the poſts they had oceu- 
ied between the Lambro, and Adda, reſolving to 
A the Po, and retreat to Tortona. Wich this 
745 view they threw, bridges of boats over that tiver, and 
began to paſs, on the ninth. day of Auguſt: in the 
evening. They were attacked at Rotto Freddo 
a detachment of Auſtrians, under General Serbetiapi, 
who maiatained the engagement till ten ia the morn- 
ing, When Botta atrived: the battle was renewed. 
with redoubled rage, and laſted till four in the aſter- 
noon, when the enemy tetired in great diſorder to 
| has poi with the loſs of eight thouſand, men, a 
ber of colours and ſtandards, and eighteen. 
pieces m_ cannon, This victory colt the Auſtrians. 
four thouſand men killed upon the ſpot, including 
the gallant General Bernclau. The viftors imme 
diately ſummoned Placentia to ſurrender; and the 
garriſon, conſiſting of nine thouſand men, were: 
made priſoners of War: Don Philip continued his 
retreat, 1 — of all his forces brought ſix- and · twenty 
thouſand only into the terri i of Genoa. 

4 Xi. The Piedmonteſe and Auſtrians rejoining, 
in the neighbourhood: of Pavia, advanced to Tor- 
tona, of which they took poſſeſſion without re- 

tance, while the enemy ſheltered themſelves under 

cannon of Genoa. They did not Jong continue. 
in this ſituation: for on the twenty · ſecond day of; 
Auguſt they were again in motion, and tetired into 
AA The court of Madrid imputing the bad 
ſucceſs of this campaign to the miſcondud, of Count 
. Gagey recalled t = General, and ſent the Mar- 
— de las Minas to reſume the command of hs : 
forces. In the mean time, the victorious confedes! 
rates. appeared before Genoa, on the fourth day of 
December: and the ſenate of that city thinking: it 
incapable of defence, ſubmitted to a very mornifys! 
ing.capitulation, by. which the gates were deliveted 
up. to the Auſtrians, together with all their ams, 
<a and eee * the city was, 8 0 
: ; Je e 
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jekted to che moſt cruel contributions. The Mar- en . 
— de Botta being left at Genoa with ſixteen thou- 
and men, the King of Sardinia reſolved to 1 the = 7 

Var, and purſor the French and Spaniards 
Provence: but; that monatch being ſeized with the 
ſmall-pox, t the conduct of this expedition was en- 
truſted 'to Count Brown, an Auſtria General of 
Iriſh extract, who had given repeated proofs of un- 
common valour and cy: He vas on this bc- 
caſion affiſted by Vice- Admiral Medley, who com- 
manded the Britiſh ſqvadron in the Mediterranean. 
The French forces had fortified the paſſes of the 
Var, under the conduct of the Mareſchal de Bel- 
leille, who thought proper to abandon his poſts at 
the approach of Count Brown; and this General, 

at the head of fifty thouſand men, paſſed the river, 
without 6ppoſition, on the ninth day of November. 

While he advanced as far as Draguignan, lay ing the 

- bþen country under contribution, Baron Roth, with 

four-and-rwenty battalions, inveſted Antibes, which 

was at the ſame tim bombatded'on the fide of the 
ſea by the Britiſh ſquadron. The trenches were 
opened on the twentieth day of September: but 

Belleifte having aſſembled a numerous army, fuperior 

to that of the confederates, and the Genoefe having 

expelled their Avſtrian gueſts, Count Brown aban- 

doned the enrerpriſe, and repiſfed the Var, not 
without ſome damage from the enemy. . 

I XIII. The court of Vienna, Abtei bis A2 | 
patromſed oppreſſion, exacted ſuch heavy con- 
tributions from the Gendeſe, and its directions 
were fo rigorouſiy pat id execution, that the 
ple were reduced to defpair; and reſolved to 

mike a laſt effort for the recovery of their RY 
and independence. Accordingly, they rook ar 
in fecret; ſeized ſeveral important poſts of che city ; 
ſurpriſed. ſome battalions bf the Avſtrians ; ſur- 

founded others, and cut them in pieces; and, in a 

werd, drove then” out with great laughter, The 


K 3 Marquis 
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Book Marquis de Botta acted with caution. and fpirit: 


II. 


——— 
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but being overpowered by numbers, and apprehen- 
five of the peaſants in the country, who were in 
arms, he retreated to the paſs of the Bochetta on 
the ſide of Lombatdy, where he ſecured himſelf in 
an advantageous ſituation, until he could receive re- 


inforcements. The loſs he had ſuſtained at Genoa 


did not hinder him from reducing Savona, a ſea- 
port town belonging to that Republick; and he af- 
terwards made himſelf maſter of Gavi. The Ge- 
noeſe, on the contrary, exerted themſelves with 
wonderful induſtry in fortifying their city, raiſing 
troops, and in tak ing other meaſures for. a vigorous 
defence, in caſe they ſhould again be inſulte. 
S XIV. The naval tranſactions of this year re- 
fected very little, honour on the Britiſh, nation, 
Commodore Peyton, who commanded fix ſhips of 


war in the Eaſt- Indies, ſhamefully declined a deci- 


ſive engagement with a French ſquadron of inferior 
force; and abandoned the important ſettlement of 
Madras. on the coaſt of Cord handel, which was 
taken without oppoſition in the monghivof Septem- 
ber by the French commodore, De Bourdonnais. 
Fort St. David, and the other Britiſh factories in 
India, would probably have ſhared the ſame fate, 
had not the enemy's naval force in that country been 
ſhattered and partly deſtroyed by a terrible tempeſt, 


No event of conſequence happened in America, 
though it was a ſcene that ſeemed to promiſe the 
greateſt ſucceſs to the arms of England. The re- 
duction of Cape-Breton had encouraged the miniſtry 


to project the conqueſt of Quebeck, the capital of 
Canada, ſituated upon the river of St. Laurence, 


_ _ Commiſſions were ſent. to the governors oſ the 


Britiſh colonies in North-America, empowering 
them to raiſe companies to join the armament from 
England; and eight thouſand troops were actually 


raiſed in conſequence of theſe directions; while a 


powerful. ſquadron and tranſports, having fix regi- 
ments on board, were prepared at Portſmouth = 
| this 
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by unaccountable delays, until the ſeaſon was 


judged too far advanced to riſque the great ſhips on —4 


the boiſterous coaſt of North-America. That th 
armament, however, might not be wholly uſeleſs to 
the nation, it was employed in making a deſcent 
upon the coaſt of Bretagne, on the ſuppoſition that 
Port L'Orient, the repoſitory of all the ftores and 
ſhips belonging to the French Eaſt-India company, 
might be ſurpriſed ; or, that this invaſion would 
alarm the enemy, - and, by making a diverfio 
facilitate the e Ee of the Auſtrian General 1 
Provence. va * 

SXV. The 60 6 force ended fi this reits 
conſiſted of ſixteen great ſhips, and eight frigates, 
beſides bomb-ketches and ſtore ſhips, commanded 
by Richard Leſtock, appointed Admiral of the blue 
diviſion, Six bartalions'of land tops, with a de: 
tachment of matroſſes and bombardiers, were em- 
barked in thirty traoſports, under the conduct of 
Lievtenant-GeneraBSinclair ; and the whole fleet ſet 
lmouihon the fourteenth day of Sep- 
| he twentieth the troops were landed 
in Quimpeffay-bay, at the diſtance of ten miles 
from Port. L' Orient. The militia, rein forced by 
ſome detachments from different regiments, were 
aſſembled to the number of two thouſand, and 
ſeemed reſolved ro oppoſe the diſembarkation: but, 
ſeeing the Britiſh troops determined to land at all 
events, they thought proper to retire. Next day 
General Sinclair advanced into the country, ſkir- 
miſbing with the enemy in his route; and arriving 
at the village of Plemure, within half a league from 
Port L'Orient, ſummoned that place to ſurrender, 
He was viſited by a deputation from the town, 
which offered to admit the Britiſh forces, on con- 
dition that they ſhould be reſtrained from pillaging 

the inhabitants, and touching the magazines ; and 
chat wy" ſhould pay a juſt price for their proviſions, | 

O4 Na 


ba pared for a vigorous deſence; an 
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K Theſe terms 9 rejected, the inhabitants pre- 
d the Engliſh Ge- 


1. neral reſolved to beſiege the place i in form, though 


had neither time, artillery,. nor forces ſufficient 
fur ſuch, an enterpriſe... This ſtrange reſolution was 
ou ing to the declaration of the engineers, ho pro- 
miſed to lay the. place in aſhes in the ſpace of four- 
and-twenty hours, All. his cannon amounted to no 
more than a few ficld-pieces ; and he was obliged to 
wait for two iron guns, which the ſailors dragged up 
from the ſhippiog. Had he given the aſſault on the 
firſt night after his arrival, when the town was filled 
with tetror and confuſion, and deſtitute of regular 
troops, in all probability it would have been cafily 
taken by ſcalade: but the reduction of it was ren- 
dered impracticable by his delay. The ramparts 
were mounted with cannon from the ſhips in the 
harbour: new wks were raiſed with great induſtry; 
the garriſon was reinforced by ſeveral. bodies. of te- 
ular troops; and great numbers were aſſembling | 
mn all parts; ſo that the 'Bricifh forces were in 
1 of being ſurrounded in an. egg 
otwithſtanding theſe diſcourageme they opened 
a ſmall battery againſt the town, .w TN was ſet on, 
fire in ſevetal places by their bombs and-. red-hot 
bullets: they likewiſe repulſed part of the garriſon 
which had made a ſally to deſtroy their works: but 
their cannon producing no effect upon the fortifica · 
tions, the fire from the town daily increaſing, the 
Engineers owning they could not perform their pro- 
miſe, and Admiral Leſtock declaring, in repeated 
meſſages, that he could no longer expoſe the ſhips 
on an open coaſt at ſuch a ſeaſon of the year, Gene- 
ral Sinclair abandoned the ſiege. Having cauſed 
the two iron pieces of cannon and the mortars to be 
Jpiked, he xetreated in good order to the ſea-ſide, 


where his troops were re-embarked, having fuſe , 


ained yery inconſiderable damage ſince their firſt 
zading: He expected e e from _ 
| i * and 
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arrival, in h of being able to annoy the enem 

— In the beginning of October 2 
fleet ſailed: to Quiberon- Bay, where they deſtroyed 
the Ardent, a French ſhip of war of ſixty- four guns; 
and a detachment of the forces being landed, took 
poſſeſſion of a ſort on the peninſula ; while the little 
iſlands of Houat and Heydic were reduced by the 
ſailors. In this ſituation the Admiral and General 
continued till the ſeventeenth day of the month, 
when the forts being diſmantled, and the troops re- 
embarked, the fleet ſailed: from the French coaſt: 
the Admiral returned to England, and the tranſports 
with the ſoldiers proceeded to Iceland, where they 
aalen, nee nen m7 brand 
33 8 XVI. This expedition, weak and frivolous as it 
may ſeem, was reſented by the French nation as one 
of the greateſt inſults they had ever ſuſtained; and 
demonſtrated the poſſibility of hurting France in cher 


tendereſt parts, oy means of an armament of thig. 


nature, well timed, and vigorouſſy conducted. In- 
deed, nothing could be more abſurd or precipitite 
than an attempt. to diſtreſs the enemy by landing a 
bandful of troops, without draft-horſes, tents, or 
artillery, from a fleet of ſhips lying on an open 
beach, expoſed to the uncertainty of weather in the 
moſt tempeſtuous ſeaſon of the year, ſo as to render 
the retreat and re-embarkation altogether precarious, 
The Britiſh ſquadrons in the Weſt - Indies performed 
no exploit of conſequence in the courſe of this year. 
The commerce was but indifferentiy protected. 
Commodore Lee, ſtationed off :Marrinico, allowed 
a French fleet of merchant · ſnips, and their convoy, 
to paſs by his ſquadron unmoleſted; and Commo- 


dore Mitchel behaved ſcandalouſly in a rencontre 
uith the French ſquadron, under the conduct of 


Monſieur de Conflans, who in his return to Europe 
took the Sebern, an Engliſh ſhip of fifty guns. The 


Ecuiſers on all fides, Engliſh, French, gnd Spaniards, 
>. 2 - 8 — &5 | ao . oY i 
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uud, and was reſalved-to wait a little longer for their c f r. 
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Bo. © © were, extremely alert; and though the Engliſh loft 
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the greater number of ſhips, this difference was more 
than overbalanced by the ſuperior value of the prizes 
taken from the enemy. In the courſe of this year 
two · and twenty Spaniſh privateers, and ſixty- ſix 
merchant. veſſels, including” ten | regiſter-ſhips, fell 
into the hands of the Britiſh cruiſers ++ from: the 
French they took ſeven ſhips of war, ninety pri- 
vateers, and about three hundred ſnips of com- 
merce. The new King of Spain“ being ſuppoſed 
well- affected to the Britiſh nation, an effort was made 


do detach him from the intereſts of France, by means 


of the Marquis de Tabernega, who had formerly 
been his ſavourite, and reſided many years as a re- 
fugee in England. This nobleman proceeded to 
Liſbon, where a negociation was ſet on foot with 
the Court of Madrid. But his efforts miſcarried; 
and the influence of the Queen · mother continued to 
predominate in the Spaniſh councils. The Stares- 
General had for ſome years endeavoured to promote 
a pacification by remonſtra nets, and even intreaties, 
at the Court of Verſailles: the French Hing at length 
diſcovered an inclination to peace, ai in September 
a congreſs was opened at Breda, the capital of Dutch 
Brabant, where the Plenipotentiaries Pi the Emperor, 


 Great-Britain, France, and Holland, were aſſembled: 


but the French were ſo infolent in their Ren 
that the conferences were ſoon interruptee. 
$ XVII. The Parliament of Grear- Britain meet- 
ing in November, the King exhorted them to con- 
cert with all poſſible expedition the proper meaſures 
for rn. the war with n that the Ro 
rate 
* In che month of July, Philip King of Spain ths: LI finty- 


third year of his age, was ſucceeded by his eldeft ſon Ferdinand, born 
of Maria-Louiſa abriela, ſiſter to the late King of Sardinia. He 


| - ag Donna Maria Magdalena, Infanta of Portugal, but had no 


e. Philip was but two days ſurvived by his daug By the Dau- 
phineſs of France. The ſame month was remarkable for the death - 
Chriſtiern VI. King of Denmark, ſucceeded by his fon Frederick 
who had married the Princeſs Loviſa, pong — to che 
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augmented: he, likewiſe, gave them to underſtand, _ . 
that the funds appropriated for the ſupport of his 76. 
civil government had for ſome years paſt fallen ſnort 
of the revenue intended and granted by Parliament; 
and ſaid he relied on their known affection to find 
out ſome method to make good this deficiency. As 
all thoſe who had conducted the oppoſition were now 
concerned in the adminiſtration, little or no objec- 
tion was made to any demand or propoſal of the 
eee and its miniſters. The Commons 
aving conſidered the eſtimates, voted forty thou- 
ſand ſeamen for the ſervice af the enſuing year, and 
about ſixty thouſand land- forces, including eleven 
thouſand five hundred marines. They granted four 
hundred and thirty-thtee thouſand pounds to the 
Ps han Queen of Hungary; three hundred thou- 
ſand pounds to the King of Sardinia ;- four hundred 
and ten thouſand pounds for the maintenance of 
eighteen thouſand Hanoverian auxiliaries; one hun- 
dred and ſixty- one thouſand fix hundred and ſeven 
pounds for fax thouſand Heſſians; ſubſidies to the 
Electors of Chlogn, Mentz, and Bavaria; and the 
ſum of five hundred thouſand pounds to enable his 
Majeſty to proſecute the war with advantage. In a 
word, the ſupplies amounted to nine millions four 
hundred twenty five thouſand two hundred and fifty- 
four pounds; a ſum almoſt incredible, if we conſi- 
der how the kingdom had been already drained of 
its treaſure, It was raiſed by the uſual taxes, re- 
inforced with new impoſitions on windows, carriages, 
and ſpirituous liquors, a lottery, and a loan from 
the ſinking-fond. The new taxes were mortgaged 
for four millions by transferrable annuities, at an in- 
tereſt of four, and a premium of ten per centum. 
By reflecting on theſe enormous grants, one would 
-. jmagine the miniſtry had been determined to impo- 
yeriſh the nation: but, from the eagerneſs and ex- 
pedition with which the people ſubſcribed for the 
4 85 55 ; money. 
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mercenaries. two Empreſſes, five German Princes, 
and a powerful Monarch, whom ſhe hired to aſſiſt 


bad it been employed in liquidating gradually the 


of glory and advantage: whereas this war had proved 


the naval expence of England had exceeded that o 
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kingdom were inexhauſtible. It may not be amiſs 
to obſerve, that the ſupplies of this year exceeded, 
dy two millions and a half, the greareſt annual ſur. 
that was 'raifed during the reign of Queen Anne, 
though ſhe maintained as great a number of troops 
as was now in the pay of Great-Britain, and her 
armies and fleets acquired every year freſh harveſts 


an almoſt uninterrupted ſeries of events big with 
difaſter and diſhonovr, During the laſt two year 
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France about five millions ſterling ; though her 
fieers had not obtained one fignal advantage over the 
enemy at ſea, nor been able to protect her commerce 
from their depredations. She was at once a prey to 
her declared adverſaries and profeſſed friends. Be- 
fore the end of ſummer, ſhe numbered among her 


her in trimming the balance of Europe, in which they 
themſelves were immediarely intereſted, and ſhe had 
no more than a ſecondary concern, Had theſe fruit 
leſs ſubſidies been ſaved ; had the national revenue 
been applied with œconomy to national purpoſes z 


E e TS 


blick ineumbrances ; in augmenting the navy, 
improving manufactures, encouraging and ſecuri 
the colonies, and extending trade and navigation; 
corruption would have become altogether unneceſ. 


Cary, and diſaffect ion would have vaniſhed: the 


ople would have been eaſed of their burthens, 
and ceaſed to complain: commerce would have 
flouriſhed; and produced ſuch affluence as muſt have 
raiſed Great-Britain to the higheſt pinnacle of mari- 
time power, above all rivalſhip or competition. She 


would have been dreaded by her enemies; revered © 


by her neighbours: oppreſſed nations wool have 
1 8 W her wings for * contending 
Potentates 
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3 would have appealed to her deeiſion an) or 


ſhe would have ſhone the univerſal arbitreſs of Eu- 
rope. How different is her pteſent ſitvatſon ! her 
debts are egormous, her taxes intolerable, her people 
diſcontented, and the ſinews of her government re- 
laxed. Without conduct, confidence, or concert, 


ſhe den Sage in blundering negociations: ſhe involves 


herſelf raſhly in foreign quattels, and laviſhes her 


ſubſtance with the moſt dangerous precipitation: 
ſhe is even deſerted by her wonted vigour, ſteadi- 
neſs, and intrepidity : ſhe grows vain, fantaſtical, 


and puſillanimous: her arms ate deſpiſed by her 


enemies; and her councils; ridiculed through ma 


Chriſtendom. | 


XVIII. The Kiog, in older »>-exhibic a abs 'D 
men of his defire ta diminiſh; the publick expence, 


ordered the third and fourth troops of his life-guards . 
to be diſbanded, and reduced three regiments of 
horſe to the quality of dragaons. The Houſe of 


Commons preſented an addrefs of thanks for this 
inſtance of ceconamy, by which the annual ſum of 


ſeventy thouſand pounds was ſaved to the nation 
NotwithRanding this ſeeming harmony between the 
King and the great council of the nation, his Ma- 
jeſty — with the advice of his council, to diſ- 


ſolve the preſent Parliament, though the term of 


3 years was not yet expired ſince its firſt meet 
The winiſtry affected to inſinuate, that the 


| —— were unwilling to concur. with his 


NMajeſty in vigorous meaſures againſt France, during 
the exiſtence of a Parliament which had undergone 
ſuch a viciſitude of complexion.  Fhe allies of 
Great-Britain, far from being ſuſpicious of this aſ- 
ſembly, which had ſupplied — ſo hberally, ſaw; 


with concern, that, according to law, it would oon 


be diſmiſſed; and they doubted whether another 
could be procured equally agreeable to their pur-. 
poſes. In order to remove this doubt, the miniſtry 
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' BOOK:.tion, before the malcontents ſhould be prepared ts 


I. 


oppoſe the friends of the | government, Accord- 


. ingiy, when the buſineſs of the ſeſſion was dif- 


2746, 


An. 1747. 


taking away the tenure of wardho 


patched, the King having given the Royal Aſſent to 
the ſeveral acts they had prepared, diſmiſſed them in 
the month of June, with an affect ionate ſpeech, that 
breathed nothing but tenderneſs and gratitude. The 
Parliament was immediately diſſolved. by proclama- 
tion, and new writs were iſſued for convoking an- 
other. Among the laws paſſed in this ſeſſion, was 
an act aboliſhing the heritable ener and 
dings in Scotland, 
which were reckoned among the principal ſources of 
thoſe rebellions that had been excited ſince the Re- 
volution. In the Highlands they certainly kept the 
common people in ſubjection to their chiefs, whom 
they implicitly followed and obeyed in all their un- 
dertakings. By this act theſe mountaineers were 
legally emancipated from ſlavery: but as the tenants 


enjoyed no leaſes, and were at all times liable to be 


ejected from their farms, they ſtill depended on the 
ſure of their lords, notwithſtanding this interpo- 

ſition of the legiſlature, which granted a valuable 
conſideration in money to every nobleman and petty 
baron, who was thus deprived of one part of his 
inheritance. The forfeited eſtates, indeed, were di- 
vided into ſmall farms, and let by the government 
on leaſes at an under value; fo that thoſe who had 
the good fortune to obtain ſuch leaſes taſted the 
ſweets of independence: but the Highlanders in ge- 
neral were left in their original indigence and inca- 
pacity, at the mercy of their ſuperiors. Had ma- 
nufactures and fiſheries been eſtabliſhed in different 
parts of their country, they would have ſeen and 
ſelt the happy conſequences of induſtry, and in a 
little time been effectually detached from all their 
mn pile 1 imors Sf ates 
XIX. The operations of the campaign had 
been concerted in the winter at the Hague, — 
N | the 
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their territories: They, therefore, determined ro 
take effectual meaſures againſt that reſtleſs and am- 
bitious neighbour.” Ie allied Powers agreed to 
aſſemble a vaſt army in the Netherlands; and it was 
reſolved that the Auſtrians and Piedmonteſe ſhould 


once more penetrate: into Provence. The Dutch 


patriots, however, were not rouſed into this exer- 
tion, until all their remonſtrances had failed at the 
Court of Verſailles; until they had been urged. by 


repeated: memorials of the Engliſh Ambaſſador, and 


ſtimulated by the immediate danger to which their 
country was expoſed: for France was by this time 
poſſeſſed of all the Auſtrian Netherlands, and ſeemed 
bent upon penetrating into the territories of the 
United Provinces. In February, the Duke of Cum- 
betland began to aſſemble the allied forces; and in 
the latter end of Match they took the field in three 
ſeparate bodies. His Royal Highneſs, with the Eng- 
liſh, Hanoverians, and Heſſians, fixed his heagd+ 


quarters at the village of Tilberg: the Prince of 


Waldeck was poſted with the Dutch troops at Breda; 
and Mareſchal Bathiani collected the Auſtrians and 
Bavarians in the neighbgurhood of Venlo. The 
whole army amounted * 2 hundred and twent 

thouſand men, who lay inactive fix weeks, . expo 

to the inclemency of the weather, and almoſt deſti- 
tute of forage and proviſion. Count Saxe, by this 
time created Mareſchal- general of France, continued 
his troops within their cantonments at Bruges, Ant- 


werp, and Bruſſels, declaring, that when the allied 
army ſhould be weakened by ſickneſs and mortality, 
he would convince the Duke of Cumberland, that 


the firſt duty of a General ĩs to provide for the health 
and prteſer vation of his troops. Ia April this fortu- 
nate Commander took the field, at the head of ane 
hundred and forty thouſand men; and the Count de 
won > Clermont 


2 


the Duke of Cu moe rland and the States-General-of c HAP. 
the United Pros, who were by this time gene- IX., 
rally convinced of France's deſign ro-encriyach upon a 
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battalions and thirty ſquadrons. unt Lowendahl 


was detached on the ſixteenth day of the month, 


with ſeven- and twenty thouſand men, to invade 


Dutch Flanders: at che ſame time, the French mi- 
niſter at the Hague preſeiisd a memorial. to the 


States, intimating, that his maſter was obliged to 
take this ſtep by the neceſſity of war ; but that his 


troops ſnould obſerve the ſtricteſt diſcipline, without 
interfering with the religion, government, or com- 
meree of the Republick: he likewiſe declared, that 
the countries and places of which he might be 
obliged to take poſſeſſion ſhould be detained no 


otherwiſe than as a pledge, to be reſtored as ſoon as 
the United Provinces ſhould 2 convincing proofs 
that they would no longer iſn the enemies of 
France with fuccours; 

XX. While the States deliberated upon this 


declaration, Count Lowendahl entered Dutch Bra- 


bant, and inveſted the town-and/- fortreſs of Sluys, 
the garriſon of which ſurrendered themſelves pri- 
ſoners of war on the nineteenth day of April. This 
was likewiſe the fate of Sas · van -· Ghent; While the 


Marquis de Contades, with another detachment, re - 


duced the forty Perle and Leif kenſhoek, with the 
town of Philippine, even, within hearing of the con- 
ſederate army. The fort of Sanberg was vi 
defended by two-Engliſh battalions : but they were 
overpowered, and obliged toretire'ro Welſthoorden; 
and Count Lowendahl undertook the ſiege of Hulfb, 


which was ſhamefully ſurrendered by La Roque, the 


Dutch 2 though he knew that a reinforce- 
ment of nine battalions was on the match to his re- 


lief. Then the French General took poſſeſſion of 


Axel and Terneuſe, and began to prepare flat -· bot 
tomed boats for a deſcent on the iſland of Zealand. 
The Dutch people were now ſtruck with conſterna- 


tion. They ſaw the enemy at their doors, and owed = 
Weir 5 as. to the Britiſh {yew 
I 5 ationed 


dy of nineteen 
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twenty-eighr day of April he was nominated Cap- 
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ſtationed at the Swin,. under the command of Com- HAP. 


** 


modore Mitchel“ who, by means of his floops, IX 
tenders, and ſmall craft, took ſuch meaſures as de- g- 


feated the intention of Lowendahl. The common 
people in Zealand being reduced to deſpair, began 
to clamour loudly-againf their governors, as if they 


had not taken the proper meaſures for their ſecurity, - 
The friends of the Prince of Orange did not neglect 
this opportunity of promoting his intereſt. , They 
encouraged their diſcontent, and exaggerated the 
danger: they reminded them of the year one thou- 
ſand (ix hundred and ſeventy-two, when the French 
King was at the gates of Amſterdam, and the Re- 
publick was fared by the choice of a Stadtholder: 
they exhorted them to turn their eyes on the deſcen- 
dant of thoſe heroes who had eſtabliſhed the liberty 
and independence of the United Provinces: they ex- 
tolled his virtue and ability; his generoſity, his juſ- 
tice, his unſhaken love to his country. The people 
in ſeveral towns, inflamed by ſuch repreſentations to 
tumult and ſedition, compelled their magiſtrates. to 
declare the Prince of Orange Stadtholder, He him- 
ſelf, in a letter to the States of Zealand, offered his 
ſervices for the defence of the province. On the 


tain general and Admiral of Zealand, Their ex- 

ample was followed by Rotterdam and the whole 
province of Holland; and on the ſecond day of May, 

the Prince of Orange was, in the aſſembly of the 
States-General, inveſted with the power and dignity 
of Stadtholder, Captain-general, and Admiral of 
the United Provinces. The vigorous conſequences. 
of this reſolution immediately appeared. All com- 
merce and contracts with the French were prohi- 
bited ; the peaſants were armed and exerciſed ; ares, 
ſolution paſſed for making a conſiderable augmenta- 
tion of the army: a council of war was eſtabliſhed 
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BOOK fore viring into the conduct of the governors who 
— Pa gire 4 the frontier places; and orders were 
r 


to inmence hoſtilities” againſt the French, 

both by ſes and land. 
XXI. Mean while, the Duke of Comtetiand 
took poſt with his whole my between the two 


Nethes, to cover Bergen · op Zoom and Maeſtricht; 


and Mareſchal Saxe called in his detachments, with 
a view to hazard a —— In — 4 
ter end of May, the French ing arrived at Bruſ 
ſels; and his General reſolved to undertake rr te oo 
of Maeſtricht. For this purpoſe he advanced towards 
Louvain; and the confederates perceiving his drift, 
began their march to take poſt between the town and 
ary 5 On the twentieth day of June, they 
ſſeſſion of their ground, and were dran up 
i 8 er of battle, with their right at Bilſen, and 
their left extending to Wirle, within à mile of 


Maeſtricht, having in the front of their left wing 


the village of Laffeldt, in which they poſted ſeveral 


battalions of Briciſh infantry; The French had taken 


poſſeſſion of the heights of Herdeeren, immediately 
above the allies ;' and both armies cannonaded 
other till the 8 In the morning, the enemy's. 
infantry marched down the hill, in à prodigious 
column, and attacked the village of Lafflde;/which 
was well fortified, and defended with amazing ohſti- 
nacy. The aſfailants ſuffered terribly an; their ap- 


proach, from the cannon of the confederates;;which 
was ſerved with ſurprifing dexterity and ſucceſs: ; anti 


they met with ſuch a warm reception from th Bri- 


tiſn muſquetry as they could not withſtand : hut, 
when they were broken and diſperſed, N brigades 


ſucceeded with aſtoniſhing he con- 


federates were driven out of the village: — 
ſuſtained by three regiments, they meaſured back 
their ground, and repulſed the enemy with great 
laughter. Nevertheleſs, Count Saxe continued pour- 
ing in other battalions, and the ** regained and 
main- 


* 
r 1 


r 0er 


been three times loſt and carried. The action was 


: - 


chiefly confined to this poſt; where the-field-exhibiced , 


a a horrible ſcene of carnage. At non the Duke of 
Cumberland ordered the whole left wing to advance 
againſt the enemy, whalſe infantry gave way: Prince 

Waldeck led up the centre: Mareſchal Bathiani 
made a motion with the right wing towards Her- 


deeren, and victory ſeemed ready to declare for the 


| | „ 
maintained their footing in the village, aſte it hade A?. 
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confederates, when the fortude of the day took a2 | 


ſudden turn to their prejudice; - Several ſquadrons 
of Dutch horſe, poſted in the centre, gave way, and 
flying at full gallop, overthtew ſive battalions of in- 
fantry that were advancing from the body of reſerve. 
The French cavalry charged them with great impe- 


tuoſity, inereaſing the confuſion that was already 


produced, and penetrating through the lines of the 
lied army, which was thus divided about the 


centre. The Duke of Cumberland, who exerted 
himmſelf with equal courage and activity in attempt- 
ing to remedy this diſorder, was in danger of being 
taken; and the defeat would in all probability have 
been total, had not Sir John Ligonier taken the re- 
ſolution of ſacrificing himſelf and a part of the troops 
to the ſafety of the army. At the head of three 
Britiſn regiments of dragoons, and ſome; ſquadrons 
of Imperial horſe, he charged the whole line of the 


French cavalry, with ſuch intrepidity and ſucceſs, 


that he overthrew all that oppoſed him, and made 
ſuch a diverſion as enabled the Duke of Cumberland 


to effect an orderly retreat to Maeſtricht. He him- 
ſelf was taken by a French carabineer, after his horſe 
had been killed: but the regiments he commanded 


-retired with deliberation. The confederates re- 


treated to Maeſtricht, without having ſuſtained much 
damage from the purſuit, and even brought off all 
l pieces of cannon,  . 


their artillery, except ſixteen 


Their loſs did not excted fix: thouſand men killed 
and taken; whereas Ms General er 
167% | 4 | t N 
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BOOK the victory at a much greater expence, The com- 
u. mon cauſe of the confederate powers is ſaid to have 
1707 · ſuffered from the pride and ignorance of their Ge- 
nerals. On the eve of the battle, When the detach- 
ment of the Count de Clermont appeared on the hill 
of Herdeeren, Mareſchal Bathiani aſked permiſſion 
of the Commander in Chief to attack them before 
they ſhould be reinforced, declaring he would an- 
ſwer for the ſucceſs of the enterprize. No regard 
was paid to this propoſal: bug the fuperior aſked in 
his turn, where the Mareſchal would be in caſe he 
ſhould be wanted? He replied, © I ſhall always be 
found at the head of my troops,“ and. retired in 
diſguſt. The ſubſequent diſpoſition has _ likewiſe 

been blamed, inaſmuch as not above one half of the 
ug could act, while the enemy exerted their whole 
force. VVV 
'$ XXII. The confederates paſſed the Maeſe, and 
encamped in the duchy of Limburg, FA as to cover 
Maeſtricht; while the French King remained with 
his army in the neighbovthood of Topgres. Ma- 
reſchal Saxe, having amuſed the allies with marches 
and counter. marches, at length detached Count 
Lowendahl with ſix- and - thirty thouſand men to be- 
ſiege Bergen · op· zoom, the ſtrongeſt fortification of 
Dutch Brabant, the favourite work of the famous 
engineer Coehorn, never conquered, and generally 
eſteemed invincible, It was ſecured with a garriſon 
of three thouſand men, and well provided with ar- 
tillery, ammunition, and magazines. The enemy 
appeared before it on the twelfth, day of July, and 
ſummoned the Governor to ſurrender. 'T he Prince 
of Saxe-Hildburghauſen was ſent to its relief, with 
twenty battalions and fourteen ſquadrons of the troops 
that could be moſt conveniently. aſſembled ; he 
entered the lines of Bergen-op-zoom, where he re- 
mained in expectation of a ſtrong reinfarcement from 
the confederate army; and the old Baron Cron- 
ſtrom, whom the Stadtholder had appointed Go- 
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vernor of Brabant, aſſumed the command of the HAF. 
garriſon. The beſiegers carried on their operations 
wich great vivacity ; and the troops in the town de- 1747. 


i 
derable body of traops was detached from the allied 
army, under the command of Baron Schwartzem- 


* 


1 


fended it with equal vigour. The eyes of all Europe 
were turned vpon this important ſiege: Count Low- 
endahl received divers reinforcements; and a conſi- 


berg, to co-operate with the Prince of Saxe Hild- 
burghauſtn. The French General loft à great num- 


— 5 1 9 e Lad LINES - © 3 "6 
"ber of men by the Cloſe and, continual fire of the 
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occaſionally relieved or reinforced from the lines. In 
% 
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beſieged; while he, in his turn, opened ſuch a num- 
ber of batteries,” and plied them ſo warmly, that the 
ende . ts give way. From the ſixteenth day 


of July to the fifteenth of September, the ſiege pro- 
duced an intermitting ſcene of horror and deſtruc- 


tion: deſperate ſallies wert made, and mines ſprung 


with the moſt dreadful effects: the works began to 
be ſhattered; the town was laid in aſhes; the trenches 


and ſmoke; nothing heard but one continued roar 
of bombs and cannon, Bur ftill the damage fell 
chiefly on the befiegers, who were ſlain in heaps; 
while the garriſon ſuffered very little, and could be 


4 word, it was generally believed that Count Low- 
endahl would be baffled in his endeavours; and by 
this belief the Governor of Bergen-op-zoom ſeems 
to have been lulled into a blind ſecurity, At length, 


ſome inconſiderable breaches were made in one rave- 


Un and two baſtions, and theſe the French General 


"reſolved to ſtorm, though Cronſtrom believed they 


were impracticable; and on that ſuppoſition pre- 


ſumed that the enemy would not attempt an aſſault. 
For this very reaſon Count Lowendahl reſolved to 


hazard the attack, before the preparations ſhould be 
made for his reception. He accordingly regulated 


his diſpoſitions, and at four o'clock in the morning, 


on the ſixteenth day of September, the ſignal was 


8 made 


were filled with carnage; nothing was ſeen but fire 
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1547. 


bombs being thrown into the ravelin, his troops 
threw themſelves into the foſſẽ, mounted the breaches, 
forced open a ſally- port, and entered the place, al- 
moſt without reſiſtance. In a word, they had time 


to extend themſelves along the curtains, and form 


in order of battle, before the garriſon could be 
aſſembled. Cronſtrom was aſleep, and the ſoldiers 


upon duty had been ſurprized by the ſuddenneſs and 


impetuoſity of the attack. Though the French had 


taken poſſeſſion of the ramparts, they did not gain 


the town without oppoſition. Two battalions of the 


| Scottiſh troops, in the pay of the States-General, 
were aſſembled in the market place, and attacked 
. them with ſuch fury, that they were driven from 


ſtreet to ſtreet, until freſh reinforcements arriving, 


compelled the Scots te retreat in their turn; yet 


they diſputed every inch of ground, and fought until 


two-thirds of them were killed upon the ſpot. Then 


they brought off the old Governor, abandoning the 


town to the enemy: the troops that were encamped 


'1n the lines retreating with great precipitation, all 


the forts in the neighbourhood immediately ſurren- 


Villafranca, and Ventimiglia} while GeneraÞ Brown, 


dered to the victors, who now became maſters of the 
whole navigation of the Schelde. The French King 
was no ſooner informed of Lowendahl's ſucceſs; than 
he promoted him to the rank of Mareſchal of France; 
appointed Count Saxe Governor of the conquered 


Netherlands; and returned in triumph to Verſailles. 
In a little time after this tranſaction, both armies 
were diſtributed into winter- quarters, and the Duke 


of Cumberland 'embarked for England . 
| $ XXI I. In 1 taly, | the Fren arms did not tri - 


umph with equal ſucceſs,” though tile Mareſchal de 
Belleiſle ſaw hicmſelf at the head of A por ful army 
in Provence. In April he paſſed the Var without 


oppoſition, and too poſſeſſion of Nice. He met 
with little ot o refiſtance- inoregueing! Montalban, 


with 
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-with . 6th twenty. thouſand . retired c 4 AP. 
towards Final and Savona. In the mean time, ano- 
ther large body, undet Count Schuylemberg, who 2 


had ſucceeded the Marquis de Botta, co: operated 
with fifteen thouſand Piedmonteſe in an attempt o 
recover the city of Genoa. The French King had 
ſent thither ſupplies, ſuccours, and engineers, with 
the Duke de Boufflers, as Ambaſſador to the repub- 
lick, who like wiſe acted as commander in chief of 
the forces. employed for its defence. | The Auſtrian 
- General aſſembled his troops.in the Milaneſe: ha- 
ving forced the paſſage of the Bochetta on the thir- 
teenth of January, he advanced into the territories 
of Genoa, and the Riviera was ravaged without 
metey. On the laſt day of Match he appeared 
before the city, at the head of forty thouſand men, 
and ſummoned the revolt to lay down their arms. 
The anſwer he receiyed wasy that the gpublick bad 
fifty - ſour thouſand men in arms, two hundred and 


ſixty cannon, thirty- out mortats. with abundance 


.of eee and NN that they would de- 
fend their liberty with their laſt blood, and be buried 
in the ruins of their capital, rather than ſubmit to the 
_ clemency of the court of Vienna, except by an ho- 
nourable capitulation, guaranteed by the Kings of 
Great-Britaio and-Sardioia, the republick of Venice 
and the United Provinces. Io the beginning of 


May, Genos was inveſted on all ſides ; a furious 


ſally was made by the Duke de Boufflers, who drove 
the beſiegers from. their poſts ; but the Auſtrians ral- 
Irie be: was fepulſed in his turn, with the loſs of 
ſeven hundred men. General Schuylemberg car- 
ried on his operations with ſuch {kill, vigour, and 
intrepidity, that he made himſelf maſter of the 
. ſuburbs of Biſagno.; and in all probability would 


have reduced the eity, had not he been obliged to 


Adiepſiſt, in conſequence of the repeated remopſtrances 
made by the King of Sardinia and Count Brown, 
; who repreſented the neceſſity of his abandoning bis 


P 4 enterprize 
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enterprize, and raging off his atmy, to cover Pied= 
82 rom the efforts of Mareſchal 
ae Belleiſlle. Accordingly, he raiſed the fiege on 


mont and Lombardy 


1747+ the tenth day of June, and returned into the Mila. 


neſe, in order to join his Sardinian Majeſty ; while 


the Genoeſe made an irruption into the Parmeſan 
and Placentin, where they committed terrible out- 
rages, in revenge for the miſchiefs they had under- 


gone. 


XXIV. While che Mareſchal de Belleiſle re- 
mained at Ventimiglia, his brother, at the head of 


four - and: thirty thouſand French and Spaniards, at- 


tempted to penetrate into Piedmont: on the ſixth 
day of July he arrived at the paſs of Exilles, a ſtrong 
fortreſs on the frontiers of Dauphin, ſituated on the 


north fide of the river Der The defence of this 


A. 
importantupeſt the Kii of Sardinia had committed 


to the carg ef the Count de Brigueras, who formed 
an encampment behind the lines, with fourteen bat- 
talions of Piedmonteſe and Auſtrians, while divers 


detachments were poſted along all the paſſes of the 
Alps. On the eighth day of the month the Pied. 


monteſe entrenchments were attacked by the Cheva- 


lier de Belleiſte, with incredible e wy but the 
columns were repulſed with great loſs in three ſuc- 


ceſſive attacks. Impatient of this obſtinate oppo- 


ſition, and determined not to ſurvive a miſcarriage, 
this impetuous General ſeized @ pair of colours, and 
advancing at the head bf his troops, through a pro- 


_ digious-fue, pitched them with his own hand on 


the enemy's-entrenchments... At that inſtant he fell 


dead, having received two muſquet balls and the 


thruſt of a bayonet in his body. The aſſailants 
were ſo much diſpitited by the death of their com- 
amander, that they forthwith gave way, and retreated 


with precipitation towards Seſtrieres, having loſt 


near five thouſand men in the attack. The Ma- 


reſchal was no ſaoner informed of his brother's mis- 


fortune, than he cetreared towards the Var, to PR 
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the troops from Exilles, while the King of Sardinia, A F. 


having aſſembled an army of ſeventy thouſand men, ix. 


threatened Dauphine with an invaſion ; but the ex- 
ceſſive rains prevented the execution of his deſign. 
General Leutrum was detached with twenty batta- 
lions to drive the French from Ventimiglia ; but, 
Belleiſle marching back, that ſcheme was likewiſe 
fruſtrated : and thus ended the campaign. 
S XXV. In this manner was the French King 
' baffled in his projects upon Italy; nor was he more 
fortunate in his naval operations. 5 had, in the 
receding year, equipped an expenſive armament, 
TP te See och Duke d' Anville, for the 


recovery of Cape-Breton ; but it was rendered in- 


effectual by ſtorms, diſtempers, and the death of 


174 


the commander. Not yet Hiſcovraged by theſe diſ- 


aſters, he reſolved to renew his efforts againſt the 
'Britiſh colonies in North-America, and their ſettle- 
ments in the Eaſt- Indies. For theſe purpoſes two 
ſquadrons were prepared at Breſt, one to be com- 
manded by the Commodore de la Jonquiere; and 
the other, deſtined for India, by Monſieur de St. 
George. The miniftry of Great-Britain, being ap- 
priſed of theſe meaſures, reſolved to intercept both 
ſquadrons, which were to ſet fail together. For this 
= {0008 Vice-Admiral Anfon 'and Rear-Admiral 

arren took their departure from Plymouth with a 
formidable fleet, and ſteered” their courſe to Cape 
Finiſterre on the coaſt of Gallicia. On the third day 
of May they fell in with the French ſquadrons, com- 
manded by La Jonquiere and St. George, conſiſting 
of ſix large ſhips of war, as many 55 tes, d 
four armed veſſels equipped by their Eaſt- India 
company, having under their convoy about thirty 
ſnips laden with merchandize. 'Thole' prepared for 
war immediately ſhorteged ſail, and forined a line 


of battle; while the reſt, under the protection of . 


che ſix frigates, ' proceeded: on their voyage with all 
the fail they could carry. The Britiſh * de 
W | llikewile 
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20 OX likewiſe drawn up in line of battle; but Mr. War- 


ren; perceiving, that the enemy began to ſheer off, 
now their convoy was at à conſiderable diſtance, ad- 
viſed Admiral Anſon to haul: in the ſignal for the 
line, and hoiſt: another for giving chaſe, andichga» 
ging, otherwiſe; the French would, in all prababi- 
lity, eſcape by favour of the night! The propoſal 
was embraced : and in a little time the engagetent 
began with great fury, about four d clock innthe 
afternobn. The enemy ſuſtained: the battle with 
equal conduct and valour, until they were ovet - 
wered by numbers, and then they ſtruck their co» 
outs. The Admiral detached three ſhips ãn purſuit 
of the convoy, nine ſail of which were taken ; hut 
the reſt were ſaved by the intervening; darkneſs. 


About ſeven hundted of the French were killed ant 


wounded in this ation,” The Engliſh loſt about 
five hundred and among theſe, Captain Grenville, 
gommander of the ſhip Defiance. He vas nephew. 
To the Lord Viſcount Cobham; a youth of the moſt 
amiable character and promiſing genius, animated 
with the nobleſt ſentiments of honour and patriotiſm. 
"Eager in the purſuit of glory, „enen into the 
midſt of the battle, where both his legs were cut off 
by a cannon- ball. He ſubmitted to his fate with 
the moſt heroick reſignation, and died univerſal 
lamented and beloved. The ſucceſs of the Briti 
arms in this, engagement was chiefly- owing to the 
conduct, activity, and courage of the Rear-Admi- 
ral. A conſiderable quantity of bullion was-faund 
in the prizes, which was brought to Spithead in tri- 
umph; and the treaſure being landed, was conveyed 
in twenty waggons to the Bank of London. Admi- 
ral Anſon was ennobled, and Mr. Warren honoured 
with the Order of the Batn. icnog als 

S XXVI. About the middle of June, Commo- 
. dore Fox, with fix ſhips of war, cruiſing in the la- 
titude of Cape Ortegal in Gallicia, took above forty 
French ſhips, richly laden from St. Domingo, _ 
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they had been abandoned by their convoy. But C 
the French King ſuſtained another more important 
loſs at ſea, in the month of October. Rear - Admi- 2747: 
ral Hawke ſailed from Plymouth in the beginning 
of Auguſt, with ſourteen ſhips of the line, to inter- 


cept a fleet of French merchant · ſuips bound for the 


Weſt. Indies. He cruiſed for ſome time on the coaſt 
of Bretagne; and at length the French fleet ſailed 


from the iſle of Aix, under convoy of nine ſhips of 
the line, beſides frigates, commanded by Monſieur 
de Letendeur. On the fourteenth day of October 
the two ſquadrons were 1n ſight of each other, in the 


latitude of Belleiſle. The French Commodore im- 


mediately ordered one of his great ſhips, and the 


frigates, to proceed with the trading ſhips, while 
e the line of battle, and waited the attack. 


At eleven in the forenoon Admiral Hawke diſplayed 
the ſignal to chaſe, and in half an hour hoth fleets 
were engaged. The battle laſted till night, when 
F reach ſquadron, except the Intrepide and 
Tonant, had ſtruck to the Engliſh flag. Theſe two 
capital ſhips eſcaped in the dark; and returned to 
Breſt in a ſhattered condition. The French Cap- 
tains ſuſtained the unequal fight with uncommon 
bravery and reſolution, and did not yield until their 
ſhips were diſabled. Their loſs in men amounted 
to eight hundred: the number of Engliſh killed in 
this engagement did not exceed two hundred, in- 
cluding Captain Saumarez, à gallant officer, who 
had ſerved under Lord Anſon in his expedition to 


the Pacifick Ocean, Indeed, it muſt be owned, 


for the honour of that nobleman, that all the officers 
formed under his example, and raiſed by his influ- 


ence, approved themſelves in all reſpects worthy of 


the commands to which they were preferred. Im- 


mediately aſter the action, Admiral Hawke diſ- 


patched a ſloopito Commodore Legge, whoſe ſqua- 
dron was ſtationed at the Leewardeolſlands, with 


intelligence of the French fleet of merchant- ſhips, 


outward- 
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0 O Kk ovtward-bound, that he might take the proper mea- 
ſures for intercepting them in their paſſage to Mar- 
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tinique, and the other French iſlands. In confe- 
qvence of this advice; he redovbled his vigilance- 


and 4 god dufnber of them fell into his hands. 
Admifzt Hawke conducted Mis prizes tœ Spithend; 
aid in his letter to the Board of Admiralty 
that all his Captains behaved" like men of Honobr 
during the engagement, except Mr. Fox, whoſe 
cbnduck te Gefired, wüght be ſubjected 46 an en- 


eclated, 


quiry. That gentleman was accordingly tried by a 
edurt- Martial, and ſuſpended from . command, 


for having followed the advice of his offers, con- 
trary to his own better judgment: but he Vas ſoon 
reſtored, and afterwards promoted to the rank of 
Admiral; while Mr. Matthews; whoſe courage never 


incurred ſuſpicion, ſtill laboured under a ſuſpenſion 


for that which had been ſuccesfully pract iſed in both 
theſe late aMons, namely, en 


engaging the” enemy 
without any regard to the Ine of derte e 


XXVII. In the Mediterranean, Vice-Rdmiral 
Medley blocked up the Spaniſh" ſquadron in Cür- 


thagena; aſſiſted the Auſtrian General on the coaſt 


of Villafranea; and intercepted ſome of the ſuecours 


ſent from France to the aſſiſtance of the Genoeſe. 


At his death, which happened in the beginning of 
' Avguft, the command 1 ed 


that ſquadron devolved 
upon Rear-Admiral Byng, who proceeded on the 


ſame plan of operation. In the ſummer, two Bri- 
tiſh ſhips of war, having under their convoy a fleet 
of merchant-ſhips bound to North-America, fell in 


with the Glorioſo, a Spaniſh ſhip of eighty guns, in 


the latitude of the Weſtern-Iſles. She had failed 
from the Havannah, with an immenſe treaſure un 


board, and muſt have fallen a prize to the Engliſh 


- hips, had each captain done his duty. Captain 


Erſkine, in the Warwick, of fixty guns, attacked 


ber with great intrepidity, and fought until his ſhip 
was entirely diſabled 3 but being voſuftained by his 
iter ren y conſort, . 


0 
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conſort, ks was obliged to haul off, and 4-thÞ ke Cb-eng r. 
rioſo arrived, 1 in ſafety at Ferrol.;, these- the ſilver was 
landed, and ſhe praceeded on her, voyage to Cadia, 1 4 5 
Which, however, ſhe did not reach, She was en- 
countered by t e EY Briciſh, frigate-of 
forty guns, commanded. by, Captain Hamilton, a 
gallant youth, who, notwithſtanding. the inequality 

of force nech her without heſitation: but in the 

heat of aQion,. his mig being ſer,on-fire by acei- 
dent, was blown up, and he periſhed with all his 
crew, except a eee ten or eleven ſailors, 
N ay * . by a privateer that hap- 

l to be ig t. ee this accideat 
y ſcem to the Glorioſo, ſhe did not eſcape. An 
agliſh ſhip, of eighty, guns, under the command of | 

Captain Buckle, came op, and/obliged the Spa- 

niards to ſurrender, after. à ſhort but vigorous en- 
gagement. Commodore Griffin had been ſent, 

with a xeinforcement of ſhips, to aſſume the com- 
mand of the ſquadron in the Eaſt- Indies ; and al- 

though his arrival ſecured Fort St. David's, and the 

other Britiſh ſettlements in that country, from the 
inſults of Monſieur de la Bourdonnais, his ſtrength 
was not ſufficient to enable him to undertake any 
enterprize. of importance againſt the enemy: the 

miniſtry of England, therefore, reſolved to equip a 

freſh. armament, that when joined by the ſhips in 
India, ſhould be in a condition to beſiege Pondi- 
cherry, the principal ſettlement belongigg to the 

French on the coaſt of Coromandel. For this ſer- 
vice, a good number of. independent companies was 

_ Faiſed, and ſet ſail, in the ſequel, with a ſtrong ſqua- 
dron under the conduct of Rear- Admiral, Boſcawen, 
an officer of unqueſtioned valour and capacity. In 
the courſe of this year, the Britiſh, eruiaers were ſo 
alert and ſucceſsful, that they took ſix hundred and 
forty- four prizes from the French and Spaniards, Na 
whereas the loſs of  Great-Britain-in the ſame nes | 
217 not exceed five hundred and fif tir. 
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BOOK { XXVIN.” All che belligerent were by 


2747 · 


this time heartily tired of a war which had eonſumed 
an immer el wenne had born ente ene 


much miſchief, and in the events of which all, in 


their turns, had found themſelves diſappointed. 


Immediately aſter the battle of Laffeldt, the Kin 
of — had in à perſonal enge ee. Sir 
n Ligonier; expreſſed his deſire of a/pacification ; 
= after wardo bir er e whe be 2 — a 
declaration on the ſame ſubject to the deputies of 
the States-General. The fignal> ſuceeſs of the Bri- 
tiſh arms at ſea confirmed him in theſe ſentiments, 


which were likewiſe reinforced by a variety of other 
conſiderations. His finances were almoſt exhauſted, 
and his ſupplies from the Spaniſti Weſt-Indies ren- 


dered ſo precarious by the vigilance of the Britiſh 
cruiſers, that he could no lon 1 upon their 
arrival. The trading part of his ſubjects had ſuſ- 
tained ſuch loſſes, that his kingdom was filled with 


_ bankruptcies; and the beſt part of his navy now 


contributed to ſtrengthen the fleets of his enemies. 


The election of a Stadtholder had united the whole 


power of the States- General againſt him, in taking 

the moſt reſolute meaſures for their o] ſafety: his 
views in Germany were intirely fruſtrated” by the 
elevation of the Grand Duke to the Imperial throne, 
and the re- eſtabliſhment of peace between the houſes 
of Auſtria and Brandenburgh » the ſucceſs of his arma 
in Italy had not at all anſwered his expectation; and 
Genoa was become an expenſive ally. He had the 
mortification to ſee the commerce'of Britain flouriſh 
in the midſt of war, while his on people were ut- 
terly impoveriſhed, The Parliament of England 
granted, and the nation paid ſuch ineredible ſums us 
enabled their Sovereign not only to maintain 1nvirt- 
eible navies and formidable armies, but likewiſe to 
give ſubſidies to all the powers of Europe. He 
knew that a treaty of this kind was actually upon the 
anvil between his Britannick Majeſty and the 


Czarina, 


R , mp oo 
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Czarina, and he began to be apprehenſive of ſeeing c 12 2. 
an army of Ruſſians in the Netherlands. His fears # 
from this quarter were not without foundation. — 

the month of November, the Earl of 'Hyndford, 777" 

ambaſſador from the King of Great- Britain at the 

court of Ruſſia, coneluded a treaty of ſubſidy, by | 
which the Czarina engaged to hold in readineſs 
thirty thouſand men, and forty. gallies, to be em- 
ployed in the ſervice of the confederates, on the firſt 
requiſition; The States General acceded to this 

agreement, and even conſented to pay one; forth of 

the ſubſidy. His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, moved 

by theſe conſiderations, made further advances to- 

wards an accommodation both at the — — 

London ; and the contending Ne 

another congreſs, - Which was in 

March at Alx la Chapelle, where the Lad * Sand. 

wich and Sir Thomas Robinſon aſſiſted ab en 

tentiaries from the King of Great- Brita dd. 
XXIX. The eleions for-the new — EY 8 

England had been conducted ſo as fully to anſwer h 

8 purpoſes of the Duke of Newcaſtle, and his bro-. 

2 Mr. Pelham, who had for ſome time wholly 

ngroſſed the adminiſtration. Both houſes were 

9 es the'ceegh day of November, when Mr. 

Onflow was unanimouſly-re-eleQted' Speaker of the 
Commons. The ſeſſion was opened, as uſual, ' by 

a ſpeech from the throne, congratulating them on 

the ſignal [ſucceſſes of the Britiſn navy, and the 

happy alteration in the government of the United 
Provinces. His Majeſty gave them to underſtand, 

that a congreſs . ſpeedily be opened at Aix la- 
Chapelle, to concert the means for effecting a ge» 

nera acification ; and reminded them that nothing 

would more conduce- to the ſucceſs of this negocia- 

tion than the vigour and unanimity of their pro. 
ceedings, , He received ſuch addreſſes as the mi- 

niſters were pleaſed to dictate. Oppoſition now lan- 
guiſhed at Neale feet, The Duke of gx was 

OWE — come 


g o o k become a courtier, and in a little time appointed 
Secretary of State, in the room of the Earl of Cheſ- 


II. 


2747». he now reſigned ; and the Earl of Sandwich no 
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terfietd, who had lately executed that office which 


longer harangued againſt the adminiſtration. This 


new Houſe of Commons, in imitation of the libe- 
frl—ality of their predeceſſors, readily: gratified all the 
requeſts of the goverument. They voted forty 


thouſand ſeamen, ſorty - nine thouſand land- forces, 
beſides. eleven thouſand. five hundred marines; the 
ſubſidies for the Queen of Hungary, the Czarina, 


the King of Sardinia, the Electors of Mentz and 
Bavaria, the Heſſians, and the Duke of Wolfen- 


buttle: the ſum of two hundred thirty - five thouſand 
ſeven. hundred and forty- nine pounds was granted 


to the provinces. of New England, to re- imburſe 


them for the expence of reducing Cape-Breton: 
five hundred thouſand pounds were given to his 
Majeſty for the vigorous proſecution of the war; 
and about one hundred and fifty- two thouſand 

nds to the Scottiſh claimants, in lieu of their 
juriſdiction. The ſupplies for the enſuing year fell 
very little ſhort of nine millions, of which the 
greater part was raiſed. on a loan by ſubſcription, 


chargeable on a new ſubſidy of poundage exacted 


from all merchandiſe imported into Great- Britain. 


Immediately after the tebellion was ſuppreſſed the 


legiſlature had eſtabliſhed ſame regulations in. Scot- 
land, which were thought neceſſary to prevent ſuch, 
commotions for the ſuture- The Highlanders were 
diſarmed, and an act paſſed, for aboliſhing their 
peculiarity of garb, which was ſuppoſed to keep 92 
party · diſtinctions, to encourage their martial diſ- 
poſition, and preſerve the memory of the exploits 
atchie ved by their anceſtors; In this ſeſſion à bill 
was brought in to inforce the execution of that law, 

and paſſed with another act, for the more effectual 
puniſhment of high treaſon in the Kbeblands of 


Scotland. The practice of inſuring. French and 


Spaniſn 
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Spaniſh ſbips at London being deemed the ſole c H A. 
circumſtance that prevented a total ſtagnation of IX. 
commerce in thoſe cbuntries, it was prohibited * 
law under ſevere penalties; and this ſtep of the *7*”* 
Britiſh Parliament accelerated the concluſion of the 

treaty, Several other prudent meaſures were taken 
in the courſe of this ſeſſion, for the benefit of the 
blick; and among theſe we may reckon an af 
for encouraging the manufacture of indigo in the 
Britiſh plantations of North-America; an article 
for which Great Britain uſed to pay two hundred 
thouſand pounds yearly to the ſubjects of France. by Hes 
The ſeſſion was cloſed on the thirteenth day of May, An. 174% 
when the King declared to both Houſes, that the 
preliminaries of a general piece were actually ſigned 
at Aix-la-Chapelle by the miniſters of Great-Britain, 
France, and the United-Provinces; and that the 
baſis of this accommodation was a general reſtitution 
of the conqueſts which had been made during the 
war. | Immediately after the prorogation of Parlia- 
ment his Majeſty ſer out for his German dominions, 
after having appointed a Regency to rule the realm 
in his abſence. Ef 82 
XXX. The articles might have been made 
much leſs unfavourable” to Great-Britain and her 
allies,” had the miniſtry made a proper uſe of the 
_ treaty with the Czarina; and if the confederates had 
ated wich more vigour and expedition in the be- 
ginning of the campaign. The Ruſſian auxiliaties 
might have been tranſported by ſea to Lubeck 
before the end of, the preceding ſummer, in their 
own gallies which had been lying ready for uſe 
ſince the month of July. Had this expedient been 
uſed, the Ruffian troops would have joined the con- 
federate army before the concluſion of the laſt cam- 
paign. © But this eaſy and expeditious method of 
conveyance was rejected for à march by land, of 
| incredible length and difficulty, which could not 
be begun before the month of January, nor accom- 
Vor. III. Q | pliſhed 
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pliſhed till Midſummer. The operations of the- 


campaign had been concerted at the Hague in 


1745 , 


January, by the teſpective miniſters of the. allics, 
who reſolved to bring an army of one hundred and 
ninety thouſand men into the Netherlands, in order 
to compel the French to abandon the batrier which 


they had conquered... The towns of Holland be- 


came the ſcenes of tumult and inſurrection. The 
populace. plundered the farmers of the fevenue, 
aboliſhed. the taxes, and inſulted the magiſtrates; 
ſo that the States - General, ſeeing their country on 
the brink of anarchy and confuſion, authorifed the 
Prince of Orange to make ſuch alterations as he 
ſhould ſee convenient. They preſented him with, 


a diploma, by which he was conſtituted hereditary. 


Stadtholder and Captain-General of Dutch Brabant, 
Flanders, and the upper quarter of Gueldcrland ; 
and the Eaſt-India company appointed him director 


and Gavernor- Genera) of+their commerce and ſertle- 


ments in the Indies. Thus inveſted with an authority 
unknown to his anceſtors, he exerted himſelf with 


equal indultry and, diſcretion, in new modelling, - 


augumenting, and aſſembling the troops of the Re- 
publick. The confederates knew that the, Count 
de Saxe had a deſigu upon Maeftricht ; the Auſtrian 


| General Bathiani made repeated remonſtrances to 


the Britiſh, miniſtry, entreating them to take ſpeedy | 
meaſures fo; the preſervation of that fortreſs. He. 
in the month of January propoſed that the Puke 
of Cumberland ſhoold craſs the ſea, and confer with 
the Prince of Orange on this ſubject t, he undertook, - 


at the perl of his, head, to cover Maeſtticht with 


ſeventy thouſand men, frocn all attacks of the 


enemy: but his repreſentations ſeemed to have 
made very little impreſſion on thoſe to whom they 


were addteſſed. The Duke of Cumberland did not 


depart from England till towards the latter end of 
February : part of March. was elapſed, before the 
tranſports lated, from the Nore with the additional 
„ 8 5 i 
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troops and artillery; and the laſt drafts ſrom the © =S P, 
foot-guards were not embarked till the middle of. 
Auguſt. | th pi as 74 ere ig 
$ XXXI. The different bodies of the confederate 
forces joined each other, and encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Ruremond, to the number of 
one hundred and ten thouſand men; and the French 
army "inveſted Maeſtricht, without oppoſition, on 
the third day of April. The garriſon conſiſted of 
Imperial and Dutch troops, under the conduct of 
the governour, Baron d'Aylva, who defended the 
place with extraordinary ſkill and reſolution. He 
annoyed the beſiegers in repeated ſallies; but they 
were determined ro ſurmount all oppoſition, - and 
proſecuted their approaches with incredible ardour. 
They aſſaulted the covered-way, and there effected 
a lodgement, after an obſtinate diſpute, in which 
they loſt two thouſand of their beſt troops: but, 
next day they were entirely diſlodged by the gal- 
lantry of the garriſon. | Theſe hoſtilities were ſud. 
denly ſuſpended, in conſequence of the prelimſnaries 
ſigned at Aix-la-Chapelle. The plenipotentiaries 
agreed, that, for the glory of his Chriſtian Majeſty's 
arms, the town of Maeſtricht ſhould be ſurrendered 
to his General, on condition that it ſhould be re- 
ſtored with all the magazines and artillery. He 
accordingly took poſſeſſion of it on the third day of 
May, when the garriſon marched out with all the 
honours of war ; and a ceſſation of arms immediately 
_ enſued. By this time the Ruſſian auxiliaries, to 
the number of thirty-ſeven thouſand, commanded 
by Prince Repnin, had arrived in Moravia, where, 
they were reviewed by their Imperial Majeſties; then 
they proceeded to the confines of Franconia, where 
they were ordered to halt, after they had marched 
ſeven hundred miles ſince the beginning of the year. 
The French King declared, that ſhould they advance 
farther, he would demoliſh the fortifications of 
Maeſtricht and Bergen-op-zoom, This diſpute was 
$44! 85 Q 2 25 referred 
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BOOK referred to the plenipotentiaries, who, in the bes 
. ginning of Auguſt, concluded a convention, im- 
2748, porting, that the Ruſſian troops ſhould return to 
their own country; and-that the French King ſhould 
diſband an equal number of his forces. The ſeaſon 
being far advaneed, the Ruſſians were 2 
with winter-quarters in Bohemia and Moravia, 
Where they continved till the ſpring, when they 
marched back to Livonia, In the mean time ſeven- 
and - thirty thouſand French troops were withdrawn 
from Flanders into Picardy, and the two armies 
remained quiet till the concluſion, of the definitive 
treaty. The ſuſpenſion af arms was proclaimed at 
London, and in all the capitals of the contracting 
wers: orders were ſent to the teſpective Admirals 

in different parts of the world, to refrain from hoſti- 
lities; and a communication of trade and intelligence 

, was again opened between the nations which had 
been at variance. No material tranſaQtion diſtin- 
guiſhed the campaign in Italy. The French and 
Spaniſh a who had joined the Genoeſe in the 
territories of the republick, amounted to thirty 
thouſand men, under the direction of the Duke de 
Richelieu, who was ſent from France to aſſume that 
command, on the death of the Duke de Bouffters ; 
while Mareſchal de Beleifle, at the head of fifty. 
thouſand men, covered the weſtern Riviera, which 
was threatened with an invaſion 'by forty thouſand 
Auſtrians and Piedmonteſe, under General Leutrum. 

At the ſame time General Brown, with a more nu- 
merous army, prepared to re-enter the eaſtern Ri- 
viera, and re-commence- the ſiege of Genoa. But 

- theſe intended operations were prevented by an 
armiſtice, which took place as ſoon as the bellige- 
rent powers had acceded to the preliminaries. 
S XXXIL In the Eafſt-Indies, | Rear-Admiral 
Boſcawen undertook the ſiege of Pondicherry, which, 

in the month of Auguſt, he blocked up by fea with 
his ſquadron, and inveſted by land with a ſmall 


army _ 


. 


— 
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army of four thouſand Evropeahs, and about eee. 
thouſand natives of that country, He proſtcuted 
the enterpriſe with great ſpirit, 1 took the fort of 1448, 
Area Coupan, at the diſtance of three miles from 3 
the town: then he made his approaches to the place, 
againſt which he opened batteries, while it was bom- 
barded and cannonaded by the ſhipping: But the for- 
tifications were ſo ſtrong; the gatriſon ſo numerous, 
and the engineers of the enemy ſo expert in their 

profeſſion, that he made very little progrefs, and 
ſiuſtained conſiderable damage. At length, his 
army being diminiſhed by ficknefs, and the rainy 
ſeaſon approaching, he ordered the attillery and 
ſtores to be re-embarked; and raiſing the fiege on 
the ſixth day of October, returned to fort St. David, 
after having loſt about a thouſand men in this ex- 
pedition. In the ſequel, ſeveral ſhips of his ſqua- 
dron, and above twelve hundred ſailors, periſhed 
in a hurricane. The naval force of Great-Britain 
was more ſucceſsful in the Weſt-Indies. Reat- 
Admiral Knowles, with a ſquadron of eight ſhips, 
attacked Fort Louis, on the ſouth ſide of Hiſpaniola, 
which after a warm action of three hours was fur- 
rendered oa capitulation, and diſmantled. Then 
he made an abortive attempt upon St. Jago de 
Cuba, and returned to-Jamaica, extremely chagrined 
at his diſappointment, which he imputed to the 
miſconduct of Captain Dent, who was tried in 
England by a Court-Martial, and honourably ac- 
quitted. On the firſt day of October, the fame _ - 
Admiral cruifing in the neighbourhood. of the , 
- -Havannah, with eight ſhips of the line, encountered 
-a Spaniſh ſquadron of nearly the' ſame ſtrength, 
under the command of the Admirals Reggio and 
Spinola. The engagement began between two and 
three o' clock in the afternoon, and continued with 
intervals till * in the evening, when the enemy 
retired to the Havannah, with the lofs of two ſhips; 


one of which ſtruck to the Britiſh Admiral, and the 
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other was, two days after, ſet on fire by her own 
commander, that ſhe might not fall into the hands 
of the Engliſh. Mr. Knowles taxed ſome of his 


captains with miſbehaviour, and they recriminated % 


on his conduct. On their return to England, a 


Court - Martial was the conſequence of their mutual 
accuſseions. Thoſe who adhered to the Commander, 


by 


and the others whom he impeached, were inflamed 
againſt each other with the moſt rancorous reſent- 
ment. The Admiral himſelf did not eſcape uncen- 
ſured ; two of his captains were. reprimanded : but 


Captain Holmes, who had diſplayed -uncommon 


courage, was honourably acquitted. Their animo- 


ſities did not end with the Court-Martial. A blood- 


leſs encounter happened between the Admiral and 


Captain Powlett : But Captain Innes: and Captain 
Clarke, meeting by appointment in Hyde Park 


with piſtols, the former was mortally wounded, and 


died next morning; the latter was tried, and con- 


demned for murder, but indulged with his Majeſty's 


fam No nval tranſaction of any conſequence 


happened in the European ſeas, during the coutſe 
of this ſummer. In January, indeed, the Mag- 


nanime, a French ſhip of the line, was taken in the 


channel by two Engliſh cruiſers, after an obſtinate 
engagement; and the privateers took a conſiderable 


number of merchant ſhips from the enemy. oy 


- 


- YXRRXUT. The plenipotentiaries ſtill continued 


at Aix-la-Chapelle, diſcuſſing all the articles of the 
definitive treaty, which was at length concluded and 


ſigned on the ſeventh day of October. It was 
founded on former treaties, which were now ex- 


reſsly confirmed, from that of Weſtphalia to the 


| fal coneluded at London and Vienna. The con- 


. - 


tracting parties agreed, That all priſoners on each 


fide ſhould be mutually releaſed, without ranſom, 
and all conqueſts reſtored : That the duchies of 


Parma, Placentia, and Guaſtalla ſhould be ceded 


as a ſertlement to the Infant Don Philip, and the 


1 


r 
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heirs male of his bonn but in caſe Fic bis 81 CHAP. | 
the throne of Spain, or of the two Sicilies, or his | 
dying without male-ifſue, that they ſhould revert to 9 
the Houſe of Auſtria: That the King of Great- nh 
Britain ſhould, immediately after the ratification of 
this treaty, ſend two perſons of rank and diſtintions 
to reſide in France, as hoſtages, until reſtitution 
ſhould be made of Cape- Breton, and all the other 
conqueſts which his Britannick Majeſty ſhould have ; 
atchieved in the Kaſt or Weſt-Indies, before or 4 
after the preliminaries were ſigned : That the aſſiento 
contract, with the article of the annual ſhip, ſhould 
be confirmed for four years, during which the en- 
joyment of that privilege was ſuſpended fince-rhe 
commencement of the preſent war: that Dunkirk 
ſhould remain fortified on the land ſide, and towards 
the ſea continue on the footing of former trearies. . 
All the contracting powers became guarantees to 
the King of Pruſſia for the duchy of Sileſia and 
the county of Glatz, as he at preſent poſſeſſed them 
and they likewiſe engaged to ſecure the Empreſs- 
Queen of Hungary and Bohemia in poſſeſſion of her 
hereditary dominions, according to the pragmatick 
fanAion. The other articles regulated the forms 
and times fixed for this mutual reſtitution, as well 
as for the termination of hoſtilities in different parts 
of the world. But the right of Engliſh ſubjects to 
navigate in the American ſeas, without being ſubject 
to ſearch, was not once mentioned, though this 
claim was the original ſource of the differences. 
between Great-Britain and Spain: nor were the 
limits of Acadia aſcertained. This and all other 
_ diſputes were left to the diſcuſſion of commiſſaties. 
We have already obſerved, that after the troubles of 
the empire began, the war was no longer main- 
- tained on Britiſh principles. It became a conti- 
nental conteſt, and was proſecuted on the fide of the 
allies without conduct, ſpirit, or unanimity, In 
the Netherlands they were outnumbered and out- | : 
.Q4 Ga: | witted, | | 4 
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w—,— without ſuſtaining a defeat. Their vaſt armies, paid 


" 2748 by Great-Britain,-Jay inactive, and beheld one for- 


' it be owing to the natural progre 


treſs reduced after another, until the whole country 


vas ſubdued; and as their Generals fought, their 


pleniporentiaries negociated. At a time when their 


affaire began jo wear the moſt- promiſing aſpect, 


when the arrival of the Ruſſian auxiliaries would have 
ſecured an undoubted ſuperiority in the field; when 


the Britiſh fleets had trampled on the naval power of 


France and Spain, intercepted their ſupplies of trea- 
ſure, and cut off all their reſources of commerce; 


the Britiſh miniſters ſeemed to treat, without the 


leaſt regard to the honour and adyantage of their 


; 


rights of trade unowned and undecided ; they 
ſcribed to the inſolent demand of ſending the nobles 


of the realm to grace the court, and adorn the 
triumphs of her enemy; and they tamely gave up 


her conqueſts in North-America, of more conſe- 
quence to her traffick than all the other dominions 
for which the powers at war contended: they gave 
up the important iſle of -Cape-Breton, in exchange 
for a petty factory in the Eaſt- Indies, belonging to 
a private company, whoſe exiſtence had been 
deemed prejudicial to the commonwealth. What 
then were the fruits which Britain reaped from this 


long and deſperate war ? A dreadful expence of - 


blood and treaſure*, diſgrace upon diſgrace, an 


Such ja expenſive war could not be maintained without a wi 


extraordinary exertion of a commercial ſpirit ; accordingly we 


that Great:Britain, ſince the death of King William, has riſen un- 


trade extending” itſelf fro 


der ber ures with increaſed vi and . perſeverance, Wheth 
[1 4 fon of Pt wg 
its origin to its acme or plus ultra, or to the encouragement given 


the adinjniſtration to monied men of all denominations xz ar to 


Ry nah impelling thoſe who can no longer live on ſmall idcomes 1d 


riſque their capitals. in traffick, that they may have a chance for 
bettering their fortunes ; or, laſtly, to a concurrence of all theſe 

cauſes z_certauD it 38, the national exports and imports have been ſen- 
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country. They left her molt valuable and 1 20 : 
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additional load of grievous impoſitions, and the c HAP. 
national debt accumulated to the enormous ſum of Ix. 
eighty millions ſterling. | SR CO "> 


fibly impoſing for theſe forty years: the yearly medium of woolen 
exparts, from the year 2738 to 3743 incluſive, amounted to about 
three millions and an „Which was a yearly increaſe on the mee. 
dium, of five hundred thouſand pounds above the medium from 1718 

to 1724. From this article, the reader will conceive, the prodigious. 
extent and importance of the Britiſh commerce. 
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BOOK i. 


CHAPTER I. ; 


§ I. Reflexions 1 tho peace. $ Il. The Prince of 


Wales's adherents join the oppoſition. & III. Cha- 
rafter of the miniſtry. & IV. Seſſion opened. I V. 
Debate on the addreſs. VI. Supplies. granted. 
$ VII. Exorbitant demand of the Empreſs. Queen op- 
poſed. & VII. Violent conteſt, concerning the ſea- 
men's bill. & IX. Objeftions to the mutiny bill, 
I X. Bill for limiting the term of à ſoldier's ſervice. 
$ Xl. Meaſures taken with reſpect to the African 


trade. & XII. Scheme for improving the Britiſb 


fiſhery. XIII. Attempt to open the commerce 10 


Hudſon's bay. & XIV. Plan for manning the navy. . 


$ XV. Pruitleſs motions made by the oppoſition. 


XVI. Severities exerciſed upon ſome ſtudents at Ox- 
ford. & XVII. Duke of Newcaſtle choſen Chancel- 


lor of the Univerſity of Cambridge. & XVIII. Tu- 
mults in different parts of the kingdom. & XIX. 
Scheme for a ſeitlement in Nova-Scotia, & XX, 
Town of Halifax founded. & XXI. French attempt 


- - to ſettle the iſland of Tobago. & XXII. Ryoicings 


for the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, & XXIII. Pre- 
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tender s eldeſt ſon arreſted at Paris. & XXIV. . 
pearamce of a rupture between Ruſſia and Sweden. 

d XXV. Interpoſition of the King of _ Fs. 
 CXXVI. Meaſures taken by the 2 rench miniſtry. 
? XXVII. conduct of the different. European powers. © 
I XXVIII. Hſolence of the Barbary Corſairs. 
XXIX. Diſturbances in England, & XXX. 
Seſſion opened. & XXXI. A debate. 
$ XXXII. Scheme for reducing the intereſt of tbe 
national debt. S XXXIII. AZ paſſed for that 
purpoſe. S XXXIV. New mutiny bill. & XXXV. 
Bill for encouraging the importation of iron from 
America. & XXXVI. Ereftion of the Britiſh ber- 
ring fiſhery. $ XXXVII. New Aftican . Company, 
CC XXXVIII. Weſtminſter election. & XXXIX. 
: Earthquakes in London. & XL. Peſtilential fever 
at the ian in the Old- Baily. $ XLI. Diſputes 
between Ruſſia and Sweden. Ll Plan for elekt- 
ing the be Toſeph the Romans. 
XLII. Oppoſition 7 5 Kin of Pruſſia. 
F XLIV. D; utes with the French about the. limits 
of Nova-Scotia, S XLV. Treaty with Spain. 
XLVI. S ion opened. S XLVII. Debate on the 
addreſs. SXLVIII. Supplies granted. & XLIX. 
Death and character of the Prince of Wales. 5 L. 
"Settlement of a Regency, in caſe of a minor Sovereign. 
$ Ll. General naturalization bill. Ll. Cenſure 
paſſed upon @ paper intitled Conſtitutional Quer ies. 
LI. Proceedings of the Commons on the Wiſt- 
minſter election. LIV. Mr. Murray ſent priſaner 


to Newgate. S LV. Seſſion cloſed, Stile a 
| $1 I. HE peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, however, a p. 
- © unſtable or inglorious i it might appear to Ix. 
thoſe few who underſtood the intereſts, and felt for -—— 
{| the honour of their country, was nevertheleſs not 274% 
"unwelcome to the nation in general. The Britiſh 15 
-miniſtry will always find it more difficult to ſatisfy 


ye people at the end of a W 8 n than ä 
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liſh are impatient of miſcarriage and diſappointment, 
and too apt to be intoxicated with victory. At this 
period they were tired of the burthens, and ſick of 


the difgraces, to which they had been expoſed in the 


courſe of ſeven tedious campaigns. They had ſuf- 


fered conſiderable loſſes and interruption in the ar- 


ticle of commerce, which was the ſource of their 


national opulence and power: they knew it would 


neceſſarily be clogged with additional duties, for the 


maintenance of a continental war, and the 7 a0 
of foreign ſubſidiaries; and they drew very 
preſages of future ſucceſs either from the conduct of 
their allies, or the capacity of their commanders; 
To à people influenced by theſe conſiderations, the 


aint 


reſtoration of a free trade, the reſpite from that 


- anxiety and ſuſpence which the proſecution of a war 
never fails to engender, and the proſpect of a ſpeedy ' 


deliverance from diſcouraging reſtraint and oppreſ- 
ſive impoſitions, were 9 that ſweetened 
the bitter draught of a diſhonorable treaty, and in- 
duced the majority of the nation to acquieſce in.the 
peace, not barely without murmuring, but even 


with ſome degree of ſatisfaction and applauſe. 
§ II. Immediately after the exchange of ratifica- 


tions at Aix- la- Chapelle the armies were broken up: 


the allies in We Nay ray withdrew their ſeveral 
proportions of troops; the French began to eva» 
cuate Flanders; and the Engliſh forces were re- 


embarked for their own country. His Britannick 


Majeſty returned from his German dominions in 
November, having landed near Margate, in Kent, 
after a dangerous paſſage z and on the twenty-ninth 
of the ſame month he opened the ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment. By this time the miſunderſtanding. between 
the two firſt perſonages of the Royal Family had 
been increaſed 


quality of Duke of Cornwall; and revived ſome 


claims 


by a freſh ſucceſſion of matter. The 
Prince of Wales had held a court of Stannary, in 


rennen. 
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claims attached to that dignity, which, had they HAT. 
been admitted, would have greatly augmented his 
influence among the Corniſh boroughs. Theſe 1448. 
efforts rouſed the jealouſy of the Adminiſtration, _ 
which had always conſidered them as an intere 
wholly dependent on the Crown; and, therefore, the 
pretenſions of his Royal Highneſs were oppoſed by 
the whole weight of the Miniſtry. His adherents 
reſenting theſe hoſtilities as an injury to their Royal 
Maſter, immediately joined the remnant of the for- 
mer oppoſition in Parliament, and reſolved to coun- 
teract all the miniſterial meaſures that ſhould fall 
under their cognizance ; at leaſt, they determined to 
ſeize every opportunity of thwarting the ſervants of 

the Crown, in every ſcheme or propoſal that had not 
an evident tendency to the advantage of the nation. 
This band of auxiliaries was headed by the Earl of 
E—t, Dr. Lee, and Mr. N—t. The firſt poſſeſſed 
a ſpecies of eloquence rather plauſible than power- 
ful: he ſpoke with fluency and fire: his ſpirit was | 
bold and enterpriſing, his apprehenſion quick, and : 
his repartee ſevere. Dr. Lee was a man of extenſive 
erudition and irreproachable morals, particularly 
verſed in the civil law, which he profeſſed, and 
perfectly well acquainted with the conſtitution of his 
country. Mr. N—t was an orator of middling abi- 
lities, who harangued upon all ſubjeQs indiſcrimi- 
nately, and ſupplied with confidence what he wanted 
in capacity: he had been at ſome pains to ſtudy the 
buſineſs of the Houſe, as well as to underſtand the 
machine of government; and was tolerably well 
heard, as he generally ſpoke with an appearance of 
good: humour, and hazarded every whimfical idea, 
as it roſe. in his imagination. But lord Boling- _—_— 
broke is ſaid to have been the chief ſpring which, in a 5 
ſeeret, actuated the deliberations of the Prince's 1 
court. That nobleman, ſeemingly ſequeſtered from | 7 
the tumults of a publick life, reſided at Batterſea, : 
where he was viſited like a ſainted ſhrine by all the 
; % diſtinguiſnhed 


* 


: - pt « nt ay? © 4A $f „ Let % 14 
— 1 a * 4 2 p 5 2 * 8 4 8 8 c 
- +> —_— 208 1 „ l _ N "28 5 * 
0 ry ſt” wt r . * » py 


n 


- — F ²˙ eo 4 


« 45 | 
: LT 
; YT. : 5 — 5 *- 4 * pa CI — _ a 
2 r 2 n 1 3 — —_— 
4 td re RNS yang . Ee chats da. Debs 


Th ep - 
och 


238 | 
BOOK diſtinguiſhed votaries of wit, eloquence, and politi- 


* 


1748. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


cal ambition. There he was cultivated and admired 
for the elegance of his manners, and the charms of 
his converſation. The Prince's curioſity was firſt 


captivated by his character, and his eſteem was af- 


terwards ſecured by the irreſiſtible addreſs of that 
extraordinary perſonage, who continued in a regular 
progreſſion to inſinuate himſelf ſtill farther and far- 


ther into the good graces of his Royal Patron, 


How far the conduct of his Royal Highneſs was in- 
fluenced by the private advice of this nobleman we 
ſhall not pretend to determine: but, certain it is, 


the friends of the miniſtry propagated a report, that 


he was the dictator of thoſe meaſures which the 


Prince adopted; and that, under the ſpecious pre- 
text of attachment to the Heir Apparent of the 
Crown, he concealed his real aim, which was to 
perpetuate the breach in the Royal family. What- 


ever his ſentiments and motives might have been, 


this was no other than a revival of the old miniſte- 


rial clamour, that a man cannot be well affected to 


the King, if he pretends to cenſure any meaſure of 
the adminiſtration. | 


$ 111. The weight which the oppoſition derived 
from theſe new confederates in the Houſe of Com- 


mons was ſtill greatly overbalanced by the power, 
influence, and ability that ſuſtained every miniſterial 


rojet, Mr. Pelham, who chiefly managed the 
Kon ar affairs, was generally eſteemed as a man of 


; honeſty and candour, actuated by a ſincere love for 
his country, though he had been educated in erro- 


neous principles of government, and in ſome mea- 
ſure obliged to proſecute à fatal ſyſtem, which 


deſcended to him by inheritance. At this time he 


numbered Mr. Pitt among his fellow-miniſters, 


and was moreover ſupported by many other indi- 
, viduals of diſtinguiſhed abilities; among whom the 


firſt place in point of genivs, was due to Mr, M, 


who executed the office of Sollicitor-general. This ' 


gentle- 


r 


r 
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gentleman, the ſon of a noble family in North. Bri- nA. 
tain, had raiſed himſelf to great eminence at the 1X. 

bat, by a malt keen intuitive ſpirit, of apprehen- 9 
ſion, that ſeemed. ro. ſeize every ohject at firſt 
glance; an innate ſagacity, that ſaved the trouble 

of intenſe. application; and an irreſiſtible ſtream of 
eloquence, . that flawed. pure and claſſical, ſtrong. 

and copious, refleing, in the moſt conſpicuous 

point of view, the ſubjects over which it rolled, 

and ſweeping before it all the ſlime of formal heſi- 

tation, and all the entangling weeds: of chicanery.. 

Let, the ſervants of the Crown were not ſo impli- 

citly attached to the firſt miniſter as to acquieſce 

in all his plans, and dedicate their time and talents 

to the ſupport of every court - meaſure  indiſcrimi- 
nately. This was one material point in which 

Mr. Pelham deviated from the maxims of his pre- 

deceſſor, who admitted of no contradiction from 

any of his adherents or ſellow- ſervants, but inſiſted 

on. ſacrificing their whole perception and faculties 

to his conduct and diſpoſal. That ſordid de- 

ference to a miniſter no longer characteriſed the 
ſubordinate inſtruments of the adminiſtration. It 

was not unuſual to ſee the great officers of the 
government divided in a parliamentary debate, e 
and to hear the Secretary at War oppoſing with -1 
great vehemence a clauſe ſuggeſted by the Chan- 

cellor of the Exchequer. After all, if we coolly 

conſider thoſe arguments which have been bandied 

about, and retorted with ſuch eagerneſs and acri- 
mony in the Houſe of Commons, and diveſt them 
of thoſe paſſionate tropes and declamatory meta- | 
phors which the ſpirit of oppoſition alone had pro- | _ 
duced, we ſhall find very little left for the ſubject of -. 
diſpute, and ſometimes be puzzled to diſcover any „„ 
material ſource of diſagreement. 2 5 | 
IV. lo the month of November his Majeſty 

opened the ſeſſion of Parliament with a ſpeech, ac-" 
quainting them, That the definitive treaty of peace | 
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OE ws at length figned by all the parties concerned: e 
2 That he he an the moſt effectual proviſion for A 
- 2748, ſecuring the rights and intereſts of his own ſubjects; » 
and procured for his allies the beſt conditions, which, r 
in the preſent ſituation of affairs, could be obtained. t 
He ſaid, he had found a general good diſpoſition in 1 
all parties to bring the negociation to a happy con- W 
cluſion; and obſerved, that we might promiſe our- 0 


ſelves a long enjoyment of the bleſſings of peace. 
Finally, after having remarked that times of tran- 
quillity were the proper ſeaſons for leſſening the 
national debt, and ſtrengthening the kingdom againſt 
future events, he recommended to the Commons 
the improvement of the ee revenue, the 
maintenance of a conſiderable naval force, the ad- 
vancement of commerce, and the cultivation of the 
arts of peace. This ſpeech, as uſual, was echoed 
back by an addreſs to the throne from both Houſes, - 
containing general expreſſions of the warmeſt loyalty 
and gratitude to his Majeſty, and implying the moſt 
perfect ſatisfaction and acquieſcence in the articl 
of the treaty of Aix- la- Chapelle. b 
$ V. The members in the oppoſition, according 
to cuſtom, cavilled at the nature of this addrefs. 
They obſerved, that the late pacification was the 
worſt and moſt inglorious of all the bad treaties to 
which the Engliſh nation had ever ſubſcribed : that 
it was equally diſgraceful, indefinite, and abſurd : 
bi. 8 they ſaid, the Britiſh navy had gained ſuch an aſcen- 
dancy over the French at ſea, that the fources of 
their wealth were already choaked vp ; that the ſiege 
of Maeſtricht would have employed their arms in 
the Low-Countries till the arrival of the Ruſſians ; .. 
and that the acceſſion of theſe auxiliaries would have 
thrown the ſuperiority into the ſcale of the allies. 
= They did not fail to take notice, that rhe moſt im- 
ne portant and original object of the war was left wholly 
undecided ; and demonſtrated the abſurdity of their 
promiſing, in the addreſs, to make good ſock 
UL - engagements = 
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allies,” before they knew what thoſe en 2 
were. la anſoer to theſe Objectiong, the ende ro 
That the peace was, in itſelf, rathet better ; 

thin could be expected; and that the ſmalleſt delay 
might have proved fatal to: the liberties of Europt᷑. 

They affirmed, that the Dutch were upon thepgitt — * 
of concludingꝭ a neutrality, in canſecquence of wh 
their troops would have been withdraun from the 
allied army; and, in chat caſe, even the addiuion of 
the Rufſian auxiliaries would not haue rendered it a 
match for the enemy. Thęy aſſerted, that if the 
war had been prolonged another year, the national 
credit of Great-ritain muſt haue been entirely 
ruined, many of the publick funds having ſunk 
below par in the preceding ſeaſon, ſo that the mini- 
ſtry had begun to deſpair of ſeeing the money paid 
in on the ne ſubſrription. With reſpect to the te- 
ſtoration af Cape · Breton, the limits of Nova. Suotia, 
and the right of inavigating without ſearch inahe 
American ſeas, which right had bren left uneſta- 
bliſhed in the treaty, they declared, that che firſt 
was an unneceſſary expence, of no conſequence to | q 
Great Britain; and that the ather tWo were | = 
in diſpute, to be amicably ſettled in 224 

tences by Commiſſaries duely authorized; but by _ 
r rag ning" of | 

_ rreaty. 2009 9D1 045307 n een 2d Gil + 
VI. MWbat che oppoſition wanted: inſtrength; ic 

endeavouredsto.:make: up with ſpirit and perſeue- | 
trance. Every miniſterial motion and moaſure was : 
canvalled; ſifted;'and decried with uncommon art 
_ andwivacity > but all this dacrievavatied> again robe 

ſingle article of ſupexior numbers; ; and accatdiogly „ 
this was the ſource of certain triumph in all de- 8 | 

| bares in which the ſervants ob the crown were united. 

Tue nation: had reaſan to enpoct an immediate mi- 

tigation in the 2 of r — xpence, conſider- 

ing the number of troops and hi War 
cer .. * * 


5 “. 1 de 1 2 
PP 


7 

KV 

te 

0 

* 2 
=o 


— — — 


1 DDr . 
n ary 9 * rr — — 


— — —— POL gg 


8 


„ 


Ws 
— — 


— > 
—— — 


2242 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

n O ok had been reduced at the ratiſication of the 
II. dut they were diſagreeably- undeceived in Ah 
— themſelves! again loaded with very extraordinary 
* impoſitions, y the payment of a vaſt debt which 
government had contracted in the courſe of the war, 
notwithſtanding the incredible aids granted by Par- 
liament. The committee of ſupply eſtabliſhed four 
points of conſideration, in their deliberations con- 
 "ceralng the ſums neceſſary to be raiſed; namely, 
for fulfilling the engagements which the Parliament 
had entered into with his Majeſty, and the ſervices 
undertaken for the ſucceſs of the war; for diſcharging 
debts contracted by government; for making good 
deficiencies ; and for defraying the current expence 
of the year. It appeared, that the nation owed 
— ö er unds to the Elector of 
Bavaria; above thiry thouſand to the Duke of 
Brunſwick ; the like ſum to the Landgrave of Heſſe- 
5 Caſſel; and near nine thouſand pounds to the Elec- 
tor of Mentz. The Queen of Hungary claimed an 
atreat of one hundred thouſand pounds. The city 
of Glaſgow, in \North+Britain, ee a petition, 
praying to be reimburſed the ſum of ten thouſand 
pounds, extorted from that corporation by the ſon 


- of the Pretender, during the rebellion. One hun- 


dted and twelve thouſand pounds were owing to the 
* in Noith- America and the Eaſt- Indies; be. 
ſides near half a million due on extraordinary ex- 


pence incurred by the land · forces in America, Flan- 


ders, and North Britain, by the office of -Ordnance, 


and other ſervices of the laſt year, to which che par- | 


namentary proviſion did not extend. The remain- 

ag debt the -Ordnance amounted to above two 

18 hundred and thirty thouſand pounds: but the navy- 

5 dills could not be diſcharged for leſs than four mil- 

| lions. An addition of two millions three hundred 

and 55 hundred thirty-three 

pounds fifteen ſhillings mer of he year; was alſo re- 

b. ſor the _—_— ſervice In » 
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| word, the whole annual ſupply exceeded eight mil c . A r. 


lions ſterling—a ſum at which the whole nation ex- 
preſſed equal aſtoniſhment and diſguſt. It was 
charged upon the duties on malt, mum, cyder, and 


perry, the land-tax at four thillings in the pound, 


annuities on the ſinking- fund, an application of one 
million from that depoſit, and a loan of the like 
ſum to be charged on the firſt aids of next ſeſſion. 
The number of ſeamen was reduced to ſeventeen 
thouſand; and that of the land forces to eighteen 
thouſand eight hundred and fifty. ſeven, including 
guards and gatriſonss. 

8 VII. Every article of expence, however, was 
warmly diſputed by the anti- courtiers; eſpecially 


the demand of the Queen of Hungary, which was 


deemed: unreaſonably exorbitant and rapacious, con- 


ſidering the ſeas of blood which we had ſhed, and 


the immenſity of treaſure we had exhauſted for her 
benefit: and ſurely the —_— of 'this nation had 

ſome reaſon to complain of an indulgence: of this 
nature, granted to a power which they had literally 
ſnatched from the brink of ruin—a- power whoſe 
quarrel they had eſpouſed with a degree of enthu- 
ſiaſm that did much more honour to their gallantry 
than to their diſcretion—a power that kept aloof, 
with a ſtatelineſs of pride peculiar to herſelf and fa- 
mily, and beheld her Britiſh auxiliaries fighting her 
battles at their own expence ; while ſhe ſquandered 


% © 


away, in the idle pageantry of barbarous magnifi- 


cence, thoſe ample ſubſidies which they advanced in 


order to maintain her armies, and furniſh: out her 
proportion of the war. The leaders of the oppoſition 
neglected no 2 of embittering the triumphs 
of their adve 

travagance of granting ſixteen thouſand pounds for 
the pay of general and ſtaff officers, during a peace 
that required no ſuch eſtabliſhment, eſpecially at a 
juncture when the national incumbrances rendered 


rſaries: they inveighed againſt the ex- 
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city of Glaſgow, to be indemnified-for-the extraot- 
dinary exaction it under went ftom the rebels, though 
it appeared, | from unqueſtionable evidence, that 
this extraordinary: contribution was exacted on ac- 
count of that city's peculiar attachment to the 
reigning family: that it had always invariably' ad- 
hered to Revolution principles; and, with an un- 
equalled: ſpirit of loyalty and zeal for the ꝓrote ſtant 
ſucceſſion, diſtinguiſned atſelf) both hs u en 


preceding rebellion 


VIII. But the moſt . 8 — ob: cer- 
tain regulations vhich the miniftry wanted to eſta- 
bliſh-in two bills, relating to the ſea and land ſervice. 


The firſt, under the titile of a bill ſor amending, 


explaining, and redueing into one act of Parliament 
the laws relating to the navy, was calculated ſolely 
with a view of ſubjecting half- pay officers to mar- 
tial law—a deſign which not only furniſned the 


oppoſition with a plauſible handle for accuſing the 


miniſters, as intending to encroach upon the con- 
ſtitution, in order to extend the influence of the 
Crown; but alſo al armed the ſea-officers to ſuch a 
degree, that they aſſembled to a conſiderable num- 


der, with a vie to deliberate upon the proper 


means of deſending their privileges and liberties 
from /1nvaſion. The - refult of their conſultations 
was a petition to the Houſe of Commons, ſubſcribed 
by three Admirals and forty- ſeven Captains, not 
members of Parliament, repteſenting, That the bill 
in agitation contained ſeveral clauſes, tending to the 
injury and diſnonour of all naval officets, as well as 
to the detriment of his Majeſty's ſervice; and that 


the laws already in force had been always found 


effetual-for ſecuring the ſervice of offices on half. 
pay upon the moſt pteſſing occaſions: they, there. 
fore, hoped, that they ſhould not be ſubjected to 
new hard ſhips and diſcouragements; and begged to 
as n bs their nt oO: 9 3 
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they apprehended would be injurious to themſelves 
and the other officers of his Majeſty's navy. This 


| petition was preſented to the Houſe by Sir John 


Norris, and the mation for its being read was ſe- 


conded by Sir Peter Warren, whoſe character was 


univerſally eſteemed and beloved in the nation. 


the whole Houſe, touching ſueh parts of the bill asc HR 


= 


I, * 


This meaſure had like to have produced very ſerious 


canſrquences. Many commanders and ſubalterns 
had repaired to the Admiralty, and threatened, in 
plain terms, to throw up their commiſſions in caſe 
the bill ſhould paſs into a law; and a general fer- 


ment was begun among all the ſubordinate members 


of the navy. A motion was made, That the peti- 


tioners, according to their requeſt, ſhould be beard 
by their counſel ; and this propoſal. was ſtrongly 


urged by the firſt orators of the anti-miniſterial 


aſſociation; but the miniſter, confiding in his own 


ſtrength, reinforced by the abilities of Mr. Pitt, 


Mr. Licttelton, and Mr. Fox the Secretary at War, 


ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the motion, which, upon a di- 
viſion, was thrown out by a great majority. The 


ſeveral articles of the bill were afterwards ſeparately 
_ debated with great warmth; and though Mr. Pel- 
bam had, with the moſt diſintereſted air of candour, 


repeatedly declared that he required no ſupport, even 
from his own adherents, but that which might ariſe 


from reaſon unreſtrained, and full conviction, he, 


on this occaſion, reaped all the fruit from their zeal 


and attachment which could be expected from the 


moſt implicit complaiſance. Some plauſible amend- 
ments of the-moſt exceptionable clauſes were offcred, 


particularly of that which impoſed an oath upon the 


members of every court- martial, that they ſhould 
not, on any account, diſcloſe the opinions or tranſ- 


actions of any ſuch tribunal, This was conſidered 


as a ſanction, under which any court - martial might 


commit the moſt flagrant acts of injuſtice and op- 
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preſſion, which even Parliament itſelf could not 
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1 0 &Kredreſs, becauſe it would be impoſſible to aſcertain 


III. 


1748. 


the truth, eternally ſealed up by this abſurd obli- 
gation: The amendment propoſed was, that the 


D 1 
member of a court martial might reveal the tranſ- 


ations and opinions of it, in all caſes wherein the 


courts of juſtice, as the law now ſtands, have a right 
to interfere, if required thereto by either Houſe of 


Parliament: a very reaſonable mitigation, which, 
however, was rejected by the majority. Neverthe- | 


leſs, the ſuſpicion of an intended encroachment had 
raiſed ſuch a clamour without doors. and diffuſed 
the odium of this meaſure ſo generally, that the mi- 
niſter thought proper to drop the projected article of 


war, ſubjecting the reformed officers of the navy to 


the joriſdictions of courts-martial; and the bill be- 
ing alſo ſoftented in other particulars, during its 
paſſage through the Upper Houſe, at length received 
the royal aſſent. I; 15 


* 


$1X. The flame which this act had kindled, 


was rather increaſed than abated on the appearance 


_ peared a graduval ſpirit of encroachment, almoſt im- 


_ veſted in any commander in chief, to reviſe and 


of a new mutiny- bill replete with divers innovations, 


tending to augment the influence of the. Crown, as 


well as the authority and power of a military ju- 


riſdiction. All the articles of war eſtabliſhed fince 


the reign of Charles the Second, were ſubmitted to 


the inſpection of the Commons; and in theſe ap- 


1 deviating from the civil ioſtitures of the 


ngliſh conſtitution, towards the eſtabliſhment of a 


military dominion. By this new bill a power was 


correct any legal ſentence of a court- martial, by 


which the members of ſuch a court, correſponding 
with the nature of a civil jury, were rendered abſo- 
lutely uſeleſs, and the commander in a great mea- 


ſute abſolute; for he had not only the power of ſum- 
moning-ſuch officers as he might chooſe to ſit on 
any trial, a prerogative unknown to any civil court 


of judicature; but he was alſo at liberty to gps 
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and alter the ſentence; ſo that a man was ſubject toe n Ax. 
two trials for the ſame offence,” and the commander . 
in chief was judge both of the guilt and the puniſp- 25 
ment. By the final clauſe of this bill, martial laß 
was extended to all officers on half pay; and the 
ſame arguments which had been urged againſt this 
article in the navy bill, were now repeated and re- 
inforced with redoubled fervour. Many reaſons were 
offered to prove that the half-pay was allotted as a 
recompence for paſt ſervice; and the opponents of 
the bill affirmed,” that ſuch an article, by augment- 
ing the dependents of the Crown, might be very 
dangerous to the conſtitution. ' On the other hand, 
the partiſans of the miniſtry aſſerted, that the half- 
pay was granted as a retaining fee; and that ori- 
ginally all thoſe who enjoyed this indulgence were 
deemed to be in actual ſervice,” conſequently ſub- 
jet to martial law, Mr. Pitt, who at this time 
exerciſed the office of Paymaſter General with a 
rigour of integrity unknown to the moſt diſintereſted 
of all his predeceſſors in that department, eſpouſed 
the clauſe in diſpute, as a neceſſary extenſion of mi- 
litary diſcipline, which could never be attended with / e 
any bad conſequence to the liberty of the nation. 
The remarks which he made on this occaſion, im- 
plied an opinion that our liberties wholly exiſted in j 
dependence upon the direction of the Sovereign, and . 
the virtue of the army. To that virtue (ſaid he) | ji 
_ « we truſt even at this hour, ſmall as our army is— | 
to that virtue we muſt have truſted, had this bill 
© been modelled as its warmeſt oppoſers could have 
« wiſhed ;' and without this virtue, ſhould the Lords, 
« the Commons, and the People of England en- 
« trench theinſelves behind parchment up to the 
<©< teeth, the ſword will find a paſſage to the vitals of 
e the conſtitution.” All the diſputed articles of the 
bill being ſuſtained on the ſhoulders of a great ma- 
Jority, it was conveyed to the Upper Houſe, where 
ic excited another violent conteſt. Upon the queſ 
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tion whether officers-on half pay had not been ſub- 
ject to Martial law, the judges were conſulted and 
divided in their ſentiments. The Earl of Bath de- 
© * clared/;bis- opinion, that martial law did not extend 
to tefotmed officers : and opened all the ſluices of 
his ancient eloquence. He admitted a caſe which 
was urged, of ſeven officers on half- pay, who, being 
taken in actual tebellion at Preſton, in the year 
1715, had been executed on the ſpot by martial law, 
ih. conſequence. of the King's expreſs order, He. 
candidly; owned, that he himſelf, was Secretary at 
War at that period; that he had approved of this 
order, and even tranſmitted it to General Carpen- 
ter, Who commanded at Preſton; but now his opi- 
nion was entirely changed. He obſerved, that when 
the forementioned rebellion firſt broke out, the 
Houſe. preſented an addreſs to the King, deſiting 
his Majeſty would be pleaſed to employ all half- pay 
officers, and gratiſy them with whole pay; and, in- 
deed, all ſuch officers were voted on whole pay, by 
the Houſe of Commons. They were afterwards 
apptiſed of this vote, by an advertiſement in the 
Gazette, and ordered to hold themſelves in readi- 
neſs to repair to ſuch places as ſhould be appointed; 
and finally commanded to repair by ſuch a day to 
thoſe places, on pain of being ſtruck off the half- 
pay liſt. Theſe precautions would have been un- 
neceſſary, had they been deemed ſubject to martial 
law; and the penalty for non- obedience would not 
have been merely a privation of their penſions, but 
they would have fallen under the puniſhment of 
death, as defertets from the ſervice, His Lordſhip 
diſtinguiſhed, with great - propriety. and preciſion, 
between a ſtep which had been; precipitately taken in 
a violent criſis; when the publick was heated with 
apprehenſion and reſentment, and a ſolemn law 
concerted at leiſure, during the moſt profound tran- 
quillity. Notwithſtanding the ſpirited oppoſition of 
this nobleman, and ſome attempts to inſert additional 
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4% imamaliately after the ried had paſſed 
| the Lower Houſe, another fruitleſs effort was made 
by the oppoſition. The danger of a ſtanding army, 
on whoſe virtue the conſtitution of Great - Britain 
ſeemed to depend, did not fail to alarm the minds 
of many who were zealouſly attached to the liberties 
of their country, and gave birth to a ſcheme, which, 
if executed, would have enabled the legiſlature to 
eſtabliſh- a militia that muſt have anſwered many 
national purpoſes, and acted as a conſtitutional bul- 
wark againſt the exceſſes and ambition of a military 
ſtanding force, under the immediate influence of 
government. The ſcheme. which patriotiſm con- 
ceived, was, in all probability, adopted by party. A 
bill was brought in, limiting the time beyond which 
no ſoldier, or non - commiſſioned officer, ſhould be $ 
compelled to continue in the ſervice. Had this 
limitation taken place, ſuch a rotation of ſoldiers | 
would have enſued among the common people, that 
in a few years every peaſant, labourer, and inferior 
tradeſman in the kingdom would have underſtood 
the exerciſe of arms: and perhaps the people in ge- 
neral would have concluded that a ſtanding army 
was altogether unneceſſary. A project of this na- 
ture could nor, for obvious reaſons, be agreeable to 
the adminiſtration, and therefore the bill was ren- 
dered abortive; for, after. having been twice tead, 
it was poſtponed from time to time, till the Palia- 
ment was prorogued, and never appeared in tbe 
ſequel. Such were the chief ſubje&ts of debate be- 
tween the miniſtry and the oppoſition, compoſed, 
as we have already obſerved, of the Prince's ſer- 
vants and the remains, of the country party, this laſt 
being headed by Lord Strange, ſon of the Earl of 
Derby, and Sir Francis Daſhwood ; the former, a 
| 5 of — abilities, keen, penetra- 
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BOOK ting, eloquent, and ſagacious; the other frank, ſpi- | 
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$ Xl. It muſt be owned, however, for the ho- 
nour of the miniſtry, that, if they carried a few un- 
popular meaſures with a high hand; they ſeemed 
earneſtly defirous of making amends to the nation, 
by promoting divers regulations for the benefit and 
improvement of commerce, which actually took + 
place in the enſuing ſeſſion of Parliament. One of 
the principal objects of this nature which fell under 
theircognizance, was the trade to the coaſt of Guinea; 
a very important branch of traffick, whether conſi- 
dered as a market for Britiſh manufactures, or as 
the ſource that ſupplied the Engliſh plantations with 
negroes. This was originally monopoliſed by a2 
joint-ſtock company, which had from time to time 
derived conſiderable ſums from the legiſlature, for 
enabling them the better to ſupport certain forts or 
caſties on the coaſt of Africa, to facilitate the com- 
merce and protect the merchants. In the ſequel, 
however, the excluſive privilege having been judged: 
prejudicial to the national trade, the coaſt was laid 
open to all Britiſh ſubjecis indiſcriminately, on con- 
dition of their paying a certain duty towards defray- 
ing the expence of the forts and factories. This 
expedient did not anſwer the -purpoſes for which it 
had been contrived. The ſeparate traders, inſtead 
of receiving, any benefit from the protection of the 
company, induſtriouſly avoided: their caſtles; as the 
receptacles of | tyranny and -oppreſſion, The com- 
pany, whether from the miſconduct or knavery of 
their directors, contracted ſuch a load of debts as 
their ſtock was unable to diſcharge, They ſeemed. . 
to neglect the traffick, and allowed the caſtles to 
decay. In a word, their credit being exhauſted, 
and their creditors growing clamorous, they pre- 
ſented a petition to the Houſe of Commons, diſ- 
cloſing their diſtreſſes, and imploring ſuch aſſiſtance 
as ſhould enable them not only to pay their — 
* A444 | | 8 ur 
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but alſo to maintain theforts in a defenſible condition. a 3 F. 
This petition, recommended to the Houſe in a meſ 
ſage from his Majeſty, was corroborated by another 2768. 
in behalf of the company's creditors, Divers -mer= 
chants of London, intereſted in the trade to Afrita 
and the Britiſh plantations in America, petitioned. 
the Houſe, that, as the African trade was of the ut-' |! 
moſt importance to the nation, and could not be it 
ſupported without forts and ſettlements, ſomeeffecs- } 
tual means ſnhould be ſpeedily taken for protecting = 
and extending this valuable branch of commerce. i 
A fourth was offered by the merchants of Liverpool, | 1 
repreſenting that the ſecurity and protection of the ä 
trade to Africa mult always principally depend upon 
his Majeſty's ſhips of war being properly ſtationed | ; 
on that coaſt, and ſeaſonably relieved ; and that ſuch FT 
forts and ſettlements as might be judged neceſſary 
for marks of ſovereignty and poſſeſſion, would prove 
a nuiſance and a burthen to the trade, ſhould they 
remain in the hands of any joint-ſtock company, 
whoſe private intereſt always had been, and ever 
would be, found incompatible with the intereſt of 
the ſeparate and open trader. They therefore pray; 
ed, that the ſaid forts might either be taken into his | I 
Majeſty's immediate poſſeſſion, and ſupported by - : 
the publick, or committed to the merchants trading 1 
on that coaſt, in ſuch a manner as the Houſe ſhould ; 
judge expedient, without veſting in them any other 
advantage, or right to the commerce, but what ſhould 
be common to all his Majeſty's ſubjects. This 
remonſtrance was ſucceeded'by another, to the ſame 
effect, from the maſter, wardens, aſſiſtants, and 
commonalty of the ſociety of merchant adventurers  /- 
within the city of Briſtol. All theſe petitions were 
referred to a committee appointed to deliberate on 
this ſubject; who agreed to certain reſolutions, im- 
plying, That the trade to Africa ſhould be free and 
open; That the Britiſh forts and ſertlements on that 
coaſt ought to be maintained, and put under proper 
ee . dLirection; 
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Book direction; and, That, in order to carry on the Afti- 
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1748. * 


can trade in the moſt: beneficial manner to theſe 
, kingdoms, all the Britiſh ſubjedts trading to Africa 
ſhould be united in one open company, without 


any joint ſtock, or power to trade as a corporation. 


A bill was immediately founded on theſe teſolutions, 
which alarmed the company to ſuch a degree, that 
they had recourſe to another petition, demonſtrating 
their right to the coalt of Africa, and expreſſing 
their reliance on the juſtice of the Houſe, that they 


| ſhould not be deprived of their properiy without an 
adequate conſideration. In a few days a ſecond ad- 


dre(s was offered by their creditors, complaining of 


the Company's miſmanagement, ptomiſing to ſur- 
render their right, as the wiſdom” of Parliament 


ſhould preſcribe; praying that their debts might be 


enquired into; and that the equivalent to be granted 


for the Company's poſſeſſions might be ſecured and 


applied, in che firſt place, for their benefit. The 
Commons, in conſeqvence of this petition, ordered 


the Company to produce a liſt of their debts, to- 
gether with a copy of their charter, and two remon- 


ſtrances, which their creditors had preſented to them 


before this applicazion to Parliament. A committee 


of che while Houſe, having deliberated on theſe 
papers; and. (petitions, and heard the company by 
their counſel, reſolved to give them a reaſonable 
' *compenſation for their charter; lands,, forrs, ſettle- 


_ ments,: ſlaves, and effects, to be, in the firſt place, 


applied towards the payment of their creditors. A 
bill being formed accordingly, paſſed the Commons, 
and was conveyed to the Upper Houſe, where a 
great many objections were ſtarted ; and for the 


preſent. it was dropped, until a more unexception- 


able plan ſhould be concerted. In the mean time 
their Lordſhips addreſſed his Majeſty, That the 
Lords Commiſſioners for trade and plantations might 
be dire Sed to prepare. a ſcheme on this ſubject, to 


be laid before both Houſes of Parliament at the be- : 


gianjng 
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5 3 next ſefſion;; That inſtant orders ſhould © Nen 
de given ſor preſerving and ſecuring the forts and 
ſettlements on the coaſt! of Guinea helonging to „ 
Great · Britain 3 and, That proper perſons ſhould be 
appointed: to examine into the condigign of thoſe 
forts, as well as of the military ſtores, Haves, and 
veſſels belonging to the African company, ſo as to 
make a ſaĩthſul report of cheſe particulars, with all 
poſſible expedition. ein gk e eben hes 

S XII. The: miniſtry having profeſſed an als 

tion, and indeed ſhown a diſpoſition, to promote 

and extend, the commeteco of the kingdom, che 
Cammons teſolved to take ſotne ſteps for: encoura- 
ging the white fiſhery along the northern coaſt of the 
iflandy which is an inex ble ſourec of Wealth to 
our induſtrious neighbours: Dutch, who employ 5 
annually. a great number of hands andwſels in tis 
branch oſ commerce. The ſenſible part of the Bri- 
tiſu people, reflecting on this ſubject, plainly fore- 
ſaw that a fiſurry undet dbe regulations, undertaken | 
with the protection and encouragement of the legiſ- 25 
tature, would not only prove a fund of national 
riches, andi a nurſery of ſeamen; but likewiſe, in a 
great meaſure, prevent any future inſurrections in 

the Highlands of Scotland, by diffuſing a ſpirit of 
Induſtry among the natives 6f that country, who 
finding it in their power to become independent, on 

the fruits of their dn labour, would ſoon infranchiſe 
themſelves from that iflaviſh-attachment, by which 

they bad been ſo long connected with their landlords 

and chieftains; Accordingly, a committee was ap- 
pointed to deliberate on the ſtate of the Britiſh 
fiſhery; and upon their report a bill was founded for 
encouraging the whale fiſhery on the coaſt of Spitſ- 
bergen, by a bounty of forty ſhillings per ton for- 

every ſnip equipped for that undertaking. The 
bill having made its way through both Houſes, and 
obtained the royal aſſent, the merchants in different 
. . 8 particularly 1 in North-Britain, 

began 


384 | 
3 O o k. began to build and fit out ſnhips of great burthen, 

and -peculiar ſtructure, for the purpoſes of that 

fiſhery; Which ever ſince hath been carried on with 
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equal * and ſucceſs. Divers merchants and 
traders of 


that would accrue to the community from a herring 


and cod fiſhery, | eſtabliſhed on proper principles, 
and carried on with ſkill and integrity, this remon- 


ſtrance was referred to a committee. _ whoſe re- 
ſolutions a bill was formed; but, before this could 


be diſcuſſed in the Houſe, the Parliament was pro- 
rogued, and of conſequence this meaſure proved 


abortive. 


S XIII. The next regulation propoſed in favour of 
trade, was that of laying open the commerce of 


5 Hudſon's-· Bay, in the moſt northern parts of Ame- 


rica, where a ſmall monopoly maintained a few 
forts and ſettlements, and proſecuted a very advan- 
tageous fur-trade with the Indians of that continent. 


It was ſuggeſted, that the company had long ago 
_ enriched themſelves by their excluſive: privilege ; 
that they employed no more than four annual ſhips; 


that, contrary to an expreſs injunction in their charter, 


they diſcouraged. all attempts to diſcover a. north- 


weſt paſſage to the Eaſt- Indies ; that they dealt 


cruelly and perfidiouſly with the poor Indians, who 


never traded with them, except when compelled. by 
neceſſity, ſo that the beſt of the fur: trade had 
devolved to the enemies of Great Britain; and that 


their excluſive patent reſtricted to'very.narrow limits 


a branch of commerce, which might be cultivated 


to a prodigious extent, as well as to the infinite ad- 


vantage of Great - Britain. Petitions, that the trade 


of Hudſon's Bay might be laid open, were pre- 
ſented to the Houſe by the merchants of London, 


Great Yarmouth, and Wolverhampton; and a 


committee was appointed to deliberate upon this 


| ſubje&. On the other hand, the company exerted 


themſclves 


London having preſented: to the Houſe 
of Commons a petition, repreſenting: the benefits 
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ns in petitions and private applications for-C H Ss - 
their own preſervation. The committee examined. 
many papers and records z and the report was taken mo | 
into conſideration by the whole Houſe. © Many 
evidences: were interrogated, and elaborate ſpeeches 
made, on both ſid NES queſtion) At length the 
majority ſeemed ſatisfied an: the traffick on tile 
coaſt of Hudſon's-Bay could not be preſerved with- 25 
out forts and ſettlements,” which muſt be maintained a 
either by an excluſive company, or at the publick 
expence; and, as this was not judged a proper (| 
Joncture to encumber the nation with any charge of 7 I 
that kind, the deſign of diſſolving the r N ws 
laid aſide till a more favourable. opportunity. 

8 XIV. The government had, during the or, 
nad great difficulty in preſſing men for the ſervice 
ol the navy—a practice, which, however ſanctioned 
by neceſſity, is nevertheleſs a flagrant encroachment - 
on the liberty of the ſubject, and a violent outrage 
. againſt the conſtitution of Great. Britain. The mi- 
niſtty, therefore, had employed ſome of their agents 
to form a ſcheme for retaining in time of peace, 

by means of a certain allowance, a number of ſea- 
men, who ſhould be regiſtered for the purpoſe, and 
be ready to man a ſquadron upon any emergency. 
Such a plan, properly regulated, would have been 
- great advantage to commerce, which is always 
diſtreſſed by the practice of preſſing ſeamen; and, 
at the ſame time, a great ſecurity to the kingdom 
in dangerous conjunctures, when it may be neceſſary 
to equip an armament at à minute's warning. The 
HFHouſe of Commons being moved upon this ſubject, 
agreed to divers reſolutions, as a foundation for the 
1 bill but the members in the oppoſition affecting to 
repreſent: this meaſure in an odious light, as an 
imitation of the French method of regiſtering ſea- 
men without their own conſent, Mr. Pelham drop- 
. ped ih as an e W 
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2 K 8 xv. Information having been received, that 
the French intended to ſettle: the neutral iſlands of | 
St. Lucia, Dominica, St. Vincent, and Tobago in 
the Weſt-Indies, the nation had taken the alarm in 
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laſt paſt, ſo far as they related to theſe neutral iflands : 


ia which: his Majeſty ſignified/ his hope, that the 
Parliament, at their next meeting, would be able 
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the beginning of the year; and a motion was made 
in the Houſe of D to addreſs his Majeſty. 


that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions 


for lay ing befote the Houſe copies of the inſtructions 
given to the governors of Barbadoes for ten years 


but hether the miniſter was conſcious of a neglect 


in this particular, or thought ſuch enquiries trenched 


upon the prerogative, he oppoſed the motion with 


all his might; and, after ſome debate, the previous 


queſtion paſſed in the negative. This was alſo the 


fate of another motion made by the Earl of Et for 


an addreſs. entreating his Majeſty: would ſubmit to 


the inſpection of the Houſe all the propoſals of 


peace that had been made by the French King ſince 


the year which preceded the laſt rebellion, to that 
in which the definitive treaty was concluded at Aix- 
la-Chapelle. This they propoſed as à previous ſtep 
to the Parliament's forming any opinion concerning 
the utility or neceſſity of the peace which had been 
eſtabliſned. Violent debates enſued, in which the 
oppoſition was as much excelled in oratory as out- 


numbered in votes. Such were the material tranſ- 
actions of this ſeſſion, which in the month of June 
ns cloſed as uſual with a ſpeech from the throne ; 


to perfect what they had now begun for advancing 
the trade and navigation of the kingdom. He like - 
- wiſe expreſſed his ſatisfattion at ſecing-publick credit 
- flouriſh at the end of an expenſive war; and recom- 


mended unanimity, as the ang ger of national 
_ ſecurity: - | 


XVI. While che e * ee e e 


exhibited all the n ſigus * moderation and 


1 3 


5 


r e t n 


of jealouſy and reſentment, which ſeems to have 
been childiſh and illiberal. Two or three young 
riotous ſtudents at Oxford, trained up in prejudice, 
and heated with intemperance, utterred ſome expreſ- 
ſions over their cups, implying their attachment to 
the family of the pretender. The report of this 


indiſeretion was induſtriouſly circulated by certain 


worthleſs individuals, who, having no reliance on 
their own intrinſick merit, hoped to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves as the tools of party, and to obtain favour 
with the miniſtry by acting as voluntiers in the in- 
famous practice of information. Though neither 
their age, rank, nor connexions of the delinquents 
were ſuch as ought to have attracted the notice of 
the publick, the Vice-Chancellor, heads of houſes 
and proctors of the univerſity, knowing the invi- 
dious ſcrutiny to which their conduct was ſubjected, 
thought proper to publiſh a declaration, ſigniſying 
their abhorrence of all ſeditious practices, their de- 
termined reſolution to puniſh all offenders to the 


vtmoſt ſeverity and rigour of the ſtatutes; and con- 


raining peremptory orders for the regulation of the 


univerſity. Notwithſtanding theſe wife and falutary 


precautions, the three boys; who in the heat of their 
_ intoxication, had drunk the Pretender's health, 
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were taken into cuſtody by a meſſenger of State; 


and two of them being tried in the court of King's - 
Bench, and found guilty, were ſentenced to walk 
through the courts of Weſtminſter, with a ſpecifica- 


tion of their crime fixed to their forcheads ; to pay 
a fine of five nobles each; to be impriſoned for two 


years, and find ſecurity for their good behaviour 


for the term of ſeven years after their enlargement. 


Many people thought they ſaw the proceedings of 
the Ader revived in the ſeverity of this 
puniſhment. The adminiſtration, not yet ſatisfied 
with the vengeance which had been taken on theſe 
ree ſtriplings, ſeemed determined to ſtigmatize 
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Jacobitiſm was loudly trumpeted againſt the whole 
community. The addreſs of the univerſity, congra- 
tulating his Majeſty on the eſtabliſhment of the peace 
was rejected with diſdain, and an attempt was made 


to ſubject their ſtatutes to the inſpection of the 


King's couneil; but this rule, being argued in the 


court of King's- Bench, was diſmiſſed, in conſe- 


quence of the opinions given by the judges. Finally, 


the ſame tribunal granted an information againſt 


Dr. Purnel, the Vice-Chancellor, for his behaviour 


in the caſe of the rioters above-mentioned : but this 


was countermanded in the ſequel, his conduct ap- 
pearing unexceptionable upon a more cool and im- 
partial enquiry, i 

XVII. In proportion as Oxford declined, her 


ſiſter univerſity roſe in the favour of the adminiſtra- 


tion, which ſhe at this period cultivated by an ex- 


traordinary mark of compliance and attachment. 


The dignity of Chancellor of the univerſity being 
vacated by the death of the Duke of Somerſet, the 
nation in general ſeemed to think it would naturally 
de volve upon the Prince of Wales, as a compliment 
at all times due to that rank; but more eſpecially 


to the then heir apparent, who had eminently diſtin- 
2 himſelf by the virtues of a patriot and a 


rince. He had even pleaſed himſelf with the hope 
of receiving this mark of attachment from a ſeminary 
for which he entertained a particular regard. Bur 


the ruling members, ſeeing no immediate proſpect 
of advantage in glorifying even a Prince, who was 


at variance with the miniſtry, wiſely. turned their 
eyes upon the illuſtrious character of the Duke of 


| Newcaſtle, whom they elected without oppoſition, 


and inſtalled with great magnificence ; learning, 
poety, and eloquence, joining their efforts in ce- 
lebrating the ſhining virtues and extraordinary talents 
of their new patron. 1 8045 


* 
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XVIII. Although oppoſition lay gaſping at © the© * . 


ſeet of power in the Houſe of Commons, the people 
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of England did not yet implicitly approve all the 174% 


meaſures of the adminiſtration; and the dregs of 
faction, ſtill agitated by an internal ferment, threw 
up ſome ineffectual bubbles in different parts of the 


kingdom. Some of thoſe who made no ſecret of 


their diſaffection to the reigning family determined 
to manifeſt their reſentment and contempt of cer- 
tain noblemen, and others, who were ſaid to have 
abandoned their ancient principles, and to have 
ſacrificed their conſciences to their intereſt. Many 


individuals, animated by the fumes of inebriation, 


now loudly extolled that cauſe which they durſt not 
avow when it required their open approbation and 


aſſiſtance; and, though they induſtriouſly avoided” 
expoſing their lives and fortunes to the chance f 


war in promoting their favourite intereſt when there 


was a poſſibility of ſucceſs, they betrayed no appre- 
henſion in celebrating the memory of its laſt effort, 
amidſt the tumult of a riot, and the clamours of 


intemperance. In the neighbourhood of Lichfield 
the ſportſmen of the party appeared in the Highland 


taſte of variegated drapery ; and their zeal deſcend- 
ing to a very extraordinary exhibition of practical 
_ ridicule, they hunted, with hounds clothed in plaid, - 


a fox dreſſed in a red uniform. Even the females 
at their aſſembly, and the gentlemen at the races, 


affected to wear the checquered ſtuff by which the 
Prince Pretender and his followers had been diſtin- 


_—_— Divers noblemen on the courſe were inn | 


ulred as apoſtates; and one perſonage, of high - 
rank, is ſaid to have undergone a very n Rc . 


flagellation. 


XIX. As the publick generally ſuffers at the 
end of a war, by the ſudden diſmiſſion of a great 
number of ſoldiers and ſeamen, who, having con- 
trated a habit of idleneſs, and finding themſelves ' 


bona. employment and the means of ſubſiſtance, 
8 2 TIER engage 
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community, it was judged expedient to provide an 
opening, through which theſe unquiet ſpirits might 
exhale without damage to the commonwealth. The 


moſt natural was that of encouraging them to be- 
come members of a new colony in North America, 


which, by being properly regulated, ſupported, 


and improved, might be the ſource of great advan- 
tages to its mother country. Many diſputes had 


ariſen between the ſubjects of England and France, 
concerning the limits of Nova-Scotia, which no 
treaty had as yet properly aſcertained. A fort had 
been raiſed, and a ſmall garriſon maintained, by the 
King of Great-Britain, at a part of this very country, 
called Annapolis-Royal, to over-awe the French 
neutrals ſettled in the neighbourhood : but this did 
not anſwer the purpoſe for which it was intended. 


Upon every rupture or diſpure between the two 


crowns, theſe planters, forgetting their neutrality, 
intrigued with the Indians, communicated intelli- 
gence to their own countrymen, ſettled at St. John's 
and Cape Breton, and did all the ill offices their 
hatred could ſuggeſt againſt the-colonies and ſubjects 
of Great-Britain. A ſcheme was now formed for 
making a new eſtabliſhment on the ſame peninſula, 


which ſhould further confirm and extend the pro- 


perty and dominion of the Crown of  Great-Britain 
in that large tract of country, clear the uncultivated 


grounds, conſtitute communities, diffuſe the bene- 


fits of population and agriculture, and imptove the 


fiſhery of that coaſt, which might be rendered a new 


ſource of wealth and commerce to Old England. 


I be particulars of the plan being duly conſidered, 


it was laid before his Majeſty, who approved of the 
deſign, and referred the execution of it to the board 
of trade and plantations, over which the Earl of 


Hallifax preſided. This nobleman, endued 


by 
nature with an excellent capacity, which had been 
- diligently and judiciouſly cultivated, animated with 


liberal 
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liberal ſentiments, and fired with an eager ſpirit of CHAP, 
patriotiſm, adopted the plan with the moſt gene- 
rous ardour, and cheriſhed the infant colony with , 
paternal affection. The commiſſioners for trade. 
and plantations immediately advertiſed, under the 5 
ſanction of his Majeſty's authority, That proper | 
encouragement would be given to ſuch of the 
officers and private men, lately diſmiſſed from the * 
land and ſea fervice, as were willing to ſettle with 
or without families, in the province of Nova-Scotia: NED pe 
That the fee-ſimple, or perpetual property, of fifty e 
acres of land ſhould be granted to every private i 

ſoldier or ſeaman, free from the payment of any NE 
quit- rents or taxes, for the term of ten years; | . 
at the expiration of which no perſon ſhould pay 
more than one ſhilling per annum for every fifty 
acres ſo granted: That, over and above theſe fifty, 
each perſon ſhould receive a grant of ten acres for 
every individual, including women and children, 
of which his family ſhould. conſiſt : That further DEE, 
grants ſhould be made to them as the number ſhould * e 
increaſe, and in proportion as they ſhould manifeſt 
their abilities in agriculture: That every officer, 
under the rank of enſign in the land- ſervice, or 
lieutenant in the navy, ſhould be gratified with fours  -—- 
ſcore acres on the ſame conditions: That two hun- 7 
dred acres ſhould be beſtowed upon enfigns, three 
hundred upon lieutenants, four hundred upon cap- 
tains, and ſix hundred on every officer above that 
degree, with proportionable conſiderations for the 
number and increaſe of every family: That the lands 
ſnould be parcelled out as ſoon as poſſible after the 
arrival of the coloniſts, and a civil government 
eſtabliſhed; by virtue of which they ſhould enjoy 
all the liberties and privileges of Britiſh ſubjefts, 
with proper ſecurity and protection: That the 
ſettlers, with their families, ſhould be conveyed ro. 
Nova-Scotia, and maintained for twelve months 
after theit arrival at the expence of the government; 815 
| 8 3 Which | 
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'B o o K which ſhould alſo ſupply them with arms and am- 


munition, as far as ſhould be judged neceſſary for 
their defence, with proper materials and utenſils for 


on clearing and cultivating their lands, erecting habi- 
tations, exerciſing the fiſhery, and ſuch other pur- 
poſes as ſhould be judged neceſſary for their ſup- 


port. 
XX. The ſcheme was ſo feaſible, and the en- 


couragement ſo inviting, that in a little time about 


four thouſand adventurers, with their families, were 
entered, according to. the directions of the board of 


trade, who in the beginning of May fer fail from 
England, under the command of Colonel Cornwallis, 


whom the King had appointed their governor, and 
towards the latter end of June arrived at the place 


of their deſtination, which was the harbour of Che- 
buctou. on the ſea-coaſt of the peninſula, about 
midway between Cape Cangeau and Cape Sable. 


It is one of the moſt ſecure and commodious havens 


in the whole world, and well ſituated for the fiſhery :- 


yet the climate is cold, the ſoil barren, and the 
- whole country covered wich woods of birch, fir, 
pine, and ſome oak, unfit for the purpoſes of timber 
but at the ſame time extremely difficult to remove 
and extirpate. Governor Cornwallis no ſooner ar- 


rived in this harbour than he was joined by two 


regiments of infantry from Cape Breton, and a 


company of rangers from Annapolis. Then he 


ee, upon a ſpot for the ſettlement, and employed 
is people in clearing the ground for laying the 


foundations of a town; but ſome inconveniencies 
being diſcovered in this ſituation, he choſe another 


to the northward, hard by the harbour, on an eaſy 


aſcent, commanding a proſpect of the whole penin- 


ſola, and well ſupplied with rivulets of freſh and 


wholeſome water. Here he began to build a town: 


on a regular plan, to which he gave the name of 
Hallifax, in honour of the nobleman who had the 


gown ſhare in founding the colony; and before 


the | 
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the approach of winter above three hundred com- AP. 
fortable wooden houſes were built, the whole ſur- I. 
_ rounded by a ſtrong palliſade. This colony, how- 
ever, has by no means anſwered the ſanguine ex- 
pectations of the projectors; for notwithſtanding; 
the ardour with which the intereſts of it were pro- 
moted by its noble patron, and the repeated indul- 
gence it has reaped from the bounty of the legiſla- 
ture, the inhabitants have made little or no progreſs 
in agriculture: the fiſhery is altogether neglected, 
and the ſettlement entirely ſubſiſts on the ſums 
expended by the individuals of the army and navy, 
whoſe duty obliges them to reſide in this part of 
North-America. 6 Og +? | 
XXI. The eſtabliſhment of ſuch a powerful 
colony in Nova-Scotia, could not fail giving um- 
brage to the French in that neighbourhood, who, 
though they did not think proper to promulgate their 
jealouſy and diſguſt, nevertheleſs: employed their 
emiſſaries clandeſtinely in ſtimulating and exciting 
the Indians to harraſs the. Coloniſts with hoſtilities, - 
in ſuch a manner as ſhould effectually hinder them 
from extending their plantations, and perhaps induce / 
them to abandon the ſettlement. Nor was this the 
only part of America in which the French Court 
countenanced ſuch perfidious practices. More-than 
ever convinced of the importance of a conſiderable 
navy, and an extenſive plantation trade, they not 
only exerted uncommon induſtry in re-eſtabliſhing 
their marine, which had ſuffered ſo ſeverely during 
the war; but they reſolved, if poſſible, to extend 
their plantations in the Weſt-Indies, by ſettling the 
neutral iſlands, which we have already mentioned. 
In the beignning of the year the governor of Bar- 
badoes, having received intelligence that the French 
had begun to ſettle the iſland of Tobago, ſent Cap- 
tain Tyrrel thither in a frigate, to learn the parti- 
culars. That officer found above three hundred 
men already landed, ſecured by two batteries and 
| | i ene 
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BOOK two ſhips of war, and in daily expectation of a fup- | 
III. ther reinforcement from the Marquis de Caylus, 
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1248. governor of Martinique ; who had publiſhed an or- 


donnance, authoriſing the ſubjects of the French 
King to ſettle the iſland of Tobago, and promiſing 
to defend them from the attempts.of all their ene- 


mies. This aſſurance was in anſwer to a proclama- 


tion iſſued: by Mr. Grenville, governor of Barba- 
does, and ſtuck up in different parts of the iſland, 


© commanding all the inhabitants to remove, in thirty 


days, on pain of undergoing military execution, 


Captain Tyrrel, with a ſpirit that became a Com- 
mander in the Britiſh navy, gave the French officers 
to underſtand, that his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty had 


no right to ſettle the iſland, which was declared neu- 
tral by treaties ; and that, if they would not deſiſt, 
he ſhould be obliged to employ force in driving 


them from their new ſettlement. Night coming on, + 
and Mr. Tyrrel's ſhip falling to leeward, the French 


Captains ſciſed that opportunity of failing to Mar- 
tinique; and next day the Engliſh Commander re- 


turned to Bardadoes, having no power to commit 
hoſtilities. Theſe tidings, with a copy of the trench 


governor's ordonnance, were no ſooner tranſmitted 
to the miniſtty than they diſpatched a courier to the 


Engliſh Envoy at Paris, with directions to make re- 


preſentations to the Court of Verſailles on this ſubs 


jet+ The miniſtry of France, knowing they were 
1n no condition to ſupport the conſequences of an 
immediate rupture, and underſtanding how much 


the merchants, and people of Great-Britain were 
alarmed and incenſed at their attempts to poſſeſs 
theſe iſlands, thought proper to difown the praceed- 
ings of the Marquis de Caylus, and to grant the 
ſatisfaQtion.that was demanded, by ſending him or- 


ders to diſcontinue the ſettlement, and evacuate the 


iſland of Tobago. At the ſame time, however, that 


the Court of Verſailles made this ſacrifice for the 


farisfaQtion of England, the Marquis de Puyſicus, 


ze % 
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the French miniſter, obſerved to the Engliſh refi-CHAP. 
dent, that France was undoubtedly in poſſeſſion o 
that iſland towards the middle of the laſt century. 743. 
He ought in candour to have added, that although 

Louis XIV. made a conqueſt of this iſland from 
the Hollanders, during his war with that Republick, 
it was reſtored to them by the treaty of Nimeguen; 
and ſince that time France could not have the leaſt 
ſhadow of a claim to number it among her ſettle- 
ments. It was before this anſwer could be obtained 
from the Court of Verſailles that the motion, of 

which we have already taken notice, was made in the 
Houſe of Commons, relating to the ſubject of the 
neutral iſlands ; a motion diſcouraged by the Court, 
and defeated by the majority. | x 

XXII. The peace of Aix la-Chapelle was cele- 
brated by fire-works, illuminations, and rejoicings, 
in which the Engliſh, French, and Dutch ſeemed to 

_ diſplay a ſpirit of emulation, in point of taſte and 

 magnificence ; and, in all probability, theſe three 
Powers were ſincerely pleaſed at the ceſſation of the 
war. England enjoyed a reſpite from intolerable 
ſupplies, exorbitant inſurance, and interrupted com- 
merce: Holland was delivered from the brink of a 

French invaſion; and France had obtained a breath- _ 

Ing time for re-eſtabliſhing her naval power, for 
exerting that ſpirit of intrigue, by dint of which ſhe 
hath often embroiled her neighbours, and for exe- 
cuting plans of inſenſible encroachment, which might 

ove more advantageous than the progreſs of open 

ſtilities. In the affair of Tobago the French King 
had manifeſted his inclination to avoid immediate 
diſputes with England; and had exhibited another 
proof of the ſame diſpoſition in his behaviour to the 

Prince - Pretender, who had excited ſuch a dangerous 
rebellion in the iſland of Great Britain. | 

$ XXUL Among thoſe Princes and Powers who 

_ excepted againſt different articles of the treaty of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, the Cheyalier de St, George, fore- 
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BOOK ſceing that none of the Plenipotentiaries would re- 


ceive his proteſt, employed his agents to fix it up in 
the publick places of Aix-la-Chapelle ; a precaution 
of very little {ervice to his cauſe, which all the States 
of Chriſtendom ſeemed now to have abandoned. 80 
little was the intereſt of his ſamily conſidered in this 


negociation, that the contracdting Powers agreed, 
without reſerve, to a literal inſertion of the fiſth 


article of the quadruple alliance; by which it was 


ſtipulated, that neither the Pretender nor any of his 


deſcendants ſhould: be allowed to reſide within the 
territories belonging to any of the ſubſcribing Par» 


ties. At the ſame time the Plenipotentiaties of 
France promiſed to thoſe of Great Britain, that 


Prince Charles-Edward ſhould be immediately 
| obliged to quit the dominions of his Moſt Chriſ- 
tian Majeſty, Notice of this agreement was ac- 


cordingly given by the Court of Verſailles to the 
young Adventurer; and as he had declared he would 


never return to Italy, Mont. de Courreille, the French 


Envoy to the Cantons of Switzerland, was directed 
by his Sovereign to demand an aſylum for Prince 
Edward in the city of Fribourg. The Regency 
having comphed in this particular with the carneſt 


requeſt of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, Mr. Burnaby, - 


the Britiſh Miniſter. to the Helvetick Body, took 


the alarm, and preſented the Magiftracy of Fribourg 
with a remonſtrance, couched in ſuch terms as gave 
offence to that Regency, and drew upon him a ſevere” 


| anſwer, - In vain had the French King exerted his 


influence in procuring this retreat for the young Pre- 
tender, who, being preſſed with repeated meſſages 
to withdraw, perſiſted in refuſing to quit the place, 


to which he had been ſo cordially invited by his 
couſin the King of France; and where he ſaid that 


Monarch had ſolemnly promiſed, on the word of a 


King, that he would never forſake him in his diſ- 


treſs, nor abandon the intereſts of his family. Louis 


was not a little perplexed at this obſtinacy of Prince 
3 Edward, 
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Edward, which was the more vexatious, as that o HAP. 
youth appeared to be the darling of the Parifians; I. 
who not only admired him for his own accompliſh- 7 
ments, and pitied him for his ſufferings, but alſo __— 
revered him, as a young hero lineally deſcended: 
from their renowned Henry the Fourth. At length, 
the two Engliſh noblemen arriving at Paris, as hoſ- 
tages for the performance of the treaty, and ſeeing 
im appear at all public places of diverſion, com-' - 
plained of this circumſtance, as an inſult to their 
Sovereign, and an infringement of the treaty ſo 
lately concluded. The French King, after fome he- 
ſitation between punctilio and convenience, reſolved 
to employ violence upon the perſon of this trouble- 
ſome ſtranger, ſince milder remonſtrances had not 
been able to influence his conduct : but this refolu- 
tion was not taken till the return of a courier whom 
he diſpatched to the Chevalier de St. George; who, 
being thus informed of his ſon's deportment, wrote' 
a letter to him, laying ſtrong injunctions upon him, 
to yield to the neceſſity of the times, and acquieſce 
with a good grace in the ſtipulations which his couſin  * 
of France had found it neceſſary to ſubſcribe, for 
the intereſt of his realm. Edward, far from com- 
plying with this advice and injunction, ſignified his 
reſolution to remain in Paris ; and even declared, 
that he would piſtol any man who ſhould preſume to 
lay violent hands on his perſon. In conſequence of 
this bold declaration, an extraordinary council was 
held at Verſailles, when it was determined to arreſt 
him without further delay, and the whole plan of 
this enterprize was finally adjuſted. That ſame 
evening, the Prince entering the narrow lane that 
leads to the Opera, the barrier was immediately ſhur, 
and the ſerjeant of the guard called © To arms ;” we 
on ' which Monſieur de Vaudrevil, exempt of the 
French guards, advancing to Edward, © Prince, (ſaid 
« he) I arreſt you in the King's name, by virtue or 
this order.“ At that inſtant the youth was ſur- 
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BOOK rounded by four grenadiers, in order to prevent any 


- 


miſchief he might have done with a caſe of pocket- 
piſtols which he always carried about him; and a 
guard was placed at all the avenues and doors of the 
Opera- houſe, left any tumult ſhould have enſued 


among the populace. Theſe precautions bein 


taken, Vaudrevil, wich an eſcorte, conducted the 


. priſoner through the garderi of the Palais-Royal to 


a houſe where the Duke de Biton waited with a 
coach and ſix to c6nvey him to the caſtle of Vin» 


- cennes, whither he was immediately accompanied by 


a a detachment from the regiment of French guards, 


under the command of that nobleman. He had not 


remained above three days in this confinement when 
he gave the French miniſtry to underſtand, that he 


would conform himſelf to the King's intentions; 


and was immediately enlarged, upon giving his word 


and honour that he would, without delay, retire from 


the dominions of France, Accordingly, he ſet out 


in four days from Fontainebleau, attended by three 
officers, who conducted him as far as Pont-Beauvo- 


ſia on the frontiers, where they took their leave of 


him, and returned to Verſailles. He proceeded for 
ſome time in the road to Chamberri ; but ſoon re- 
turned into the French. dominions, and, paſſing 


through Dauphine, repaired to Avignon, where he 


was received with extraordinary honours by the 


Pope's legate. In the mean time, his arreſt excited 


great murmurings at Paris ; the inhabitants blaming, 


without ſcruple, their King's conduct in this inſtance, 
as a ſcandalous breach of hoſpitality, as well as a 
mean proof of condeſcenſion to the King of Eng- 


land; and many ſevere paſquinades, relating to this 


tranſaction, were fixed up in the moſt publick places 
of that metropolis. : 


XXIV. Although peace was now re-eſtabliſhed 
among the principal Powers of the Continent, yet 


another ſtorm ſeemed ready to burſt upon the 
northern parts of Europe, in a freſh rupture between 
1 : 5 Ruſſia 


G02 Un n. 


Ruſſia and Sweden. Whether the Czarina had ac- HA. 
tually obtained information that the French faction I. 


meditated ſome revolution of government at Stock- 
holm, or ſhe wanted a pretence for annexing Fin- 
land to her empire; certain it is, ſhe affected to ap- 
prehend that the Prince- ſucceſſor of Sweden waited 
only for the deceaſe of the reigning King, »ho was 


very old and infirm, to change the form of govern- 


ment, and reſume that abſolute authority which ſome 


of the Monarchs, his predeceſſors, had enjoyed. She | 


ſeemed to think that a Prince thus veſted with arbi- 
trary power, and guided by the councils of France 


and Pruſſia, with which Sweden had lately engaged 
in cloſe alliance, might become a very troubleſome 


and dangerous neighbour. to her in the Baltick : 
ſhe, therefore, recruited her armies, repaired her 
fortifications, filled her magazines, ordered a ſtrong 
body of troops to advance towards the frontiers of 


Finland, and declared in plain terms to the Court of 


Stockholm, That if any ſtep ſhould be taken to alter 
the government, which ſhe had bound herſelf by 
treaty to maintain, her troops ſhould enter the ter- 
ritory of Sweden, and ſhe would act up to the ſpirit 
of her engagements. The Swediſh miniſtry, alarmed 
at theſe peremptoty proceedings, had recourſe to 
their Allies; and, in the mean time, made repeated 

declarations to the Court of Peterſburgh, That there 
was no deſign to make the leaſt innovation in the 
nature of their eſtabliſned government: but little or 


no regard being paid to theſe repreſentations, they - 


began to put the kingdom in a poſture of defence; 
and the old King gave the Czarina to underſtand, 


That if, notwithſtanding the ſatisfaction he had of- 


fered, her forces ſhould paſs the frontiers of Fin- 
land, he would conſider their march as an hoſtile 
invaſion, and employ the means which God had put 
in his power for the defence of his dominions. 


XXV. This declaration, in all probability, did 


not produce ſuch effect as the interpoſition of his 


Pruſſian 
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Pruſſian Majeſty, the moſt enterpriſing Prince of 
his time, at the head of one hundred and forty thou- 
ſand of the beſt troops that Germany ever trained, 
Perhaps he was not ſorry that the Empreſs of Muſ- 


' covy furniſhed him with a plauſible pretence for 


maintaining ſuch a formidable army, after the peace 
of Europe had been aſcertained by a formal treaty, 
and all the ſurrounding States had diminiſned the 
number of their forces. He now wrote a letter to 
his uncle the King of Great- Britain, complaining of 
the inſults and menaces which had been offered by 
the Czarina to Sweden; declaring, that he was bound 
by a defenſive alliance, to which France had acceded, 
to defend the government at preſent eſtabliſhed in 
Sweden; and that he would not fit till, and tamely 
ſee that kingdom attacked by any Power whatſoever, 
without acting up to his engagements : he therefore 
entreated his Britannick Majeſty to interpoſe his 


good offices, in conjunction with France and him, 


to compromiſe the diſputes which threatened to em- 
broil the northern parts of Europe. By this time 


the Ruſſian army had approached the frontiers of 


Finland: the Swedes had aſſembled their troops, re- 
pleniſhed their magazines, and repaired their marine; 
and the King of Denmark, jealous of the Czarina's 


defigns with regard to the duchy of Sleſwick, which 
was conteſted with him by the Prince-ſucceſſor of 
- Ruſſia, kept his army and navy on the moſt re- 


— 


ſpectable footing. At this critical juncture the 
Courts of London, Verſailles, and Berlin co- operated 

ſo effectually by remonſtrances and declarations at 
Peterſburgh and Stockholm, that the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia thought proper to own herſelf ſatisfied, and 
all thoſe clouds of trouble were immediately diſ- 


perſed. Yer, in all probability, her real aim was 


diſappointed ; and, however ſhe might diſſemble her 
ſentiments, ſhe never heartily forgave the King of 
Prufſia for the ſhare he had in this tranſaction. That 


Monarch, without relaxing in his attention to the 


ſupport 


3 


* 
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a ſupport of a very formidable milicary power, exerted CHAP. 


very extraordinary endeavours in cultivating the civil, 


intereſts of his country. He reformed” the laws of 1748. 


Brandenburgh, and reſcued the adminiſtration of 
juſtice: from the frauds of chicanery. He encous 
raged the arts of agriculture and manufacture; and 


even laid the foundation” of naval: commerce, by 


eſtabliſhing an Eaſt- India company in the port of 
Embden. 


$ XXVI. Nor did the prench miaihry neglect 
any meaſure. that might contribute to repair the da- 


mage which the kingdom had ſuſtained in the courſe 
of the war. One half of the army was diſbanded: 
the ſevere impoſition of the tenth penny was ſuſ- 
pended by the King's edict: a ſcheme of ceconomy 
was propoſed, with reſpect to the finances; and the 


utmoſt diligence uſed in procuring materials, as well 


as workmen, for ſhip- building, that the navy of 


France might ſpeedily retrieve its former impor- 


tance. In the midſt of theſe truly patriotick 
ſchemes, the Court of Verſailles betrayed a littleneſs 
of genius, and a ſpirit of tyranny, joined to fana- 
ticiſm, in quarrelling with their Parliament about 
ſuperſtitious forms of religion. The ſacraments had 
been denied to a certain perſon on his death-bed; 


becauſe he refuſed to ſubſcribe to the bull Unige- | 


nitus. The nephew of the defunQ preferred a com- 


plaint to the Parliament, whoſe province it was to 


take cognizance of the affair; a deputation of that 


body attended the King with the report of the reſo- 


lutions; and his Majeſty commanded them to ſuſpend 


all proceedings relating to a matter of ſuch conſe- 
quence, concerning which he would take an oppor- 


tunity of ſignifying his royal pleaſure. This inter- 
poſition. was the ſources of diſputes between the 
Crown and Parliament, which had like to have filled 


the whole kingdom with inteſtine troubles, + + 


XXVII. At Vienna the Empreſs-Queen was 


not more A Ma in ann the trade and in- 
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flvities, by opening her ports in the Adriatick, and 
giving proper encouragement to commerce, than ſhe 


was careful and provident in reforming the ceconomy 


of her finances, maintaining a reſpectable body of 


forces, and guarding, by defenſive alliances, againſt 


the enterprizes of his Pruſſian Majeſty, on whoſe 
military power ſhe looked with jealouſy and diſtruſt, 
In Holland, all the authority and influence of the 


Stadtholder were ſcarcely ſufficient to allay the fer- 
meats excited among the people, by the proviſional 
taxation which had ſucceeded the abolition of the 


pachters, and was indeed very grievous to the ſub- 


jet. As this was no more than a temporary expe. 
dient, the Prince of Orange propoſed a more equi- 


table plan, which was approved by the States, and 
eſtabliſhed with great difficulty. In Italy the ſyſtem 


of politicks ſeemed to change its complexion, The 


King of Sardinia effected a match between one of 


the Infantas of Spain and the Prince of Piedmont; 


and whether irritated by the conduct of the Auſtrians 
in the laſt war, or apprehenſive of ſuch a powerful 


- neighbour in the Milaneſe, he engaged with the 


of the Weſt- Indies. 


Kings of France and Spain in a defenſive alliance, 
comprehending the King of the Two Sicilies, the 


Republick of Genoa, and the Dukes of Modena and 


Parma. His Moſt Catholick Majefty, ſincerely diſ- 


poſed to cultivare the arts of peace, and encourage 
every meaſure that could contribute to the advantage 
of his country, was no ſooner releaſed from the em- 
barraſſments of war, than he began to execute plans 


of internal azconomy ; to reduce unneceſſary pen- 


. ſions, diſcharge the debts contracted in the war, re- 
pleniſh his arſenals, avgment his navy, promote 


manufactures, and encourage an active commerce 
by ſea, the benefits of which the kingdom of Spain 
not known ſince the firſt diſcovery and conqueſt 
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IF XXVIII. The preparations for refitting and CHAP. 
increaſing the navy of Spain were carried on with 
ſuch extraordinary vigour, that other nations believed : 
an expedition was intended againſt the Corſairs ß 
Algiers, who had for ſome time grievouſly infeſted. 
the. trade and coaſts of the Mediterranean. The 
exiſtence of this and other predatory republicks, 
which entirely ſubſiſt upon piracy and rapine, petty ' 
States of barbarous ruffians, maintained, as it were, 
in the midſt of powerful nations, which they inſule 
with impunity, and of which they even exact an 
annual contribution, is a flagrant reproach upon 
Chriſtendom ; a reproach the greater, as it is founded 
upon a low, ſelfiſh, illiberal maxim of policy. All 
the Powers that border on the Mediterranean, ex- 
cept France and Tuſcany, are at perpetual war with | * 
the Moors of Barbary, and, for that reaſon, obliged _ | 4 
to employ foreign ſhips for the tranſportation of their | 
merchandize. This employment naturally devolves 
to thoſe nations whoſe veſſels are in no danger from | 
the depredations of the barbarians ; namely, the ſub. _ __- 
jets of the Maritime Powers, who, for this puny i 
advantage, not only tolerate the piratical States of | = 
Barbary, but even ſupply them with arms and am- 1 
munition, ſollicit their paſſes, and purchaſe their " 
forbearance with annual preſents, which are, in ef- 
fe&, equivalent to a tribute: whereas, by one vigo- 
rous exertion of their power, they might deſtroy all 
their ſhips, lay their towns in aſhes, and totally ex- 
tirpate thoſe pernicious broods of deſperate banditri. 
Even all the. condeſcenſion of thoſe who diſgrace 
themſelves with the title of Allies to theſe miſcreants 
is not always ſufficient to reſtrain them from acts of 
. cruelty and rapine. At this very period four cruiſers 
from Algiers made a capture of an Engliſh packet- 
boat, in her voyage from Liſbon, and conveyed her 
to their city, where ſhe was plundered of money and | 
effects to the amount of one hundred thouſand _ - my 
pounds, and afterwards diſmiſſed, In conſequence- 


me 
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ſeven ſhips of war to demand ſatisfaction, as well as 
1748. to compromiſe certain differences which had ariſen 
on account of. arrears claimed of the Engliſb by the 


Dey of Algiers. |. The Muſſulman frankly . owned, 
that the money having been divided among the 


captors could not poſſibly be refunded, The com- 
modore returned to Gibraltar; and, in the ſequel, 
an Algerine Ambaſſador arrived in London, wich 
ſome preſents of wild beaſts ſor his Britannick Ma- 
jeſty. This tranſaction was ſucceeded. by another 


a e offered by the Governor or Alcayde 
D 


Tetuan to Mr. Latton, an Engliſh Ambaſſador, 


ſent. thither to redeem the Britiſh ſubjects, who had | 
been many years enſlaved in the dominions of the | 


King of Morocco. A revolution having lately hap- 


— 


pened in this empire, Muley Abdallah, the reigning 
ruffian, inſiſted upon the Ambaſſador's paying a pre- 


well as depoſiting a conſiderable ſum, which had al- 


ready been paid to a deceaſed Baſhaw ; alledging, 
that as he (the Emperor) received no part of it, the 


payment was illegal, Mr. Latton refuſing to com- 
ply with this arbitrary demand, his houſe was ſur- 
rounded by a detachment of ſoldiers, who violently 


_ dragged his ſecretary from his preſence, and threw 


him into a diſmal ſubterranean dungeon, where he 


continued twenty days. The Engliſh ſlaves, to the 


number of twenty-ſeven, were condemned to the 
ſame fate: the Ambaſſador himſelf was degraded 
from his character, deprived of his allowance, and 
ſequeſteted from all communication. All the letters 


the Alcayde: two negro portets were entruſted with 
the keys of all his apartments, and a couple of ſol - 


diers poſted at his chamber: door: nay, this Mooriſh. 

governor threatened to load him with irons, and 
violently ſeized part of the preſents deſigned by his 
Britannick Majeſty for the Emperor. At length, 


finding 


tended balance for the ranſom of the captives, as 


- direced to him were intercepted, and interpreted to 
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finding that neither Mr. Latton nor the Governor of C A P. 
Gibraltar, to whom he had written, would depoſit 
the money, without freſh inſtructions from the Court 6. 
of London, the barbarian thought proper to relax 
in his ſeverity: the priſoners were enlarged, the re- 
ſtrictions removed from the perſon of the Ambaſſa- 
dor, and, after all theſe indignities offered to the 
| honour of the Britiſh nation, the balance was paid, 
and the affair quietly adjuſteeeeddd 

$ XXIX. Britain, in the mean while, was alto- 

her barren of events which might deſerve a place 
in a general hiſtory. Commerce and manufacture 
flouriſhed again, to ſuch a degree of increaſe as had 
never been known in the iſland : but this advantage 
was attended with an irreſiſtible tide of luxury and 
| exceſs, which flowed through all degrees of the 
people, breaking down: all the mounds of civil © 
polity, and opening a way for licenſe and immora- 
lity. The highways were infeſted with rapine and 
bop yes 5 t a teemed with _ mou vota- 

ries waneis, intem e, A ronigacy. 
The whole land was — 2 with a — of 
tumult, riot, and inſurrection, excited in different 
parts of the kingdom by the erection of new turn- 
pikes, which the legiſlature judged neceſſary for the 
convenience of inland carriage. In order to quell. 
theſe diſturbances, recourſe was had to the military 
power; ſeveral individuals were ſlain, and ſome 
were executed as examples. OE eee Ihe 
S XXX. ln the month of November the ſeſſion 

of Parliament was opened with a ſpeech from the 

throne, in which his Majefty expreſſed a particular 
pleaſure in ee, at a time when the perfect 
re. eſtabliſnment of a general peace had reſtored to 
his people the bleſſings of quiet and tranquillity. 
He ſaid, the good effects of theſe already appeared 
in the flouriſhing condition of national commerce, 
and in the riſe of publick credit, which were the foun- 
dations of ſtrength and pony to-theſe 9 
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BOOK He declared, That, during the ſummer, he had 


uſed every opportunity of cementing and ſecuring 
the peace; That it was his firm reſolution to do 
every thing in his -power for the preſervation of it, 
and religiouſly adhere to the engagements into 
which he had entered. Finally, he took notice of 
the good diſpoſition he had found in the other con- 
tracting parties to the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle to 
cheriſh the public tranquillity, of Europe; and he 
earneſtly recommended to the two Houſes the 
maintenance of a ſtrong naval power, as the bulwark 


ol national ſecurity. -- | 


$ XXXl. When the motion was made for an 


| addreſs of thanks in the Houſe of Commons, the 


firſt paragraph of his Majeſty's ſpeech furniſhed the 


- oppoſition with a handle to declaim againſt the late 


treaty, Sir John Hynde Cotton obſerved, That 
the peace could not be properly ſtiled complete, as 


nothing had been ſtipulated with reſpect to the 


article of * no ſearch ;?? alluding to the interruption 


our commerce had ſuſtained from the Spaniards in 
the Weſt-Indies : a ſtipulation, without which both 


' Houſes of Parliament had formerly voted that there 


An. 1749. 


ſhould be no peace with that kingdom. In the 
preſent conjuncture of affairs, ſuch an objection 
ſavoured rather of party than of patriotiſm ; and 
indeed Sir John declared, that the remarks he made 


upon the occaſion were rather in diſcharge. of the 


duty he owed to his country, than in hope of ſeeing 
his ſentiments eſpouſed by the majority. Some 
ſharp altercation was uſed in the debate which aroſe 


on this ſubject; and many ſevere invectives were 


| levelled at thoſe who negociated, as well as at thoſe 


who approved and confirmed the treaty.” But Mr.” 
Pelham, who ſuſtained the whole weight of the 
debate on the ſide of adminiſtration, anſwered every 


objection with equal candour and ability; and if he 


failed in proving that the terms of peace were as 
favourable as could be expected, conſidering the 


1 unfortunate 


a - 
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unfortunate events of the war, and the ſituation of e 1 a». 
the contending powers; he at leaſt demonſtrated, . 
that it would be the intereſt of the kingdom Oe 
acquieſce for the preſent in the treaty which had 

been concluded, and endeavour to remedy its im- 
perfections by ſubſequent conventions, amicably 
opened among thoſe powers between whom any 
cauſe of diſpute remained. With reſpect to the vote 
of both Houſes, mentioned by Sir John Hynde 
Cotton, he declated that he had never approved of 

that ſtep, when it was firſt taken; or, if he had, 
times and circumſtances, which could not be fore- 
ſeen, would have juſtified his deviating from it in 
the re eſtabliſhment of peace. He reminded them, 
that a Parliament of Great-Britain had once voted 
ce no peace while any part of the Weſt-Indies ſhould 
remain in poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh King;“ yet a 
train of incidents, which they could not :poſſibly 
foreſee, afterwards rendered it expedient to adopt a 
peace, without inſiſting upon the accompliſhment 
of that condition; In a word, we muſt own, that 
in the majority of debates excited in the cburfe o 
this ſeſſion, the miniſtry derived their triumphs from 
the force of 'reaſon, as well as from the weight of 
influence. We ſhall always, however, except the 
efforts that were made for reducing the number of 
land forces to fifteen thouſand, and maintaining a 
greater number of ſeamen than the miniſtry pro- 

— — On theſe conſtitutional points the Earl of 
gmont, and the ther chiefs of the oppoſition, ex- 
atiated with all the energy of eloquence; which, 
owever, was fruſtrated by the power of ſuperior 
numbers. Ten "thouſand ſeamen were voted for 
the ſervice of the enſuing year, notwithſtanding his 
Majeſty's injunction to maintain a conſiderable 
navy; and the number of land-forces was continued 
at eighteen thouſand eight hundred and fifty-ſeven, 
The ſums granted for making good his Majeſty's 
engagements with the EleQors of Bavaria and 
; 5 Mentz, 
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BOOK Mentz, and the Duke of Brunſwick Wolfenbuttel 
_ WH. mounted to fifty-three thouſand two hundred and 
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q 
twenty-five pounds ſterling. The ſervices done by 
the colonies in North-America, during the war, 


were gratified with the ſum of one hundred twenty- 
two thouſand two hundred forty-ſix pounds. The 


expence incurred by the new colony of Nova - Scotia 


fund. 


exceeded ſeventy-ſix thouſand pounds. A ſmall 
ſum was voted for the improvement of Georgia; 
and ten thouſand pounds were granted towards the 
ſupport. of the Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the 
coaſt. of Africa, The ſum total granted in this 


| ſeſſion aroſe to four millions one hundred forty-one 


thouſand ſix hundred ſixty- one pounds, nine ſhil- 
lings, and eleven pence half penny, to be raiſed by 
the land-tax, at three ſhillings in the pound ; the 
alt, and other duties, the furplus of divers impo- 

tions remaining in the Bank and Exchequer ; one 


million by annuities, at three per cent. charged on 


the ſinking. fund, until redeemed by Parliament; 
and nine hundred thouſand pounds. out of the ex- 
ceſs or overplus of monies denominated the ſinking 


« . 


: 


$ XXXII. But the capital meaſure which diſtin 
guiſhed this ſeſſion of parliament was the reduction 
of the intereſt on the publick funds; a ſcheme which 
was planned and executed by the miniſter, without 
any national diſturbanee or diſquiet, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of all Europe ; the different nations of which 
could not comprehendzhow it Would be poſſible for 
the government, at the cloſe of a dong expenſive 
war, which had ſo conſiderably draighd: the country, 
and augmented the enormous buyrthen of national 
debt, to find money for paying off ſuch of the pub- 
lick creditors. as might chooſe to receive their ptin- 
cipal, rather than ſubmit to a reduction of the 


intereſt. It was not very much for the honour. of 


the oppoſition, that ſome of its leading membe 
endeavoured to impede this great machine of civi 
Fo CECONOMY, - 
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"economy, by taking opportunities of affirming ine 1 
Parliament, in oppoſition to his Majeſty's ſpeech, 
that the nation, far from being in a flouriſhing con- 114g. 
dition, was almoſt entirely exhauſted ; that com- 
merce drooped and declined; that publick credit 
ſtood tottering on the brink of ruin; and that all 
the treaties lately concluded among the different 
powers of Europe were, in effect, diſadvantageous 
and prejudicial to the intereſts of Great-Britain. 
In anſwer to theſe aſſertions, Mr. Pelham undertook 
to prove, from the regiſter of exports and imports, 
that the commerce of the kingdom was more exten- 
ſive at this than at any former period ; and that. the 
publick credit was ſtrong enough to admit of an 
experiment, which he would not preſume to hazard, 
except upon a moral certainty of its being firmly 
rooted, beyond the power of accident and faction to 
"ſhake or overturn, He declared, that his deſign of 
reducing the intereſt upon the funds was the reſult 
of the love he bore his country, and an opinion that 
it was the duty of the ſervants of the crown to eaſe 
the burthens of the people. He ſaid, he had con- 
ferred on this ſubject with perſons of the moſt ap- 
proved knowledge, and undoubted experience; and 
choſe to promulgate the method propoſed for alle- 
viating the load of the national debt, that the 
public, in knowing the particulars of the ſcheme, 
might have time to conſider them at leiſure, and 
ſtart ſuch objections as ſhould occur to their re- 
flex ion, before it might be too late to adopt amend- 
ments. He obſerved, that nothing could more 
clearly demonſtrate the vigour of public credit, 
and the avgmentation of national commerce, than 
the price of ſtock, which had within three years 
riſen to a very conſiderable increaſe ; and the duties 
on imports, which in nine months had added ane 
million to the ſinking fund, notwithſtanding a very 
extraordinary ſum which had been paid as bounties 
for exported corn. He expreſſed great tenderneſs 
{Coo on ot iz 63” and 
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BOOK, and regard for the intereſts of thoſe who had ad- 


* III. 


vanced their money for the ſervice of the govern- 
ment; declaring, that his aim was to contrive a 
fair, honeſt, and equitable method for leſſening the 
national incumbrances, by- lowering the intereſt, 
conformable to parliamentary faith, and agreeable 
to the rules of eternal juſtice. His plan was ac- 


cordingly communicated, canvaſſed, and approved 


in the Houſe of Commons, and an act paſſed for 
reducing the intereſt of the funds which conſtitute 
the national debt“. In purſuance of this act, for the 
reduction of the intereſt, the greater part of the 
creditors complied . with the terms propoſed, and 
ſubſcribed their reſpective annuities before the end 
of February; but the three great companies 3 

bo $5094 kept 


* The reſolutions of the Commons on this head were printed by 
authority in the London Gazette, ſignifying, That thoſe who were, 


or ſhould- be, proprietors of any part of the publick debt, redeem- 


able by law, incurred before Michaelmas, in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and forty nine, carrying an intereſt of four per centum 

r annum, who ſhould, on or before the twenty-eighth day of 
8 in that year, ſubſcribe their names, ſignifying their con- 
ſent to accept of an intereſt of three pounds per centum, to com- 
mence from the twenty-fifth day of December, in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and fifty-ſeven, ſubject to the ſame proviſions, 
notices, and clauſes of redemption, to which their reſpective ſums at 
four per centum were then liable, ſhould, in lieu of their preſent in- 
tereſt, be intitled to four per centum till the twenty-fifth day of Decem- 


ber in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty; and after that 


day, to three pounds ten ſhillings per centum per annum, till the 
twenty-fifth day of December one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 
ſeven; and no part of that debt, except what was due to t 

Eaſt-India company, ſhould be redeemable to this period: That 


if any part of the national debt, incurred before laſt Michaelmas, 
redeemable by law, and carrying an intereſt of four per centum, 


ſhould remain unſubſcribed on or before the thirtieth day of May, 
the government ſhould pay off the principal, For this purpoſe his 
Majeſty was enabled to borrow of any perſon or perſons, bodies 
politick or corporate, any ſum or ſums of money not exceeding that 


part of the national debt which might remain unſubſcribed, to be 


charged on the ſinking fund, upon any terms not exceeding the rate 
of intereſt ini the foregoing propoſal, ' 

All the duties appropriated to the payment of the intereſt were ſtill 
continued, and the ſurplus of theſe incorporated with the ſinking fund 
for the diſcharge of the principal. Books were opened for the ſub- 
ſcription at the Exchequer, the Bank of England, and the South-Sea 
houſe; and copies of theſe reſolutions tranſinitted to the directors of all 
the monied corporations. | 8 


* * 


\ 
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kept aloof, and refuſed to ſubſeribe any part of their CHAP. - 
capital. TE = Boon e TAIL 
- + XXXIII. About the middle of March the an. 2785. 
Commons ordered the proper officers to lay before 
them an account of the ſums which had been ſub- 
ſcribed, and theſe were taken into conſideration by 
a committee of the whole Houſe. It was then that 
Mr. Pelham, as Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
obſerved, That, beſides the debts due to the three 
great companies in their corporate capacity, all the 
reſt, carty ing four per centum intereſt, had been 
ſubſcribed, except about eight or nine millions, the 
proprietors of which had forfeited the favour de- 
ſigned them by Parliament: but as many of theſe 
had been miſled by evil counſellors, who perhaps 
were more intent on diſtreſſing the government, 
than ſollicitous to ſerve their friends; and as many 
were foreigners, reſiding beyond ſea, who had not 
time to take proper advice, and give the neceſſary 
inſtructions; and as theſe could not poſſibly - be 
_ diſtinguiſhed from ſuch as refuſed to ſubſcribe from 

mere obſtinacy or diſaffettion, it might be thought 

cruel to take the moſt rigorous advantage of the 

forfeiture they had incurred. With reſpe& to the 

proprietors of the ſtock or capital belonging to the 

three great companies, he aſſerted, that many of 

them would willingly have ſubſcribed their properties 

within the time limited, but were neceſſarily ex- 

cluded by the majority on the ballot; and as it was 

equally impoſſible to know thoſe who were againſt 

the queſtion on the ballot, he thought that ſome ten- 

derneſs was due even to the proprietors of thoſe three 

companies: his opinion, therefore, was, that they 

and the uncomplying annuitants ſhould be indulged 

wich further time to complete their ſubſcription ; 

but, in order to preſerve the authority of Parlia- 

ment, and the reſpe& due to that auguſt aſſembly, 
they ought not to be gratified with ſuch advan- 
tageous terms as were allowed to the annuitants who 
EY | at 
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December, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
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offered by the legiſlature. For theſe reaſons he pro- 
poſed, That although the term of ſubſcribing ſhould 
be protracted till the thirtieth day of May, the 
encouragement of three pounds ten ſhillings per 


century; per annum ſhould not be continued to the 


ſecond. ſubſcribers longer than till the fifth day of 


and fifty-five. The -propuſal being approved, a 
bill was fratned for this purpoſe, as well as for re- 
deeming ſuch annuities as ſhould not be ſubſcribed, 
which paſſed through both Houſes, and was enacted 
into a law, after having received an additional clauſe, 
empowering the Fafi-India Company, in caſe they 
ſhould ſubſcribe all their ſtock bearing an intereſt 
of four per centum, to borrow, with the conſent of 


the Treaſury, any ſums not exceeding four millions 


two hundred thouſand pounds, after the ſeveral rates 


of intereſt before propoſed to be paid by the publick, 


and one million more at three per centum per 


annum. They were alſo veſted with a power to 


raiſe money by bonds, as formerly; yet fo as the 


whole, including the annvities, ſhould not exceed 


what they were by former acts empowered to borrow. 


The objeftions to the- execution of this project, 


- which by many were deemed inſurmountable, en- 
 tirtly vaniſhed before the fortitude, perſeverance, 


and caution: of the miniſter; who had ſecured, 
among the moneyed men of the nation, the promiſe 


of ſuch ſums as would have been ſufficient to pay 


of the capital belonging to thoſe: creditors who 
might refuſe to accept the intereſt thus reduced. 
The ſecond ſubſcription had the deſired effect. The 


three great companies acquieſced, and their example 


was followed by the other ſcrupulous anauitants; 


the national burthen was comfortably lightened, and 
the finking fund conſiderably increaſed, without 


producing the leaſt perplexity or diſturbance in the 
commonwealth; a circumſtance that could: not fail 
to excite the admiration and envy of all Chriſtendom. 


XXXIV. 
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.$ XXXIV. The mutiny- bill for the enſuing yearc u A r. 
was mitigated with an eſſential alteration, . relating, *' 


to the oath. of ſecreſy impoſed upon the members 


of every court - martial, who were now releaſed. 
from this reſerve, if required to give evidence, by 
due courſe of law, in any court of judicature; and 
whereas, by the former mutiny bill, a General was 
empowered to order the reviſal of any ſentence by 
a count- martial as often as he pleaſed, and, on that 


pretence, to keep in confinement a man who had 


been acquitted upon a fair trial, it was now enacted, 
That no. ſentence pronounced; by any court-martial, 
and ſigned by the preſident, ſhould. be more than 
ance liable to reviſal. Colonel George Townſhend, 
ſon of Lord Viſcount Townſhend,. who had equally 


diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his civil and military ac- 
compliſnments, propoſed another clauſe, for pre- 
venting any non- commiſſioned officer's being broke, 


niſhed, but by the ſentence of a court-martial. 
He gave the Houſe to underſtand, that certain per- 
ſoos attended at the door, who from the: ſtation of 


or reduced into the ranks; or any foldier's being 


reduced into the ranks, without trial, or any cauſe 
aſſigned ; and he expatiated not only upon the 


L7$0s- 


non · commiſſioned officers had been broke, and 


iniquity of ſuch proceedings, but alſo upon the 


danger of leaving ſuch arbitrary power in the hands 
of any individual officer. A warm debate was the 
conſequence of this motion, which, however, was 
ovyer-ruled by the majorit x. 


d XXXV. Among other regulations made in the 


courſe: of this ſeſſion. for the encouragement of the 
Briziſn manufactures, a large duty was laid upon 
Iriſh fail-cloth, which being ſold at an under price, 
was found to interfere with the ſame ſpecies of com- 
modity fabricated in the iſland of Great-Britain ; 


and, for the further benefit of this laſt, the bounty 


upon the exportation of it, which had been deduct- 
od from a defeAtive fund, was now made payable 
C 5 . 100 . (50S 04, PSAS out 
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B Oo k out of the cuſtoms, This meaſure, however, was 


not of ſuch importance to the nation, as the act which 


t aſſed for encouraging the importation of pig 
— dartires from the rien Colonies in North: 
America, Every well-wiſher to his; country re- 
flected with concern on the nature of the Britiſh 
trade with Sweden, from which kingdom the ſub- 
jects of his Britannick Majeſty imported more iron 
and ſteel than all the other countries in Europe. 
For this article they paid a very great balance in 
ready money, which the Swedes again expended in 
purchaſing from the French, and other merecantile 
powers, thoſe neceſſaries and ſuperfluities with which 
they might have been as cheaply furniſhed by Great- 
Britain. In the mean time, the Engliſh Colonies 
in America were reſtricted by ſevere duties from 
making advantage of their own produce, in ex- 
changing their iron for ſuch commodities as they 
were under the neceſſity of ' procuring from their 
mother-country. Such reſtriion was not only a 


_ cruel grievance upon our own ſettlements, but alſÞ 


attended with manifeſt prejudice to the intereſt of 
Great-Britain, * annually drained of great ſums, in 
favour of an ungrateful nation, from which no part 
of them returned ; 'whereas the iron imported from 
America muſt of neceſſity come in exchange for 
our own manufactures. The Commons having ap- 
pointed a day for taking this affair into conſidera- 
tion, carefully examined into the ſtate of the Britiſh 
commerce carried on with Sweden, as well as into 
the accounts of iron imported from the plantations 
in America; and a committee of the whole Houſe 
having reſolved, That the duties on American pig 
and bar-iron ſhould be removed, a bill* was brought 


” + , 4 1 $ . Vent 
The moſt remarkable circumſtance attending the ſs 7 
this bill, which made its way through both Houſes, and obtained 
the royal aſſent, was the number of contradictory petitions in favour 
and in prejudice of it, while it remained under conſideration. The 
tanners ot leather in and about the town of Sheffield in Yorkſhire, 


III 0 


in for that purpoſe, containing a clauſe, however, CHAP. 

to prevent his Majecty's ſubjects from niaking ſteel, I. 
repreſented, That if the bill ſhould paſs, the Engliſh iron would be. 
underſold ; conſequently a great number of furnaces and forges 
would be diſcontinued: in that caſe the woods uſed for fuel would 
ſtand uncut, and the tanners be deprived of oak bark ſufficient for. 
the continuance and ſupport of their occupation. They nevertheleſs by 
owned, that ſhould the duty be removed from pig - iron only, no 
ſuch conſequence could be apprehended ; becauſe, uld the num- 
ber of furnaces be leſſened, that of forges would be increaſed, This 
was likewiſe the plea urged in divers remonſtrances by maſters of 
iron-works, gentlemen, and frecholders, who had tracts of wood- 
land in their poſſeſſion. The owners, proprietors, and farmers of 
furnaces and iron forges, belonging to Sheffield and its neighbour- 
hood, enlarged upon the great expence they had incurred in erectin 
and ſupporting iron-works, by means of which great numbers 
his Majeſty's ſubje&s were comfortably ſupported. They. expreſſed 
their apprehenſion, that ſhould the bill paſs into a law, it could not 
in any degree leſſen the conſumption of Swediſh iron, which was 
uſed for purpoſes which neither the American nor Britiſh iron would 
anſwer z but that the propoſed encouragement, conſidering the 
plenty and cheapneſs of wood in America, would enable the Colo. 
nies to underſell the Britiſh iron, a branch of traffick which would 
be totally een to the ruin of N thouſand labourers, who 
would be _ led to ſeek their livelihood in foreign countries, 
They likewiſe ſuggeſted, that if all the iron manufaQurers of Great- 5 
Britain ſhould be obliged to depend upon a ſupply of iron from the 
plantations, which muſt ever be rendered precarious by the hazard | 
of the ſeas and the enemy, the manufactures would probably decay 
for want of materials, and many thouſand families „ to 
want and miſery. On the other hand, the ironmongers and ſmiths 
belonging to the flouriſhing town of er e in Warwickſhire, 
preſented a petition, declaring, That the bill would be of great be- 
nefit to the trade of the nation, as it would enable the Coloniſts to 
make larger returns of their own A and encourage them to 
take a greater quantity of the Britiſh manufactures. They affirmed, - 
that all the iron works in the iſland of Great-Britain did not ſupply 
half the quantity of that metal ſufficient to carry on the manufacture; 
that if this deficiency could be ſupplied from the Colonies in Ame- 
rica, the importation would ceaſe, and confiderable ſums of money 
be ſaved to the nation. They obſerved, that the importation of iron 

from America could no more affect the iron-works and freebolders 
of the kingdom than the like quantity imported from any other, 
country; but they prayed that the people of America might be reg 
ſtrained from erecting ſlitting or rolling-mills, or forges for plating 
iron, as they would interfere with the manufacturers of Great-Bri- 


tan. | : 
Many remonſtrances to the ſame effect were preſented from diffe- 
rent parts of the kingdom; and it appeared, upon the moſt exact 
enquiry, that the encouragement of American iron would prove ex- 
tremely beneficial to the kingdom, as it had been found, upon trial, 
applicable to all the uſes of Swediſh iron, and as good in every re- 
pelt as the produce of that country. $a 
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5 O Kk and eſtabliſhing "mills for ſlitting and rolling iron 


within the Britiſh colonies of America; this pre- 


130. caution being taken, that the Coloniſts might not 


interfere with the manufactures of their mother - 
country. | EN wa. 
$ XXXVI. The next commercial improvement, 
of which we ſhall rake notice, was the bill for the 
encouragement of the Britiſh white-herring and cod- 
fiſheries. This was likewiſe the reſult of mature 
deliberation, importing, That a bounty of thirty 
ſhillings per ton ſhould be granted, and paid out of 
the cuſtoms, to all new veſſels from twenty to four- 
ſcore tons burthen, which ſhould be built for that 
purpoſe, and actually employed in the fiſhery: That 
a ſociety ſhould be incorporated, under the name of 
the Free Britiſh Fiſhery, by a charter, not exclu- 
_ five, with power to raife a capital not exceeding 
five hundred thouſand pounds ; and that theee pounds 
ten ſhillings percentum per annum ſhould be granted 
and paid out of the Cuſtoms to the proprietors for 
fourteen years, for ſo much of the capital as ſhould 
be actually employed in the ſaid fiſheries. Corre- 
ſponding chambers were propoſed to be erected in 
remote parts of North-Britain, for taking in ſub- 
ſcriptions, and proſecuting the trade, under the 
directions of the company at London; and the na- 
tion in general ſeemed eager to diſpute this branch 
of commerce with the ſubjects of Holland, whom 
they conſidered as ungrateful interlopers. In the 
Houſe of Peers, however, the bill met with a for- 
midable oppoſition from the Earl of Winchelſea 
and Lord Sandys, who juſtly obferved, That it was 
a crude, indigeſted.ſcheme, which, in the execution, 
would never anſwer the expectations of the people: 
That in contending with the Dutch, who are the 
patterns of unwearied induſtry, and the moſt rigid 


.  reconomy, nothing could be more abſurd than a 


joint · ſtock company, which is always clogged withex- 
traordinary expence ; and the refolution of 4 


* 


nö 


out veſſels at the port of London, where all forts of © RSS 5 
materials, labour, and ſeamen are ſo much deare 
than in any other part of the united kingdom, ex- 1750. 
cluſive of the great diſtance and dangerous voyage 
between the metropolis and the Sound of Braſſa in 
Shetland, the rendezvous at which all the herring» . 
buſſes were to aſſemble in the beginning of the fiſh- 


ing ſeaſon, They likewiſe took-notice of the heavy 


duty on ſalt, uſed in curing the fiſh for ſale, and the 
beef for proviſion. to the mariners; a circumſtance . 


of itſelf ſufficient to diſcourage adventurers from 


embarking in a commerce which, at belt; yields 
but very ſlender profits to the trader in particular, 
how important ſoever it might prove to the com- 
munity in general. Theſe objections were anſwered - 


by the Duke-of Argyle and the Earl of Granville, 


who ſeemed to think that this branch of trade could 
not be fairly ſet on foot, without ſuch a conſiderable 


ſum of money as no ſingle individual would care to 
advance; that a joint-ſtock company would be able 
to pfoſecute: the fiſhery at a ſmaller expence than 


that which particular traders muſt neceſſarily incur; 
that the preſent ſpirit of the nation, which was 
eagerly bent upon trying the experiment, ought not 
to be baulked by delay, leſt it ſhould evaporate; 
and that though the plan was not unexceptionable, 
the deſects of it might in the ſeavel be remedied by 
the Jegiſlature. In a word, the bill was adopted by - 
the majority, with a ſmall amendment im the title, 


which produced ſome diſquiets in the Lower Houſe: 
but this diſpute was compromiſed, and it was enacted 


intoa law towards the cloſe of the ſeſſivn. Nothing 
cauld be more agreeable to the public than the 
ſanction of the legiſlature to this favourite plan, 
which was ardently promoted, and pratroniſed by 
men of the greateſt eminence for wealth and popu- 
larity. The company choſe for their governor: the 
Prince of Wales, who received this proof of their 
attachment and reſpe& with particular marks of 


ſatisfaction: 
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both Aldermen of London ; and the Council-was 


1750. compoſed of thirty gentlemen, the majority of whom 


were members of Parliament. Great pains were 
taken, and ſome artifice was uſed, to learn the Dutch 
method of curing the fiſh, People crowded with 
their ſubſcriptions; a number of hands were em- 
ployed in building and equipping the buſſes or veſ- 
ſels uſed in the fiſhery; and the moſt favourable 


conſequences were expected from the general vigour 
and alacrity which animated theſe preparations. But 
the ſucceſs did not gratify the ſanguine hopes of the 


projectors and adventurers. The objections made 
in the Houſe of Lords ſoon appeared to have been 


well founded: theſe co-operating with miſmanage- 
ment in the directors, the ſpirit of the Company 
began to flag, the natural conſequences of commer- 
cial diſappointment, and now the Britiſh fiſhery 
| ſeems to languiſh under the negle& of the legiſla- 


ture, 


& XXXVII. Touching the trade to the coaſt of 


Africa, petitions were renewed by the Company and 
its creditors,. the merchants of Briſtol, Liverpool, 
and Lancaſter; and 'a remonſtrance was preſented 


by the planters and merchants intereſted in the Bri- 
tiſh ſugar ſettlements in America: but the Com- 
mons adhered to their former reſolutions' of laying 


open the trade, maintaining the forts at the publick 


expence, and regulating the commerce by a com- 
mittee of merchants, repreſenting the chief trading 


rowns in the kingdom, to be ſuperintended by the 


board of trade and plantations. The bill was ac- 
cordingly framed and preſented, and having pro» 


ceeded through both Houſes without oppoſition, 


obtained the royal aſſent. Over and above theſe. 
wiſe, ſalutary, and patriotick meaſures ſor the im- 
provement of commerce, they encouraged the im- 
portation of raw filk by an ad, reducing the duties 


formerly payable on that which was the growth of 


China, 


* 
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| N ſame os is _ on the raw ſilk from CHAP. 
Italy, and allowing the fame drawback upon the 
exportation of the one which had been aſhatly eee 1750. 
on the other. A ſecond bill was brought in for the ; 
encouragement of the growth and culture of ſilk in 
Carolina and Georgia, where it had been lately pro- 
duced with extraordinary ſucceſs, by freeing foes | 
all duties that which ſhould be imported from his 
Majeſty's: dominions in America; and'a third was 
framed, permitting raw filk of the growth or pro- 
duce of Perſia, >urchaſed in Ruffia, to be imported 
into Great-Britain, from any port or place belong- 
ing to the empire of Ruſſia. ' Divers efforts were 7 
made, by different members in the oppoſition, to | 
xreEtify certain abuſes in the army and adminiſtra- 
tion: ſome bills were brought in, and ſeveral peti- 
tions were left on the table; but all of them proved 
abortive, from the power and influence of the mini- 
ſter, who ſeemed reſolved that no benefit ſhould flow 
upon the nation through any channel but his own: 
evertheleſs, it muſt be acknowledged, for the-ho= _ 
nour of his memory, that there is no ſeſſion on 
record ſo productive as this was of meaſures advan- 
ous to the community. ie | 
$ XXXV1li. The people, however, were not 
entirely ſatisfied with the conduct of the adminiſtra- 
tion, if we may judge from the ferment and com- 
motions raiſed during the progreſs of an ele&ion for 
a citizen to repreſent the city of Weſtminſter in Par- 
liament. The ſeat which had been filled by Lord 
Trentham, eldeſt ſon of Earl Gower, having be- 
come | vacant, in conſequence of that nobleman's 
accepting a place at the Board of Admiralty, he 
again declared himſelf a candidate, and. met with a 
violent oppoſition, Thoſe, who ſtiled themſelves 
the independent electors of Weſtminſter, being now 
Incenſed to an uncommon degree of turbulence by 
the interpoſition of miniſterial influence, determined 
to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to baffle the deſigns 
Vor. III. 8 ol 
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on the family of Earl Gower, ho had entirely aban- 
doned the oppoſition, of which he was formerly one 
of the moſt reſpected leaders. With this view they 
held conſultations, agreed to reſolutions, and ſet up 
a private gentleman, named Sir George Vandeputz 
as the competitor of Lord Trentham, declaring that 
they would ſupport his pretentions at their own ex- 
pence, being the more encouraged to this enterprize 
by the countenance and affiſtance of the Prince of 
Wales and his adherents. They accordingly opened 
houſes of entertainment for their partiſans, ſollicited 


votes, circulated remonſtrances, and propagated 


abuſe: in a word, they canvaſſed, with ſurpriſing 
ſpirit and perſeverance, againſt the whole intereſt of 
St. James's Mobs were hired and proceſſions 


made on both ſides, and the city of Weſtminſter 


was filled with tumult and uproar. The mutual 
animoſity of the parties ſeemed every day to increaſe 
during the election, and a great number of unqua- 
lified votes were preſented on both ſides : all the 


powers of inſinuation, obloquy, and ridicule, were 


employed to viliſy and depreciate both gandidates. 


At length the poll being cloſed, a majority of votes 


appeared in behalf of Lord Trentham : but a ſcru- 


tiny being demanded by the other ſide, the return- 


ing officer complied with their requeſt. The ſpeaker 


of the Lower Houſe had iſſued his warrant for a new 


writ of election about the middle of November; 


and towards the end of February Mr. Fox, Secre- 


tary at War, ſtanding up, and obſerving. that no 


return had yet been made, thought proper to move, 


That the Clerk of the Crown, the Meſſenger Extra- 


ordinary attending the great ſeal, the Under-ſheriff 


of Middleſex, and the High bailiff of Weſtminſter, 
ſhould attend next morning, and give an account of 
their iſſuing, delivering, and executing the writ of 


|  eleQtion, . Theſe being examined, and the High- 


bailiff declaring that he would proceed with all poſ- 


- 
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ſible-diſpatch in the ſcrutiny; which had been de-CH AP. 


manded and was begun, Mr. Speaker explained to 
him ſome particulars of his duty ; in the diſcharge 
of which, he was given to underſtand he might de- 
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pend upon the protection of the Houſe, ſhould he 


meet with any obſtruction which he cauld not other- 
wiſe ſurmount. By the violence and caprice with 


which a great number of votes were conteſted on 


both ſides, the ſcrutiny. was protracted a long time, 


and the return attended with ſome extraordinary 


conſequences, which ſhall be particulariſed among 
the tranſactions of the next year, In the mean time, 
the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament was cloſed on the 
twelfth day of April, with a ſpeech from the throne, 


coinmending the Commons for having ſeized the 


very firſt opportunity of reducing the intereſt of the 
national debt, without the leaſt infringement upon 
the faith of Parliament; and congratulating. them 
on the flouriſhing ſtate of the public credit, which 


could not fail ro add ſtrength and reputation to the 


governinent, both at home and abroad. Immedi- 


* 


ately after t 


appointed a Regency to govern the kingdom in his 
abſence, and embarked Br the Continent, in order 
to viſit his German dominions, _ INS? 
* $XXXIX. The month of January and the be- 
ginning of February were diſtinguiſhed, the firſt day 
by a very remarkable Aurora Borealis, appearing at. 


he riſing of the Parliament, his Majeſty 


night to the north-eaſt, of a deep and duſky red | 


colour, like the reflection of ſome great fire, fot 
which it was by many people miſtaken; and the 
coruſcations, unlike thoſe that are generally ob- 
ſerved, did not meet in the zenith, but in a point 
ſome . degrees to the ſouthward. February. was 


uſhered in by terrible peals of thunder, flaſhes, — 
lightening, and ſuch a tempeſt of wind, hail, and 


rain, as overwhelmed with fear and conſternation 
the inhabitants of Briſtol, where it chiefly raged. 
On the eighth day of the ſame month, between 
TRENT EY twelve 
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'B 5 K twelve and one in the afternoon, the people of Lone 
don were ſtill more dreadfolly alarmed by the ſhock. 
"1750 of an earthquake, which ſhook all the houſes with 

| ſuch violence; that the furniture rocked on the floors, 
the pewter and potcelaine rattled on the ſhelves, the 
chamber=bells rang, and the whole of this commo- 
tion was attended with a clap or noife refembling 
that produced by the fall of ſome heavy piece of fur- 
niture. The Nock extended through the cities of 
London and Weſtminſter, and was felt on both fides 
the river Thames, from Greenwich to the weſtward 
of London; but not perceptible at any conſiderable. 
diſtance, . On the very ſame day of the next month, 
5 between five and fix o'clock in the morning, the 
inhabitants of the metropolis were again affrighted 
by a ſecond ſhock, more violent than che firſt, and 
abundantly more alarming, as it waked the greater 
part of the people from their repoſe. It was pre- 
ceded by a ſucceſſion of thick low flaſhes of lighten- 
ing, and a rumbling noiſe, like that of a heavy cat- 
Triage rolling over a hollow pavement. The ſhock 
itſelf conſiſted of repeated vibrations, which laſted 
ſome ſeconds, and violently ſhook every houſe from 
top to bottom. Again the chairs rocked, the ſhelves 
clattered, the ſmall bells rang, and in ſome places 
publick clocks were heard to ſtrike, Many perſons, 
rouſed by this terrible viſitation, ſtarted naked from 
their beds, and ran to their doors and windows in 6 
diſtraction : yet no life was loft, and no houſe over- 
e by this concuſſion, though it was ſo dreadful 
as to threaten an immediate diſſolution of the globe. 
The circumſtance, however, did not fail to make a 
deep impreſſion upon ignorant, weak, and ſuperſti- 
tious minds, which were the more affected by the 
conſideration that the two ſhocks were periodical; 
that the ſecond, which happened exactly one month 
after the firſt, had been the more violent; and that 
the next, increaſing in proportion, might be atten- 
ded with the moſt diſmal conſequences. T * | 
| | nera 


* 
-- * 


r 
neral notion was confirmed, and indeed propagated, e A. 
among all ranks of people, by the admonitions of a 
fanatick ſoldier,” who publickly preached up repen- p56 

tance, and boldly propheſied that the next ſhock .. | | 

would happen on the fame day of April, agd totally q 

deſtroy the cities of London and Weſtminſt&, Cone _ 

ſidering the inſectious nature of fear and ſuperſti- = 
tion, and the emphatick manner in which the ima- 

gination had been prepared and prepoſſeſſed, it was 

no wonder that the prediction of this illiterate -en= 
thuſiaſt ſhould have contributed, in a great meaſure, 
to augment the general terror. The churches wer 

crowded with penitent finners : the ſons of NA CE) | 
profligacy were over-awed into ſobriety and deco )- 
rum. The ſtreets no longer reſounded with execra- We, 
tions, or the noiſe of brutal licentiouſneſs ; and the 
hand of charity was liberally opened. Thoſe, whom 
fortune had enabled to retire from the devoted city, - 
fled to the country with hurry , and precipitation, 

_ . Infomuch that the highways were encumbered with 
hotſes and carriages. Many who. had, in the be- 

ginning, combated theſe groundleſs fears with the .- 
weapons of reaſon and ridicule, began inſenſibly to | g 

imbibe the contagion, and felt their hearts fail, in 7875 
proportion as the hour of probation approached ; - 

even ſcience and philoſophy were not proof againſt | 
the unaccountable effects of this communication. In | | l 

| 
| 


' after-ages it will hardly be believed, that on the 
evening of the eighth day of April, the open fields 

that ſkirt the metropolis were filled with an incre- 
dible number of people, aſſembled in chairs, in 
chaiſes, and coaches, as well as on foot, who waited 
in the moſt fearful ſuſpence until morning, and the 
return of day diſproved the truth of the dreaded 
propheſy. Then their fears vaniſhed: they returned 
to their Rive, habitations in a tranſport of joy; 
and were ſoon reconciled to their abandoned vicey, 
which they ſremed to 225 with redoubled affeg- 
+4 1 : 25 9 3 =— F . ; 
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| 2 o o k tion, and once more bade defiance to the Vengeance 
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of heaven. 


$ XL. By this time all the gaols in England were 
filled with the refuſe of the army and navy, which 


having been diſmiſſed at the peace, and either averſe 


_ rrified air, which, adhering to the clothes of the 


to labou or excluded from employment, had natu- 
rally preyed upon the commonyealth. Great num- 
bers of thoſe wretches who, by proper regulations, 
might have been rendered ſerviceable to the com- 


munity, were executed as examples; and the reſt 
periſhed miſerably, amidſt the ſtench and horrors 
of noiſome dungeons. Even the priſon of Newgate 


was rendered ſo inſectious by the uncommon crowds 
of confined felons, ſtowed together in cloſe apart- 
ments, that the very air they breathed acquired a 
peſtilential degree of putrefaction. It was this pu- 


malefactors brought to trial at the bar of the Old- 
Bailey in May, produced among the audience a peſ- 


tilential ſever, which infected and proved fatal to 


the Lord- Mayor of London, to one Alderman, two 


of the judges, divers lawyers. who attended the ſeſ- 


ſion, the greateſt part of the jury, and a conſider- 
able number of the ſpectators. In order to prevent 
ſuch diſaſters for the future, the gaols were cleanſed, 


and accommodated with ventilators, which exhauſt 
the foul and ſupply a circulation of freſh air; and 
other humane precautions were taken for the bene- 


fit of the priſoners. ' 


no remarkable alteration. An Ambaſſador Extra- 
ordinary being ſent to Peterſburgh from the court 


S XL1, The affairs of the continent underwent 


of London, declared to the Czarina's miniſter, that 
in caſe of a rupture between Ruſſia and Sweden, 
occaſioned. by the hoſtilities committed hy the for- 
mer power, his Britannick Majeſty would conſider 


Ruſſia as the aggreſſor, and the Czarina could not 
expect that he would ſupply her with the ſuccours 


which he was engaged by treaty to furniſh for her 
„„ defence, 
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defence, in caſe he ſhould be attacked. A decla- C HAF. 
ration of the ſame nature was made by the Ambaſ- Weg 
ſador of her Imperial Majeſty the Queen of Hungary, 7. 
while the- miniſters of France and Pruſſia, who were 
in ſtrict alliance with Sweden, gave her to unders 
ſtand, that they would punctually fulfil] their en- 
gagements with the court of Stockholm, ſhould ſhe 
actually invade the Swediſh territories of Finland; 
The ſpirit with which the King of Pruſſia exerted 
himſelf on this occaſion, gave infinite umbrage to 
the Czarina, who, indeed, expreſſed her reſent- 
ment, by treating the miniſter of Brandenburgh with 
contemptuous neglect, and even refuſed to favour 
him with an audience, till he ſhould be veſted with 
the character of Ambaſſador, Thus were ſown the 
ſeeds of miſunderſtanding between thoſe two powers, 
Which, in the ſequel, grew up to the moſt bitter 
- animoſity, and ſerved ro inflame thoſe difſentions 
which have deſolated the faireſt provinces of Ger- 
many. The remonſtrance of his Pruſſian Majeſty, 
with reſpect to the troubles of the North, was couched 
in ſuch terms as gave diſſatisfaction to the Court of 
Peterſburgh. The Ruſſian Miniſter retired from 
Berlin, without the ceremony of taking leave, and 
the Pruffian Ambaſſador Warendorf was recalled 
from the Court of the Czar ina. 
SXLII. The attention of his Britannick Majeſty . 5 
was not wholly engroſſed by the diſputes between = 
Ruſſia and Sweden, He had another object in view, | 
which more nearly concerned the intereſt of his Ger- 
man dominions; and had fer on foot two negocia- 
tions of the utmoſt importance to the commerce and 
advantage of Great Britain. His firſt and principal - 
aim was, in conjunction with the Court of Vienna, * 
to take ſuch meaſures as would ſecure the fucceſſiog 
of the Imperial dignity to the Archduke Joſeph, 
eldeſt ſon and heir to the reigning Emperor. As 
tha previous ſtep to that elevation, it was propoſed 
js elect this young Prince King of the Romans; 
ING! U4 „„ 
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B . and for this purpoſe it was neceſſary to procure i 
*” , majority not only of the electors, but alſo in the diet 
of the empire, through which the propoſal muſt have 
paſſed.” No ſtone was left unturned to reconcile this 
_ expedient to the German Princes. Subſidies were 
offered by the maritime powers of England, and 
the States-General, to the Electors of Mentz and 
Cologn; and a treaty of the ſame nature was con- 
, cluded. with the EleQor of Bavaria, who, in conſi- 
deration of an annual ſubſidy, amounting to forty 
thouſand. pounds ſterling, two-thirds to be paid by 
Britain, and the reſt by the States General, engaged 


* % 
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to keep in readineſs. a body of ſix thouſand infantry, 
as auxiliaries to the Maritime Powers, though not to 


act againſt the Emperor or empire; and to join the 
intereſt of his Britannick Majeſty in the diet, as 
well as in the electoral college. In order to render 
the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, propitious 

to this deſign, he was accommodated with the loan 
of a very conſiderable ſum, upon the mortgage of 
certain bailiwicks and lordſhips- belonging to the 
Saxon dominions. Thus, a majority of the electors 
was ſecured, and ſuch foundations were laid for the 
ſucceſs of this project, that it was generally believed 
it would be accompliſhed in his Britannick Majeſty's 


next viſit to his German dominions. Hopes, it 


was ſaid, were given to the King of Sweden, that 
| his concurrence would be gratified by erecting the 


Houſe of Heſſe-Caſſel, of which he was head, into 


a tenth electorate. Arguments of an intereſting 
nature were uſed with the King of Pruſſia, and the 
Elector Palatine, that, if poſſible, the diet might 
unanimouſly approve of this meaſure, ſo neceſſary 


for eſtabliſhing the peace of the empire, and pre+ 


venting ſuch troubles as aroſe from a diſputed ſue- 
ceſſion at the death of Charles the Sixth. Theſe 


endeayours, however, did not ſucceed in their full 
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I xXUIn. The King of Pruſſia, as Elector of CHAP. | 


Brandenburgh, oppoſed the election as unneceſſary 
and improper, on account of the health and vigour 
of the reigning Emperor, and the tender years of 
the Archduke. This Monarch had fer himſelf up 


as a balance to the power of. the Houſe of "Auſtria, - 


— 
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which had long aſpired to abſolute dominion over 


its co-eſtates, and endeavoured to eſtabliſh an here- 
ditary right of ſucceſſion to the empire: he, there- 


fore, employed all his influence to fruſtrate the mea- 
fure propoſed, either aftuared by a ſpirit of pure 
patriotiſm, or inſpired with deſigns which he had 


not yet thought proper to declare. The oppoſition 
was joined by the Elector Palatine, and countenan- 


eed by the French King; who proteſted, that, for 


the ſake of peace, he would not oppoſe this election, 
though contrary to the Golden Bull, provided it 


ſnould be confirmed by the unanimous conſent of | 


the electoral college: but, ſhould any one member 


ſignify his diſſent, and he or any State of the em» 


ou claim the protection and aſſiſtance of his Moſt 
hriſtian Majeſty, he could not diſpenſe with grants 


ing both, in 3 of his being guarantee of 
the treaty of Weſtphalia; an engagement by which 
he was obliged to ſuccour thoſe Princes and States 
| of the empire who might have recourſe to him, in 
caſe of any grievance they ſuffered, contrary to what 
was ſtipulated in that coaftirarion; This declara- 


tion co-operating with the known character of his 


Pruſſian Majeſty, whoſe 2 army over-awed —4 
| probability damped that 


nover and Bohemia, in a 


vigour with which the Courts of Vienna and Heren- 


jation, ' 


attention of the Britiſh y was the eſtabliſn. 


hauſen had hitherto proſecuted this arenen 
$ XLIV. The ſecond: object that employed che 


ment of the preciſe limits of Acadia, or Nova- 


Scotia, where the new colony had ſuffered great 
: miſchief and igterruption from che incurſions of the 


Indians, 
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majority not only of the electors, but alſo in the diet 
of the empire, through which the propoſal muſt have 
paſſed.” No ſtone was left unturned to reconcile this 


_ expedient to the German Princes. Subſidies were 


offeted by the maritime powers of England, and 
the States- General, to the Electors of Mentz and 
Cologn; and a treaty of the ſame nature was con- 


cluded with the Elector of Bavaria, who, in conſi- 


deration of an annual ſubſidy, amounting to forty 
thouſand pounds ſterling, two-thirds to be paid by 
Britain, and the reſt by the States General, engaged 

to keep in readineſs. a body of ſix thouſand infantry, 
as auxiliaries to the Maritime Powers, though not to 


act againſt the Emperor or empire; and to join the 


intereſt of his Britannick Majeſty in the diet, as 


well as in the eleQoral college. In order to render 


the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, propitious 


to this deſign, he was accommodated with the loan 


of a very conſiderable ſum, upon the mortgage of 
certain bailiwicks and lordſhips- belonging to the 
Saxon dominions. Thus, a majority of the electors 
was ſecured, and ſuch foundations were laid for the 
ſucceſs of this project, that it was generally believed 
it would be accompliſhed in his Britannick Majeſty's 
next viſit to his German dominions. Hopes, it 
was ſaid, were given to the King of Sweden, that 
his concurrence would be gratified by erecting the 
Houſe of Hefſe-Caſſel, of which he was head, into 
a tenth electorate. Arguments of an intereſting 


nature were uſed with the King of Pruſſia, and the 


Elector | Palatine, that, if poſſible, the diet might 


unanimouſly approve of this. meaſure, ſo neceſſary 


j for eſtabliſhing the peace of the empire, and pre. 


venting ſuch troubles as aroſe from a diſputed ſuc- . 
ceſſion at the death of Charles the Sixth. Theſe 
endeayours, however, did not ſucceed in their full 
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ü XIII. The King of Pruſſia, as Elector of an 


Brandenburgh, oppoſed the election as unneceſſar y, 


and improper, on account of the health and vigour © 


of the reigning Emperor, and the tender years of 


the Archduke. This Monarch had fer himſelf up 
as a balance to the power of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
which had long aſpired to abſolute dominion over 
its co- eſtates, and endeavoured to eſtabliſh an here 


ditary right of ſucceſſion to the empire: he, there- 


fore, employed all his influence to fruſtrate the mea» 
ſure propoſed, either actuated by a ſpirit of pure 
patriotiſm, or inſpired with deſigns which he had 


not yet thought proper to declare. The oppoſition 


as joined by the Elector Palatine, and countenan- 
eed by the French King; who proteſted, that, for 


the ſake of peace, he would not oppoſe this election, 
though contrary to the Golden Bull, provided ir 


17509. 


ſhould be confirmed by the unanimous conſent of | 


the electoral college: bur, ſhould any one member 


ſignify his diſſent, and he or any State of the em- 


pot claim the protection and aſſiſtance of his Moſt 
hriſtian Majeſty, he could not diſpenſe with grants 


ing both, in conſequence of his being guarantee of 
the treaty of Weſtphalia; an engagement by which 


he was obliged to ſuccour thoſe Princes and States 


of the empire who might have recourſe to him, in 
caſe of any grievance: they ſuffered, contrary to what 
was ſtipulated in that conſtitution, This declara- 


tion co-operating with the known character of his 
Pruſfian Majeſty, whoſe _ army. over-awed Ha- 
nover and Bohemia, in a 


ociation. 


attention of the Britiſh miniſtry, was the eſtabliſn- 


ment of the preciſe limits of Acadia, or Nova- 


Scotia, where the new colony had ſuffered great 


Miſchief and interruption from che incurſions of the 


Indians, 


* 


probability damped that 
vigour with which the Courts of Vienna and Heren- 
hauſen had hitherto proſecuted this important 
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-Bbok' Indians, excited to theſe outrages by the ſubjects 
and emiffaries of France. ' Commiſſaries had been 
— appointed, by bath crowns, to meet at Paris, and 
- 75%. compromiſe theſe diſputes : but the conferences were 


rendered abortive by every art of cavilling, chicane- 


ry, and procraſtination, which the French commiſ- 
ſioners oppoſed to the juſtice and perſpicuity of the 
 Fangliſh- claims. They not only miſinterpreted trea- 


ties, though expreſſed: with the utmoſt preciſion, 


and perplexed the conferences with difficulties and 
matter foreign to the ſubject, but they carried the 


fineſſe of perfidy ſo far as to produce falſe charts 
and maps of the country, in which the rivers and 


boundaries were miſplaced: and miſrepreſented. At 
this time alſo the inſincerity of the French court 


appeared in affected delays and artful objections, 


= of the neutral iſlands 
in the Weſt-Indies; and” the Governors of the Bri- 


tiſh plantations, in different parts of North-Ameri- 


ca, tranſmitted intelligence, that the French had 
begun to make encroachments on the back of the 


- Engliſh colonies. | 


$ X LV. Perhaps che precarious footing on which 


the peace ſtood between Great-Britain and France at 
this juncture, and the critical ſituation of affairs in 


Germany, determined the miniſtry- of England to 


_ - compromiſe all differences with Spain, upon ſuch 


terms as at any other time they would hardly have 
- embraced. In order to diſcuſs thoſe points between 
the two nations, which had not been ſettled by the 
' treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, conferences were alſo be- 


gun at Madrid, and carried on by Mr. Keene, ple- 


nipotentionary of his Britannick Majeſty, and Don 


Joſeph de Carvajal aad Lancaſtro, the Spaniſh 


King's miniſter. At length a treaty was concluded 
on theſe conditions: The King of Spain engaged 
to pay, in three months, to the South-Sea company 

of England, one hundred thoyſand pounds ſtetling, 

es an indemnifigation for all claims upon his crown, | 


by 
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by virtue of the Aſſiento. In other reſpects, the CHAP. 
trade and navigation of the Engliſh to the F | 
of Spain were regulated by former treaties. It was 2730. 
| ſtipulated, That they ſhould pay no other duties 
than thoſe that were exacted of them in the reign of 
Charles II. of Spain: That they ſhould be treated 
on the footing of the moſt favoured nations; and 
continue to enjoy the privilege of taking ſalt at the - 
iſland of Tortuga. But there was no article re- 
ſtricting the Spaniſh guarda coſtas from ſearching 
the Britiſh veſſels on the high ſeas: although, as 
we have already obſerved, this inſolent prerogative, 
aſſumed without right, and exerciſed without hu- 
manity, was, in effect, the original and ſole cauſe of 
the late rupture, which had been attended with fuch 
enormous expence to the nation. It muſt be owned, - 
however, that his Catholick Majeſty was at this period 
extremely well diſpoſed to live upon good terms witn 


Great-Britain. He was reſolved to indulge his people | 
with the bleſſings of peace, to propagate a ſpirit of + f 
induſtry throughout his dominions, and in particu- ö 


lar to encourage commerce, which he foreſaw would P 
prove a much more certain and inexhauſtible ſource 
of wealth, power, and influence; than all the trea- 
ſures he could drain from the mines of Mexico and 
Peru. His reſolutions. on this intereſting ſubject 
were chiefly directed by Don Ricardo Wall, who 
now acted as his miniſter at London; à gentleman 
of Iriſh extract, who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in 
the field as well as in the cabinet, and poſſeſſed the 
joint qualifications of a general and a ſtateſman. He 0 
| had, by virtue of a paſſport, come over privately Ul 
to England before the peace, in order to pave the | 
way for the treaty, by a ſecret negociation with the 
Engliſh miniſters; but immediately after the peace 
Was proclaimed, he appeared in the character of 
- ambaſſador. - He was poſſeſſed of the moſt inſinua- 
ting addreſs, ſhrewd, penetrating, and inquiſitive. 
| | While he reſided in Londen, he ſpared no pains in 
| 8 | e A N learning 
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BOOK learning the nature of thoſe manufactures, and that 
III. commerce, by which Great - Britain had been ſo re- 
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ſon Joſeph, who, if he has fallen ſhort of his fa- 
ther 1a ſome reſpects, cannot be juſtly charged with _ 


ly qualities were debaſed by a cruel ſpirit of bigotry 
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markably aggrandized ; and on his return to Spain, 
where in a little time he was placed at the helm of 
affairs, he turned the knowledge he had thus ac- 
quired: to the advantage of his country. He not 
only promoted the uſeful arts within the kingdom of 


Spain, but demonſtrated the infinite advantage that 
would accrue from an active trade, which the Spa- 
niards had for many ages neglected; and in a few 


years their ſhips were ſeen to ſwarm in all the com- 
mercial ports of Europe. Of other foreign events 
which diſtinguiſhed this ſummer, the moſt remark- 


- able was the death of John King of Portugal, who 
perfectly underſtood, and ſteadily purſued, the true 


intereſts of his country, and in whom many prince- 


and ſuperſtition, He was ſucceeded by his eldeſt 


having inherited this paternal weakneſs. ' + 


$ XL VI. The King of Greart-Britain having re- 


turned to England, opened the ſeſſion of parliament 
in January with a ſpeech, importing, That he had 


concluded a treaty with the King of Spain, and 


amicably achuſted ſuch differences as could not be ſo 


-properly compromiſed in a general treaty : That 
the commerce of this nation with that country was 


re-eſtabliſhed upon the moſt advantageous and. ſure 


foundations; and that there was the greateſt reaſon 


to hope the ancient friendſhip between Great-Britain 


and Spain would, from mutual inclination as well 
as intereſt, be now effectually reſtored. He told 


them, that in conjunction with the Empreſs- Queen 
and the States-General, he had concluded a' treaty 


with the Elector of Bavaria; and was employed in 


raking ſuch ſurther meaſures as might beſt tend to 


ſtrengthen and ſecure the tranquillity of the Empire, 
ſupport its ſyſtem, and timely anticipate ſuch events 


, 
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as had been found by expetience to endanger the & HAF. 
common cauſe, involve Europe in the calamities of 
war, and occaſion the loſs of much blood and trea- 730. 
ſure to theſe kingdoms. He promiſed, that botù6uh 
theſe treaties ſnould be ſubjected to their peruſal: 
he gave them to underſtand, that he had received 
from all the other contracting powers in the defini- 
tive treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle the moſt full and 
clear declarations of their reſolution to preſerve the 
general peace; and that he-had taken care to conſo- 
lidate the ties of union and friendſhip between him 
and his allies, the Setter to ſecure their mutual in- 
tereſts, maintain the peace already ſubſiſting, and 
re vent the occaſion of any future rupture. Final- 
ly, he recommended unanimity, the improvement 
of commerce, and the effectual ſuppreſſion of ſuch. 
outrages and violences as are inconſiſtent with 
order and government, and endanger the hives and 
properties of the ſubject, whoſe happineſs and flou- 
riſhing condition he had entitely at heart. 5 
_ SXLVIEk When the motion was made for an 
addreſs of thanks, couched in terms that favoured 
of the moſt implicit complaiſance, approbation, and 
acquieſcence in the meaſures which the Crown had 
taken, the Earl of Eg-t, and ſome other anti- 
courtiers, affirmed, that ſuch an addreſs: would be 
_ equally ſervile and abſurd.” They: obſerved,, That 
nothing could be more prepoſterous than a blind ap- 
robation of meaſures which they did not know: | k 
hat nothing could be more ridiculous than their WOE 
congratulations on the preſent happy tranquillity, | 
when almoſt every day's neus - papers informed them 585 
of ſome Britiſh ſhips being ſeized by the Spaniards, — 
or ſame new attack made by the French on our in 
fant colony in Nova- Scotia. With reſpect to the 
continent of Europe, they-affirmed, that the tran- 
quillity of Germany would have been upon a much 
more ſolid foundation, had England never interpoſed 
in the affairs of the Empite : in that caſe the RO 5 th 
9 : 1 | would 1 
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would of themſelves have ſapported the conſtitution 
of their own country: That the election of an infant 
for King of the Romans was much more likely to 
diſturb than eſtabliſh the tranquillity of Evrope ; be- 
cauſe it would help to overturn the conſtitution of 
the Empire, by rendering the Imperial dignity here- 
ditary in one Houſe, | inſtead of being the reſult of a 


free election. They took notice, that the conſtitu- 


tion had provided vicars to govern the Empire 
during the vacancy of the Imperial throne; but had 


made no proviſion of regents, protectors, or guar- 
dians, for a minor Emperor, becavſe it was never 


ſuppoſed that a minor would be choſen. They in- 
veighed againſt the late treaty with Spain; in which, 
they ſaid, the miniſtry, for the paltry ſum of one 
hundred thouſand pounds, had given up the claims 
of the Sourth-Sea Company, and other Britiſh mer- 
chants, who had ſuffered from depredations to the 


amount of one million three hundred thouſand 


pounds; and bartered away the freedom of our trade 
and navigation, by leaving untouched that prero- 
gative which the Spaniards have aſſumed of ſearch- 
ing the Britiſh ſhips in the open ſeas; and confifcating 


them, ſhould they find on board the leaſt particle of 


what they called contraband merchandize. They 
roduced an inſtance of an Engliſh ſhip, lately driven 
99 ſtreſs of weather into one of the ports of the 


Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, where ſhe was ſearched, ſeized, 


and condemned, under this pretence. They reca- 


pitulated the conduct of the French, who, in the 
midſt of their declarations of peace and moderation, 


were ſtill employed in fortifying their ſettlements on 
the neutral iſlands, as well as in harraſſing and en- 
croaching upon our plantations in North-America. 
They exclaimed againſt the treaty of ſubſidy with 


the EleQor of Bavaria, or any other Prince in time 
of peace; obſerving, that for ſome years the nation 


had paid-ſuch penfions to the Danes and the Heſ- 
ſians; but, in the courſe of the late war, the ſormer 


abandoned 


% e gg 
abandoned our intereſts, and the latter actually took C HAP. 
arms againſt Great-Britain, They affirmed, that 1. 
the ſubſidy was greater than the nation could ſpare; - 
for, uoleſs the land- tax ſhould be continued at four 
ſhillings in the pound, they could not afford a fhil- 
ling to any Prince in Germany, without encroachmg s 
upon the ſinking fund. At ſuch a juncture (ſaid _ 1 
« a certain member) will any gentleman preſume to | 
© propoſe the continuation of ſuch an impoſition'on 4 
« the land- holder, for the fake of bribing the Princes 
c of Germany to do what?—to preſerve the free- 

«. dom and independency of their native country. 
« I ſay, Princes of Germany, becauſe this ſubſidy to 
© Bavaria will Ggnify nothing, unleſs we take half a 
« ſcore more of them into our pay; and when we 
have thus indulged them for ſeven years of peace, 
« they may give us the lip, as others have done, 
% whenever another war ſhould be declared.“ 
Againſt theſe objections the motion was ſupported / 
by Mr. William Pitt, at this time an advocate for 
the miniſtry. He obſerved, that the addreſs was no 
more than the uſual compliment to the Throne, 
which did not imply an obligation on the Parliament 
to approve of meaſures which they might find cauſe 
to cenſure upon further enquiry. He faid, the trivial 
diſputes (till ſubſiſting between this nation and the 
Spaniards, or French, would ſoon be terminated 
amicably, and could never affect the general tran- 
quillity of Europe, which was to be eſtabliſhed upon 
a firm alliance between his Majeſty and ſuch a Con- 
federacy upon the Continent as would be an over- | : 
match for the Houſe of Bourbon. He expatiated 1 
upon his Majeſty's wiſdom in taking off from the "1 
French intereſt ſuch a powerful Prince as the Elector 
of Bavaria, and concerting other ſalutary meaſures 
for preſerving the balance of power on the Conti- 
nent. He defended the articles of the late treaty 
with Spain; obſerving, that what remained of the 
Aſſiento contract was a matter of very little conſe- 
quence to the South- Sea Company; that the _ 
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BOO K mands of this Company, and other Britiſh mers: 
chants, were all cancelled by the rupture with Spain, 
and more than recompenſed to the nation by a great 
balance of captures during the war, as well as by the 
great traffick carried on with the Spaniſh ſettlements 


in the Weſt-Indies, after it had been laid 


by this treaty the Court of Spain had made many 
important conceſſions: they had condeſcended to pay 


a great ſum to the South-Sea Company: they had 


conſented to the re-eſtabliſhment of the Britiſh trade 


in Spain, upon a very advantageous and folid foot- _ 
ing, by agreeing chat the ſubjects of Great - Britain 


ſnould pay no other duties on merchandize than thoſe 


exacted l his Catholick Majeſty's own ſubjects, and 
to aboliſh all innovations that had been introduced 


into the commerce. He affirmed, that the article 


of No Search was a ſtipulation which it would have 
been ridiculous to inſiſt upon; and thought proper 
to obviate a reproach which he foreſaw the oppoli- 
tion would throw upon him, from the circumſtance 

of his having, upon a former occaſion, heartily con- 

_ curred in à motion for an addreſs, That no treaty of 
peace with Spain ſhould be admitted, unleſs ſuch a 


ſtipulation ſhould be firſt obtained as a preliminary, 


He owned he had ſtrenuouſiy contended for ſuch a 
motion, becauſe at that time, being very young and 


ſanguine, he thought it right and reaſonable: but 
he Was now ten years older, had conſidered matters 


more coolly, and was convinced that the privilege 


of No Search, with reſpect to Britiſh veſſels ſailing 
near the American ſhore, would never be obtained, 


unleſs Spain ſhould be brought lo low as to acquieſce 
in any terms we as victors might propoſe, He like- - 
Viſe ſignified his conviction, that all addreſſes from 


_ the Houſe of Commons, duting the courſe of a war, 


for preſcribing terms of peace, were in themſelves 


ridiculous; and that every ſuch- addreſs was an en- 
croachment on the ** prerogative, which had 


; always 


the demolition of their fortreſſes. He aſſerted, that 
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Ho far theſe arguments are ſatisfactory, concluſive, 
and conſiſtent; we' ſhall leave to the reader's deter- 
mination; Certain it is, they were adopted by the 


majority, and the addreſs was preſented without ſurn- 


ther oppoſition 


_ © '$ XLVIII. The two grand; committees appointed- 


to diſcuſs the ſupplies for the enſuing year, and the 
funds vpon which they were-to be raiſed, proceeded, 
as uſual, under the direction of the miniſtry; yet not 


without ſome vehement oppoſition, in which certain 


ſervants of the Crown expreſſed the moſt hearty con- 
currence. When a motion was made for: reducing 


the number of ſeamen to eight thouſand, Mr. W. 
Pitt, Mr. Littelton, and Mr. G. Grenville oppoſed 


it with all their might of argument and elocution; 
but they were over- ruled. Annual debates were 
alſo revived, with the ſame ſucceſs,” upon the num- 


ber of troops conſtituting the ſtanding army; but 


the other reſolutions of the grand committees met 


with little or no oppoſition. © The number of ſea- 


men for the enſuing year was limited to eight thou; 
ſand: and that of the ſtanding forces continued at 


eighteen thouſand eight hundred and fifty- ſeven ef- 


fective men; including one thouſand eight hundred 


and fiſteen invalids; The Commons granted a con- 


ſiderable ſum of money for paying off the principal 
of ſuch redeemable ſtocks as had not been ſub- 


ſeribed, in purſuance of two acts paſſed in the laſt 


ſemñon for reducing the intereſt of annuities. Thirty 


thobfand pounds were given for fulfilling the King's | 


engagement with the Elector of Bavaria: large grants 


were made for ſupplying deficiencies, and replacing 


ſums. borrowed from the ſinking fund. The ex- 
pence” incurred by the new colony in Nova · Scotia, 
not provided for by Parliament, exceeded fiſty-ſeven 


thouſand pounds; and the maintenance ol it for the 


enſuing year was fixed at fifty- three thouſand nine 
hundred and twenty»ſeven pounds, mn 
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WY _ ider to hom hetle parpoſe 


a His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, ia conſe- 


An enormous charge l if ve conc: 
all this bounty was be- 
22 ſtowecddl. A fund was eſtabliſhed: under the ſanction 
of Parliament, for the relief and maintenance of ei £ 
widowy of ſes officers; are tho upon the bogks 
of every ſhip of war in ſea - pay, the wages e * 
tuals of one man for every hundred of whith the 
eochplement ſhull con ſiſt, for ſuch time onby us the 
number of men employed in the ſervice of the royal 
ny fall not exceed twenty thouſand. This was 
an additienat iadolgence, over and above. the al- 
lowance of one ma grented by a fotmet act of. Par- 
Hament. On the whole, the proviſions of this year. 
amounted to five miſhons one husdred twenty-five = 
thouſatd twenty · three pounds, eleven ſtiilliags and 
ſeven· penee, to be rajfed by the uſual gutes, the 
forty” of one million twenty in thouſand four hun- 
dred ſeventy · 6a pounds, four ſhillings; and ſix-pence, 
advanced by the Bank of England, to pay off their 
sn enfubſcribed annuities, for which they accepted 
Exchequer-bills at three per cent intereſt; by tbe 
_ htjd-tax at three ſhillings in the pound; a lottery 
und aunities, at the rate of three per ont per aun 
* be charged on the finking ſund, redete mable by 
arliament. The annual meaſure called the mutiny- 
din was hot paſſed withobr diſpute and altercation: 
ſome alterations were propoſed, but not adopted 1 
ang che ſentences of — ſtill aden "= 
de fevifiod; 1 - "72 1+) 
9 BI XLIX. In rhe mit of theſe. Ae the 
kingdom was alarmed with an ever; which over 
Shelmed the people wih grief and conſternation, - 


v oo nd ſour- pence. 


nenee of a coll 

ized with 4 pteurecick diſorder; and, after a ſhorg 
> expired on the twentieth, day of March, te 
the unſpeak able afſftiction of his Royal Conſort, andi 
the unkeigned (orrow-of all who wiſhed well to their | 
. eee E n ny 8 2 
* ne = 


Taught in his garden at Kew, way. 


1 


N 
ts? 
= 


= E: 

IIS — 
5 — 
* 

ALA 

I = 
* "| 

A 

LL 

3 

1 


— 4 
N Pa * 
= AS ? 
- CY - 4 
* 7 
4 * 
\ Q 
— - 
7 * 
WY 8 . 
: g * is 
\ G 4 
Va - 
i : 
N 
f 
db 4 


* 


ue ous char r. 


ll 


* 


N 


8 


1480 


VCÄÄLLL r r . -w 3 66 ͤÄ : ͤl Y ˙ «Ä is ac... f Has Bono . 
- * 7 , 


* 


4a. 


od 


* 


— 
| ; - 
« . . * 
* . } 
" * & 
4 * . 4 
. _ * 
. wy 
* * 3 F. 
/ \ wi : 7 4 
. 
* * T 
2 
2 3 : I . 855 
= „ : 
Y 1 1 # 7 
” 
= F | 
* 
Ke — 
K - 
4 # 
| : 
_ 
* , / 
: * * 
* 
: : 
I 
: by 
1 
# 0 + 
- 
- x 7 
! a " 1 
N - 
* a 
- * a 
— \ 
1 "1 * 
N 4 
: * 
5 . . * 
. 1 a 
N 
N * a " * 
9 
— p : 4 
. 1 
= , * 
1 * 4 1 
. % | 
* . [ 
: a sf q 
1 . g 
1 ” 
” . 
* * 
* . 
E o 
9 = 
\ 
5 9 . 
* ol n * 
- - 
$ : ; 
= * * 
» * 5 4 
- 
F 9 
* * 
" 4 — 0 A 
. * P 
. * © 6 "od 
* p * * 
s " 4 * 
* 9 
20 „ 
| L ; 2 
þ. . - C = 
; L g of 
— - 
* 
. 
: - 
* " 
* A 7 0 2 — be | 2 3 —— 2 22 8 - 
Q 5 1 r k - * =” — wh — 2 2 A * 29 * — hm, f * 
* £ « \.& . 4 
1 * $ þ 44 as 7 r bn p 


e o SS - -— nn 
the year of his a Art axe EE r. 
able li which'c re the affeQion of 
the people, a tender and odliging huſband, 2 „„ 
nt, 4 kind maſter, bets 3 candid, and 
Caine, a munificent patron of the arts, an un- 
wearied friend to merit; well diſpoſed to aſſert the Hh 
rights of mankind in general, and warmly attached | 
to the intereſt of Great- Britain. The nation could 
not hut be afflicted at ſeeing a Prince of ſuch ex- 
pectations raviſhed from their hopes; and their 
was the better founded, as the King had already at- 
rained to an advanced age,” and the heir apparent, | 
George, now Prince of Wales, was a minor. 
5 JL. His Majeſty, forefeeing all the ineonvenien - a 
cies which might ariſe from a minority, deliberated 
with his — on this Lg and reſolved to ob- 
rain a parliamentary ſanction for the meafures judged 
neceffary to ſecure the ſucce on. With this view 
he ſent a meſſage to both Houſes on rhe twen 
fixth day of April, importing, That nothing — 7 
conduct ſo much to the m eſel vation of the Proreliate 
ſucceſſion'in his Royal Family, as proper pfovifions 
for the tuition of the perſon of his ſueceſſor, and for 
the regular adminiſtration of the government, in 
caſe the ſuccrſſor ſhould be of tender years: his 
| Majeſty, therefore, earneſtly recommended this 
. weighty affair to the deliberation of Parliament; 
and propaſed, that when the Imperial Crown gf 
theſe realms ſhould deſcend” to any of the late 
Prince's ſons, being under the age of eighteen years, 
his mother, the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, ſhould - 
be guardian of his perſon, and regent of theſe ki 
doms, until he ſhovld attain the age of as Fr 
with ſuch powers and limitations as ſhould woo 5 
neceſſary and expedient for theſe purpoſes, WE 
meſſage produced a very affeQionate addreſs, Fog o 
miſing to take the affair into by x ſerious confide= 


ration; and in the beginning of May the Duke 
— 5 the Hoe Res. bill 
to 


* . - 
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30 © x to provide for the adminiſtration of government, ia 
III. caſe the crown ſhovid deſcend to a minor. The 
„ dill was read a ſecaod time, and committed, when 
ui. a ſecond meſſage arrived from his Majeſly, recom- 
mending to their conſideration the ſettlement of ſuch 

a council of regency. as the bill propoſed, conſiſti 
of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cuinberlind, 
who at that time commanded. the army, the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, the 
Lord High Treaſurer, or firſt Eord Commiſſioner 
of the. Treaſury, the Prefident.of the Council, the 
Lord Privy-Seal, the Lord High- Admiral of Great- 
Britain, or firſt Commiſſioner of the Admiralty, the 
two principal Secretaries- of State, and the Lord 
O)dief Juſtice of the King's Bench; all theſe great 
officers, except his Royal Highneſs the Duke, for 
the time being. This bill did not paſs through the 
Lower Houſe without violent debate and bitter ſat- 
caſms. The council of regency, though eſpouſed 
by all the miniſtry, including the Paymaſter- general, 
met with fierce oppoſition, as an unneceſſary and 
fatal reſtriction, that would impede the machine of 
government, and, as the couneil was conſtituted, 
might be, productive of the moſt pernĩciqus conſe- 
i * quence. Some of the members ventured even to 
| inſinuate the danger of leaving at the head of a large 
ſtanding army a Prince of the Blood, veſted with a 
ſhare of the regency, poſſeſſed of great petſonal in- 
Huence, the darling of the ſoldiery, brave, popular, 
0 And enterpriſing: ſuppoſed not wholly devoid of 
ambition, and not at all remarkable for any ſymp- 
tos of extraordinary affection towards the perſon 
of the Heir, Appatent. The hiſtory of England was 
_ranſacked. for invidious inſtances of royal uncles and 
"regents, who had jnjured the ſovereigns, and dif 
treſſed the governmentp by their pride, cruelty, and 
ambition, The characters of John Lackland, and 
John of Ghent, Humphrey and Richard Dukes of 
Glouceſter,; were called in review, canvaſſed, com- 
PT EL 8 8 | pared, - 
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a n quoted, with ſome odious applications: SA 5 


but the majority, being convinced of the loyalty, 
virtue, integrity, and great abilities of his Royal 
Highneſs,” to whom the nation owed obligations of 


—.— | 


the molt important nature, paſſed the hill wich a few 


amendments, in which the Lords acquieſced; and 
in a little time it received the Royal ſanction. 


SLI. The death, of the Prince of Wales was faral 62 


& to à bill which had bern brought into the Houſe of 
Commons, ſor naturalizing all foreign Proteſtants 


who ſhould ſettle within the dominions of Greats 
Britain. Political arithmeticians have generally 


taken it for granted, that to every commercial na- 
tion an increaſe of people is an increaſe of opulence; 
and this maxim is certainly true, on the ſuppoſition 
that every individual is induſtrious, and that there is 


a ſufficient field for employment; but all theſe ge- 


neral maxims ought to be received under certain 
qualifications. When all branches of manufacture 


are overſtocked, an addition of workmen will doubt- 


leſs be an additional incumbrance on the commu- 
nity. In the debates which this bill produced, the 


members of the miniftry were divided among them 


ſelves. The meaſure. was enforced by the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer, Mr. W. Pitt, and Mr. Littel- 
ton; and in vppoſing it the Earl of Egmont was 


joined by Mr. Fox, Secretary at War. Petitions 
and counters petitioas were pteſented by the mer- 
chants. of London, Briſtol, and other trading towns 


of the kingdom; All merchants and traders of ſo- 


reign extraction exerted themſelves vigorouſly in its 


behalf, and it was without doubt countenanced by 
the adminiſtration; but the /proje& was odious to 


the people in general. The Lord- Mayor. Alder- 


men, and Commons of London, in Common Coun- 
eil aſſembled, compoſed a remonſt trance to the Lower 
Houſe, ſetting forth the danger and inutility of 4 
general naturaliaation of foreign Proteſtants. A pe- 
tition of the merchants and a inhabitants of 
35 ** * X 3 | | Briſtol 


Fg 


BOOK. Briſtol repreſented that fuch a law would be preju« 
|  ,dJicial to the trade and commerce of this kingdom, 
. by preventing many induſtrious artificers from pro · 
Turiag a ſufficient ſupport for themſelves and their 
families, and of conſequence increaſing the rates of 
the poor: that the introduction of ſuch a number of 
foreigners, inſtead of being a ſupport to the preſent 
happy eſtabliſhment, might endanger the very baſis 
of our conſtitution: that it would greatly tend to 
the diminution of our manufactures, as many ſtran 
would doubtleſs come and refide'in England for a 
time, in order to learn the methods and management 
of our manufacturers and artificers; and, after having 
obtained this inſtruction, return to their native 
countries, where they would eſtabliſn and carry on 
works of the ſame nature. The twentieth day of 
Mlaärch being appointed for the third reading of the 
bill, it was poſtponed, in conſequence of the unfor · 
nate death of the Prince of Wales ; and other peti- 
tions from different cities of the kingdom bei 
multered againſt it in the ſequel, the miniſtry. did 
not think proper to perſiſt in any unpopular meaſure 
at ſuch a delicate conjuncture; ſo the bill was no 
. more brought upon the carpet. Divers other regu- 
lations, relating to civil policy as well as to the 
i commerce of Great - Britain, were propounded in the 
Haouſe of Commons; but theſe propoſals proved 
abortive, either becauſe they appeared crude. and 
indigeſted in themſelves, or the Houſe could nat 
. proper information touching the allegations 
they contained. 4 r 2 
8 LII, There were no other tranſactions in this 
Teſhon, except the concurrence of both Houſes in 
ſtigmatiſiag a printed paper, intitied, © Conſtitu- 
*# tional Queries, earneſtly recommended : to the ſe- 
rious conſideration of every true Briton;ꝰ and 
tte ſteps taken by the Commons, in.conſequence'df 
- the commotions occaſioned by the Weſtminſter elec- 
daa, The abovementiened paper, which had been 
JJC conveyed | 


5 * | WA 
L/ , "me / 
F 1 


r O r n. 


5 oP forms to the 8 Houſed, £845. 
vas communicated to the Lords in the month of * 


Januaty by the Duke of Marlborough, who moved 
For reſolutions againſt it as a ſeditious libel, and that 
the concurrence of the Commons might be deſired. 
A. conference accordingly enſued, and bath Houſes 


concurred in voting the paper a-falſe, malicious, 
ſcandalous, infamous, and ſeditious libel, „containing EN 
the moſt falſe; audacious, and abominable calumnies 
and indignities upon his Majeſty, and the moſt pre- 


ſumptuous und wicked inſinuations that our laws, 
liberties, and properties, and the excellent conſtiru- 


tion of this kingdom, were in danger under his MA. 


eſty's legal, mild, and gracious government, with 


tent to inſtill groundleſs ſuſpicions and jealouſies 
into ehe minds of his Majeſty's good ſubjects, and 


to alienate their affections from his Majeſty and the 


Royal Family. It was, therefore, reſolved by the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in 
Parliament aſſembled, That, in abhotrence and de- 


teſtation of ſuch abominable and ſeditiaus practices, 
"the . ſhould be burnt by the hagds of the com- 
man in the ne Palace yard of Weſtmin- 


— ant” this ſentence was executed accordingly. 


Then they preſented an addreſs to his Majeſty, de. 
ſiring that — moſt effectual means might be taken 
for diſcovering the author, printer, or publiſher, that 
he or they might 'be brought to condign puniſh- 
ment. Directions were given for this purpoſe but 
without effect. Thoſe concerned in writing, priat- 
ing, and circulating the paper, had acted with ſuch 
Nr that not one of them was ever diſcovered. 


F. LIII. The proceedings of the Commons with - 


reſpes to the election of à burgeſs for Weſtminſter 


were attended with ſome entraordinary citecum- 


ſtances, which we ſhall now record, for the edifica- 


ton of thoſe who - pique themſelves on the privi- 


leges of a Britiſh* ſudject. We have already ob- 


— 


3M 


in. 


ſerved, that a majority Be zon the poll fr 


Lord | 
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due, Sir George Vandeput,. demanded a ſcrutiny, 


15231. 


which was granted by the High - bailiff of Weſtmin- 


ſter, the returning officer. During this tedious in- 
veſtigation, which rolled chiefly on the qualifications 
of voters, he acted with ſuch. addreſs and ſeeming 
candour as gave entire ſatisſaction to both parties, 


till at length he determined in favour of Lord 
Trentham, whom he returned as duly elected. Thoſe 


who ſtiled themſelves the Independent Electors did 
not acquieſce in this determination without clamour, 
reproach, menaces, and riot. They taxed Mr. Leigh, 


the High. bailiff, with partiality and injuſtice: they 
loudly affirmed, that miniſterial influence had been 

uſed in the moſt ſcandalous manner; and, finally, 
joined Sir George Vandeput in a petition to the 
Lower Houſe, complaining of an undue election and 
return of a member for the city of Weſtminſter. 
The Commons, inſtead of enquiring into the merits 


of theſe petitions, ordered t to lie upon the 


table; and, without any complaint from any perſon 


whatever, a motion was made that Leigh, the High- 


bailiff, ſbould attend the Houſe immediately, in or- 
der to make them acquainted with what he had done 
in purſuance of the directions he had formerly re- 


ceived from that Houſe, touching the execution of 


the writ for electing a new member to repreſent the 


concerted, Leigh was attending in the lobby, and 
immediately called into the Houſe to be examined 


city of Weſtminſter. As this motion had been pre- 


on this ſubject. Having, in the courſe of his exa- 


mination, alledged that the election had been pro- 


tracted by affected delays, he was aſked by whom, 


and by what means; but, before he could anſwer, 
the Karl of Egmont, interpoſing, objected to the 
queſtion as improper, and moved for the order of 
the day. A debate immediately enſued, in which the 
impropriety of the queſtion was demonſtrated by. Mr. 


Henley, nom Lordekeeper, Dr. Lee, and ſome 


others, 


- 3 eren one STR 
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wow oh molt ſenſible. and moderate members: ofe AT. 
e Houſe : but they were ſed with great vio, „ 
lence. by Lord Tk Corte Hours Fox, Eſq. Sir 15356. 
William Young, Colonel Lyttelton, and the weight 
of the miniſtry ; ſo that the motion ſor the ordet᷑ of 
the day was carried in the negative, and the High- 
bailiff required to anſwer the queſtion, + Thus inter- 
rogated, he. declared that he had been impeded in 
the ſcrutiny, and mal - treated, by Mr. Crowle, who 
had acted as counſel for Sir George Vandeput, by the 
Honourable Alexander Murtay, brother to Lord 
Elibank, and one Gibſon, an upholſterer, who had 
been very adtive, zealous, and turbulent in his en- 
deavours to promote the intereſt of Sir George Van- 
deßput, or rather to thwart the pretenſions of the 
other candidate, who was ſuppoſed to be counte- 
nanced by the miniſtry. Theſe three perſons,” thus 
accuſed, were brought to the bar of the Houſe, 
notwithſtanding the ſtrenuous remonſtrances of ſe- 
veral members, who oppoſed this method of pro- 
ceeding, as a ſpecies of oppreſſion equally arbitrary 
and abſurd, They obſerved, that, as no complaint 
had been preferred, they had no right to take cog- 
nizance of the affair; that if any undue influence 
had been uſed, it would naturally appear when the 
merits of the election ſhould fall under their en- 
quity: that a complaint having been lodged already 
againſt the returning officer, it was their duty to in- 
veſtigate his conduct, and puniſn him, if he ſnould 
be found delinquent; but that nothing could be 
more flagrantly unjuſt, and apparently partial, than 
their neglecting the petitions of the other candidate 
and electors, and encouraging the high · bailiff, who 
ſtood charged with iniquity, to recriminate upon his 
accuſers, that they might be diſabled from giving 
evidence on the enquiry into the merits of the elec- 
tion. What difference is it to the ſubject, whether 
he is oppreſſed by an arbitrary Prince, or by the 
deſpotick inſolence of a miniſterial majority? Mr. 


Crowle 


i ; \ 
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22085 alledged, in bis own vindication,” that he 
had been employed as à counſel by the electors of 
— Weſtminſter, and attended the ſcrotiny in chat 


character; that after the high-bailiff had, in the 
courſe of the laſt ſeſſion, received the order of the 
Houſe to expedite the election, he hurried on 
ſerutiny with ſuch precipitation as, he apprehended, 
was unjuſt, and prejudicial to his clients; that, in 
this epprehenfion,” he (Mr. Crowle)” infifted u poh 
the high-bailiff's proceeding with more Sefer 
and in To doing he thought he did tis duty to his 
employers.” Some evidence being examined againſt 


mim, declared he had not only protracted the 


ſerutiny, but alſo ſpoken difreſpeAful words of the 
_ Houſe of Commons: he was, therefore, repri- 
browns on his knees by the Sen, and di 
Kl. Mr. Morthy being charged with havi 
uttered ſome "threatening and affrontive expreſ ions 
the Houſe adjourned. the confideration of this offi 


for ſome days,” at the expiration of which Mr. 


Murray was to be heard by bis counſel: but, in 
the mean time, they ordered him to be taken into 


euſtody by the ſerj rant at arms attending the Houſe. 
This ſtep, however, was not taken without àa warm 
oppoſition by ſome of the molt ſedate and intelligent 
members of the Houſe, who conſidered it as a cruel 


act of oppreſſion, They obſerved,” that in cafes of 


breach of privilege no perſon complained of was ever 


taken into cuſtody, until after he had been fol 
heard in his defence: that this was literally pre- 


Judging the cauſe before it had been examined; and 
the oppreſſion was the greater, as the alledged | 
_ offence conſiſted entirely of words, of which no 


complaint or information had been made for above 


eight months after the ſuppoſed offence had been 


committed; and, even then, not till an accuſation 
had*been' lodged againſt the informant, upon the 
| trial of which accuſation © "he" perfons informed 


againſt | 


0E En 
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againſt might very /probably be the moſt. magterial & NA N. 


witneſſes. They obſerved, that in one of the 


namely, chat of denying the King's right te the 
crown,..or renouncing the Trinity, the information 


muſt be brought in three or four days after the 


words are ſpoken; the words mult be proved to 
bave been ſpoken maliciouſly, directly, and advi- 
ſedly, and the proſecution muſt commence in three 
months after the infatmation. Tbeſe ſuggeſtions 
made no more impteſſion xhan if they had been 


uttered in ker Thoſe who were. ſecure in their 
number aſſerted that the Houſe of Commons was 


not teſtricted by the forms of proceedings at com- 
mon law; and that it was neceſſary to vindicate 


their own honour and dignity, by making examples 


af thaſe who ſeemed to hold: them in contempt. 


Mr. Murray was committed to the cuſtody of the 
ſegeant at arms, and found bail; and Gibſon was 
ſent priſoner to Newgate, from whence he wẽwas in a 


few days releaſed, upon preſenting an humble peti- 


tion, profeſſing his ſotrow for having incurred the 


diſpleaſure of the Houſe, to the bar of which he 
was brought, and received a reprimand on his ænees 
from the Speaker. In the mean time, divers wit- 


neſſes v eee examined beſore the Houle, declared, 
urray 


That Mr had been ſeen, about the time af 


the return of a member for Weſtminſter, 2 NN 
N 50 


exciting a tumult to acts of violence 
digh-balüff The majority, therefore, alter a long 
and warm debate, agreed, That for ba dangerous 


and ſeditious practices, in violation and contempt 


of ee e of the Houſe, and of. the freedom 
of elections, he ſhould be committed. cloſe priſoner 
to Neugate. Then, in the cloſe of another violent 
debate, they teſolved, That he ſhould be brought 
to the bar of the Houſe, to receive that ſentence on 
his Kuees. He accordingly appeared, and being 


Cirefted OI camply- 5 


He 
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' BOOK He knew that he could not be diſcharged: from 
Newgate doring the ſeſſion, without petitioning, 
"3731. acknowledging his offence, and making ſoch con- 
cefſions as he thought would imply a conſciouſneſs 
of guilt: he conſidered this whole tranſaction as an 
oppreſſive exertion of arbitrary power, and, being 
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appriſed of the extent of their authqrity, determined 
to bear the brunt of their indignation, rather than 
make ſubmiſſions which he deemed beneath the 
dignity of his character. When he refuſed to hum- 
ble himſelf the whole houſe was in commotion; he 


was no ſooner removed from the bar than they re- 


ſolved, That his having in a moſt inſolent and au- 
dacious manner refuſed to be on his knees at the bar 
of that Houſe, in conſequence of their former reſo- 
lution, was a high and moſt dangerous contempt 
of the authority and privilege of the Commons: it 
was, therefore, ordered? that he ſhould be com- 
mitted eloſe priſoner to Newgate, debarred the uſe 


of pen, ink, and paper; and that no perſon ſhould 


have acceſs to him, without the leave of the Houſe. 
Finally, a committee was appointed ro conlider 
what methods might be proper to be taken by them, 


in relation to this inſtance of contempt. Mean while, 


the petitioners againſt the return made by the high- 


bailiff, perceiving the temper of the Houſe, and 


the complexion of the majority, withdrew their pe- 


tition; and the order which had paſſed for hear- 
ing the merits of the election was diſcharged. Mr. 
Murray being taken 'dangerouſly. ill in Newgate, 
application was made to the Commons, by ſome of 
his relations, that he might be removed to a mote 


convenient ſituation; and his phyſician, being exa- 
mined, gave it as his opinion that he was infected 


with the gaol diſtemper. Upon this repreſentation 
the Houſe agreed that the Speaker ſhould iſſue a 


warrant for removing him from . Newgate to the 


cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms; but this favour he 
refuſed to accept, and expreſſed the warmeſt reſents 


ment 
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ment againſt thoſe relations who had applied to the CH AP. 
Commons in his behalf, Thus he remained ſequeſ-. . 

tered even from his own brother and ſiſter, under MM 
the diſpleaſure of the Commons of England, who 
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produced, within the circle of this year, nathing 
elſe worthy of hiſtorical 2 except a ſeries of 
enormous crimes, ariſing from the profligacy of 
indivi uals, which reflected diſgrace upon the mo- 
rals and the polity of the nation. Rapine and rob- 
bery had domineered without intermiſſion ever ſince 
the return of peace, which: was attended with a re- 
duction of the army and navy; but now crimes of a 
6.3: $07 * 1 i * deeper 
one of the moſt remarkable ads which paſſed in the courſe of 
this ſeſſion, was that for regulating the commencement of the year, 
and correcting the calendar, according to the Gregorian computation, 


which had been adopted by all the other nations in Europe. By this 
New Jaw it was decreed that the new year ſhould begin on the fickt 
day gf og » and that eleven intermediate nominal days, between 
the ſecon E fourteenth days of September, 1752, ſhould for that 
time be omitted, fo that the day ſucceeding the ſecond ſhould be 
denominated the fourteenth, of that month. By this eſtabliſhment | 
of the new ſtile, the equinoxes. and ſolſtices will happen nearly on y 
the ſame nominal days on which they fell in the year 425, at the : __ 
council of Nice z and the correſpondence between t Engl mer- f 
chants and thoſe of foreign countries, will be greatly facilitated, with 
reſpect to the dates of letters and accounts. | | 
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derper dye ſeemed to- lift up their heads; in cons 
tempt of law and humabity f. Every day almolt 
produced freſh inſtances of perjury, forgery, fraud; 
and circumyention; and the kingdom exhibited a 
molt amaaing jumble of virtue and vice, honour 
and inſamy, compaſſion and; obduracy, ſentiment 
n nn, od HL mobo) 
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* An indulgent parent was poiſoned by his--only daughter; ob 


whom, beſides other marks of tendernoſ@ and paternal affei 
had beſtowed'a liberal education, which NK eps 


ang ingratitude. Another young the 


and ſole guardian. A poor old woman, having from the ignorance | 


and ſuperſtition of her neighbours, incurred the ſuſpicion ſorcery 


with all the wantopneſs of barbarity. Rape and murder. were 
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embraced him, while he ſtood on the brink of eternity. 
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Book . I. T royal family of England had SY 


tained three-ſevere ſhocks in the compaſs 
a few months. Beſides the Toſs of the Prince of 
IT which the nation lamented. as it able, 
his Majeſty was deeply afflid ed by the untimeſy death 
of his youngeſt daughter, the Queen of Denmark, 
who died at Copenhagen, on the nineteenth day of 
December, in the prime of youth. She was, one of 
the moſt amiable princeſſes of the age in which ſhe 
lived, whether we conſider the virtues of her heart, 
or the accompliſhments of her perſon , generous, 
mild, and tender hearted ; beloved even almoſt to 
adoration by ber royal conſort, to whom ſhe had 
borne a Prince and two Princeſſes; and 8 


admired and revered by the ſubjects of his Dani 
Majeſty. Her death had been preceded about two 
months by that of her brother-in-law, the Prince of 


Orange, no leſs 2 by the natives of the 
United Provinces, for his candour, integrity, and 
hereditary love to his country. Though he had not 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the luſtre of a ſuperior 
genius, he had been at great pains to cultivate his 
underſtanding, and ſtudy, the true intereſt of that 


community of which he was a member. He had 


always approved. himſelf a good and zealous citizen, 
and, ſince his elevation to the Stadtholderſbip, taken 


many ſalutary ſteps for the advantage of his country. 


N other excellent ſchemes which he ſuggeſted, 
left a noble plan with the States - General for re- 
ſtoring theit commerce to its former luſtre, and 
lived long enough to receive. their warmeſt acknow- 


ledgements for this. laſt proof of his prudence and 


patriotiſm, His ſon and daughter being both in- 
fants, the adminiſtration of the government devolved 


 . pon, the Princeſs, as, governante during her ſon's 


minority; and as ſuch ſhe ſucceeded. to all the power | 


which her huſband had enjoyed. 
$11. With ceſpe@ to the affairs of the continent, 


| * peace of the North Te. till as n 
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as ever: for though the difference between Rumac nf. 
dad Sweden had been compromfſed, the "mutual 1. 
diſguſt between the Czarina and the King of 
Pruffia had gained ſuch acceſſion from reciprocal [+ 
inſults, ill-offices, and inflammatory declarations, „ 
that theſe two powers ſremed to be on the eve of _ 
_ a ruptufe, and each was employed” in 8 EX> 1 
- travrdinary ' preparations for wat. The courts k 
Vienna and Great-Britain, foreſecing that ſuch a a 
rupture would embroit the. empire, and raiſe inſur- 
mountable obſtructions to their favourite ſcheme of 
electing the Archduke Joſeph King of the Romans, 
reſolved to employ all their influence, in order to 
effect a reconciliation between the courts of Peterſ- 
burgh and Berlin. His Pruffian Majeſty had figni= 
_ Hed to the King of Great-Britain, and the States- 
General, the ſituation in which he ſtood with the 
| Czarina,' and follicited their interpoſition, that the 
difference might be amicably accommodated, * AF 
the fame time, he ſent an envoy-extraordinary to 
Verſailles, to negotiate with the French King a 
very conſiderable of auxiliaries, in caſe he 
. ſhould be attacked. Theſe circumſtances induced 
the Maritime Powers, and the court of Vienna, ro 
uſe their utmoſt endeavours for the prevention of a 
rupture ; and accordingly they made remonftrances 
on this ſubject by their miniſters at Pererſburgh, - 
propoſing that the quarrel ſhould be terminated 
without bloodſhed, and all cauſe of animofiry be | 
von . l "Ig 3 10 _ i 
. ia che mean time, they eagerly profecures l 
the defign of the election; and rhe oper minifler r 
at Berlin not only communicated to his Pruſſian 
Majeſty the ſentiments of the King of England ot 
this expedient, but even ſollicited his vote for the _ 
Archduke Joſeph, when the election of 4 King of 
the Romans ſhould be propoſed in the eleftoral - 
college. To this propoſal he replied, That he was 
extremely well diſpoſed to manifeſt” his regard for 
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for their Imperial. Majeſties, and to give them moſt 
' © genuine proofs of it, even in the propoſed election 


of a King of the Romans, conſidering the great 


merit of the - preſent candidate, the Archduke 


Joſeph : but he leſt it to the conſideration of their 
Imperial Majeſties, whether the election would. not 
be a little premature, if tranſacted at a time when his 


Imperial Majeſty was in the flower of his age; en- 


joying perfect health z and when all Europe, parti- 
cularſy the Empire, was huſhed in the boſom of 
tranquillity, ſo that no circumſtance. ſeemed to 


. the neceſſity of ſuch an election ; or 
* 


f putting in execution the motives mentioned in the 
capitulation of the reigning Kmperot's election; 
eſpecially as the examination of theſe motives be- 
longed to the whole Empire, and ought to precede 
the election, by virtue of the eighth article of the 
treaty of Weſtphalia. He obſerved, that, in caſe 
of the Emperor's death, Getmany would find her- 
ſelf in a very diſagreeable ſituation, under the ge» 


* 


vernment of a minor. For theſe reaſons, he ſaid, 


he could not help adviſing their Imperial Majeſties 

to wait until the Archduke ſhould be of age, when 

his election might be carried on more conformab 
o the laws and. conſtitutions of the Empire, an 


more ſuitable to the majeſty of the whole Germanic 


body. This reply he circulated among the eleQors, 


and in particular tranſmitted it to the Kiog of:Great- 


Britain, deſiting they would deliberate maturely on 
this ſubject, and confer together in a body, as well 


as in private, that they might proceed according to 


the ancient cuſtom of the electoral college, and 
take ſuch meaſures as ſhould be judged expedieat 
for the honour and advantage of the community. 


This circular letter was-anſwered both by the King 


of England and the Elector of Bavaria, who de 


ſtrated, that it was the privilege of the Electot 
college only, without any participation of the other 


Princes of the Empire, to elect a King of the Ro- 
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mans during the life of the 3 in g order, toCH AP, 
maintain the peace and preſerve the liberties of 
Germany; and that the neglect of this wiſe e gh # 
tion hath produced bloody wars, and many. 18 
conſequences to the Empire. They obſerved, 1 — 
nothing could more contribute to the See 

of the pabliak; eraoqnillaey, 82 mu Ts 
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in 4 to — the election = a King : 
Romans, he wrote an claborate.letter.to.his e — 
Highneſs, explaibiag at more length, his reaſons for 1 
poſſponing the election. He quoted that ſentence 
of the treaty — Weſtphalia which expreſsly declares, ] 
that the election of a King of the Romans ſhall. be | A 
diſcuſſed and ordained by the common, conſent.of . 
the States of the Empire; and, therefore, he could 9 
not conceive what right the electoral college had to | 
arrogate this privilege to themſelves, excluding the 

other States ol the Empire... He obſerved, that the 

Imperial capitulations, which were the only laws of 

the Empire on treated of this ſubject, mentioned 

only three caſes in which it was lawful.to proceed to 

ſoch an election; namely, the Emperor's. leaving, _ 

and long abſence. ſtom, Getmany z his advanced age, 

or an iodiſpoſitios, rendering, him incapable of 

managing the reigs of 3 and an a af aſe. of 

emergency in which the preſeryation, ol the Empire's _ 

ptoſperity is intereſted. He affirmed, that none of 

a e at projens exiſted ; that, in caſe the 
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miſchiefs and diſorders muſt enſue, as the conſti- 


not regency in that event: that an election of this 


mature, carried on under the power, influence,” and 
authority of the head of the Empire would ſtrike at 
the fundamental privileges of the Princes and States; 
conſequently, in time overturn the conftiturion of 


the Empire, which; from being an elective dignity, 


conferred by the frer and independent fuffrages of 
the electoral college and States of Germany, under 
certain capitulations, obliging the Prince thus cho- 
ſen to govern according to law, would become an 
heteditary ſucceſſion, perpetuated” in one family, 


_ which, of courſe, muſt be aggrandiſed to the pre- 


udice of its co-eſtates, and the ruin of the Ger. 

nanick liberties. In a word, all Germany in gene. 
ral, and Ratiſbon in particular, was filled with 
writings publiſhed on both ſides: by the Emperor 
und his adherents, to demonſtrate that the election 
of u King of the Romans, during the life of the 
Emperor, had often happened, and at this preſent 
time was neceſſary, and would be advantageous to 
the Empire: while the King of Pruſſia and his 
friends laboured to prove that ſuch an election, at 


the preſent juncture, would be ill- timed, irregular, 


and of dangerous conſequencee. Perhaps, if the 


truth was known, this enterprifing Prince had pro- 
Jjected ſome great ſcheme, with the execũtion of 
which this propoſed” eſtabliſnment would have in- 
terfered. Certain it is, he exerted himſelf with that 
ſpirit and petfeverance which were peculiar to bis 
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rafter to fruſtrate the intention of the courts of 
Vienna and London in this particular, and was 
aſſiſted with all the intrigue of the French miniſtry. 
Their joint endeavours were fo effectual, that the 
Elector of Cologh rendunced his ſubſidiary treaty 
Wird the Maritime” Powers, and once more threw 
himſelf into the arms of France. The Elector 
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Palatine being ſollicited by the Empreſs-Queen/and on a 
his Britannick Majeſty. to co- operate with their 


views, inſiſted, as à prelimigary article, upon being 
indemnified by the court of Vienna fot the ravages 
committed in his terricories by the Auſtrian troaps, 
during the. courſe - of the laſt war; the King of 


Poland, EleRor of Saxony, made the ſame demand 


of the like indemnification, . which was granted. by 
the mediation-of King George: and then he ſub- 
ſeribed to a ſubſidy-treaty,  obliging himſelf ta fur- 
niſh a body of ſix thouſand auxiliaries, in caſe they 


ſhould be required by the Maritime Powers; and to 


act as elector, in concert with the houſe of Auſtria, 


in every thing relating to the welfare of his country 


that ſhould ſquare with the fundamental laws of the 
Empire. The courts of London and Vienna had 
this election ſo much at heart, that they ſounded 


_ Almoſt all the powers of Europe, to know how they 


| ſtood affected towards the meaſure propoſed. . The 
King of Spain declined intermeddling in a domeſtick 
affair of the Empire. The French King returned 
an ambiguous anſwer ; from whence it was concluded, 
that nothing but oppoſition could be expected fro 
that quarter. The Swediſh manarch was rendered 
2 to the project, by aſſurances that the 
Jouſe of Heſſe-Caſſel, of Which he was the head, 


ſbould be elevated into an electorate. They even 


endeavoured to ſoſten his Pruſſian Majeſty, by con- 
ſenting, at laſt, that the treaty of Dreſden, con- 
_ firming to him che poſſeſſion of Sileſia, ſhould. be 
guaranteed. by the diet of the Empire; à ſanction 


which he now actually obtained, together with the 
ratification of his Imperial, Majeſty.” Notwithſtand- 


ing this indulgence, he ſtill perſiſted in railing freſh 


objections to the favourite project, on pretence, of 


 cancerting meaſures for preventing the inconve- 


niences that might reſult from a minority ; for re- 
the capitulations to be agreed on with the 


o . | 
King af the Romans; ſecuring the freedom of future 
ö 13 elections, 
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B O O k elections, and preſerving the prerogatives and pris 


Se III. 


vileges of the Germanſck body in all its members. 
—— In conſequence of theſe obſtacles, joined to the 
. 0 8 of the Elector of Cologn, the obſtinacy of 


Elector Palatine, and the approaching diet of 
Hungary, at Which their Imperial Majeſties were 
obliged perſonally to preſide. the meaſures for the 
election were ſuſpended till next ſummer, when his 


| Bricaonick Majeſty was expected at Hanover, 'to 


put the finiſhing ſtroke to this great event in favour 
of che houſe of Auſtria, 

IV. Another diſappointment, with reſpect 8 
this election, the promoters of it ſuſtained in the 


death of his Swediſh Majeſty, who expired in a 


ood old age, and was ſucceded by Adolphus Fre- 
erick, Duke of Holſteid Eutin, Biſhop of Lubeck, 
upon whoni the ſucceſſion had been ſertled for ſome 


years, by the unanimous concurrence of the States 
of the kingdom. This Prince aſcended the throne 


of Sweden without the leaſt diſturbance; and, of 
his own accord, took an oath ih full ſetzate, that he 
would never attempt ro introduce 4 deſpotick au- 


thority; but maintain their liberties with his blood, 
and govern his bt! in all reſpects according to 
the laws, and the form of government eſtabliſhed in 


Sweden. This publick act, which was communis 


cated to all the foreign miniſters, and particular] — 
the envoy from Peterſpurgh met with fue 
favourable reception flom the Czarina, that te | 
_ Expreſſed het ſatisfaction in a"pubHick" declaration z 


and the good underſtanding berween the two courts 
was perfectly reſtored, lb EK ive, dh 
$ V. When the OO of. Slang was 


opened, in the month of November, the King, in 
bis ſpeech'from the throne, gave them to vnderſtand; 


That for the ſame pu rpoſes which ſuggeſted the treaty 


with the Electot of 
Jun 


varia, he had now, in con“ 
lon with the Skates General, concldded another 
with the of Poland, EleGor of Sarony. He 
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told them, that the unfortunate death of the Prince CHAP, 
of Orange had made no alteration in the ſtare 1 
affairs in Holland; and that he had received the 228. 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances from the States, of their fim 
reſolution to maintain the intimate union and friend. 


ſhip happily ſubſiſting between his Majeſty and thoſe 
ancient and natural allies of his crown. He ex- 


horred both Houſes to conſider ſeriouſly of forme 


effectual proviſions, to ſuppreſs thoſe audacious 


crimes of robbery and violence, grown ſo frequent 


about the capital, proceeding in a great meaſure 
from that profligate ſpirit of irreligion, idleneſs, 
gaming, and extravagance, which had of late ex- 


tended itſelf in an uncommon degree, to the diſ- 


honour of the nation, and the great offence and 
prejudice of the ſober and induſtrious patt of the 


people. The paragraphs of this ſpeech were as 


uſual, echoed back to the throne in addreſſes, re- 
plete with expreſſions of loyalty, affection, and ap- 
ede Oppoſition was by this time almaſt 
extinguiſhed; and the proceedings of both Houſes 
took place with ſuch unanimity as was hardly eyer 
known before this period in a Britiſh Parliamen 

The Commons, however, ſeem to have affemble 


with ſuch ſeatiments as did no great honour to their 


temper and magnanimity. In a few days after the 
ſeſſion opened, Lord Viſcount C—e, a young 
nobleman, whoſe. character entitled him to ver 
little regard qr influence among men of ſenſe and 
22 made a motion, that Mr. Murray, whb 
had been ſo ſeverely perſecuted in the laſt ſeſſion for 
refuſing to humble himſelf on his knees before them, 
ſhould be again committed cloſe priſoner to New. 
N for the ſame offence. This propoſal, Which 
ſuppoſed a power that the Commons had never be- 
fore exerciſed, was ſharply diſputed by the Earl of 
| eee and others, who had not reſigned all ſenſe 
of moderation; but the majoriry adopted the . 
ſure with e and the Speaker 


4 ordered 
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Book ordered to iſſue his warrant accordingly. Then the 
. Houſe reſalved, That the ſaid Alexander Murray 
— ſhould receive the ſentence, for his now being com- 
n mitted cloſe priſoner to his Majeſty's gaol of New- 

gate, at the bar of the Houſe, upon his knees ; and 
the Serjcapt at Arms was commanded to take him 
into. cuſtody for this purpoſe. - Their indignation, 
bowever, was eluded. by the caution of the delin. 
quent, who, having foreſeen the effects of their re- 
ntment, bad prudently retired to another country. 
4 y determined, nevertheleſs, to proceed againſt 
"Xp him as a perſon of ſome canſequence in the com- 
monwealth ; for, being informed of his retreat, th 
eondeſcended ſo far as to preſent an addreſs to his 
Muck, deſiring that his royal proclamation might 
ſued for apprehending the ſaid Mr. n 
promiſing a reward to him who ſbould have 
good fortune to apprehend this fugitive=a requeſt 
With which his Majeſty moſt graciouſly complied. . 
FVI. Nor was this the only addreſs preſented to 
the King upon ſuch an important ſubject. A pam- 
hlet, intitled. The Caſe of the Hon. Alexander 
urray,. Eſquire, in an Appeal to the People of 
Great-Pritain,” was firſt ſtigmatized in a complaint 
to the Houſe, and afterwards produced, and read 
at the table. The piece was written with great acri- 
 mony, and abounded with ſeyere animadverſions, 
por only upon the conduct of the returning officer, 
but alſo on the proceedings of the Commons. The 
violent members ke. Haga took fire, and the 
flame extended itſelf to the majority. Nay, the 
Houſe unanimouſly reſolyed, That No pamphlet 
was an impudent, malicious, ſcandalous, and ſedi- 
tious libel, falſely and moſt injuriouſly reflecting 
upon, and aſperſing the proceedings of the Houle, 
tending to create miſapprehenfions in the minds of 
the people, to he great diſhonour of the ſaid Houſe, 
ang; in violation Pf the privileges thereof. They 
furthermore preſented an addreſs to the Ki 


* 


de- 
wah 


Ee £0250 9623: an 
Gring his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to give HAF. 
directions to his Attorney-General to proſecute the 4 

authors or author, the printers or pro and the 75. 
publiſhers or publiſher of the ſaid ſcandalous libel, © 
that they might be brought to condign puniſhment, 

DireQtions were accordingly given for this purpoſe, . 
and a proſecution 8 againſt the publiſher, 

who had ſome reaſon to be diſmayed, conſidering 

the great weight of influence he was doomed to en- 
counter—inflyence ariſing from a proſecution of tue 

Crown, inſtituted at the requeſt, and founded on 4 9 

vote, of the Houſe of Commons. Nevertheleſa, 

when the cauſe was heard before the Lord Chief 

Juſtice of England, a jury of free- born Engliſhmen, 

citizens of London, | aſſerted their privilege of judg=a 

ing the law as well as the fact, and acquitted” = 
defendant with a truly, admirable ſpirit of indepen- 

dency. They conſidered the pamphlet as an, appeal 

againſt oppreſſion; and, convinced that the con- 

tents were true, they could not in conſcience. ad- 

judge it a falſe libel, even though it had been ſo de- 

clared by one of the branches of the legiſlature. . , | 
F $VI. The Commons, in regulating the ſupplies 

of the enſuing year, voted the continuation of eigh- 

teen thouſand eight hundred and fifty-ſeven men for 
the land ſervice, though not without ſome oppoſi- 
tion from certain patriots, who, rather from a ſenſe 
of duty than from any hope of influencing the majo- 

rity, affirmed that ſixteen thouſand men, in time 

of peace, would anſwer all the ends propoſed by a 

ſtanding army. The number of ſeamen was fixed 

-at ten thouſand: large ſums were granted to make 

up deficiencies, and fulfil the engagements of the 

Crown with the Electors of Bavaria and Saxony, as 

well as for the maintenance of Nova-Scotia and 

Georgia, and the caſtles on the coaſt of Guinea; 
and 'one hundred and twelve thouſand one hundred 

and fifty-two pounds, three ſhillings, and three- 

png wipe yored, e emppentnugy © gti 
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| HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


B OO Kk Royal African Company for their excluſive charter 
. and property, to be applied for the relief of their 
An. 1752, creditors v . Ne 4g £20, I eee 


$ VIII. The laws enacted fot the encouragement 


of traffick, and the regulations of civil polity, con- | 


ſiſted in an act for licenſing pawnbrokers, and for 
the more effectual preventing the receiving of ſtolen 
goods: another for preyenting thefrs and robberies, 
by which places of entertainment, dancing, and mu- 
ſick in London, Weſtminſter, and within twenty 
miles of the capital, were ſuppreſſed and prohibited, 
unleſs the proprietors of them cauld obtain licences 


from the juſtices of the peace, empowered for that 


purpoſe ; a third for annexing the forfeited eſtates 
in Scotland unalienably in the Crown, after having 
made ſatisfaction to the lawful creditors; eſtabliſh- 
ing a method-of Jcaſing theſe eſtates, and applying 
the rents and profits of them for the better civiliſing 
and improving the Highlands, and preventing fu- 
ture diſorders in that part of the united kingdom. 
Nothing could be more ſalutary than the purpoſes 


of. theſe regulations. The ſuburbs of the metropolis 


abounded with an ineredible number of publick 
houſes, which continually reſounded with the noiſe 
of riot and intemperance: they were the haunts of 
idleneſs, fraud, and rapine; and the ſeminaries of 
drunkenneſs, debauchery, extravagance, and every 
vice incident to human nature: yet the ſuppreſſion 
of theſe receptacles of infamy was attended with an 
inconvenience, which, in ſome caſes, aroſe even to 

LH 41 oft r I FG i a degree 


'# Theſt expences were defrayed by u continbstion of the duiles 


on malt, '&c,'a land-tax at three ſhillings in the pound z a duty on 
licences, to be yearly paid by e and dealers in fecong- 
hand goods, within the bills of mortality; the ſum of one million 
four hundred thoofand pounds advanced by the Bank, according to 
a propoſal made for that purpoſe; five hundred r to 
de iſived from the finking-fundz a duty laid on gum 
"the" continuation of divers other occaſional impoſitions. The grants 
for the year amounted. to ſomething leſs. than tour millions, and the 
proviſions, wade for this expence exceeded. it in the ſup of two hun- 
red ſeyenty-one thouſand twenty-four pounds, ten ſhillings, awd 
*kgpente halfpenny, ft + 7 . 
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a degree of oppreſſion. The juſtices being veſted c HAF. 
ee with the power of 2 * u. 
refufing licences, were conſtituted, in effect, the To" | 
arbiters on whoſe deciſion the fortunes and livelihood _ 
of many individuals abſolutely depended. Many of 
thoſe who exerciſed this ſpecies of magiſtracy within 
the bills of mortality were, to the reproach of go- 1 
vernment, men of profligate lives, needy, mean, 2 
ignorant, and rapacious, and often acted from the 

moſt ſcandalous principles of ſelfiſh avaricftde. 

SIX. The law relating to the Highlands of 

Scotland was well calculated for promoting, among 
the inhabitants of that country, ſuch a ſpirit of in- 
duſtry as might detach them from their dangerous 
connections, and gradually ſuperſede that military 
genius which had been ſo productive of danger and 
alarm to the ſouthern parts of Great Britain. The 
_ King, by this act, was empowered to appoint Com- 

miſſioners for managing the forfeited eſtates; who 
were enabled to grant leafes of ſmall farms, not 
above twenty pounds a- year, to individuals, who 

ſhould take an oath to government to reſide upon 

and cultivate the lands thus let. It was alſo pro- 
vided,” that no leaſe ſhould be granted for a longer 

term than twenty-one years; and that the leſſees 

ſhould not pay above three-fourths of the annual 

value; Although theſe forfeited eſtates were gene- 
rally encumbered with claims beyond their real va- 

lue, and the act directed that they ſhould be diſpo- 
ſed of by publick ſale; yet, as they lay in the moſt 
diſaffected parts of the Highlands, it was thought a 
neceſſary that they ſhould remain in the poſſeſſion of g 
the Crown, becauſe, in caſe of their being pub- 1 
lickly ſold, they might be purchaſed in truſt for the 
families of the perſons by whom they were forfeited, 

and thus the ſpirit of diſaffection would ſtill ſurvive. 
A valuation, therefore, was made by the court of 
ſeſſion in Scotland, at the joint ſuit of the crown . 

and the creditors; and the value being ä 
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3 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
"BOOK the Juſt claimants were paid out of the next aids 
granted by Parliament, The bill met with conſi- 
— derable oppoſition in the Houſe of Peers from the 
von Duke of Bedford and the Earl of Bath, ho pre- 
bably foreſaw that the good effects of this ſcheme, 
fo laudable in itſelf, would be fruſtrated in the exe- 
cution; and that the act, inſtead of anſwering the 
purpoſes for which it was intended, would ſerve 
only as a job to gratify. the rapacious retainers. to 
the government, and their emiſſaries, in that coun- 
try. After a warm debate, however, it was adopted 
by a great majority, and obtained the royal aſſent. 
0 N. A third law related to certain articles of the 
national debt, which were now converted into ſeve- 
ral joint ſtacks of aanvities, transferable at the Bank 
of England, to be charged on the ſinking fund. A 
great number of different funds for annuities, eſta- 
bliſhed at different times, and by different acts, ſub- 
ſiſted at this period, ſo that it was neceſſary to keep 
many different accounts, which could not be tegu- 
| lated without conſiderable trouble and expence, for 
the removal of which the bill was calculated. 
d Xl: In conſequence of petitions from the wool- 
len manufacturers of Weſtmorland and Yorkſhire, 
two bills were brought in, and paſſed. through both 
Houſes, by which the ports of Lancaſter and Great 
Yarmouth were opened for the importation of wool 
And waollen yarn from Ireland: but why this privi- 
lege was not extended to all the frequented ports of 
the leingdom it is not eaſy ta conceive, without ſup- 
poſing a little national jealouſy on one hand, and a 
great. deal of grievous reſtraint on the other. Over 
and above theſe new laws, ſome. unſueceſsful en- 
deavours were uſed in behalf of commerce and pa- 
Alice. A bill was offered for. laying further teſtric- 
tions on pawnbrokers and brokers, that they might 
no longer ſuck the blood of the poor, and act as the 
Fg acceſſaries of theft and robbery, which was canve(- 
| ſed, debated, and made its way through the Toner 
py . p | | ople; 
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Houſe 3 but the Lords rejected it as a erode ſcheme, c A p. 
which they could not amend, becauſe it was a mo- II. 


ney 
dill 


Was prepared; for giving power to change the 
puniſhment of felony, in certain caſes, to confine- 
ment and” hard labour in. dock. yards or garriſons; 


bill, not cogriizable by their Houſe, withoujt 
aging in a diſpute wich the Commons. Another 75 


| eee many who wiſhed well to their 


| coun try, 


were properly qualified to proſecute ſuck 


enquiries, that the practice of conſigning ſuch a num- 


ber of wretches to the hands of the executioner ſerved 


only, by its frequency; to defeat the purpoſe of the 


law, in robbing death of all its terror, and the pub- 
nick of many ſobjects, who might, notwithitanding 
theit delinquency, be in ſome meaſure rendered uſe- 


ful to ſbeiety. Such was the motive that inffuenced 


the promoters of this bill; by which it was-propes 


ſed, in imitation of that economy practiſed in other 


countries, to confine felons convicted under certain 


citeumſtabces to hard labour upon the publick works 
of the kingdom. The ſcheme was adopted by the 


Lower Hovfe, bot rejected by the Lords, who 


ſeemed apprehenſive of its bringing ſuch diſeredit 
upon His Majeſty's doek-yatrds, as would difcourage 
— ons who valued theit reputation from engaging 
in ſuch employment. Of ſtill greater — —— to 
the nation was the next meaſure propoſed, 


ſented by Mr. Thornton, a gentleman of Yorkſhire, 


he had diſtinguiſned himſelf by his loyalty and 
patriotifay;” It was catvaſſed in 2 comiryttce of the 


whole Houſe, and underwent divers amendments ; 
hut miſcarried, through the averſion of the 3 
to any project tending to remove or leſſen the neceſ- 
fity of maintaining a ſtanding army. A conſider. 
able number of petitions for different regulations, in 
rteſpect to commerce and convenience" of traffick, 

were preſented, conſidered, and left upon the table. 


A remonſtrance from the prifoners confined ia the 


in a bill. 
for making the militia of England more uſeful, pre- 


gaol of the King's-Bench, complaining of their 


miſerable 
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Boo K miſerable ſituation, ariſing from want of room uud 
Nl. other conveniences, being taken into conſideration 
| 1752. by a committee, among other evidences, they exa- 


mined that remarkable perſonage who had ſignalized 


himſelf in different parts of Chriſtendom, under the 


name of Theodore King of Corſica. Though for- 
merly countenanced, and even treated as a ſovereign 


Prince by the Britiſh, miniſtry, he was now reduced 


to the forlorn condition of 'a-confined debtor; and, 


to the reproach of this kingdom, died in priſon, 


ſurrounded: with all the miſery of indigence, and 
overwhelmed with the infirmities of old age. But 
the moſt remarkable circumſtance of the parliamen- 


tary tranſactions that diſtinguiſhed this ſeſſion, was 


a motion made in both Houſes for an addreſs to the 
King, beſeeching his Majeſty, That in time of pub- 
lick tranquillity he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 

avoid entering into ſubſidiary treaties with foreign 
Princes, which are ſo burthenſome to this nation. 
This extraordinary propoſal was made and ſtrenu- 
oully urged by the Duke of B—, and a vehement 
debate . in which the Earls of G, 8, and 
H, | oppoſed. it with an; exertion of ſuperior abi · 
lities; and the queſtion being put, was carried in 


the negative, without a diviſion. The fame fate 


attended it in the Houſe of Commons, where it was 
introduced by Lord H—y, and ſupported by ſome 
diſtinguiſhed orators. The ſeſſion ended in the 
latter end of March, when his Majeſty, having given 
his aſſent to ninety- five publick and private bills, 
 harangued. both nn wa pravoguey: the Par- 
Wage '. rs 124 EI nne hs 
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A. mention a hew act for the prevention of murders, hich hac 
3 frequent of late, importing, That every criminal 4 
horrid) crime ſhauld be executed in one day after his ſen- 


. and his. body delivered to. the fur 9 75 for 0 Af e ex- 
rade which hath been found 8 5 
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6 XII. 8 after the prorogation the HAP. 
Ki ing appointed a Regency, and ſet out for C * 5 
in order to complete the great ſcheme: he had pro- 
jected. for electing a King of the Romans. Great- 
Britain, in che mean time, produced no event * 
importance, or any tranſaction that deſerves hiſto- 
tical mention, except the ratification of two treaties 
of peace and commerce with the ſtates of Tripoli 
and Tunis on the coaſt of Barbary, concluded by 
the Britiſh Conſuls in thoſe cities, under the influ- 
ence and auſpices of an Engliſh ſquadron, com- 
manded by Commodore Keppel, ſon to the Earl of 
Albemarle. The tide of luxury ſtill flowed with an 
impetuous current, bearing down all the mounds: of 
temperance: and decorum; while fraud and profli- 
gacy ſtruck out new channels, through which they 
| eluded the reſtrictions of the lav, and all. the vigi - 
lance of civil policy. New arts of deception were 
invented, in order to enſnare and ruin the unwary; 
and ſome infamous practices in the way of com- 
merce, were countenanced by perſons of rank and 
importance in the commonwealth. A certain mem- 
ber of Parliament was obliged to withdraw himſelf 
from his country, in conſequence of a diſcovery, by 
which it appeared that he had contrived and execu- | 
ted ſchemes for deſtroying” his on wy en, | = 
with a view to defraud the inſurer s. „ 
S XIII. Ia che courſe: of this year the * of W 
the Continent did not undergo any material altera- | | 
tion, Ia France, the religious diſpute: concerning 
che doctt ine of Janſenius ſtill ſub ſiſted between the 
Clergy and the Parliament; and ſeemed! torarquire 
additional fuel ſrom the violence of the Archbiſhop 
of Paris, a haughty turbulent prelate, whoſe pride 
and bigotty were ſuſficient to embroil one half. of 
Chiſtendom. The northern powers cnjoyed. a per- 
fe& tranquillity : the States · General of the United 
Frovinces were engroſſed by plans of national œco- 
nomy. Spain was intent upon extending her. comb 
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freſh objections ſeemed to riſe from different quar- 


deciſion of the Aulick council, in regard to his 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


ing her manufactures to perſection, and 
repreſſing — inſolence of the Barbary Corſairs. 
His Portugueſe Majeſty endeavoured, by certain 
peremptory precautions, to check the exportation of 
gold coin from his dominions; and inſiſted upon 
inſpecting the books of the Britiſh merchants ſettled 
at Liſbon; but they refuſed to comply with this de- 
mand, which was contrary to -a treaty ſubſiſting 
between the two Crowns; and he thought proper to 
acquieſce ii their refuſal. He was much better 
employed, in obtaining from the Pope an abolition 
of the annual proceſſion called the Auto da fe, one 


of the moſt horrid triumphs of ſpiritual tyranny. 


The peace of Italy was ſecured by a defenſive treaty 
concluded at Madrid between the Emperor, his 


Catholick Majeſty, the King of the Two Sicilies, 


and the Duke of Parma; to which treaty the King 


of Sardinia afterwards acceded. | 


XIV. With reſpe& to the great ſcheme of 
electing the Archduke Joſeph king of the Romans, 


ters. The good underſtanding between the courts 
of Berlin and Hanover received an additional ſhock, 
from a diſpute concerning the property of Eaſt 
Friezeland, which his Pruſſian Majeſty had ſecured, 
as heir to the laſt poſſeſſor. His Britannick Ma- 
zeſty, as Elector of Hanover, having pretenſions to 
the ſame inheritance, his miniſter delivered a me- 
morial to the diet of the Empire, aſſembled at Ra- 


tiſbon, demanding that the King of Pruſſia, as 


Elector of Brandenburgh, ſhould be referred to the 


claim to the eſtates of Eaſt Friezeland: but the King 
being already in poſſeſſion, refuſed to ſubmit his 
right to the determination of that or any other tri— 


bunal; and when the diet preſumed to deliberate on 


this affair, his envoy entered a ſtrong proteſt againſt 
their proceedings. At the ſame time, he preſented 
the other miniſters with a memorial, tending to —4 | 


6 E OR II. 


no feruple of expreſſing his reſentment Aan the . 


coutt of London, which he ſeemed to.confider as an ; 


officious' cabal, that had no right to intermeddle in 
the affairs 'of Germany. His refident at London 
complained to the Britiſh miniftry, that divers ſhips, 
failing under the Pruſſian flag, had been ſtopped at 
ſea, and even ſeized by Engliſh cruiſers ; and that 
his ſubjects had been i1]-treated and oppreſſed! he, 
therefore, | demanded reparation in a peremptory 
tone; and in the mean time, diſcontinued the ay-. 
ment of the Sileſia loan, which he had chars ged im- 
ſelf with, by an article in the treaty of BreNau. "This. 
was a ſum of money amounting to two hundred and 
fifty thouſand pounds, which the Emperor Charles, 
uy father of the reigning Empreſs, had" borrowed 
of the ſubjects of Great-Britain, on condition of 
paying an incereſt of fix per cent. and 'mortgagiog 
the ſilver mines of Sileſia for the repayment of the 
principal. Theſe devolved to the King of Pruſſia 
with this incumbranee, and he continbed to vat the. 
intereſt punctually till this jundkure, When the . 
ment was ſtopped; and he- publiſhed a paper, int 
ruled, An Expoſition of the Motives which infly- 
enced his Conduct on this ©Occation.” Tn his 
memorial to the minſtty of Great- Britain he 21 
ledged; Phat eighteen Pruſſtan ſhips, and” thirty- 
three neutral veſſels; in Which the ec of Prufffa 
were concerned, had been umultly ' by y Ehglih 
pri vateers his account ef damages amounted o a 
very conſidlerable ſum ; and he demanded, in the 
moſt dogmatiek terme, that the affair heb de 
finally diſcuſſed in the term of three months from 
the date of his remonſtrance. The expoſition and 
memorial were ſubjected to che examination of the 
ableſt eivilians in England; who refuted every artiele 
of the charge with equal 3 and perſpicviry.” 
Vor. III. They 


| 437 

fute the Et of Hanover's prerenſions tc the © ff v. 
neipality m queition. 

be XV. At this juncture his Proffian Majeſty * 
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of many facts al 


_hulfdred and forty-five ; whereas the complaints 
if 


"8 
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cognizance of thoſe powers under whoſe juriſdiction 
the ſeiſures were made; and, therefore, his Pruſſian 
Majeſty could not, conſiſtent with the law of nations, 
determine theſe diſputes in his own tribunals... They 
demonſtrated, by undoubted evidenee, the falſity 

ſedge in the memorial, as well as 
the. fairneſs of the proceedings by which ſome few 
of the Pruſhan veſſels had been_condemned : and 
made it appear, that no inſult or injury had been 
offered to the ſubjes of Pruſſia. Finally, they 
obſerved, that the Sileſia loan was a private tranſ- 
action of ſuch a nature, that, even if a war had 
happened between the Emperor Charles VI. and 


* 


his Britannick Majeſty, this muſt have been held 


ſacred and inviolable: that when the Empreſs Queen 
ceded Sileſia to the King of Pruſſia," this-monarch 
charged himſelf with the repayment of the loan, 
which, being a private debt, and transferable, was 
now diffuſed into different countries, and become the 
property of many others beſides the ſubjects of 
Great-Britain. They wound up theit chain of rea- 
ſoning by obſerving, that, according to agreement 
with the Emperor, the whole of this loan ſhould 
have been repayed in the year one thouſand ſeven 


jfied in the Pruſſian memorial were founded on 
as poſterior to that period. Whether his Pruſſian 


Majeſty was convinced by theſe, reaſons, and deſiſted 


from principle, or thought proper to give up his 
claim vpon other political conſiderations; certain it 


is, he no longer inſiſted upon ſatisfaction, but or- 


deted the payments of the Sileſia loan to be con- 
tinued without further interruption: a report, indeed, 
was circulated," that advantage had been taken of 
the demur by a certain Prince, who employed his 
agents to buy up great part of the loan at a conſide- 
rable diſcount... An I ErTTc 
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I XVI. How much ſoever the King of Pruſſia CHAP. 
may be the ſubject of cenſure on this occaſion, it a 
mult 'be allowed that, with regard to his own ſub= ,, 
jefts, he acted as a wiſe legiſlator, and the father 

of his country. He peopled the deſerts of Pomera- 

nia; by encouraging, with royal bounties, a great 
number of induſtrious. emigrants to ſettle in that 
province; the face of which, in a very few years, 
underwent the moſt agreeable alteration. Above 

ſixty new villages aroſe amidſt-a barren waſte, and 

every part of the country exhibited marks of ſuc- 
ceſsful cultivation. Thoſe ſolitary and deſolate 

plains, where no human footſteps had for many 

ages been ſeen, were now converted into fields of 

corn. The farms were regularly parcelled out: the 

houſes. multiplied, and teemed with population: 
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the happy peaſants, ſheltered in a peculiat manner 393 
under their king's protection, ſowed their grounds in F 
peace, and reaped their harveſts in ſecurity. The =_ 
ſame care and indulgence were extended to the un= ; 


peopled parts of other provinces within the Pruſſian 
ominions, and extraordinary encouragement was 
granted to all French proteſtants who ſhould come 


and ſettle 'under the government of this political | 
ſage. COR 3. bs s | 

I XVII. The courts of Vienna and Hanover ſtill \_ 
employed their chief attention upon the ſcheme of Wo 
electing a King of the Romans; and the elector of | 


Mentz, influenced by the majority of the college, 
had convoked an electoral diet for that purpoſe: but 
ſtrong proteſts againſt this convocation were entered 
by the Electors of Cologn and Palatine, inſomuch 
that is was thought expedient to conciliate this laſt, 
by taking ſome ſteps in his favour, with reſpe& to 
the ſatisfaftion he demanded from the Empreſs- 
Queen and his Britannick Majeſty. His claim upon 
the court of Vienna amounted to three millions of 


florins, by way of indemnification for the loſſes be is 
a had ſuſtained during the war. He demanded of 
1 7 1 | "the 2 
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the King of England twenty thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling, for proviſion and forage furniſhed to the 
Britiſh troops while they acted on the Maine; and 
the like ſum for the like purpoſes from rhe States- 
Genetal of the United Provinces. The Empreſs- 
Queen could not help remonaſtrating againſt this 
demand as exorbitant in itſelf, and the more uprea- 
ſonable, as the Elector Palatine, at the death of her 


father, had openly declared againft the pragmatick 
' ſanction, which he had guaranteed in the moſt 


ſolemn manner: ſhe, therefore, obſerved, that the 
damage he had ſuſtained, in conſequence of that 
declaration, ought to be conſidered as the comman 
fate of war. Theſe reaſons, though concluſive and 
irrefragable in the uſual way of arguing, made no 
imprefiion upon the Palatine, who perfectly well 
underſtood his own importance, and was determined 
to ſeize this opportunity of turning it to the beſt 
advantage. The cout of Vienna, and the Mari- 
time Powers, finding him thus obſtinately attached 
to his own intereſt, reſolved to bring him over to 


their views at any rate, and commenced a negociay 
tion with, bim, which produced a formal treaty. 


By this convention his demands in money were fixed 


at twelve hundred thoufand Dutch florins, to be 


aid at three inſtalments, five hundred thouſand by 
Empreſs Queen; and the remaining ſeven hun- 


dred thouſand by the King of Great-Britain and the 


States-General, according to the proportion efta- 


bliſhed in former treaties. The privitege of Non 


22 for the duchy of Deux- ponts was con- 


ed to his electoral highneſs, together with ſome 


other rights and pretenſions, in conſideration of his 


concurring With the other electors in the choice of 
a King of the Romans. to be elected according to 


the cuſtoms pte ſeribed by the laws and conſtitutions 
ok the Empire. He likewiſe engaged to join them 
in ſettJing the articles of the capitulation with the 
King of the Romans, emperor in futuro. Yet, ons 
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after the concurrence of this Prince was ſecured, H A. 
the purpoſed election proved abortive, from: the. 
ſtrong objeftions that were ſtarted, and the ſtrenuous, . 
oppofition which was made by his Pruſſian Majeſty, 

who herhaps aſpired in ſecret at the Imperial dignity, 
which the Empreſs-Queen took all this pains to 
perpetuate in her own family. „„ 
7 8 XVIII. The King of Great-Britain, returning An. 1753» 
from the continent, opened the ſeſſion of Parliament 
oh the eleventh day of Janvary with a ſpeech, im- 
plying, That all his views and negociations had 

been calculated and directed to preſerve: and ſecure 


; 
| 
\ \ 
' 
[a 


I als 


recommended to their ſerious conſideration what. 
further laws and regulations might be neceſſary for 
ſuppreſſing thoſe crimes and diſorders, of which the 


the duration of the general peace, ſo agreeable and I 
neceſſary to the welfare of all Europe: That he had "I 
the ſatisfaQion to be aſſured of a good diſpoſition. i 
in all the powers that were his allies, to adhere to Le 
the ſame ſalutary object. He exhorted them to ; 
continue their attention to the reduction of the na- = 
tional debt, the augmentation of the ſinking fund, = 
and the improvement of the publick revenue. He [5 


publick had fo juſtly complained : and concluded 1 
with an afſutance, that his hearty. concurrence | 
and endeavours ſhould never be wanting in any , 
meaſure that might promote their welfare and proſ- _ 
perity. The addreſſes in anſwer to this ſpeech were OO 3 


couched in the uſual form of implicit approbation: 
but that of the Commons did not paſs without 
queſtion, The Earl of E=-— took exceptions to 
one paragraph, in which they acknowledged his 
Majeſty's wiſdom, as well as goodneſs, in purſuing 
ſuch meaſures as muſt contribute to maintain and 
render permanent the general tranquillity of Europe ; 
and declared their ſatisfaction at the affurances his 
Majeſty had received from his allies, that they were - 
all attached to the ſame ſalutary object. His lord- 
ſhip expatiated on the abſurdity of theſe compli- 
L 3 ments 
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BOOK ments at ſuch a joncture, when the peace of Europe 


was ſo precarious, and the Engliſh nation had fo 


much cauſe of complaint and diſſatisfaction. He 


was ſeconded by ſome other individuals who de- 
claimed with great vivacity againſt continental con- 
nexions; and endeavoured to expoſe the | weakneſs 
and folly of the whole ſyſtem of. foreign. meaſures 
which our miniſtry. had lately purſued. It muſt be 
owned, indeed, that they might have choſen. a 
better opportunity to compliment their ſovereign 
on the permanency of the peace than at this juncture, 
when they muſt have ſeen themſelves on the very 
brink of a new rupture, with the moſt formidable 
power in Europe. But the truth is, theſe addreſſes to the 
throne had been long conſideged as compliments of 
courſe, implying no more than a reſpectful attach- 
ment to their ſovereign; accordingly, both Houſes 
agreed to their reſpective addteſſes without diviſion. 
The tuo grand committees, of ſupply and of ways 
and means, being. eſtabliſhed, the buſineſs of the 
Houſe was. tranſacted without much altercation ; 
and the people had great reaſon to be ſatisfied. with 
their moderate proceedings, Ten thouſand. ſeamen, 
and the uſual number of land- forces, were retained 
for the ſervice of the enſuing year. They provided 
for the maintenance of the hew colony in Nova- 
Scotia, the civil eſtabliſhment. of Georgia, the ſup- 


port of the caſtles on the coaſt of Guinea, and the 


erection of a new fort at Anamaboa, where the 


French had attempted to make a ſettlement ; and 


they enabled his Majeſty to fulfil his engagements 
with the King of Poland and the Eleclor of Bava- 
1 2 SST at rt ay 
XIX. The ſupplies, including grants for for. 


mer deficiencies. and ſervices, for which no provi- 
- fion had been made in, the courſe of the laſt year, 


did not exceed two millions one hundred thirty-two 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven pounds, ſeventeen 


ſhillings, and two- pence half-penny.; in order to 
Te *f 9 « by :& i . Ps NAS, Ys 2405; ' ; 
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deſray whith expenſe they aſſigned the duty on malt, C 1 
Kc. the land-tax at two ſhillings in the pound, ___, 
the ſurplus of certain ſunds in the Exchequer, and 17332. 
the ſum of four hundred and twenty thouſand pounds 
out of the fnking fund; ſo that ue exceedings 
amounted to near three hundred thouſand pounds“. 
As for the national debt, it now ſtood at the enor-- 
mous ſum of ſeventy four millions three hundred 
ſixty-eight thouſand four hundted and fifty-one 
pounds, fifteen ſhillings; and one penny; and the 
finking fund produced one million ſeven hundred 
thirty-five thouſand five hundred and twenty-nine 
pounds, fix ſhillings, and ten-penee farthing. 
$ XX. One of the firſt meaſures Swat upon 
the carpet, in the courſe of this ſeſſion, was an act 
containing regulations for the better preſervation of 
the game, of which ſo great havock had been made 
by poachers, and other perſons ' unqualified to en- 
joy that diverſion, that the total extirpation of it 
When {5 EHORIY ag Pat.” 2 BAT Hg 
XXI. The next ſtep taken by the Commons 
was an affair of much greater conſequence to the 
community, being a bill fer obliging ſhips the more 
effectually to perform quarantine, in order to pre- 
vent the plague from being imported from foreign 
countries into Great Britain. For this purpoſe, it 
was ordained,” that if this dreadful viſitation ſnould * 
appear in any ſhip to the northward of Cape Fi- 
niſterre, the maſter or commander ſhoold” imme - 
diately proceed to the harbour of New Grimſby; in 
one of the iflands of Seilly, and there communicate 
the diſcovery to ſome officer of the Cuſtoms; who 
ſhould, with the firſt ppportunity, tranſmit this ip- 
telligence to another Cultom: houſe officer in the 
neareſt port oſ e by bim n 
N Several duties oa ſalt, as well ag op, red and white N. de- 
Rvered out for home conſumption, were rendered perpetual, though 
2 to be redeemed by Parliament 3 and it was provided, that 


debt comracted upon theſe duties being diſcharged, all the after 
produce of thzm ſhould become part of the baking fund. 
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BO n of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State. 


In the mean time the ſhip ſhould remain at the ſaid 


—_—_ land, and not an individual preſume to go aſhore, 


of human nature; a bill was prepared. containing 


quents, Who prowl along the ſhore, like hungry 


until his Majeſty's pleaſure ſhould be known. It 


vas alſo. provided, that in caſe the maſter of a ſhip. 


thus infected ſhould not be able to make the iſlands 
of Scilly, or be forced: up either channel by violent 
winds, he ſhould. not enter any frequented harbour: 
but remain in ſame open road, until he eould receive 
orders from his Majeſty, or the privy- council: that, 
during this interval, he ſhould avoid all intercourſe 
with the ſhore, or any petſon or veſſel whatſoever, 
on pain of being. deemed guilty of felony, and 
ſuffering death without benefit of clergy. 

the barbarous practice of plundering ſhips which have 
the misfortune to ſuffer ſhipwreck ; a practice which 
prevailed upon many different parts of the Britiſh 
coaſt, to the diſgrace of the nation, and the ſcandal 


clauſes to anforce the laws againſt ſuch ſavage delin- 


wolves, in hope of preying upon their fellow-erea- 
tures ; and certain proviſions for the relief of the 
unhappy. Aufferers*, When the mutiny- bill fell 
under deliberation, the Earl of Egmont propoſed a 


new clauſe for empowering and requiring regimental 


courts martial to examine witneſſes upon oath in all 


their trials. The propoſal occaſioned a debate, in 
Vvhich the miniſtry were pretty equally divided; bur 
the clauſe was diſapproved by the majority, and 


hi 
2 By the new law the clerk of the peace in the count ; where 
crime ſhall be committed is obliged, upon receiving 2 en 
tion, to prolecute the offenders at the expence of the county. It was 


; 1 propoſed, that in caſe of no proſecution of this nature ſhould 


commenced within 4 certain limited time after the information 
ſhould have been legally given, in that caſe the county might be 
ſued by the perſon who had ſuſtained the damage, and obh 
indemnify him for his los; but this clauſe was rejected by the mas 
jority'; and the bill, -haying made its way though both Houſes, 

ved the royal aſſent, "ig "7 * " * * et 1. 
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XXII. In order the more effectually to repreſs 
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tis anhunl bill was enacted into a Jaw without any CHAP 
EE Erin nod; be nh os, 
OF XRUL The next dill was framed in conſe- 2753. 
quence of divers petitions preſented by the exporters | 
of corn, who complained that the bounties were not 
paid, and prayed that the Houſe would make proper 
provifien for that putpoſe. A bill was accordingly 
brought in, importing, That intereſt after the rate 
of three per cent. ſhould be allowed upon every de- 
benture for the bounty on the exportation of corn, 
payable by the receiver general or caſhier of the 
Cuſtoms,” until the principal could be diſcharged 
out of ſuch Cuſtoms or duties as are appropriated 
fot the payment of this bounty. This premivm on 
the exportation of corn ought not to be granted, 
except when the lowneſs of the market-price in Be 
Great-Brirain proves that there is a ſuperabundance 
in the kingdom; otherwiſe the exporter will find 
his account in depriving our own labourers of their 
bread, in order to ſupply our rivals at an eaſier rate: 
for example, ſuppoſe wheat in England ſhould ſelf 
for twenty ſhillings a quarter, the merchant might 
export it to France, and afford it to the — 4 of 
that kingdom for eighteen ſhillings, becauſe the 
bounty on exportation would, even at that rate, 7 
afford him a conſiderable advantage. ; 93 
XXIV. A great number of merchants having 
preſented petitions from different parts of the king- 
dom, repreſenting that the trade to Turkey was 
greatly deereafed, aſeribing this diminution to the 
excluſive charter enjoyed by à monopoly, and 
praying that the trade might be laid open to all 
his Majeſty's ſubje&s, one of the members for Li- 
verp60} moved for leave to bring in a bill for this 
rpoſe. Such a meaſure had been twice before 
propoſed without ſucceſs; but now it was adopted 
without oppoſition. A bill was immedrately intro- 
duced; and, notwithſtaoding all the intereſt and 
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oO K Houſe againſt it, and were heard by their counſel, 


III. 


=" ,ozal ſaodion. By this regulation any Britiſn ſub- 
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it paſſed through both Houſes, and received the 


ject may obtain the freedom. of the Turkey Com- 
pany, by paying or rendering a fine of twenty pounds; 
and all the members are ſecured from the tyranny of 
e by-laws, contrived by any monopolizing 
S XXV. But this ſeſſion was chiefly diſtinguiſhed 
by an act for .naturalizing Jews, and a bill for the 
better preventing clandeſtine marriages. The firſt 
of theſe, which paſſed without much oppoſition in 


the Houſe of Lords, from whence it deſcended to 


the Commons, was intituled, “ An Act to permit 
ie perſons profeſſing the Jewiſh Religion to be natu- 
« ralized by Parliament, and for other purpoſes 
« therein mentioned.“ It was ſupported. by ſome 
petitions of merchants and manufacturers, who, upon 


examination, appeared to be Jews, or their depen- 


dants ; and countenanced by the miniſtry, who 
thought they foreſaw, in the conſcquences of ſuch. a 
natutalization, a great acceſſion to the moneyed in- 
tereſt, and a conſiderable increaſe of their own in- 
fluence among the individuals of that community. 
They boldly. affirmed, that ſuch a law would greatly 


conduce to the advantage of the nation; that it 


would encoutage perſons of wealth to remove with 
their effects from foreign parts into Great · Britain, 
increaſe the commerce and the credit of the king. 


dom, and ſet a laudable example of induſtry, tem- 


410 perance, 


* Several other bills were paſſed—one for regulating the nuwber of 
Pudel. Pongs . the more eaſy . rſons ſelling ale 
and ſtrong liquors without licence; an a& which empowered the 


Juſlices of Peace to tyrannize over their fellow - ſubjecte & ſecong, 


and adorn 


enabling the magiſtrates of Edinburgh to improve, 75 Þ- 
, ; erred plan, to 


the avenues and ſtreets of that city, according to à con 


he executed by voluntary ſubſcription—A third, alowirg the expor- 


tation. of wool and woollen yarn from Ireland into any port. in Giept 
Britdin—and a fourth, E cribing the breadth of * wheels belong. 
ing io heavy omriages, that tbe high roads uf the ki gdm might 
the deter preſerves Ot 
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perance, and frugality. Such, however, were not HAP. 
the ſentiments of the Lord · Mayor, Aldermen, and II 
Commons of the city of London in Common-coun- > 
eil aſſembled, who, in a petition to Parliament, ex- * 
preſſed their apprehenſion that the bill, if paſſed into 

a law, would tend greatly to the diſhonour of the 
Chriſtian religion, endanger the excellent conſtitu- 

tion, and be highly prejudicial to the intereſt and 
trade of the kingdom in general, and of the city of 
London in particular. Another petition to the ſame 
purpoſe was next day preſented to the Houſe, ſub- 
ſcribed by merchants and traders of the city of Lon- 
don; who, among other allegations, obſerved, that 
the conſequences of ſuch a naturalization would 
greatly affect their trade and commerce with foreign 
nations, particularly with Spain and Portugal. Coun- 
ſel was heard, evidence examined, and the bill pro- 
duced violent debates, in which there ſeemed to be 
more. paſſion than patriotiſm, more declamation 
than argument. The adverſaries of the bill affirmed, 
that ſuch a naturalization would deluge the king- 
dom with brokers, uſurers, and beggars; that the 
rich Jews, under the ſhadow of this indulgence, 
would purchaſe lands, and even advowſons; ſo as 
not only to acquire an intereſt in the Legiſlature, but 
alſo to influence the conſtitution of the Church of 
Chriſt, to which they were the inveterate and pro- 
feſſed enemies: that the lower claſs of that nation, 
when thus admitted to the right of denizens, would 
interfere with the induſtrious natives who earn their 
livelihood by their labour; and by dint of the moſt 
parſimonious frugality, to which the Engliſh are 
ſtrangers, work at an under-price; ſo as not only to 
ſhare, but even in a manner to exclude them from 
all employment; that ſuch an adoption of vagrant 
Jews into the community, from all parts of the 
world, would rob the real ſubjects of their bitth- 
right, diſgtace the character of the nation, expoſe 
mn PPE 
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BOOK: 46d intruſion; endanger the conſtitution both in 


Im. church and ſtate, and be an indelible reproach 
7 vpon the eſtabliſhed religion of the country, Some 


of theſe vrators ſeemed tranſported even to a degree 
of enthuſiaſm. They prognoſticated that the Jews 
would multiply ſo much in number, engroſs ſuch 
wealth, and acquire ſo great power and influence in 
Great-Brirain, that their perfons would be revered, 
their cuſtoms imitated, and Judaiſm become the 
faſhionable religion of the Engliſh. Finally, they 
affirmed that ſuch an a@ was directly flying in the 
face of the prophecy, which declares, that Th Jews 
ſhall be a ſcattered people, without country of fixed 
'Habitation, until they ſhall be converted from their 
jafidelity, and gathered together in the land of their 
forefathers. Theſe arguments and apprehenſions, 
which were in reality frivolous and chimerical, being 
ind uſtriouſſiy circulated among the vulgar, naturally 
prejudiced againſt the Jewiſh people, excited ſuch a 


ferment throughout the nation, as ought to have de- 


terted the miniſtry from the proſecution of ſuch an 
un popular meaſure; Which, however, they had cou- 
rage enough to maintain againſt all oppoſition. The 
bil} paſſed the ordeal of both Houſes, and his Ma- 
jeſty vouchfafed rhe royal ſanction to this law in fa- 


vour of the Hebrew nation. The truth is, it might 


have incretfed the wealth, and extended the com- 


merce of Great: Britain, had it been agreeable to the 


people; and as the nataralized Jews would ſtill have 


been extladed from all civil and military offices, as 


well as from other privileges enjoyed by their Chriſ- 
tian brethren, in all probability they would have 
gradually for faken their own unprofitable and obſti- 
nate infidelity, ned their eyes to the ſhining 
truths of the goſpel, and joined their fellow - ſubje 

in embracing the doctrines of Chriſtianity. But no 


. 


miniſtry ought to riſk an experiment, how plauſible 


ſoe ver it may be, if they find it, as this was, an ob- 


ject of the people's unconquerable averſion. What 
9 ; : rendered 


GEORGE I 


rendered this unpopular meaſure the more.impoli-C 


tick, was the unſeaſonable juncture at which it was 
carried into execution; that is, at the eve of a ge- 
netal election for a new Parliament, when a miniſter 
qught carefully to avoid every ſtep which may give 
vmbrage to the body of the people. The Earl o 
Eg—t, who argued againſt the bill with equal 
r: and vivacity, in deſcribing the effect it might 
ave upon that occaſion, 1 am amazed (ſaid be) 
« that this conſideration makes no impreſſion.— 
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When that day, which is not far off, ſhall arrive, 


* 1 ſhall not fear ro ſet my foot upon any ground 
« of election in the kingdom, in oppoſition to any 
te ONE man among you, or any new Ghriſtian, who. 
„% has vored_or appeared in favour of this natu- 
6e ralization,” Sly AP e NS gt ew Se DPF 
- SXXVI. Another bull, traaſmitted from the 
Upper Hauſe, met with a reception e ually unfa- 
vourable among the Commons, 8 it was ſuſ- 
tained on the ſhoulders. of the majority, and thus 


forced. its way to the throne, where it obtained the 


royal approbation, The practice of ſolemniſing clan- 
eſtine marriages, ſo. prejudicial to the peace of fa- 
milies, and ſo often productive of miſery to the 
parties themſelves thus united, was an evil that pre- 
vailed to ſuch a degree as claimed the attention of 
the Legiſlature. The ſons and daughters of great 
and opulent families, before they had agquired know 
ledge and experiency, ot attained to the years of 
diſcretion, were every day ſeduced in their affections, 
and inveigled into matches big with infamy and 
ruin; and theſe were greatly facilitated by the oppor- 

tunities that occurred of heing unired inſtantancouſly 
by the ceremony of marriage, in the firſt tranſport. 
of paſſivo, before the deſtined victim had time to 


cool or deliberate on the ſubject. For this perni- 


cious purpoſe, there was a band of profligate miſ- 
creants, the refuſe of the clergy, dead to every ſen- 
timent of virtue, abandoned to all ſenſe of SIE, 

| and 
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' BOOK and decorum, for the moſt part priſoners for debt or 
N + delinquency, and indeed the very outcaſts of human 
' ©" 2753+ ſociety, who hovered about the verge of the Fleet- 


riſon to intercept cuſtomers, plying like porters 
* employment, and performed the ceremony of 
marriage without licence or queſtion, in cellars, gar- 
rets, or alehouſes, to the Teandal of religion, and 
the diſgrace of that order which they profeſſed. The 
eaſe with which this eccleſiaſtical ſanAion was ob- 
rained, and the vicious diſpoſition of thoſe wretches, 
open to the practices of fraud and corruption, were 
productive of polygamy, indigence, conjugal infi- 
delity, proſtitution, and every curſe that could im- 
bitter the married ſtate. A remarkable caſe of this 
nature having fallen under the cognizance of the 
Peers, in an appeal from an inferior tribunal, that 
Houſe. ordered the Judges to prepare a new bill for 
preventing ſuch abuſes ; and one was according] 
framed, under the auſpices of Lord Hardwicke, at 
that time Lord High Chancellor of England. In 
order to | anticipate the bad effects of clandeſtine 
martiages, this new ſtatute enacted, That the banns 
ſhould be regularly publiſhed, three ſuceeſſive Sun- 
days, in the church of the pariſh where the parties 
dwell: That no licence ſhould be granted to marry 
in any place, where one of the parties has not dwelt 
at leaſt a month, except à ſpecial licence by the 
Archbiſhop; That if any marriage ſhould be ſolem- 
niſed in any other place than a church or à chapel, 
without a ſpecial licence, or in a publick chapel, 
without having publiſhed the banns, or obtained a 
licence of ſome perſon property qualified, the mar- 
riage ſhould be void; and the perſon who ſolemniſed 
it tranſported for ſeven years: That marriages, by 
licence, of parties under age, without conſent of pa- 


rent or guardian, ſhould” be null and void, unleſs 


the party under age be a widow, and the parent re- 
fuſing conſent a widow matried again: That When 
the conſent of 'a mother or guardian is refufed from 
Caprice, or ſuch parent or guardian be mon compos 
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mentis, or beyond ſea, the minor ſhould have recourſe C = F. 
for relief to the Court of Chancery: That no . 
ſhould be commenced to compel a celebration of 93x * 
marriage, | upon pretence of any contract: That all 
marriages ſhould be ſolemniſed before two witneſſes, 
and an entry be made in a book kept for that pur- 
poſe, whether it was by banns or licence, whether 
either of the parties was under age, or the marriage 
celebrated with the conſent of parent or guardian; 
and this entry to be ſigned by the miniſter, -the par- 
ties, and the witneſſes: That a falſe licence or certi- 
ficate, or deſtroying regiſter books, ſhould be deemed 
felony, either in principal ot accefſary, and puniſhed 
with death. The bill; when conſidered in the. 
Lower Houſe, gave riſe to a variety of debates; in 
which the members appeared to be divided rather 
according to their real ſentiments, than by the rules 
of any political diſtindtion: for ſome principal ſer- 
vants of the ure freely differed in opinion 
| from the miniſter, who countenanced the bill; while, 
on the other hand, he was, on this occaſion, ſup= 
ported. by certain chiefs of the oppoſition, and the 
diſputes were maintained with extraordinary cager= 
neſs and warmth. The principal objections im- 
ported, that ſuch reſtrictions on marriage would 
damp the ſpirit of love and propagation ; promote 
mercenary matches, to the ruin of domeſtick happi - 
neſs, as well as to the prejudice of poſterity and po- 
pulation; impede the circulation of property, by 
preſerving the wealth of the kingdom among a kind 
of ariſtocracy of opulent families, who would always 
intermarry within their own pale; ſubje& the poor 
to many inconyeniencies, and extraordinary expence, 
from the nature of the forms to be obſerved; and 
throw an additional power into the hands of the 
Chancellor. They affirmed, that no human power 
had a right to diſſolve a vow ſolemnly made in the 
ſight of heaven: and that, in proportion as the bill 
ptevented clandeſtine marriages, it would — 
a 1441 | "He Oral 
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oo k fornication and debauchery, inſomuch as the parties 
III. reſtrained from indulging their mutural paſſions in an 


of 
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%—— honourable. manner, would be tempted. to gratiſy 


2753 · them by ſtealth, at the hazard of their reputation. 


In a word, they foreſaw a great number of evils in 


the train of this bill, which have not yet been 


realized. On the other fide, its advocates endea- 
voured to refute theſe. arguments, and ſome of them 
ſpoke with great ſtrength. and preciſion, The bill 
underwent a great number of alterations and amend- 
ments; which were not effected without violent con- 


teſt and altercation. At length, however, it was 


floated through both Houſes on the tide of a great 
majority, and ſteered into the ſafe harbour of royal 
approbation. Certain it is, the abuſe of clandeſtine 
matriage might have been removed upon much 


eaſier terms than thoſe impoſed upon the ſubje& by 


this bill, which, after all, hath been found ineffectual, 
as it may be eaſily cluded by a ſbort voyage to the 
continent, or a moderate journey to North-Britain, 
where the indiſſoluble knot may be tied without 
ſcruple or interruption. 


- 


XVII. Over and. above. theſe -new - ſtatures 


there were ſome other ſubjects which occaſionally 


employed the attention of the Commons; ſuch as 


the ſtate of the Britiſh ſugar-colonies, which was 
conſidered, in conſequence of petitions preſented by 
the ſogar-refiners and grocers of London, Weſtmin- 
ſter, and Briſtol, complaining of the exorbitant price 


- demanded and given for ſugars imported from Ja- 
maica; deſiring that the proprietors of land in Ja. 


maica might be obliged to cultivate greater quanti- 
ties of ground for raiſing ſvgar canes, or that they 


(the petitioners) might have leave. to import muſco- 


vado ſugars from other countries, when the price of 


thoſe gan from Jamaica ſhould exceed a certain 
hi 


rate, s remonſ{trance. was taken into conſidera» 
tion by a committee of the whole Houſe ; and a 
great number of evidenges. and papers being. exa- 


mined, 


F 1 | 1 " 

exo ror nn 8 

'wihed, they reſolved, That the peopling of Jamaicacn Ap. 
wich white inhabitants, and cultivating the lands II. 
thereof, would be the moſt proper meaſute for ſe 

curing that iſland, and increaſing the trade and na- 33 
vigation between it and Great-Britain, and other 
parts of his Majeſty's dominions : That the endea- 
yours hitherto uſed by the legiſlature of Jamaica to 
increaſe the number of white inhabitants, and en- 
force the cultivation of lands, in the manner that 
might beſt conduce to the ſecurity and defence of 
that ifland, had not been effeQval for theſe pur- 
poſes, The Houſe ordered a bill to be founded on 
theſe reſolutions ; but this was poſſponed, until the 
miniſtry ſhould receive more full information touch- 
ing the true ſtate of that iſland. The planters of 
Jamaica laboured under many grievances and hard- 
ſhips, from divers heavy impoſitions and reſtric- 
tions; and a detail of theſe was tranſmitted in a 
repreſentation to his Majeſty, which was referred to 
the conſideration of the Commiſſioners of Trade and 
Plantations. The cauſe of the platters was de- 
fended vigorouſly, and managed in the Houſe of 
Commons by Alderman Beckford, a gentleman of 
vaſt poſſeſſions in the iſland of Jamaica, who perfectly 
well underſtood, and ftrenuouſly ſupported, the 

intereſt of that his native country. | 

$ XXVIII. Abortive alſo proved the attempt to 
eſtabliſh a law for keeping an annual regiſter of 
marriages, births, deaths, the individuals who re- 
ceived alms, and the total number of people in 
Grear-Britain, A bill for this purpoſe was preſented 
by Mr. Potter, a gentleman of pregnant parts and 
ſpirited elocution; who, enumerating the advantages | 
of ſuch a law, obſerved, that it would aſcertain the = 
| 


number of the people, and the collective flrength 

of the nation; conſequently, point out thoſe places 

where there is a defe& or exceſs of population, and 

certainly determine whether a general naturalization 

would be adyantageous or prejudicial to the com- 
Aa 
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'BOOK munity ; that it would decide what number of men 
a . I . on any ſudden emergency, be levied for the 
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ence of the kingdom; and whether the nation is 
gainer or loſer by ſending its natives to ſettle, and 
our troops to defend diſtant colonies; that it would 
be the means of eſtabliſhing a local adminiſtration 
of civil government, or a police upon. certain fixed 
principles, the want of which hath been long a re- 
proach to the nation, a ſecurity to vice, and an 
encouragement to idleneſs; that in many caſes here 
all other evidence is wanting, it would enable ſuitors 

to recover their right in courts of juſtice, facilitate 
an equal and en aſſeſſment in raiſing the pre- 
ſent taxes, and laying future impoſitions; ſpecify 
the lineal deſcents, relations, and alliances of fami- 
lies; lighten the intolerable. burthens incurred by 
the publick, from innumerable and abſurd; regula- 
tions relating to the poor; provide for them by a 
more equal exertion of humanity, and effectually 
ſcreen them from all riſque of periſhing by hunger, 
cold, cruelty, and oppreſſion. Whether ſuch a law 
would have anſwered the ſanguine expectations of 
its patron, we ſhall not pretend to determine; though, 
in our opinion, it muſt have been attended with very 
ſalutary conſequences, particularly in reſtraining; the 
hand of robbery and violence, in detecting fraud, 
bridling the ferocity of a licentious people, and eſta- 
bliſhing a happy ſyſtem of order and ſubordinativn. 
At fil the bill met with little oppoſition, except 
ſrom Mr. Thornton, member for the city of York, 
who inveighed againſt it with great fervour, as a 
meaſure that ſavoured of French policy, to wich 
the Engliſh nation ever had the utmoſt averſion. 
He affirmed; that the method in which it was pro- 
poſed this regiſter ſhould be kept, would furniſh 
the enemies of Great-Britain with continual oppor- 
tunities of knowing the ſtrength or weakneſs.of. the 
nation; that it would empower an ill-deſigning-mi- 
niſter to execute any ſcheme ſubverſive of publick 

1 | liberty, 


— 


Ge in , 


Uberty, inveſt pariſh and petty officers of the peacec HA p. 
with exorbitant powers, and coſt the nation above 11. 
fifty thouſand pounds a-year to carry the ſcheme 
into execution. Theſe arguments, which, we ap- 
gem are extremely frivolous and inconcluſive, 
ad great weight with a conſiderable number, who 
joined in the oppoſition, while the miniſtry ſtood 
neutral. Nevertheleſs, after having undergone ſome 
amendments, it was Conveyed to the Lords, by 
whom it was, at the ſecond reading, thrown our, 
as a ſcheme of a very dangerous tendency. The 
legiſlature of Great-Britain haye, on ſome occaſions, 
been more ſtartled at the diſtant ſhadow of a bare 
poſfibility, than at the real approach of the . moſt 


37 $3» 


. 


dangerous innovation. E a 
XXIX. From the uſual deliberations on civil 
and commercial concerns, the attention of the Par- 
liament, which had ſeldom or never turned upon 
literary vocations, was called off by an extraordi- 
nary ſubject of this nature. Sir Hans Sloane, the ce- 
lebrated phyſician and naturaliſt, well known through 
all the civilized countries of Europe for his ample 
collection of rarities, culled from the animal, vege- 
table, and mineral kingdoms, as well as of anti- 
quities and curiofities of art, had directed, in his 
laſt will, that this valuable muſeum, together with 
his numerous library, ſnould be offered to the Par- 
liament, for the uſe of the publick, in conſideration 
of their paying a certain ſum, in compenſation, to 
his heirs. ©. His terms were embraced by the Com- 
mons, who agreed to. pay twenty thouſand pounds 
for the whole, ſuppoſed to be worth four times that 
ſum; and a bill was prepared for . purchaſing this 
muſeurn, together with the Harleian collection of 6 
manuſcripts, ſo deneminated from its founder, Ro- 
bert Harley, Earl of Oxford, Lord High Treaſurer 
of England, and now offered to the publick by his 
daughter, the Ducheſs of Portland. It was pro- 
poſed, that theſe purchaſes ſhould be joined to the 
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HiSTORY OF:'ENGLAND. 
famous - Cottonian library, and a ſuitable repoſitoty 
ee for them and the King's library, which 

ad long lain neglected, and expoſed to the injuries 
of the weather in the old dormitory at Weſtminſter 
Accordingly, truſtees and governors, conſiſting of 
the moſt eminent perſons of the kingdom, were 
appointed, and regulations. eſtabliſhed for the ma- 
nagement of this noble muſeum, which was depo- 
fired in Montagu - Houſe, one of the moſt magnifi- 
cent edifices in England, where it is ſubjected, with - 
out reſerve, to the view of the publick, under cer- 
tal neceſſary reſtrictions, and exhibits a glorious 
monument of patiohal taſte and liberality“ In the 
beginning of June the. ſeſſion of Parliament was 
cloſed by his 
ticular in his ſpeech, but that the ſtate of foreign 


affairs had ſuffered no alteration, ſince theit meet- 


ing. | TITTY SET” 1 8 Nin 
*$ XXX. The genius of the Engliſh people is 


perhaps incompatible with a ſtate of perfect tran- 


quillity: if it is not ruffled by foreign provocations, 


| tones, veſſels of agate and Jaſper, chryſtals, ſpars; foſſils, metals 


or agitated by unpopular meaſures of domeſtick ad- 
miniſtration, it will undergo temporary ſermenta- 
tions from the turbulent ingredients inherent in its 
own conſtitution. Tumults are excited; and ſac- 
tions kindled into rage and inveteracy, by incidents 
of the moſt frivolous nature: At this juncture the 
metropolis of England was divided and diſcompoſed 

; | | : : In \ 


. 


volumes, including about three hundred and fifty books of drawings, 
and three thouſand five hundred and ſixteen manuſcripts, befides a 


multitude of prints. The muſeum comprehended an infinite number 


of | medals, coins, vrns, utenſils, ſeals; cameos, intaglios, precious 


minerals, ores, earths, ſands, ſalts, bitumens, ſulphurs, amber, 
ambergriſe, tales, mir, teſtacea, corals, ſponges, echini, echenites, 
aſteriæ, trochi, cruſtatia, Rell marine, hſhes, birds, eggs, and neſts, 


vipers, ſerpents, quadrupeds, | inſets, human calculi, anatomical, 


rations, ſeeds, gums, roots, dried plants, pictures, drawings 
and mathematical inen ent All af, articles, with « ſhort = 


count of each, are ſpecified in thirty- eight volumes in folio, and 


— 


eight in quarto. 


Majeſty, who mentioned nothing par- 


The] of Sir Hans Sloane conſiſted of above fifty thouſand | 


E ssc gern 


222 
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in a furpriſing manner, by a diſpute in itſelf of ſo CHAP. 
little conſequence to ne ee that it could I. 
not deferve a place in a general hiſtory, if it did ,, 

not ſerve to convey a characteriſtick idea of the 
Engliſh nation. In the beginning of the year an 
obſcure damſel, of low degree, whoſe name was 
Elizabeth Canning, promulgated a report, which in 

a little time attracted the attention of the publick, 

She affirmed, that on the firſt day of the new year, 

at night, ſhe was ſeized under Bedlam-wall by two 
roffians, who having ſtripped her of her upper appa-. 
rel, ſecured her mouth with a gag, and threatened 
to murder her ſhould ſhe make the leaſt noiſe; that 
they conveyed her on foot about ten miles, to a 
lace called Endfield-waſh, and brought her to the 
oufe of one Mrs. Wells, where ſhe was pillaged of 
her ſtays; and, becauſe ſhe refuſed to turn proſti- 
tute, confined in a cold, damp, ſeparate, and un- 
furnifhed apartment; where ſhe remained a whole 
month, without any other fuftenance than a few 

| ſtale cruſts of bread, and about a gallon of water; 
till at length ſhe forced her way through a window, 
and ran home to her mother's houſe, almoſt naked, 
in the night of the twenty-ninth of January, This 
ſtory, improbable aud unſupported, operated ſa | 
ſtrongly on the paſſions of the people in the neigh- 
bourhood of Aldermanbury, where Canning's mo+ 
ther lived, and particularly among fanaticks of all 
denominations, that they raiſed voluntary contribu- | | 
tions, with ſurpriſing eagerneſs, in order to bring 15 
the ſuppoſed delinquents to juſtice. Warrants were | 
granted for apprebending Wells, who kept the houſe * 

at Endfield-waſh, and her accomplices, the ſervant-. 

maid, whoſe name was Virtue Hall, and one Squires, 

an old gipſey-woman, which laſt was charged by 

Canning, of having robbed her of her ſtays. Wells, 

though acquitted of the felony, was puniſhed as a 

bawd. Hall turned evidence for Canning, but after- 

wards recanted. Squires, the gipſey, was convicted 
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of the robbery, though ſhe produced undoubted 
H. evidence to Farr that ſhe was at Abbotſbury in 
— Dorſetſhire tf | 


3753 


9 


be general topick of converſation io all aGemblics, 


at very night in which the felony was 
ſaid to be committed, and Canning and her friends 
fell into divers contradictions during the courſe of 
the trial. By this time the prepoſſeſſion of the com · 
mon people in her favour had riſen to ſuch a pitch 
of enthuſiaſm, that the moſt palpable trurhs which 
appeared on the other ſide, had no other effect than 
that of exaſperating them to the moſt dangerous 
degree of rage and revenge. Some of the witneſſes 
for Squires, though perſons of unblemiſhed charac- 
ter, were ſo intimidated, that they durſt not enter 
the court; and thbſe who had reſolution enough to. 

ive evidence in her behalf, ran the riſque of aſſaſ- 

nation from the vulgar that ſurrounded the place. 
On this occaſion, Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne, Lord- Mayor 
of London, behaved with that laudable courage and. 
humanity which ought eyer to diſtinguiſh the chief 
magiſtrate of. ſuch a metropolis. ering the 


improbability of the charge, the heat, partiality, 


and blind enthuſiaſm with which it was proſecuted, 
and being convinced-of the old woman's innocence 


by a great number of affidavits, voluntarily ſeat up 
10 


m the country by perſons of unqueſtionable cre- 


dit, he, in conjunction with ſome other worthy citi- 


zens, reſolved to oppoſe the torrent of vulgar pre- 
Judice, Application was made to the throne for 


mercy : the caſe was referred to the Attorney and. 


Sollicitor-General, who, having examined the eyi- 
dences on both ſides, made their report in favour of, 
Squires to the King and Council ; and this poor old 
creature was indulged with bis Majeſty's pardon. 
This affair was now ſwelled up into ſuch a faction as 
divided the greater part of the kingdom, including 
the rich as well as the poor, the high as well as the 
humble. - -Pamphlets and paſquinades were pub- 
liſhed on both ſides of the diſpute, which became 


and 
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and people of all ranks eſpouſed ane or other party CHAP. 
with as much warmth and animoſity. as had ever 
' inflamed the Whigs and Tories, even at the moſt 1154. * 
rancourous period of their oppoſition. | Subſerip - 
tions were opened, and large ſums levied, on one 
Gde, to proſecute for perjury the perſons on whoſe 
evidence the pardon had been granted. On the 
other hand, thoſe who had intereſted themſelves for 
the gipſey reſolved to ſupport her witneſſes, - and, if 
poſſible, detect the impoſture of Canning. Bills 
perjury were preferred on both ſides. The evi- 
dences for Squires were tried and acquitted : at firſt 
Canning abſconded; but afterwards ſurrendered to 
take her trial, and being, after a long hearing, found 
guilty, was tranſported to the Britiſh colonies. The 
zeal of her friends, however, ſeemed to be inflamed 
by her conviction; and thoſe who carried on the 
proſecution againſt her were inſulted, even to the 
danger of their lives. They ſupplied her with ne- 
ceſſaries of all ſorts, paid for her tranſportation. in a 
private ſhip, where ſhe enjoyed all the comforts 
and conveniences that could be afforded in that 
ſituation, and furniſhed. her with ſuch recommen- 
dations as ſecured to her a very agreeable reception 
in New-England. bf SSL and e 
$XXXI. Next to this very remarkable tranſac- 
tion, the incident that principally diſtinguiſhed this 
year in England, was the execution of Dr. Archi- 
bald Cameron, a native of North-Britain, and bro- 
ther to Cameron of Lochiel, chief of that numerous 
and warlike tribe, who had taken the field with the 
Prince - Pretender. After the battle of Culloden 
where he was dangerouſly wounded, he found means 
to eſcape to the Continent. His brother, the Dac- 
tor, had accompanied him in. all his expeditions, 
though not in a military capacity, and was included 
with him in the act of attainder paſſed againſt thoſe 
who had been. concerned in the rebellion, Notwith- 
{anding the imminent danger attending ſuch an 
: 2 
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BOOK attempt, the Doctor returned privately. to Scotla 


| od, 
in order (as it was vt gs to recover a ſum of 
e 


money belonging to the Pretender, which had been 
embezzled by his adherents in that country. What- 
ever may have been his inducement to te- viſit his 
native country under ſuch a predicament, certain 
it is, he was diſcovered, apprehended, conducted 
to. London, confined in the Tower, examined by 
the privy-council, and produced in the court of 
King's-Bench, where bis identity being proved by 
ſeveral witneſſes, he received ſentence of death, and 
was executed at Tyburn. The terror and reſent- 


ment of the people, occaſioned by the rebellion, 


taving by this time ſubſided, their humane paſſions 


did not fail to operate in favour of this unfortunate 


gentleman ; their pity was mingled with eſteem, 
ariſing from his perſonal character, which was alto- 
gether unblemiſhed, and his deportment on this 


' occaſion, which they could not help admiring, as 


the ſtandard of manly fortitude and decorum. The 


Populace, though not very ſubject to tender emo- 


tions, were moved to compaſſion, and even to tears, 
by his behaviour at the place of execution; and 
many ſincere well-wiſhers to the preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment thought that the ſacrifice of this victim, at 


ſuch a juncture, could not redound either to its ho- 


nour or ſecurity. | 


& XXX11, The turbulent ſpirit, which is never 


totally extinguiſhed in this iſland, manifeſted itſelf 


in ſundry tumults that broke out in different parts 
of South-Britain. © The price of proviſion, and 
bread in particular, being raiſed: to an exorbitant 
rate, in conſequence of an abſurd exportation of 
corn, for the ſake of the bounty, a formidable body 
of colliers, and other labouring people, raiſed an 


ijnſurrection at Briſtol, began to plunder the corn- 


veſſels in the harbour; and commit ſuch outrages in 
the city, that the magiſtrates were obliged to have 
recourſe to the military power. A troop of drag- 
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in Yorkſhire, Mancheſter, and ſeveral other places 
in the northern counties. At Leeds, a detachment 


of the King's troops were obliged in their own de - 


| fence to fire upon the rioters, eight or nine of whom 


were killed on the ſpot; and, indeed, ſo little care 


had been taken to reſtrain the licentious inſolence of 
the vulgar by proper laws and regulations, duely 
executed under the eye of civil magiſtracy, that a 
military power was found abſolutely neceſſary to 
maintain the peace of the kingdom: 1 

$ XXXIII. The tranquillity of the Continent 
was not endangered by any new conteſt or diſtur- 
bance: yet the breach between the Clergy and the 
Parliament of Paris was every day more and more 
widened, and the people were pretty equally divided 
between ſuperſtition and a regard for civil liberty. 
The Parliament. having cauſed divers eccleſiaſticks 
to be apprehended, for having refuſed to adininiſter 
the ſacraments to perſons in extremity, who refuſed 
to ſubſcribe to the bull Unigenitus, all of them de- 
clared they acted according to the direction of the 


Archbiſhop of Paris. Application being made to 


this haughty prelate, he treated the deputies of the 

arliament with the moſt ſupercilious contempt, and 
even ſeemed to brave the power and authority of 
that body. They, on the other hand, proceeded to 
take cognizance of the recuſant clergy, until their 


Sovereign ordered them to deſiſt. , Then they pre- 


ſented remonſtrances to his Majeſty, reminding bim 
of their privileges, and the duty of their ſtation, 
which obliged them to do juſtice on all delinquents, 
In the mean time, they continued to perform their 
functions, and even commenced a proſecutjon againſt 
the Biſhop of Orleans, whom they ſummoned. to 
attend their tribunal, ' Next day they received from 
Verſailles a /ettre de catchet, accompanied by letters 

* — +, 0 4 1 * | a | patent, 
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goons were ſent to their aſſiſtance, and the inſyr= CHAT. 
ents were quelled, though not without ſome blood- - 

fled, Commotions of the ſame kind were excited ,,... 
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patent, commanding them to ſuſpend all profecuz | 


tions relating to the refuſal of the ſacraments; and 
ordering the letters patent to be regiſtered; Inſtead 
of obeying theſe commands, they preſented new re- 
monſtrances, for anſwers to which they were referred 
to the King's former declarations. In conſequence 
of this intimation, they had ſpirit enough to reſolve 
That, whereas certain evil-minded perſons ha 
«- prevented truth from reaching the throne, the 
« chambers remained aſſembled, and all other buſi- 
„ neſs ſhould be ſuſpended.” The affair was now 
become very ſerious. His Majeſty, by freſh letters 
patent, renewed his orders, and commanded them 
to proceed with their ordinary buſineſs, on pain of 
incurring his diſpleaſure, They forthwith came to 
another reſolution, importing, that they could not 
obey this junction without a breach of their duty 
and their oath, Next day lettres de catchet were 
iſſued, baniſhing to different parts of the kingdom 
all the members, except thoſe of the great cham- 
ber, which the court did not find more tractable than 
their brethren, They forthwith reſalved to abide 
by the two reſolutions mentioned above; and, as 
an-inſtance of their unſhaken fortitude, ordered an 
eccleſtaſtick to be taken into cuſtody for refuſing 
the ſacraments. This ſpirited meaſure ene 
them in the fate of the reſt; for they were alſo exiled 
from Paris, the citizens of which did not fail 
extol their conduct with the loudeſt encomiums, and 
ar the ſame time to expreſs their reſentment again 
the clergy, who could not ſtir abroad without being 
expoſed to violence or inſult, The example of the 
Parliament of Paris was followed by that of Rouen, 


which had courage —_ to iſſue orders for appre- 


hending the Biſhop'of Evreux, becauſe he had re- 
fuſed. to appear when ſummoned to their tribunal, 
Their decrees on this occaſion'being annulled by the 


King's council of ſtate; they preſented a bold tn : 
a 


{trance, which, however, had no other N a 
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that of exaſperating the miniſtry. A grand deputa- HA. 
tion being ordered to attend the King, they were 
commanded to deſiſt from intermeddling in dif- © 1254, 
putes relating to the refuſal of the ſacraments, and 
to-regiſter this injunction. At their return they had 
recourſe to a new remonſtrance; and one of their 
principal counſellors, who had ſpoken freely in the 
debates on this ſubject, was arreſted by a party of 
dragoons, who carried him priſoner to the caſtle of 
Dourlens. In a word, the body of the people de- 
clared for the Parliament, in oppoſition to eccleſi- 
aſtical tyranny; and, had they not been over awed 
by a formidable ſtanding army, would certainly 
have taken up arms in defence of their liberties; 
while the Monarch weakly ſuffered himſelf to be 
governed by prieſtly deluſions; and, ſecure in his 
military appointments, ſeemed to ſet the reſt of his 
ſubjects at defiance.. Apprehenſive, however, that 
theſe diſputes would put an entire ſtop to the admi - 
niſtration of juſtice, he, by letters patent, eſtabliſhed 
a royal chamber for the proſecution of ſuits civil and 
criminal, which was opened with a ſolemn maſs per- 
formed. in the Queen's chapel at the Louvre, where 

all the members aſſiſted On this occaſion another 
difficulty occurred. The letters patent, conſt itu- 
ting this new court, ought to have been regiſtered 
by the Parliament, which was now no more. To- 
remedy this defect, application was made to the in- 
ferior court of the Chatelet; which refuſing to re- 
giſter them, one of its members was committed to 
the Baſtile, and another abſconded. Intimidated 
by this exertion of deſpotick power, they allowed 
the King's officers to enter the letters in their regil- 
ter; but afterwards adopted more vigorous reſolu- 
tions. The lieutenant civil appearing in their court, 
all the counſellors roſe up and retired, leaving him 
alone, and on the table an arret, importing, That 
whereas the confinement of one of their members, 
the perſecution of another, who durſt not appear, 
aud the preſent calamities of the nation, gave them 


* 0 by : : o 
k i © "4. — 2 8 ba. 5 — — Mts of 4 ook 4 . 
— 2 — = de Jv HA — — Pam ne) -- ; Boo. nog” ſhes 2 — — > I 5 — 8 
r Rn Sy 3 oor — ou n p e 


* 
4 
1 
t 
th 
ll 
hd fc 
(i 
4 
bl 
? 
N 
x 
J 
i 


juſt 


HISTORY OF ENGL AND, 


BOOK juſt apprehenſion for their own perſons, they had, 
II. after mature deliberation, thought proper to retire, 
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Thus a dangerous ferment was excited by the King's 
eſpouſing the cauſe of ſpiritual inſolence and op- 
preſſion againſt the general voice of his people, and 
the plaineſt dictates of teaſon and common ſenſe. 
$ XXXIV. The property of Eaſt Frieſeland 
continued ſtill to be the ſource of contention be- 
tween the Electors of Brandenburgh and Hanover. 
The intereſts of his Britannick Majeſty being power- 
fully ſupported by the houſe of Auſtria, the miniſ- 
ter of that power at the diet propoſed that the af- 
fair ſhould be taken into immediate conſideration. 
He was ſeconded by the miniſter of Brunſwick ;. 
but the envoy from Brandenburgh, having proteſted 
in form againſt this procedure, withdrew from the 
aſſembly, and the Brunſwick miniſter made a coun- 
ter proteſtation, after which he alſo retired. Then 
2 motion being made, that this diſpute ſhould be 
referred ta the deciſion of the Aulick council at 
Vienna, it was carried in the affirmative by a ma- 
Jority of fourteen voices, His Pruſſian Majeſty's 
final declaration with regard to this affair was after- 
wards preſented to the diet, and anſwered in the fe»: 
quel by a memorial from his Britannick Majeſty as 
Elector of Hanover. Some other petty diſputes 
likewiſe happened between the regency of Hanover 
and the city of Munſter; and the former claiming 
ſome bailiwicks in the territories of Bremen, ſequeſ- 
tered certain revenues belonging to this city, in Stade 
and Eerden, till theſe claims ſhould be. ſatisfied. _ 
$ XXXV. The court of Vienna having dropped 
for the preſent the ſcheme for electing a King of the 
Romans, concluded a or extraordinary treaty with 
the Duke of Modena, ſtipulating, that his ſerene: 
highneſs ſhould be appointed perpetual governor of 
the duchy of Milan, with a ſalary of ninety thou- 
ſand flotins, on condition that he ſhould maintain a 
body of four thouſand men, to be at the diſpoſal of 


the Empr els-Queen that her Impetial rs | 


anna rnmygacgdcg 222222 


nens . . 
ſhdould have a right to place garriſons in the citadels & H A p. 
bf Mirandola' and Reggio, as well as in the caſtle Ii. 
of 'Maſſa-Carrara: that the Archduke Peter Leo 
pold, third ſon of their Imperial Majeſties, ſhould 17355. 
eſpouſe the daughter of the Hereditary Prince of 
odena, by the heireſs of Mala. Carrara; and in 
caſe of her dying without heirs male, the eſtates 
of that houſe and the duchy of Mirandola ſhould 
devdlve to the Archduke; but in caſe of her having 
male iſſue, that ſhe ſhould enjoy the principality of 
Fermia, and other poſſeſſions in Hungary, claimed 
by the Duke of Modena, for her fortune: finally, 
that on the extinction of the male branch of the 
houſe of Eſte, all the domiriiohs of the Duke of Mo- 
dena ſhould devolve to the houſe of Auſtria. 
$FXXXVI. While the powers on the continent 
of Europe were thus employed in ſtrengthening their 
reſpectibe intereſts, ' and coticerting meaſures for 
reventing any intefruption of the general tranquil- 
ity, matrers were faſt ripening to a freſh rupture 
between the ſubjects of Grear-Britain and France, 
in different parts of North-America. We have al- 
ready obſerved that commiſſaries had been appoint- 
ed, and conferences opened at Paris, to determine 
the diſputes berween the two crowns, relating to 
the boundaries of Nova-Scotia; and we took notice 
in general of the little arts of evaſioh practiſed by . 
the French commiſſaries, to darken and perplex the 
diſpute, and elude the pretenſions of his Britangick 
Majeſty. - They perſiſted in employing theſe arts of 
chicanery and cavil with ſuch perſeverance, that tlie 
negociation proved abortive, the conferences broke 
up. and every thing ſeemed to portend approaching 
hoſtilities. But, before we proceed to a detail of 
the incidents which were the immediate foretunners 
of the war, we will endeavour to convey a juſt idea 
of the diſpute concerning Nova- Scotia; which, 
we apprehend, is but imperfectiy underſtood, 
though of the utmoſt importance to the intereſt of 
Great. Britain. Ef $XXXVI11. 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND: 
.$ XXXVII. Nova-Scotia, called by the French 


Ie | Acadia, Ties between the, forty-fourth, and fiftierh 
An. 1753, egrees of north latitude, having Ne- England and 


the Atlantick ocean to the ſouth, and ſouth - weſt, and 
the river and Gulph of St. Lawrence to the north and 


north-eaſt. _ The winter, which continues near ſeven 


months in this country, is. intenſely cold; and with- 
out the intervention of any thing that can be called 
ſpring, it is immediately ſucceeded. by a ſummer, 
the heat of which is almoſt inſupportable, but of 
no long continuance. The foil in general is thin 
and barren, though ſome parts of it are ſaid to be 
equal to the beſt land in England. The whole 
country is covered with a perpetual fog, even after 
the ſummer has commenced. It was firſt poſſeſſed by 


the French, before they made any eſtabliſnment in 


Canada; who, by dint of induſtry and indefatiga- 
ble perſeverance, in ſtruggling with the many diffi- 
cultics they neceſſarily laboured under in the infancy. 
of this ſettlement, ſubſiſted tolerably well, and in- 
creaſed conſiderably, with very little aſſiſtance from 
Europe: whilſt we, even now, ſhould loſe the immenſe 
expence we have alteady been at to ſetile a colony 
there, and ſhould ſee all our endeavours to that end 
defeated, if the ſupport of the royal hand was with- 
drawn but for a moment. This country, by the 
poſſeſſion of which an enemy would be enabled 
greatly to annoy all our other colonies, and, if in 


the hands of the. French, would be of ſingular ſer- 


vice both to their fiſnery and their ſugar iſlands, has 
frequently changed hands from the French to the 
Engliſh, and from the Engliſh back again to the 
French, till our right to it was finally ſettled by the 
twelfth article of the treaty of Utrecht, by which all 
the country included within the ancient limits of 
what was called Nova- Scotia or Acadia, was ceded 
to the Engliſh, This article was confirmed by the 
treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle : but, for want of aſcer- - 
taining diſtinctly what were the bounds intended to 
| ; be 
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be.fixed by the two nations with reſpect to chis C2 a y. 
A ins 8. aroſe, and _commiſlaries, as we u.. 
aye obſerved, were appointed by both ſides, to ,,-. 

%%% 
I XXXVILL. The. commiſſaries. of the King of 

| ne conformed themſelves to the rule laid 

own. by the treaty itſelf, add aſſigned thoſe as the 

ancient limits of this country which had always 
paſſed as ſuch, from the very earlieſt time of any 
certainty, down to the concluſion, of the treaty; 
which the two crowns had frequently declared to be 
ſuch, and which the French had often admitted and 
allowed. Theſe limits are, the ſouthern bank of 
the river St. Lawrence to the north, and Pentagoec 
to the weſt: the country ſituated between theſe 
boundaries is that which the French received. by the 
treaty of St. Germain's, in the year one thouſaid 
ſix hundred and thirty-two, under the general name 
of Acadia. Of this country, thus limited, they 
continued in poſſeſſion. from 1 oy to the year 
one thouſand ſix hundred and fifty four, when. a 
deſcent was made upon it, under the command of 
Colonel Sedgwick. That theſe were then the un- 
diſputed limits of Acadia, his Britannick Majeſty's 
commmiſſaries plainly proved, by a letter of Louis 
XIII. to the Sieurs Charniſay and La Tour, regu- 
lating their jutiſdictions in Acadia; by the ſubſe- 
quent commiſſions of the French King to the ſame 
perſons, as governors. of Acadia, in the ſequel;' - 
and by that which was afterwards granted to the 
Sieur Denys, in the year one thouſand fix hundred 
and fifty four; all of which extend the bounds of this: 
country from the river St. Lawrence to Pentagoet 
and New-England. That theſe were the notions. of 
the French-with reſpe& to the ancient limits of this 
province was further confirmed by the demand made 
by their ambaſſador, in the courſe of that ſame year, 
for the reſtitution of the forts Pentagdet, St. John's, 
and. Port-Royal, as forts ſituated in Acadia. In 
the year one thouſand ſix hundred: and fixty-twoy: 
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BOOK ypon the revival of theclaim of France to the country 


2733 


1 


of Acadia, which had been left undecided by the 
treaty of Weſtminſter, the French ambaſſador, then 


at the court of London, aſſigned Pentagoet as the 


weſtern, and the river St. Lawrence as the notthern 
boundary of that country; and alledged the reſtitu- 
tion of Acadia in the year one thouſand fix hundred 
and thirty-two, and the poſſeſſion taken by France 
in conſequence thereof, as well as the continuation 
of that poſſeſſion,” with the ſame limits, to the year 
one thouſand fix hundred and fifty-four, as proofs of 
the equity and validity of the claim he then made: 
in which claim, and in the manner of ſupporting it, 
he was particularly approved of by the court of 


France. The ſame court afterwards thought it ſo 


clear, upon former determinations, and her on 
former poſſeſſions, that the true ancient boundaries 
of Acadia were Pentagoet to the weſt, and the river 
St. Lawrence to the north, that ſhe deſired no ſpe- 
cification' of limits in the treaty of Breda, but was 
contented with the reſtitution of Acadia, generally 
named: and, upon a diſpute which oP 1n the 
execution of this treaty, France re-afferted, and 
Great-Britain, after ſome diſcuſſion, agreed to the 
above-mentioned limits of Acadia; and France 


obtained poſſeſſion of that country, ſo bounded, 


under the treaty of Breda, The ſenſe of France 
upon this ſubject, in the years one thouſand ſix 
hundred and eighty-five, and one thouſand fix 
hundred and eighty feven, was alſo clearly mani- 
feſted, in the memorials delivered at that time by 


the French Ambaſſador at the court of London, 


complaining of ſome encroachments made by the 
Engliſn upon the coaſt of Acadia: he defcribed the 
country as extending from ifle Pergẽe, which lies at 
the entrance of the river St. Lawrence, to St. 
George's iſland : and again, in a ſubſequent com- 


| panel made by Monf. Barillon and Monſ. de 
nrepaus to the court of Great-Britain, againſt 
the judge of Pemaquid, for having ſeized the mw 
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of a French merchant at Pentagoet, which, faidcnAe. 
they, was ſituated in Acadia, as reſtored to France + 
by the treaty of Breda. To explain the ſenſe 5 
France, touching the bounds of Acadia in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred, the Britiſh commiſſa- 
ries produced a propoſal of the French ambaſſador, 
then reſiding in Great-Britain, to reſtrain the limits 
of that country to the river St. George. They alſo 
inſtanced the ſurrender of Port-Royal in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ten, in' which 
Acadia is deſcribed with the ſame limits with which 
France had received it in the years one thouſand ſix 
hundred and thirty-two, and one thouſand fix hun- 
dred and ſixty ſeven. And further to aſcertain the 
ſenſe of bath crowns, even at the treaty of Utrecht 
itſelf, they produced the Queen of Great-Britain's 
inſtructions to her ambaſſadors in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eleven, in which they were 
directed to inſiſt, That his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 

« jeſty ſhould quit all claim or title, by virtue of 

« any former treaty, or otherwiſe, to the country 

te called Nova-Scotia, and expreſsly to Port-Royal, 

« otherwiſe Annapolis-Royal.” To theſe they 

added a manifeſt demonſtration, founded on indiſ- 
putable facts, proving that the recital of the ſeveral 

ſorts of right which France had ever pretended to 

this country, and the ſpecification of both terms, 
Acadia or Nova-Scotia, were intended by Great- 

Britain to obviate all doubts which had ever been | 
made concerning the limits of Acadia, and to com- | i 
prehend with more certainty all that country which | a 
France had ever received as ſuch: finally, to ſpeciſy 

what France conſidered as Acadia, during the treaty, 

they referred to the offers of that crown in the year 

one thouſand ſeven hundred and twelve, in which 

ſne propoſed to reſtrain the boundary of Acadia to 

the river St. George, as a departure from its real 

boundary, in caſe Great- Britain would reſtore to her 

the poſſeſſion of that country. From all theſe facts 

Vor. III. BD- it 
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ü Bo OK-it -plainly appears that Great- Britain demunded 
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nothing but what the fair conſtruction of the words 


of the treaty of Utrecht neceſſarily implies ; and 


3 
551. 


that it is inpoſſible for any thing to have more 


evident marks of candour and fairneſs in it, than 


the demand of the Engliſh on this occaſion. From 
the variety of evidence brought in ſupport of this 
claim, it evidently reſults, that the Engliſh com- 
miſſaries aſſigned no limits as the ancient limits of 
Acadia, but thoſe which France herſelf determined 


to be ſuch in the year one thouſand fix hundred and 


thirty two; and which ſhe poſſeſſed, in conſequence 
of that determination, till the year one thouſand fix 
hundred and fifty-four; that in one thoufand fix 
hundred and ſix-twWo France claimed, and received 
in one thouſand fix hundred and ſixty- nine, the 
country which Great - Britain now claims as Acadia, 
reſtored to France by the treaty of Breda under that 
0 denomination: That France never conſi- 

ed Acadia, as having any other limits than thoſe 


_ which were aſſigned to it from the year one thouſand 


fix hundred and thirty-two, to the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ten; and that, by the treaty of 
Utrecht, ſhe. engaged to transfer that very ſame 


country as Acadia, which France has al ways aſſerted 


and poſſeſſed, and Great-Britain now claims, as ſuch. 
Should the crown of France, therefore, be ever 


willing to decide what are the ancient limits of 
Acadia, by her own declarations ſo frequently made 


in like diſcuſſions upon the ſame point, by her 
poſſeſſions of this country for almoſt a century, and 


by her deſcription of Acadia, during the negotiation 


of that very treaty upon which this doubt-is-raiſed, 
ſhe cannot but admit the claim; of Great Britain to 


be conformable to the treaty of Utrecht, and to the 


deſcription of the country transferred to Great- 


Britain by the twelfth article of that treaty. There 


is a conliſtency in the claim of the Engliſh, and a 
completeneſs in the evidence brought in ſupport of 
; he Al 
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It, which is ſeldom ſeen in diſcuſſions of this ſort; CRF. 
for it rarely happens, in diſputes of ſuch a nature 
between two crowns, that either of them can ſafely 1754. 
offer to have its pretenſions decided by the known _ 
and repeated declarations, or the poſſeſſions of the 
other. To anſwer the force of this detail of con- 
eluſive hiſtorical faQs, and to give a new turn to 
the real queſtion in diſpute, the French commiſſaries, 
in their memorial, laid it down as a diſtinction 
made by the treaty of Utrecht, that the ancient 
limits of Acadia, referred to by that treaty, are 
different from any with which that country may 
have paſſed under the treaties of St. Germains and 
Breda; and then endeavoured to ' ſhow, upon the 
teſtimonies of maps and hiſtorians, that Acadia and is 
its limits were anciently confined to the ſouth-eaſtern vn 


part of the peninſula. In ſupport of this ſyſtem, b 
the French commiſſaries had recourſe to ancient np 
maps and hiſtorians, who, as they aſſerted, had f 
ever confined Acadia to the limits they aſſigned. g 
They alledged, that thoſe commiſſions of the 3 


French government over Acadia, which the Engliſh 

cited as evidences of the limits they claimed, werte 

given as commiſſions over Acadia and the country 

. around it, and not over Acadia only: that the whole 
of the country claimed by the Engliſh as Acadia, 
could not poſſibly be ſuppoſed ever to be conſidered 
as ſuch, becauſe many parts of that territory always 
did, and ſtill do, preſerve particular and diſtinct 
names. They affirmed New France to be a province 
in itſelf; and argued, that many parts of what we 
claim as Acadia can never have been in Acadia, 
becauſe hiſtorians and the French commiſſions of 
re expreſsly place them in New France. 
They aſſerted, that no evidence can be drawn of 
the opinion of any crown, with reſpect to the limits 
of any country, from its declaration during the ne- 

gociation of a treaty; and, in the end, relying upon 
maps and hiſtorians for the ancient limits of Acadia, 
i they 
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BO OR they pretended that the expreſs reſtitution of St. 


III. 
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ancient limits of Acadia. 


Germain's and the poſſeſſion taken by France in 
conſequence of the treaty of Breda, after a. long 
diſcuſſion of the limits, and the declaration of France 


during the negociation of the treaty of Utrecht, 


were foreign to the point in queſtion... In refutation 
of theſe maxims, the Engliſh commiſſaries proved, 
from an examination of the maps and hiſtorians cited 
by the French in ſupport of their ſyſtem, that if this 
queſtion was to be decided, upon. the, authorities 
which they themſelves allowed to belong, and to be 
applicable to this diſcuſſion, the limits which they 


aſſigned were utterly inconſiſtent with the beſt maps 


of all countries, which are authorities in point for 
almoſt every part of the claim of Great - Britain. 
They ſhewed, that the French hiſtorians Champlain 
and Denys, and particularly this laſt, with his com- 
miſſion in the year one thouſand ſix hundred and 
fifty-five, aſſigned the ſame northern and weſtern 
limits to Acadia which they did; and that Eſcarbot, 
another of their hiſtorians, as far as any evidence 
can be drawn from his writings, agrees entirely with 
the former two, They obſerved, that all theſe 
evidences fall in with and confirm the better autho- 
rities of treaties, and the ſeveral tranſactions between 
the two crowns for near a century paſt ; and that 


the French commiſſaries, by deviating from treaties, 


and the late proccedings of the two crowns, to. an- 
cient hiſtorians and maps, only made a tranſition 
from an avthentick to an inſufficient ſort of evidence; 


and led the Engliſh commiſſaries into an enquiry, 


which proved, that both the proper and the improper, 
the regular and the foreign evidence, upon which 


this matter had been reſted, equally confuted the 


limits alledged by the French commiſſaries as the 
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80 I, N ſchemes of the French in North- America, | 
* & Il, Riſe and conduft of the Ohio Company. 
8 I. Letter from the governor of Virginia to the' 
French commander at Riviere au-Beuf. & IV. Per- 
' fidious practices of the French in Noya-Scotia. & V. 
Major Laurence defeats the French neutrals. § VI. 
Britiſh Ambaſſador at Paris amuſed with general pro- _ 
miſes. I VII. Sion opened. $ VIII. Supplies 
granted. & IX. Repeal if the aft for naturalizing 
Jews. Y X. Motion for repealing a former att fa- 
© Vourable to the Jews. & XI. Eaft- India mutiny- 
Gill. H XII. Caſe of Le. 5 XIII. Sen 
Cloſed. & XIV. Death of Mr. Pelham. Change in | is 
. the miniſtry. & XV. New Parliament aſſembled and 
prorogued. & XVI. Diſputes in the Iri Parlia- ; 
ment. & XVII. Tranſattions in the aft- Indies. q 
| A XVII. Account of the Engliſh ſettlements on the | 
= Malabar and Coromandel coaſts. & XIX. Diſpute 
| about the government of Arcot. & XX. Mahommed 
Ali Khan ſupported by the Engliſh. & XXI. Mr. 
Clive takes. Arcot. S XXII. And defeats the ene- 
my in the plains of Arani, and at Koveripauk. 
$ XXIII. He reduces three forts, and takes M. 
d Anteuil. & XXIV. Chunda Saib taken and po 
10 death, and bis army routed, & XXV. Conv 
74 between the Eaſt-India Companies of. England : 
and France. SXXVI, General view of the Britiſh +i 
colonies in North-America. & XXVII. New: Eng- | 
land and New-York. $ XXVIII. New Jer. 
S XXIX. Pennſylvania, $ XXX. Maryland, 
gd. XXXI. Virginia. & XXXII. The two Caro. 
linas. & XXXIII. Georgia. & XXXIV. The 
French ſurprize Logs-Town, on the Ohio. $ XXXV, 
Conference with the Indians at Albany. & XXXVI. 
x Colonel Waſhington defeated and taken by the French 
| "ming OM. 5 a 5 Diviſions among the uy | 
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tiſh colonies. & XXXVIII. The Hereditary Prince 
of Heſſe-Caſſel profeſſes the, Roman Catholick religion. 
& XXXIX. Parliament of Paris recalled from exile. 
XL. Afairs of Spain and Portugal. F. XLII. 
* Seffion opened. & XLII. Supphies granted, $ XL. 
Bill in behalf of Chelſea penfroners. S XLIV. Ox- 
Fordſbire election. & XLV. Meſſage from the King 
o the Houſe of Commons. & XLVI. Court of Ver- 
* Sailles amuſes the Engliſh miniſtry. & XLVII. Se/- 
ion cloſed. | Bol 4” | 


{I I: Wot the Britiſh miniſtry depended 
: upon the ſucceſs of the conferences be- 
tween the Commiſſaries of the two Crowns at Paris, 
the French were actually employed in executing their 
plans of encroachment upon the Britiſh colonies in 
Notth. Ainerica. Their ſcheme was to engroſs the 
whole fur-trade of that continent; and they had al- 
ready made great progreſs in extending a chain of 


forts, connecting their ſettlements on the river Miſ- 


ſiſüppi with their poſſeſſions in Canada, along the 
great lakes of Eria and Ontario, which laſt iſſues into 
the river St. Lawrence. By theſe means they hoped 


to exclude the Engliſh from all communication and 


traffick with the Indian nations, even thoſe that lay 
contiguous to the Britiſh ſettlements, and confine 
them within a line of their drawing, beyond which 
they ſhould neither extend their trade nor planta- 


tions. Their commercial ſpirit did not keep pace 


with the gigantick ſtrides of their ambition: they 
could not ſupply all thoſe Indians with the neceſſa- 
ries they wanted, ſo. that many of the natives had 
recourſe to the Engliſh ſettlements; and this com- 
merce produced a connexion, in conſequence of 
which the Britiſh adventurers ventured to travel with 
merchandize as far as the banks of the river Ohio, 
that runs into the Miſſiſſippi, a great way on the 
other fide of the ASalichian mountains, beyond 
which none of our coloniſts had ever attempted to 
„FFV 
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penetrate. The tract of ' country lying along the e ng. F. 
Ohio is ſo, fertile, pleaſant, and inviting, and the 
Indians, called Twightees, who inhabit thoſe delight- £244. 
ful plains, were ſo well diſpoſed towards a cloſe al- 
liance with the Engliſh, that, as far back as the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixteen, Mr. Spotſ- 
wood, governor of Virginia, propoſed a plan for 
erecting a company to ſettle ſuch lands upon this 
river as ſhould be ceded to them by treaty with the 
natives; but the deſign was at that time fruſtrated, 

partly by the indolence and timidity of the Britiſh 
miniſtry, who were afraid of giving umbrage to the 
French, and partly by the jealeuſies and diviſions 
ſubſiſting between the different colonies of Great- 
Britain. The very fame circumſtances encouraged 
the French to proceed in their project of invaſion, 
At length, they penetrated from the banks of the 
tiver St. Lawrence, acroſs lake Champlain, and 
upon the territory of New- Tork built with im- 
punity, and, indeed, without oppoſition, the fort | ; 
of . Crown- Point, the moſt inſolent and dangerous , 
encroachment that they had hitherto garried into 
execution. | | ROE 
8 H. Governor Spotſwood's ſcheme for an Ohio 
company was revived immediately after the. peace 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, when certain merchants of Lon- 
don, who traded to Maryland and Virginia, peti- 
_ tioned the government on this ſubject, and were in- 
dulged not only with a grant of a great traft of 
ground to the ſouthward of Pennſylvania, which they 
promiſed to ſettle, but alfo with an excluſive privi- 
lege of trading with the Indians on the banks of 
the river Ohio. This deſign no ſooner tranſpired, 
than the French governor of Canada took the alarm, 
and wrote letters to the governors of New-York and 
Pennſylvania, giving them to underſtand, that as the 
Englith-inland traders had encroached on the French 
territories and privileges, by trading with the Indians 
vader the protection of Ka Sovereign, he wauld 


b4 ſcize 
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not immediately deſiſt from that illicit practice. No 
regard being paid to this intimation, he next year 


975% cauſed three Britiſh traders to be arreſted. + Their 


effects were confiſcated, and they themſelves con- 
veyed to Quebeck, from whence they were ſent pri- 
ſoners to Rochelle in France, and there detained in 
confinement, In this ſituation they preſented a re- 
monſtrance to the Earl of Albemarle, at that time 
Engliſh Ambaſſador in Paris, and he claiming them 
as. Britiſh ſubjects, they were ſet at liberty. Al- 
though, in anſwer to his Lordſhip's memorial, the 
Court of Verſallies promiſed to tranſmit orders to 
the French governors in America to uſe all theit en- 
deavours ſor preventing any diſputes, that might 
| have a tendency to alter the good correſpondence 
eſtabliſhed between the two nations; in all-probabi- 
lity the directions given were ſeemingly the very 
reverſe of theſe profeſſions, for the French com- 
manders, partiſans, and agents in America, took 
every ſtep their buſy genius could ſuggeſt, to 
ſtrengthen their own power, and weaken the in- 
fluence of the Engliſh, by embroiling them with the 
Indian nations. This taſk they found the more 
caſy, as the natives had taken offence againſt the 


Engliſh, when they underſtood that their lands were. 


given away without their knowledge, and that there 
was a deſign to build forts in their country, with- 
out their conſent and concurrence. Indeed the per- 
ſon whom the new Company employed to ſurvey the 


banks of the Ohio concealed his deſign ſo carefully, 


and behaved in other reſpects in ſuch a dark myſte- 
rious manner, as could not fail to arouſe the jealouſy 
of a people naturally * and very much ad- 
dicted to ſuſpicion. How the Company propoſed 
to ſettle this acquiſition in deſpite of the native poſ- 
ſeſſors it is not eaſy to conceive, and it is ſtill more 
unaccountable that they ſhould have neglected the 
natives, whoſe conſent and aſſiſtance they might have 
| * eee en procured 
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procuted at a very ſmall expence. Inſtead of act- CHAP. 
ing ſuch a fair, open, and honourable part, they ſent 5 mY 
a Mr. Gift to make a clandeſtine ſurvey of the coun- 7851. 
try, as far as the falls of the river Ohio; and, as 
we have obſerved above, his conduct alarmed both 
the French and Indians. The erection of this com- 
pany was equally diſagreeable to the ſeparate traders 
of- Virginia and Pennſylvania, who ſaw themſelves on 
the eve of being deprived of a valuable branch of 
traffick, by the excluſive charter of a monopoly; and 
therefore they employed their emiſſaries to foment | 
the jealouſy of the Indians. honey q f 

§ HI. The French having in a manner com- 
menced hoſtilities againſt the Engliſh, and actually 
built forts on the territories of the Britiſh allies ac 
Niagara, and on the lake Erie, Mr. Hamilton, g0+ 
vernor of Pennſylvania, communicated this intelli- 
gence to the Aſſembly of the province, and repre- 
ſented the neceſſity of ereAing truck-houſes, or 
places of ſtrength and ſecurity, on the river Ohio, to 
which the traders might retire in caſe of inſult or 
moleſtation. The propoſal was approved, and 
money granted for the purpoſe ; but the Aſſembly 
could not agree about the manner in which they 
ſhould be erected ; and in the mean time the French 
fortified themſelves at leiſure, and continued to har- 
raſs the traders belonging to the Britiſh ſettlements. 
Repeated complaints of theſe encroachments and 
depredations being repreſented to Mr. Dinwiddie, 
governor of Virginia, he, towards the latter end of 
this very year, ſent Major Waſhington with a letter 
to the commanding officer of a fort which the French 
had built on the Riviere-au-Beuf, which falls into 


the Ohio, not far from the lake Erie. In this letter 
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Mr. Dinwiddie expreſſed his ſurprize that the French 
ſhould build forts and make ſettlements on the river 
Ohio, in the weſtern part of the colony of Virginia, 
belonging to the Crown of Great-Britain. He com- 
plained of theſe eneroachments, as well as of the in- 
juries done to the ſubjects of Great · Britain, in open 
r | 1 5 55 violation 
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BO OR violation of the law of nations, and of the treaties 


actually ſubſiſting between the two Crowns. He de- 


S—— ſired to know by whoſe authority and inſtructions his 
275% Britannick Majeſty's territories had been invaded; | 


and required him to depart in peace, without further 
proſecuting. a plan which mult interrupt the har- 


- mony and good underſtanding which his Majeſty was 


deſirous to continue and cultivate with the Moſt 
Chriſtian: King. To this ſpirited intimation the 
officer replied, That it was not his province to ſpe- 
cify the evidence, and demonſtrate the right of the 
King his maſter to the lands ſituated on the river 
Ohio; but he would tranſmit the letter to the Mar- 
gs du Queſne, and act according to the anſwer he 


ould receive from that nobleman. In the mean 


time, he ſaid he did not think himſelf obliged to 
obey the ſummons of the Engliſh governor; that he 
commanded the fort by virtue of an order from his 
General, to which he was determined to conform 
with all the preciſion and reſolution of a good officer. 
r. Dinwiddie expected no other reply, and there- 
fore had projected a fort to be erected near the forks 
of the river. The province. undertook to defray 
the expence, and the ſtores for that purpoſe were 
already provided; but, by ſome fatal overſight, the 
concurrence of the Indians was neither obtained nor 
ſollicited, and, therefore, they looked upon this 
meaſure with an evil eye, as a manifeſt invaſion of 
their property. . 8 | 
. While the French thus induſtriouſly ex- 
tended their encroachments to the ſouthward, they 
were not idle in the gulf of St. Lawrence, but ſeized 
every opportunity of diſtreſſing the Engliſh ſettle- 
ment of Nova- Scotia. We have already obſerved, 
that the town of Halifax was no ſooner built, than 
they ſpirited up the Indians of that neighbourhood 
to commit hoſtilities againſt the inhabitants, ſome 
of whom they murdered, and others. they carried 
priſoners to Loviſbourg, where they ſold them for 


Bus 25S « 


arms and ammunition, the French pretending 1 
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they maintained this traffick from. motives of pure CHAR. 
compaſſion, in order to prevent the maſſacre of the 

Engliſh.captives, whom, however, they did not ſer 37.53 
at hberty without exafting an exorbitant ranſom. As 
theſe ſeulk ing parties of Indians were generally di- 
rected and headed by French commanders, repeated 
complaints were made to the governor of Loviſ- 
bourg, who ſtil] anſwered, that his juriſdiction did 
not extend over the Indians, and that their French 

conductors were choſen from the inhabitants of An- 
napolis, ho thought proper to remain in that coun- 
try after it was ceded to the Engliſh, and were, in 
fact, the ſubjects of Great - Britain. Even while the 
conferences were carried on for aſcertaining the limits 
of Nova- Scotia the governor of Canada detached 
M. La Corne, with ſome regular troops, and a body 
of militia, to fortify a poſt on the bay of Chignecto, 

on pretence that this and a great part of the penin- 
ſula -belonged to his government, The poſſeſſion 
of this poſt not only ſecured to the Indians of the 
continent a free entrance into the peninſula, and a 
ſafe retreat in caſe of purſuit; but alſo encouraged 
the French inhabitants of Annapolis to riſe in open 
rebellion againſt the Engliſh government. 

$ V.. In the ſpring of the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fifty, General Cornwallis, governor of 
Halifax, detached Major Laurence with a few men 
to reduce them to obedience. At his approach they 
burned their town to aſhes, forſook 1 poſſeſſions, 
and threw themſelves under the protection of M. La 
Corne, who, thus reinforced, found himſelf at the 
bead of: fiſteen hundred men, well provided. with 
arms and; ammunition. Major Laurence being 
vnable to cope with him in the field, demanded an 
interview, at which he defired to bags for what 
cauſe. the French inhabitants of Nova-Scotia had 
ſhaken off their allegiance to the Crown of Great- 
Britain, and violated the neutrality which they had 
N hs affected to profeſs, Tlie French officer, 


without 
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20K without e Ts account for their behaviour, 


152 


gave him to underſtand in general terms, that he had 
orders to defend his poſt, and theſe orders he was 
determined to obey. The Engliſh Major finding 
himſelf too weak to attack their united force, and 
having no orders to commit hoſtilities againſt any 
but the Indians and their open abettors, returned to 
Halifax, without having been able to fulfil the pur 
poſe of his expedition. Immediately after his re- 
treat, the French neutrals (ſo they were called) re- 
turned to the habitations which they had abandoned; 
and, in conjunction with the Indians, renewed their 
depredations vpon the inhabitants of Halifax and its 


dependent ſettlements. The Engliſh governor, juſtly 


incenſed at theſe outrages, and ſeeing they would 
neither ſubmit to the Engliſh government them- 
ſelves, nor allow others to enjoy it with tranquillity, 
reſolved to expel them effectually from the country 
they ſo ill deſerved to poſſeſs. Major Laurence was 
again detached with a thouſand men, tranſported by 
ſea to Chignecto, where he found the French and 
Indians entrenched, in order to diſpute his landing. 
Notwithſtanding this oppoſition, he made a deſcent 
with a few companies, received and returned a ſmart 
fire, and ruſhing into their entrenchments, obliged 
them to fly with the utmoſt precipitation, leaving a 
conſiderable number killed and wounded on the ſpot. 
The fugitives ſaved themſelves by crofling a river, 
on the — bank of which La Corne ſtood at the 
head of his troops, drawn up in order to receive 
them as friends and dependents, He had by this 
time erected a fort, which he denominated Beau Se- 
jour; and now the Engliſh built another on the o 

polite fide of the river, which was called after its 


founder St. Laurence. This being provided with a 


2 2 eee, 


good garriſon, ſerved as a check upon the French 

and in ſome meaſure reſtrained the incurſions of 
their barbarians. * Not that it effeQtually anſwered 
this purpoſe ; for the Indians and Neutrals till ſeized 


every 


7 
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every opportunity of attacking the Engliſh in the CHAT 
interior parts of the peninſula, In the courſe of the Es Y 
ſucceeding year they ſurprized the little town of 733. 
Dartmouth, on the other ſide of Halifax-bay, where | 
they killed and ſcalped a great number of people, 
and carried off ſome priſoners. For theſe expedi- 
tions the French always ſupplied them with boats, 
canoes, arms, and ammunition; and indeed they 
were conducted with ſuch care and ſecreſy, that it 
was almoſt impoſſible to prevent their ſucceſs. One 
ſure-remedy againſt the ſudden and ſtolen incurſions 
of thoſe ſavages might have been found in the uſe 
of ſtaunch hounds, which would have run upon the 
foot, detected the ſculking parties of the Indians, 
and fruſtrated all their ambuſcades: but this expe- 
dient, ſo eaſy and practicable, was never tried, though 
frequently recommended in publick to the attention 
of the government, and the conſideration of the 
coloniſts. The Indians continued to plunder and 
maſſacre the Britiſh ſubjects with impunity, and were 
countenanced by. the French government in that 
country, who now ſtrengthened their lodgement on 
the neck of the peninſula with an additional fort, 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of Baye-verte ; and built 
a third at the mouth of St. John's river, on the 
north ſide of the bay of Fundy. 8 

4 VI. All theſe previous ſteps to a rupture with 
England were taken with great deliberation, while 
the commiſſaries of both nations were diſputing 
about the limits of the very country which they thus 
atrogantly uſurped; and they proceeded to perfect 
their chain of forts to the ſouthward, without paying 
the leaſt regard to the expoſtulations of the Engliſn 
governors, or to a memorial preſented at Verſailles 
by the Earl of Albemarle, the Britiſh Miniſter. He 
demanded that expreſs orders ſhould be ſent to M. 
De la Jonquiere, the commander for the French in 
America, to deſiſt from violence againſt the Britiſn ſub- 
jects in that country: that the fort of Niagara * 
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BO 0 Ke immediately raſed: that the ſubjects of Stent. ri 
* _, tain, who had been made priſoners, ſhould be ſet at li- 
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that the perſons who had eommitted theſe excefles 
ſhould be puniſhed in an exemplary manner. True 
it is, fix Engliſhmen, whom they had unjuſtly taken, 
were immediately diſmiſſed; and the Ambaſſador 
amuſed with general promiſes of ſending ſuch in- 
ſtructions to the French Governor in America, as 
ſhould anticipate any cauſe of complaint for the 
future: but, far from having any intention to per- 
form theſe protniſes, the Court of Verſailles, with- 
out all doubt, exhorted La Jonquiere to proceed in 
bringing its ambitious ſchemes to perfection. 
S VII. Every incident in America ſeemed to 
prognoſticate war, when the ſeſſion of Parliament 
was opened on the fifteenth day of November; yet 
his Majeſty, on this oecaſion, told them, That the 
events of the year had not made it neceſſary for him 
to offer any thing in particular to their conſideration, 
relating to foreign affairs. He even declared, that 
the continuance of the publick tranquillity, and the 
| | parte ſtate of Europe, remained upon the ſame 
ting as when they laſt parted; and aſſured them 

of his ſteadineſs in purſuing the moſt effectual mea- 
ſures to preſerve to his people the bleſſings of peace. 
He expreſſed” uncommon concern, that the horrid 
crimes of robbery and murder were of late rather 
| ancteaſed than diminiſhed, and earneſtly recom- 
mended this important object to their ſerious atten- 
tion. Affectionate addreſſes were preſented by both 
Houſes in anſwer to this harangue; and, What was 
very remarkable, they were propoſed and paſſed 
without queſtion or debate. „eng. 
F VIII. Tue Commons continved the fame nut- 
ber of feamen and land forces for the enfurng year, 
which had been granted in the laſt ſeſſion, and inade 
ſuitable proviſion for all the exigencies of the Nate, 
The whole ſupply amounted to two millions ſeven 
_ | hundred 


3 - 
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hundred ninety- ſeven thouſand nine hundred and o . F. 
ſixteen pounds, ten ſhillings, and two-pence, to be 


— : 


raiſed by a land-tax of two ſhillings in the pound, gz 
a malt · tax, a continuation of certain duties on wine, 
vinegar, cyder, and beer imported, a ſum taken 
from the finking fund, and the overplus of certain 
grants, funds, and duties. The proviſions made 4 
conſiderably exceeded the grants; but this exceſs 
was chargeable with the intereſt of what ſhould be 
borrowed upon the credit of the land or malt-tax, 
there being a clauſe of credit in both, as alſo with 
the deficiency (if any ſhould happen) in the fums' 
they were computed to produce, The Houſe agreed' 
to all theſe reſolutions almoſt unanimouſly: indeed, 
no oppoſition was made to any of them, but thar' 
for continuing the ſame number of land forces, which 
was carried by a great majority. Fake * 
SIX. The act permitting Jews to be naturalized, 
which had, during the laſt ſeſſion, triumphed over 
ſuch an obſtinate oppoſition, was by this time be- 
come the object of national horror and exectation. 
Every part of the kingdom reſounded with the re- 
proach of the miniſtry who had enforced ſuch an 
odious meafure ; and the two brothers, who engroſſed 
the greater part of the adminiſtration, trembled at 
the proſpect of what this clamour might produce at 
the general election, this being the laſt ſeſſion of the 
preſent Parliament. So eager were the miniſters to 
annul this unpopular meaſure, that, immediately 
after the Peers had agreed to the natyre and form 
of an addreſs to his Majeſty, the Duke of Newcaftle, 
with that precipitation ſo peculiar to his character, 
poured forth an abrupt harangue in that Houfe, 
importing, that the diſaffected had made an handle 
of the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion in favour of the Jews, 
to raiſe diſcontents among many of his Majeſty's; 
good ſubjects; and as the act was in itſelf of little 
importance, he was of opinion it ought to be re- 
pealed : for this purpoſe he preſented à bill ready 
. framed, 


38. 


III. 
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BOOK framed, which was read and committed, though not 


without ſome debate. The naturalization bill, now 
devoted as a ſacrifice to the reſentment of the peo- 
ple, contained a clauſe diſabling all naturalized Jews 


from purchaſing, inheriting, or receiving any advow- 


ſon or preſentation, or right to any eccleſiaſtical 
benefice or promotion, ſchool, hoſpital, or dona- 
tive; and by the firſt draft of the bill, which his 
Grace now preſented, it was intended that this clauſe 
ſnould not be repealed. It was the opinion, how- 
ever, of the majority, that ſuch a elauſe ſtanding 
unrepealed might imply, that the Jews, by being 
thus expreſsly excluded from the poſſeſſion of any 
eccleſiaſtical right of preſentation, would be conſi - 
dered as having the power and privilege of purcha- 
ſing and inheriting any lay- property in the kingdom. 


On this conſideration an amendment was made in 


the bill, the clauſe in queſtion was left out, and the 
whole act of naturalization repealed without excep- 
tion“. Though the Lords, in general, concurred 
in the expediency of the repeal, it was oppoſed by 
ſome few, as too great a ſacrifice, to the idle and 
unfounded. clamours of the multitude; and upon 
this ſide of the debate a great power of elocution 
was diſplayed by Earl Temple, who had lately ſuc- 
ceeded to this title on the death of his mother, a 
nobleman of. diſtinguiſhed abilities, and the moſt 
amiable diſpoſition, - frank, liberal, humane, and 
zealouſly attached to the intereſt and honour. of his 
country. In the Lower Houſe, the members of 
both parties ſeemed to vie with each other in de- 


monſtrations of averſion to this unpopular act. On 


the very fuſt day of the ſeſſion, immediately after 


®* The reverend bench of Biſhops had, with a laudable fpirit. 
Chriſtian meekneſs and philanthropy, generally approved of the 
indulgence granted to their Hebrew brethren; and now they ace 
quien in the propoſed repeal with the ſame paſhve diſcretion, 

ough one of the number contended for the Gying clauſe which 
the N had recommended, $544 N 
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a eg lb addreſs to his Majeſty, dir James TA 5. 4 
Dalſhwoad, an eminent leader in the oppoſition, 8 
gave the Commons to underſiand, that he bad a 1755 · 


motion of very great impottance to make, which 
would require the attention of every member as ſoon 
as the motion for the addreſs ſhould be diſcuſſed; 
he therefore: defired they would not quit the Houſe, 
vatil he ſhould have an opportunity to explain his 


propoſal. Accordingly, they had no ſooner agreed 
to the motion for an addreſs of thanks to his Ma- 
jeſty, than he ſtood up again; and having expati- 
ated upon the juſt and general indignation which the 


act of the preceding ſeſſion, in favour of the Jews, 
had raiſed among the people, he moved to order 
that the Houſe ſhould be called: over on Tueſday 
the fourth day of December, for taking that act into 
conſideration : but being given to underſtand, that 
it was aot uſual to appoint a call of the Houſe for 


any particular purpoſe, he agreed that the motion | 


ſhould be general. It was ſeconded by Lord Par- 
ker, his oppoſite ia political intereſts; the + Houſe 
agreed to it without oppoſition, and the. call was 
ordered accordingly. They were anticipated, how- 
ever, by the Lords, who framed and tranſmitted to 
them a bill on the ſame ſubject, to the purport of 
which the Commans made no objection; for every 
member, having the fear of the general election 
before his eyes, carefully, avoided every expreſſion 
which could give umbrage to his conſtituents: but 
violent oppoſition was made to the preamble, which 
ran in the following ſtrain :“ Whereas an act of 
„ Parliament was made and paſſed in the twenty- 

« fifth year of his Majeſty's: teign, intituled, An 
« Act to permit perſons profeſſing the Jewiſh reli. 
e gion to be naturalized by Parliament, and for 


te other purpoſes therein mentioned; and whereas . 


© occaſion. has been taken, from the ſaid act, to 
« raiſe diſcontents, and diſquiets i in the minds of his 
« Majeſty's ma be it enatted, &c. This in- 
Vol. III. Se trodudion 
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k troduction was conſidered as an unjuſt refleion upon 


TM. the body of che people in general, and in particular 


upon thoſe ho had oppoſed the bill in the courſe of 
the preceding ſeſſion. Sir Roger Newdigate there. 
fore moved, that the expreſſion ſhould be varied to 
this effect: * Whereas great diſcontents and diſ- 
t quietudes had from the ſaid act ariſen,” The 
conſequence of this motion was an obſtinate debate, 
in which it was ſupported by the Earl of Egmont, 
and divers other able orators: but Mr. Pelham and 
Mr. Pitt were numbered among its opponents. The 
queſt ion being put for the propoſed alteration, it was 
of courſe carried in the negative: the bill, after the 
third reading, paſſed nemine contradicente, and in due 
time obtained the royal aſſent. eres. 

8X. Even this conceſſion of the miniſtry did not 
allay the reſentment of the people, and their appre- 
henſions of encroachment from the Jews. Another 
act ſtill ſubſiſted by virtue of which any perſon pro- 
ſeſſing the Jewiſh religion might become a free 
denizert of Great- Britain, after having reſided ſeven 
years in any of his Majeſty's colonies in America; 
and this was now conſidered as a law, having the 
ſame dangerous tendency, of which the other was 
now in à fair way of being convicted. It was 
moved, therefore, in the Lower Houſe, that part of 
this former act might be read: then the ſame mem- 
ber made a motion for an addreſs to his M 
deſiting that the Houſe might have — 'of 
the liſts tranſmitted from the American colonies to 
the commiſſioners for trade and plantations,” con- 
taining the names of all ſuch perſons profeſſing the 
Jewiſh religion, as had entitled themſelves to the 
benefit of the ſaid act, ſince the year one thouſand 


. 


| ſeven hundred and forty. Theſe liſts were accord- 


ingly preſented, and left upon the table for the peru- 
ſal of the members: but as this act contained no 


limitation of time within which the benefit of it ſnould 
be claimed, and as this claim was attended with a 


a 5 good 
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good deal of trouble and ſome expence, very few CHA?- 


8 had availed themſelves of it in that period. 


Nevertheleſs, as a great number of Jews were already 7. 


entitled to claim this indulgence, and as it remained 
an open channel through which Great- Britain might 
be deluged with thoſe people, all of whom the law 
would hold as natural; born ſubjects, and their pro- 
geny as freed from all the reſtrictions contained in 
the act with reſpect to naturalized foreigners, Lord 
Harley moved: for leave to bring in a bill to repeal 
ſo much of the ſaid act as related to perſons pro- 
feſſing the Jewiſh religion, who ſhould come to ſet · 
tle in any Britiſh colony aſter à certain time. The 
motion was ſeconded by Sir James Daſhwood, and 


ſupported by the Earl of Egmont; but being found 


unequal to the intereſt and elocution of Mr. Pelham 
and Mr. Pitt, was rejected by the majority. 


$ XI. The next object that claimed the attention An. 17565 


of the Commons, was a bill for improving the regu- 
lations already made to prevent the ſpreading of a 
contagious diſtemper, which raged among the horned 


cattle in different parts of the kingdom: The laſt 


dill of this ſeſſion that had: the good fortune to ſuc- 
ceed, was brought in for puniſhing mutiny and de- 
ſertion of officers and ſoldiers in the ſervice of the 
Eaſt- India company, and for the puniſhment of 
offences committed in the Eaſt- Indies and the iſland 


of St. Helena. This being a meaſure of a verß 


extraordinary nature, all the members were ordered 
to attend the Houſe on the day fixed for the ſecond 
reading: at the ſame time all charters, commiſſions, 
and authorities, by which any powers relative to a 
military juriſdiction, or the exerciſe of martial law, 
had been granted or derived from the crown to the 
ſaid company, were ſubmitted to the peruſal of the 
members. The bill was by many conſidered as a 


dangerous extenſion of military power, to the pre- 


judice of the civil rights enjoyed by Britiſh _—_— 
and as ſuch violently conteſted by the Earl of Eg- 


C 2 f mont, 


| 
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no OR mont, Lord Strange, -add Mr. Alderman Beckford, 
III. Their objections were anſweted by the Sollicitor- 
A. General and Mr. Totke. The bill, after fome warm 


debates, being eſpouſed by the miniftry, was enacted 
into a law, and diſpatched to the Eaſt- Indies by 
the firſt opportunity, oo abe 


_ $ XU; Some other motions were made, and pe- 


© qirions prefented on different ſubjects, which, as they 


miſcarried, it will be unneceffary to particulariſe. It 
may not be amiſs, however, to record an exemplary 
act ef juſtice done by the Commons on a perſon 
belonging to a-publick office, whom they detected 
in the practice of fraud and impoſition. Notwith- 
ſtanding the particular care taken in the laſt ſeſſion, 
to ptevent the monopolizing of tickets in the ſtate- 
Jottery, all thoſe precautions had been eluded: in a 
ſcandalous manner by certain individuals, entruſted 
with che charge of delivering the tickets to the con- 
tributors, according to the intent of the act, which 
expreſsly declared, that not more than twenty fhould 
be fold. to any one perſon. Inftead of conforming 
to theſe direQtions of the legiſlature, they and their 
friends engroſſed great numbers, ſheltering them- 
ſelves under a falſe liſt of ſeigned names for the 
purpoſe; by which means they not only defeated the 
equitable intention of the Commons, but in ſome 
meaſure injured the publick credit; inaſmuch as 
their avarice had prompted them to ſubſcribe: for a 
greater number than they had caſh to purchaſe, ſo 
that there was a deficiency in the firſt payment, which 
might have had a bad effect on the publick affairs. 
Theſe practices were ſo flagrant and notorious as to 
attraft the notice of the Lower Houſe, where an 
enquiry was begun, and proſecuted with a ſpirit of 
real patriotiſm, in oppoſition to a ſcandalous cabal, 
who endeavoured with equal cagerneſs and perſeve- 
rance to ſcreen the delinquents. All their efforts, 
however, proved abortive; and a committee, ap- 
pointed to examine particulars, agreed to 1 
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re enen 


ſevere re ſolutions againſt one Le, ho had amaſſed o Ng.“ · 
a large fortune by this and other kinds of peculation . 
They voted him guilty of breach of truſt, and a 1544, 
direct violation of the [lottery act; and an addreſs 


was preſented to his Majeſty, deſiring he might be 

proſecuted by the Attorney-General for theſroffences. 
He was accordingly ſued in the court of King's 

Bench, and paid a fine of one thouſand pounds, for 
having committed frauds by which he had gained 

forty times that ſum 3 but he was tteated with ſuch 
gentleneſs as remarkably denoted the elemency of 
that eben zt reg e 48 339 444456 ie 
S XIII. The ſeſſion ended in the beginning of 
April, when the King gave the Parliament to under- 
ſtand, that he ſhould ſay nothing at preſent on fo- 
reign affairs ; but aſſured them of his fixed reſolu- 
tion to exert his whole power in maintaining the 
general tranquillity, and adhering to ſuch meaſures 
for that purpoſe as he had hitherto purſued in con- 
junction with his allies; © He in vety affectionate 
terms thanked both Houſes, for the repeated proofs 
they had given of their zealous attachment and 
loyalty to his perſon and government. He enume- 
rated the ſalutary meaſures they had taken ſor leſſen- 


ing the national debt, and augmenting the publick 


credit, extending navigation and commerce, re- 
forming the morals of the people, and improving the 
regulations of civil ceconomy. He concluded with 
declaring, that he ſecurely telied upon the doyalty 


and good affection of bis people, and had no other 


aim than their permanent happineſs. In a little 

time after the cloſe of this ſeſſion they were diſſulved 
by proclamation, and new writs iſſued by the Lord 
Chancellor for: convoking a new Parliament. The 
ſame ceremonies were practiſed with teſpect to the 


convocations of Canterbury and Tork ; though they 
no longer tetained their former importance; nor, 


indeed, were they ſuffered to fir and deliherate upon 
: Se Ja pu, "F 4 Cc5g : KE) 3s T2410 ' the 
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BOOK the ſubjects which, formerly fell under their cogni- 
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* 2754 © (XIV. In the beginning of March, the miniftry 
of Great«Britain had been left without a head by 
the death of Mr. Pelham, which was not only fin- 

cerely lamented by his Sovereign, but alſo regretted 

by the nation in general, to whoſe affection he had 

powerfully recommended himſelf by the candour 

und humanity of his conduct and character, even 

while he purſued meaſures which they did not en- 

> tirely approve; '' The Joſs of ſuch a miniſter was the 
more deeply felt by the government at this junc- 

ture, being the eve of a general election for a new 
Parliament, when every adminiſtration is ſuppoſed 
to exert itſelf with redoubled vigilance and circum- 
e He had already concerted the meaſures 
for ſecuring a majority, and his plan was faithfully 
executed by his friends and adherents, who ſtill en- 
groſſed the adminiſtration. His brother the Duke 
of Newcaſtle, was appointed Firſt Lord Commiſ- 
ſioner of the Treaſury, and ſucceeded as Secretary 
of State by Sir Thomas Robinſon, who had long 
reſided as Ambaſſador at the Court of Vienna. The 
other department of this office was ſtill retained by 
the Earb of Holdernefle, and the function of Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer was performed as uſual by 
the Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's- Bench, until 
a proper perſon could be ſound to fill that important 
office ; but in the courſe of the ſummer it was be- 
ſtowed upon Mr. Legge, who acquitted himſelf 
with equal honour and capacity. Divers other alte- 
_ rations: were made, of leſs importance to the pub- 
lick, Sir George Lyttelton was . 
and the Earl of - Hillſborough Comptroller of the 
Houſehold. Mr, George Grenville, brother to Earl 
Temple, became Treaſurer of the Navy; and Mr. 
Charles Townſnend, of whom we ſhall have occa- 
ſion to ſpeak in the ſequel,” took place as a Com- 
+ wiſſioner at the Board of Admiralty, in the room 
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of Lord Barrington, made Maſter of the Wardrobe. c h Af. 
Lord Hardwicke, the Chancellor, was promoted to II. 
the dignity of an Earl. The place of Lord Chief“ 


Juſtice of the King's- Bench becoming vaeant by the 
death of Sir William Lee, was filled with Sir Dud- 
ley Ryder, ant he was ſucceeded by Mr. Murray in 
the oſſice of Attorney - General. 


1734+ 


'$ XV. The elections ſor the new: Parliament ge · | 


nerally ſucceeded according to the wiſh:of the mini- 
ſtry; for oppoſition was now dwindled down to the 
loweſt ſtate of imbecillity. It had received a mortal 
wound by the death of the late Prince of Wales, 
whoſe adherents were too wiſe to purſue an ignir 
fatuus, without any proſpect of ſucceſs: or advan- 
tage. Some of them had prudently ſung theit pali- 
nodia to the miniſtry, and been gratified) with pro- 
fitable'employments; while others, ſetting; too great 
a price upon their own importance, kept aloof till 
the market was over, and were left to pint in ſeeret 
over their diſappointed ambition. The maxims of 
Toryiſm had been (relinquiſhed by many, as the 
barren principles of a loſing game; the body of the 
people were conciliated to the eſtabliſned govern 
ment; and the harmony that now, for the firſt time, 
ſubſiſted among all the branches of the royal family, 
had a wonderful effect in acquiring a degree of 
popularity which they had never before enjoyed. 
The writs being returned, the new Parliament was 
opened on the laſt day of May by the Duke of 
Cumberland; and ſome other Peers, who acted by 
virtue of a commiſſion from his Majeſty, The Com. 
mons having choſen for their Speaker the Right 
Hon. Arthur Onſlow, who had honeurably filled 
that high oſſice in four preceding Patliaments, he 
was preſented and approved by the Commiſſioners. 
Then the Lord High Chancellor harangued both 
Houſes, giving them to underſtand, that bis Ma- 
jeſty had indulged them with this early oppottupity 
of coming together, in order ta complete without 
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loſs of time certain parliamentary proteedings,” 
= which he judged would be for the ſacisfaction of his 


HISTORY Or Aub. 


good ſubjects ; but he did not think proper to lay 


bdeſore them any points of general buſineſs; reſerving 


every thing of chat nature to the uſual time of their 
aſſerabling in che winter. On the fifth day of June 
this ſhott ſeſſion was cloſed, and the Parliament 


proragued hy the Lords Commiſſioners. 


S XVI. lnthe beginning of this year violent diſ- 
putes aroſe between the government and the Houſe 
of Commons in Ireland, on the almoſt forgotten 
ſubjects of privilege and pretogative. The Com- 
mons conceived, they had an undoubted right to 
apply the ſurplus of their revenue towards national 


purpoſes; without. the conſent of their ſovereign; 


and, accordingly, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and forty· nine, prepared a bill with this 
preamble :- £5: /Whereas on the twenty- fifth day of 
March laſt; a conſiderable balance remained in the 
« hands the Vice Treaſurers ur Reetivers-General 


4 of the kingdom, or their deputy or deputies, un- 


applied and it will be for youỹ Majeſty's ſervice, 
and for-the eaſe of your faithful ſubjects in this 
. kingdom, that ſo much thereof as can be con- 
et veniently ſpared ſhould be paid, agrecably to 


3 moſt gracious intentions, in diſ. 


charge of part of the national debt.” This appro< 


priation gave great offence to the advocates for pre. 


rogative in England, who affirmed that the Com. 
mons had no right to apply any part of the unappro- 

riated revenue, nor even to take any ſuch affair 
into conſideration, without the previous conſent of 


the crown, expreſſed in the moſt explicit terms. 


It was in conſequence of this doctriũe, that the Duke 


of Dorſet, Lord. Lieutenant of Ireland, told them 
in the next ſeſſion of Parliament, held in the year 


one thouſand ſeven hundted and fiſty one, he was 
commanded by the King to acquaint them, that his 
Majeſty, ever attentive to the caſe and * 
© l 8 22 of 18 
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his ſubjects, would graciouſly conſent, and retom- HAP. 
mended it to them, that ſoen a part of the money , 
then remaining in his treaſury, as ſhould be thought 1754+ 


conſiſtent with the publick ' ſervice, be applied to- 
wards the further reduction of the national debt. 


This declaration alarmed the Commons, zealous as 


they were for the preſervation of their privileges; 
and in their addreſs of thanks, which, like that of 
the Parliament of Great - Britain, uſed always to echo 
back: the words of the ſpeech, they made no men- 


tion of his Majeſty's conſent; but only acknowledged 


his gracious attention to their eaſe and happineſs, 


in recommencling to them the application of the 


ſurplus. They accordingly, reſolved to apply one 


hundred and twenty thouſand pounds of that overplus 


towards a diſcharge of the national debt; and, in 
the preamble of the bill; framed for this purpoſe, 
made no mention of his Majeſty's conſent, though 
beſore they had acknowledged his goodneſs in re- 
commending this application. © The miniitry in 


England were highly offended} at this purpoſed 


omiſſion,” which they (conſtrued into a wilfu} en- 
croachment on the prerogativez and the bill was 
ſent back with an alteration in the preamble, ſigni- 
fying his Majeſty's conſent as well as recommenda- 
tion. The Iriſh Houſe of Commons being at that 
time deeply engaged in à minute enquiry into the 
conduct of a gentleman; a ſervant of the crown, 


and à member of their own Houſe, accuſed of 
having miſapplied a latge ſum of money, with which” 


he had been entruſted, ſor rebuilding or repairing 
the barracks, were now unwilling to embroil them- 
ſelves farther with the government, until this affair 


ſhould be diſcuſſed. They, therefore, paſſed the 


bill with the alteration, and proceeded with their 
enquiry. The perſon was convicted of having miſ- 


tion of the troops at his own expence. They did 


not, 
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applied the publick money, and ordered to make 
the barracks fit for the reception and accommoda- 
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K loſs of ume certain parliamentary pratesctings, 


would be fot the ſatis faction of his 


every thing of chat nature to the uſual time bf their 
aſſembling in che winter. On the fifth day of June 
this ſnhort ſeſſion was cloſed, and the Parliament 
prorugued hy the Lords Commiſſioners, i, 

S XVI. lathe beginning of this year violent diſ- 
putes aroſe between the government and the Houſe 
of Commom in Ireland, on the almoſt forgotten 
ſubjects of privilege and pretogative. The Com- 
mons conceived they had an undoubred- right to 
apply the ſurplus of their revenue towards national 


purpoſes, without the conſent of their ſovereign; 


and, accordingly, in the year one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and forty · nine, prepared a bill with this 


preamble : Whereas on the twenty-fifth day of 
« March laſt; a conſiderable balance remained in the 
c hands the Vice-Treaſurers or Rectivers-General 


of che kingdom, or their deputy: or deputies, un- 


« applied; and it will be for your Majeſty's ſervice, 
and for-yhe eaſe of your faithful ſubjects in this 
te kiagdomy that ſo much thereof as can be; con- 


<* veniently- ſpared! ſhould be paid, agrecably to 


ec, moſt gracious intentions, in diſ. 
charge of part of the national dxbt. This appro- 


priation- gave great offence to the advocates for pt. 


rogative in England, who affirmed that the Com. 
mons had no right to apply any part of the unappro- 
priated revenue, nor even to take any ſuch affair 
into conſideration, without the previous conſent of 
the crown, expreſſed in the moſt explicit terms. 
It was in conſequence of this doctriũe, that the Duke 


of Dorſet, Lord · Lieutenant uf Ireland, told them 
in the next ſeſſion of Parliament, held in the year 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and fiſty-one, he was 


commanded by the King to acquaine them, that his 


* 


Majeſty, ever attentive to the caſe and 9 
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his ſubjects, would graciouſly conſent, and retom- C HAP. 
mended it to them, that ſuch a part of the money 1 
then remaining in his treaſury, as ſhould be thought 15546 
conſiſtent with the publick ſervice, be applied to- 
wards the further reduction of the national debt. 
This declaration alarmed the Commons, zealous as 
| they! were for the preſervation of their privileges; 
and in their addreſs of thanks, which, like that of 
the Parliament of Great - Britain, uſed always to echo 
back the words of the ſpeech, they made no men- 
tion of his Majeſty's conſent; but only ackaowledged 
his gracious attention to their eaſe and happineſs, 
in recommending to them the application of the 
ſurplus. They accordingly,” reſolved to apply one 
hundred and twenty thouſand pounds of that overplus 
towards a diſcharge of the national debt; and, in 
the preamble of the bill, framed for this purpoſe, 
made no mention of his Majeſty's conſent, though 
| before: they had acknowledged his goodneſs in te- 
commending this application. The miniitry in 
England were highly offended” at this purpoſed 
omiſſion, which they (conſtrued into a wilful en- 
croachment on the prerogativez and the bill was 
ſent back with an alteration in the preamble, ſigni- 
fying his Majeſty's conſent as well as recommenda- 
tion. The Iriſh-Houſe of Commons being at that 
time deeply engaged in a minute enquiry into the 
conduct of a gentleman, à fervant of the crown, 
anda member of their own Houſe, accuſed of 
having miſapplied a large ſum of money, with which 
he had been entruſted, ſor rebuilding or repairing 
the barracks, were now unwilling to'embroil them- 
ſelves farther wich the government,” until this affair 
ſhould be diſcuſſed. | They, therefore, paſſed the 
bill with the alteration, and proceeded with their 
enquiry. The perſon was convicted of having miſ- 
applied the publick money, and ordered to make 
the barracks fit for the reception and accommoda- 
. the troops at his own expence. They did 


not, 
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oOo K not, however, neglect to aſſert what they thought che 
U. their rights and privileges, when the drtu- 301 
1754. nity occurred. The Duke of Dorſet, when he vo 

opened the ſeſſion of this year, repeated; the ex- J0 


preſſion of his Majeſty's gracious conſent, ſin men- 
tioning the ſurplus of the publick monep. - They 
again omitted that word in their addreſs; and re- 
ſolved, in their bill of application, not only to 
fink this odious term, but likewiſe to abate in their 
complaiſance to the crown, by leaving out that ex- 
preſſion of grateful acknowledgment, which had 
met with ſuch a cold reception above. By this time 
the conteſt had kindled up two violent factions, and 
diffuſed a general ſpitit of reſentment through the 
whole Iriſh nation. The committee who prepared 
the bill, inſtead of inſerting the uſual compliments 
in the preamble, mentioned nothing but a recital 
of facts, and ſent it over in a very plain dreſs, quite 
deſtitute of all embroidery. The miniſtry, intent 
upon vindicating the prerogative from ſuch an un- 
mannerly attack, filled up the omiſſions of the com- 
mittee, and ſent it back with this alteration: * And 
« your Majeſty, ever attentive to the eaſe and hap- 
* *pineſs of your faithful ſubjects, has been graciouſly 
<« pleaſed to ſignify that you would conſent, and to 
* recommend it to us, that ſo much of the money 
A * remaining in your Majeſty's treaſury as ſhould be 
% neceſſary be applied to the diſcharge of the na- 
tional debt, or ſuch part thereof as ſhould be 
% thought expedient by Parliament.” This then, 
being the criſis, which was to determine a conſtitu- 
tional point of ſuch importance, namely, whether 
the people in Parliament aſſembled have a right to 
deliberate upon, and vote the application of any part 
of the unappropriated revenue, without the previous 
conſent of the crown; thoſe who were the moſt 
zealouſly attached to the liberties of their country 
reſolved to exert themſelves in oppoſing what they 
conceived to be a violation of thoſe liberties; _ 
1 | the 
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the bill, with its alterations, was rejected by a ma- C HA. 
jority of five voices. The ſucceſs. of their endea- * | 
vours was celebrated with the moſt extravagant re- 754. 
joicings, as a triumph of patriotiſm; over the arts of 
miniſterial corruption; and, on the other hand, all 
the ſervants of the crown who had joined the popular 
cry on this occaſion, were in a little time diſmiſſed 
from their employments. The rejection of the bill 
was a great diſappointment to the creditors of the 
publick, and the circulation of caſh was almoſt 
ſtagnated. Theſe calamities were imputed to arbi- 
trary deſigns in the government; and the people 
began to be inflamed with an enthuſiaſtick ſpirit of 
independency, which might have produced miſ- 
chievous effects, had not argful ſteps. been taken to 
bring over the demagogves, and thus divert the 
ſtream of popular clamour from the miniſtry to thoſe 
very individuals who had been the idols of popular 
veneration. The Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons was promoted to the dignity of an Earl; and 
ſome other patriots were gratified with lucrative em- 
ployments. His Majeſty's letter arrived for paying 
off ſeventy-five thouſand five hundred pounds of the 
national debt. The circulation was thus animated, 
and the reſentment of the populace ſubſiding, the 
kingdom retrieved its former tranquillity. 4:0 

XVII. The ambition and intrigues of the 
French court, by which the Britiſh intereſt was 
invaded and diſturbed on the continent of America, 
had alſo extended itſelf to the Eaſt- Indies, where 
they endeavoured. to embroil the Engliſh compan 
with divers Nabobs, or Princes, who governed dil 
ferent parts of the peninſula intra Gangem. That 
the reader may have a clear and diſtinct idea of theſe 
trahſactions, we {hall exhibit a ſhort ſketch of the 
Engliſn forts and ſettlements in that remote country. 
The firſt of theſe we ſhall mention is Surat“, in the 
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© Seyeral European nations had ſettlements at Surat, which was 
pune of the moſt trequented cities of the Eafl, from the great con- 
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* x province ſo called, ſituated between the twenty-firſt 


. 
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and twenty-fecond degrees of north latitude: from 


hence the peninſula ſtretches into the Indian ocean, 
as far as the latitude of eight north, ending in a 
point at Cape Comorin, which 1s the ſouthern ex- 
tremity. To the northward this peninſula joĩins to 
Indoſtan, and at its greateſt breadth extends ſeven 
hundred miles. Upon the weſt, eaſt, and ſouth, 
it is waſhed by the ſea. It comprehends the king- 
doms of Malabar, Decan, Golconda, and Biſnagar, 


with the principalities of Gingi, Tanjaour, and 


Madura. The weſtern ſide is diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of the Malabar coaſt: the eaſtern takes the 
denomination of Coromandel; and, in different 
parts of this long ſweep, from Surat round Cape 
Comorin to the bottom of the bay of Bengal, the 
Engliſh and other European powers have, with the 


' conſent of the Mogul, eſtabliſhed forts and trading 


ſettlements. - All theſe kingdoms, properly ſpeak- 
ing, belong to the Mogul; but his power was ſo 
weakened by the laſt invaſion of ' Kouli Khan, that 
he has not been able to aſſert his Empire over this 
remote country; the tributary Princes of which, 
and even the nabobs, who were originally governors 
appointed under their authority, have rendered 
themſelves independent, and exert an abſolute do- 
minion over their reſpective territories, without ac- 
knowledging his ſuperiority either by tribute or 
N 123 bdbomage. 
courſe of Mahometan pilgrims, who make it their road from India, 
in their viſits to the tomb of their prophet at Mecca. In order to 


keep the ſeas clear of pirates between Surat and the gulf of Arabia 


and Perſia, the Mogul been at the annual expence of a large ſhip 
Hited out on purpole to the pilgrims to Judda, which is within 
a ſmall diftance of Mecca, For the ſecurity of this ſhip, as well as 
to protect the trade of Surat, he granted to his Admiral, the fiddee 
chief of a colony of caffrees, or blacks, a revenne called the 'Fanka, 


to the value of three lacks of rupees, amounting to above thirty-ſe- 


ven thouſand ponnds, ariſing partly from the adjacent lands, and 
-partly from the revenues of Surat, which were paid him yearly by the 
governor of the caſtle, who is appointed by the Mogul to-keep the city 
under proper ſubjection, without, howeyer, interfering with the go- 


, Verument of it. 
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themſelves, naturally have recourſe to the aſũſtance 


of ſuch European powers as are ſettled in or near 54 
their dominions; and in the ſame manner the'Eaſt= 


Indian companies of the European powers which 


happen to be at war with each other never fail to 
intereſt the nabobs in the diſpute. 3 
- $ XVII. The next Engliſh fettlement to Surat, 
on the coaſt of the peninſula, is Bombay, in the 
kingdom of Decan, a ſmall ifland, with a very 
convenient harbour, about five-and-forty leagues to 
the ſouth of Surat. The town is very populous: 
but the foil is barren, and the climate unhealthy ; 
and the commerce was rendered very precarious by 
the neighbourhood of the famous Corſair Angria, 
until his port of Geriah was taken, and his forrift- 
cations demoliſhed. The Engliſh company like- 
wiſe carry on ſome traffick at Dabul, about forty 
leagues further to the ſouth, in the province of 


homage. Theſe Princes, when they quarrel among © 
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Cuncan. In the ſame ſoutherly progreſſion, towards 


the point of the peninſula, we arrive at Carwar, in 


the laticude of fifteen degrees, where there is a 
ſmall fort and factory belonging to the company, 


ſtanding on the ſourh fide of a bay, with a river 


capable of receiving ſhips of pretty large burthen. 


The climate here is remarkably ſalubrious; the 
country abounds with proviſions of all forts, and 
the beſt pepper of India grows in this neighbourhood. 
The next Engliſh ſettlement we find at Tillicherry, 
where the company has erected a fort, to defend 
their commerce of pepper and cardamoms from the 
inſults of the Rajah, who governs this part of Ma- 
labar. Hither the Engliſh trade was removed from 

Calicut, a large town, that ſtands fifreen leagues to 
the ſouthward of Tillicherry, and was as well fre- 
quented as any port on the coaſt of the Indian pe- 
ninſula. The moſt ſoutherly ſettlement which the 
Engliſh poſſeſs on the Malabar coaſt is that of An- 
jengo, between the eighth and ninth * _ 
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BOOK. latitude. It is defended by a regular fort, ſituated 
| IN. on a broad river, which falls into the fea, and would 


; MED bbs very commodious for trade, were not the water 


on the bar too ſhallow to admit ſhips of conſiderable 
burthen. Then turning the cape, and paſſing 
through the ſtrait of Chilao, formed by the ifland of 
Ceylon, we. arrive on the coaſt of Coromandel, 
which forms the eaſtern ſide of the iſthmus. © Proſe- 
cuting our courſe in a northern direction the firſt 


Engliſh faſtory we reach is that of Fort St. David's, 


ſormerly called Tegapatan, ſituated in the latitude 
of eleven degrees forty minutes north, within the 


kingdom of Gingi. It was, about ſix- and- twenty 


years ago ſold by a Mahratta Prince to the Eaſt- 
India company, and, next to Bombay, is the moſt 
conſiderable ſettlement we have yet mentioned. 
Its territory extends about eight miles along the 
coaſt, and half that ſpace up to the country, which 


is delightfully watered by a variety of rivers: the 


ſoil is fertile, and the climate healthy. The fort is 
regular, well provided with cannon, ammunition, 
and a numerous garriſon, which is the more ne- 
ceſſary, on account of the neighbourhood of the 
French ſettlement at Pondicherry *. Bur the chief 
ſettlement belonging to the company on this coaft 
is that of Madras, or Fort St. George, ſtanding 


' farther to the northward; between the thirteenth and 


fourteenth degrees of latitude, and not a great way 
from the diamond mines of Golconda. It js ſeated 
on a flat, barren, ſcorching ſand, ſo near the ſea, 
that, in bad weather, the walls are endangered by 
the mighty ſurges rolled in from the ocean. As 
the ſoil is barren, the climate is ſo intenſely hot, 
that it would be altogether uninhabitable, were not 
the heat mitigated by the ſea-breezes. On the land- 
fide it is defended by a ſalt- water river, which, while 


it contributes to the ſecurity of the place, robs the 


T inhabitants 


The trade conſiſts of long cloths of different colours, fallamporew 
morees, dimities, ginghams, and ſuccations. e 


8 n en 


ſprings of freſh water. The fort is a regular ſquare, 
the town ſurrounded with walls well mounted with 
artillery, and the place, including the Black Town, 
is very populous. Madras, with ſeveral villages 
in the neighbourhood, was purchaſed of the King of 
Golconda, before the Mogul became ſovereign of 
this country. The governor of this place is not 
only preſident of Fort St. George, but alſo of all the 
other ſettlements on the coaſts of Malabar and 
Coromandel, as far as the iſland of Sumatra. He 
lives in great pomp, having inferior judges, who 
paſs ſentence of death occaſionally on malefactors 
of any nation, except the ſubjects of Great- Britain. 
All the company's affairs are directed by him and 
his council, who are inveſted with the power of 
inflicting corporal puniſhment, ſhort of life and 
member, upon ſuch Europeans as are in the ſervice, 
and diſpoſe of all places of truſt and profit, By 
virtue of an act paſſed in the courſe of this very 


0 
inhabitants of one great comfort, by obſtructing the CH Ar. 
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ſeſſion, the military officers belonging to the com- 


pany were permitted to hold courts- martial, and 
puniſh their ſoldiers according to the degree of their 
delinquency. In a word, Madras is of the utmoſt 


importance to the company for its ſtrength, wealth, 


and the great returns it makes in callicoes and 
muſlins. Towards the latter end of the laſt century 


the Engliſh company had a flouriſhing factory at 


Maſulipatam, ſtanding on the north ſide of the river 
Nagundi, which ſeparates the provinces of Golconda 
and Biſnagar, in the latitude of ſixteen degrees and 
thirty minutes; but now there is no European ſettle- 
ment here, except a Dutch factory, maintained for 
carrying on the chintz commerce. At Viſagapatam, 
ſituated ſtill farther to the northward; the Engliſh 
poſſeſs a factory, regularly fortified, on the fide of 
a river, which, however, a dangerous bar has ren- 
dered unfit for navigation. The adjacent country 
affords cotton cloths and the beſt ſtriped muſlins of 
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that the company maintains a factory at Ganjam, the 


— molt eaſtern town in the province or kingdom of 
Golconda, ſituated in a country abounding with 


rice and ſugar canes. Still farther to the north 
coalt, in the latitude of twenty-two degrees, the 
company maintains a factory at Balaſore, which 
was formerly very conſiderable ; but hath been of 
very little conſequence lince the navigation of the 
river Hugyely was improved. At this place every 

ip bound: for Bengal and the Ganges 
takes in a pilot. The climate is not counted very 
ſalubrious; but the adjacent country is fruitful to 


admiration, and here are conſiderable manufactures 


of cotton and ſilk. Without {kilful pilots, the Eng- 
liſh would find it very difficult to navigate the dif- 
ferent channels through which the river Ganges diſ- 
charges itſelf into the ſea at the bottom of the bay 
of Bengal. On the fouthern branch is a town 
called Pipely, where there was formerly an Engliſh 
factory: bur this was removed to Huguely, one 
hundred and ſixty miles farther up the river; a 


place which, together with the company's ſettle- 


ment at Calcutta, were the emporiums of their com- 
merce for the whole kingdom of Bengal. Indeed 
Huguely is now abandoned by the Engliſh, and 
their whole trade centers at Calcutta or Fort Wil- 
liam, which is a regular fortification, containing 
lodgings for the factors and writers, ſtore-houſes for 
the company's merchandize, and magazines for their 


ammunition. As for the governor's houſe, which 
likewiſe ſtands within the fort, it is one of the moſt. 
regular ſtructures in all India. Beſides theſe ſettle- 
meats along the ſca-coalt of the peninſula, and on 


the banks of the Ganges, the Engliſh Eaſt-India 
company poſſeſs certain inland factories and poſts 
for the convenience and defence of their commerce, 


either purchaſed of the Nabobs and Rajahs, or con- 
duered in the coutſe of the war, As the operations. 


ve 
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we propoſe. to record were, confined to the coaſts. of © HAF . 
Malabar and Coromandel, or the interior countries 
which ſorm the peninſula intra Gangem, it will be . 

unneceſſary to deſcribe the factory at Bencoolen, n 
the iſland of Sumatra, or any ſettlement which the 
Engliſh poſſeſs in other parts of the Eaſt- Indies. 

XIX. In order jo underſland. the military tranſ- 

actions of the Engliſh company in India, the reader 

will take notice, that immediately after the peace of 

Aix-la-Chapelle, Monſieur Dupleix, who com- 

manded for the French in that country, began by 

his intrigues to ſow. the ſeeds of diſſenſion among 

the Nabobs, that he might be the better able to fiſh 

in troubled waters... Nizam Almuluck, the Mogul's 

viceroy of Decan, having the right of nominating a 

governor of the Carnatick, now more generally. 

known by the name of the Nabob of Arcot, ap- 

pointed Anaverdy Khan to that office, in the year 

one thouſand ſeven hundred and forty-five. The 

viceray dying was ſucceeded in his viceroyalty or 

ſubaſhip, by his ſecond ſon Nazizing, whom the 

Mogul confirmed, He was oppoſed in his preten- 

ſions by his own couſin Muzapherzing, who bad 

recourſe to the aſſiſtance of M. Dupleix, and ob- 

tained from him a reinforcement of Europeans and 

artillery, in conſideration of many preſents and pro- 

miſes, which he fulfilled in the ſequel. Thus re- 

inforced, and joined by one Chunda Saib, an active 

Indian chief, he took the field againſt his kinſman 

Nazitzing, who $2 ſupported by a body of Eog- 

liſh troops under Colonel Laurence. The French, 

dreading an engagement, retired in the night; and 

Muzaphetzing, ſecing himſelf abandoned by all his 

own troops, appealed to the clemency of his couſin, 

who, ſpared his life, but detained. him as a State 

priſoner... In. this. ſituation, he formed a conſpiracy 

againſt his kinſman's life, with Nazirzing's prime 

miniſter, and the Nabobs of Cadupab and Conda- 

neor, then in his camp; and the conſpirators were 

Vox, III. . encouraged 
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1 O o Rencouraged in their fcheme by Dupleix and Chondi 
III. Saib, who had retired to Pondicherry. Thus ſti- 
17. mulated, they murdered Nazirzing in his camp, 


and proclaimed Mouzapherzing viceroy of Decan. 
In the tents of the murdered viceroy they found an 


immenſe treaſure, of which a gteat ſhare fell to 


M. Dupleix, whom Mvuzapherzirg the uſbrper at 
this time affociated 'in the government, By virtue 
of this aſſociation the Frenchman aſſumed the ſtate 
and formalities of an eaſtern Prinee; and he and 
his colleague Muzapherzing appointed Chunda Saib 
Nabob of Arcot; Anaverdy Khan, the late Nabob, 
had been, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and forty· nine; defeated and ſlain by Muzapherzing 
and Chunda Saib, with the aſſiſtance of their French 
auxiliaries ; and his ſon Mahommed Ali Khan had 
put himſelf under the protection of the Engliſh at 
Madras, and was confirmed by Nazarzing, as his 

father's ſucceſſot in the Nabobſhip, or government 
of Arcot. This government, therefore, was diſ- 
puted between Mahommed Ali Khan, appointed 
by the legal viceroy Nazirzing, ſupported by the 
Engliſh company, and Chunda Saib, nominated by 
the uſurper Muzapherzing, and protected by Du- 
pleix, who commanded at Pondicherry, Muza- 
pherzing did not long ſurvive his vſurpation, In 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- one, 
the ſame Nabobs who had promoted him to his 
kinſman's place, thinking themſelves ill rewarded 
for their ſervices, fell upon him ſuddenly, routed 
his troops, and put him to death; and next day the 
chiefs of the army proclaimed Sallabatzing, brother 
to Nazirzing, viceroy of Decan: on the other hand, 
the Mogul appointed Gauzedy Khan, who was the 
Elder brother of Sallabatzing : and this Prince con- 


firmed Mahommed Ali Khan in the government of 


Arcot: but the affairs of the Mogul's court were 
then in ſuch confuſion, that he could not ſpare an 
army to ſupport the nomination he had made. 
1 iin 8 * Chunda 
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Chunda Saib, Nabob of Afcot, having been de: CHA F. 
pore by the Great Mogul; Who placed Anaverdy 
Than in his room, he refolved to fecover his go- 54. 


vernment by force, and had recourſe to the Frenc 

General at Pondicherry, who reinforced him with two 
thouſand ſepoys, or ſoldiers of the country, oy 
caffrees, and four hundred and twenty Frenc 

troops, on condition that, if he proved ſucceſsful 
in this enterpriſe, he ſhould cede to the French the 
town of Velur, in the neighbourhood of Pondicherry, 
with its dependencies, conſiſting of forty-five vil- 
lages. Thus reinforced, he defeated his rival 
Anaverdy Khan, who loſt his life in the engagement, 
reaſſumed the government of Arcot, and puhc- 


tually performed the conditions which had been ſti. 
pulated by his French allies. Se 


XX. Mahommed Ali Khan, at the death of 


his facher, had fled to Tiruchitapalli“, and ſolli- 
cited the aſſiſtance of the Engliſh, who favoured him 


with a re-inforcement of money, men, and ammu- 


nition, under the conduct of Major Laurence, a 
brave and experienced officer. By dint of this ſup- 
ply, he gained ſome advantages over the enemy. 
who were obliged to retreat; but no deciſive blow 
was given, Mahommed afterwards repaired in per- 
ſon to Fort St. David's, to demand more powerful 
ſuccours, alledging that his fate was connected with 
the intereſt of the Engliſh company, which in time 
would be obliged to abandon rhe whole coaſt, ſhould 
they allow the enemy.to proceed in their conqueſts, 
In conſequence of theſe repreſentations, he received 
another ſtrong reinforcement, under the command 
of Captain Cope ; but nothing of importance was 
attempted, and the Engliſh * auxiliaries retired. 
Then Mahommed was attacked by the enemy, who 

| Dd2 obtained 
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» Tiruchirapalli, commonly called Trichinopoly, fituated near 
the river Cauveri, above two hundred miles to the ſouthward of 
Madras, is the capital of a ſmall kingdom belonging to the 
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impoſſible to maintain his footing by his own 
ſtrength, he entered into a cloſe alliance with the 
Engliſh, and ceded to them ſome commercial 
points, which had been long in diſpute. | Then they 
detached Captain Cope to put Tiruchirapalli in a 
poſture of defence; while Captain de Gingins, a 
Swiſs officer, marched at the head of four hundred 
Europeans to the. Nabob's aſſiſtance, The two 
armies being pretty equal in ſtrength, lay entamped 
in ſight of each other a whole month; duting which 
nothing happened but a few ſkirmiſhes, which gene- 
rally terminated to the advantage of the Engliſh 
auxiliaries. In order to make a diverſion, and di- 
vide the French forces, the company reſolved to 
ſend a detachment into the province of Arcot; and 


-this was one of the firſt occaſions upon which the 


extraordinary talents of Mr. Clive were diſplayed. 
He had entered into the ſervice of the Eaſt-India 
company as a writer, and was conſidered as a perſon 
very indifferently qualified for ſucceeding in any 


Civil tation of life. He now offered his ſervice in a 


military capacity, and actually began his march to 


Arcot, at the head of two hundred and ten Euro- 


peans, with five hundred ſepoys *. 

XXI. Such was the reſolution, ſecrecy, and diſ- 
patch with which he conducted this enterpriſe, that 
the enemy knew nothing of his motions until he was 
in poſſeſſion of the capital, which he took without 


oppoſition. The inhabitants, expecting to be plun- 


dered, offered him a large ſum to ſpare their city; 
but they derived their ſecurity from the generoſity 
and diſcretion-of the conqueror. He refuſed the 


proffered ranſom, and iſſued a proclamation, inti- 


wating, That thoſe who were willing. to remain in 
their houſes ſhould be protected from inſult and 
injury, and the reſt have leave to retire with all their 

| effects, 


9 The ſepoys are the mercenaries of the country, who are hired av 
ſoldiers occaſionally by all parties, : 
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effects, except proviſions, for which he promiſed to c NA p. 
pay the full value. By this ſage conduct he conci- * 
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| liated the affefions of the people ſo entirely, that %. 
even thoſe who quitted the place ſupplied him with * 
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exact intelligence of the enemy's defigns, when he 
was beſieged in the ſequel, The town was in a 
little time inveſted by Raja Saib, fon of. Chunda 
Saib, at the head of a numerous army, and the ope- 
rations of the ſiege were conducted by European 
engineers. Though their approaches were retarded 
by the repeated and refolute ſallies of Mr. Clive, 
they at length effected two breaches ſuppoſed to be 
practicable ; and on the 14th day of October, in 
the year 1731, gave a general aſſault. Mr. Clive, 
having received intimation of their deſign, had 
made ſuch preparations for their reception, that they 
were repulſed in every quarter with great loſs, and 
obliged to raiſe the ſiege with the utmoſt precipita- 


tion. 
- F XXII. This gallant Engliſhman, not contented 
with the reputation he had acquired from his noble 
defence, was no ſooner re-inforced by a detachment 
under Captain Kirkpatrick from Frichinopoly, than 
be marched in purſuirof the enemy, whom he over- 
took in the plains of Arani, There, on the third 
day of December, he attacked them with irreſiſtible 
unpetyoſity; and, after an obſtinate diſpute, ob- 
tained a complete victory at a very ſmall expence, 
The forts of Timery, Caujeveram, and Aranie, 
ſurrendered- to the terror of his name, rather than 
to the force of his arms; and he returned to Fort 
St. David's in triumph. He had enjoyed a very few 
weeks of repoſe, when he was ſummoned to the field 
by freſh incurſions of the enemy. In the beginning 
of the year one . thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 
two, he marched with a ſmall detachment to Madras, 
where he was joined by a reinforcement from Ben- 
I, the whole number not exceeding three hundred 
3 and aſſembled a body of the natives, 
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BOOK. that he might have at leaſt the appearance of am 


I. 


army. With theſe he proceeded to Kovetipauk, 


3754 about fifteen miles ſtom Ateot, where he ſound the 
French and Indians, conſiſting of fifteen hundred 


ſepoys, ſeventeen hundred horſe, a hody of natives, 
and, one hundred and fifty Europeans, with eight 
pieces of cannon, Though they were advantageouſly 


| Poſted and entrenched, and the day was already far 


advanced, Mr. Clive advanced againſt: them with 
his uſual . intrepidity ; but the victory remained for 
ſame time in ſuſpence, It was now dark, and the 
battle doubtful, when Mr, Clive fent round a de- 
tachment to fall on the rear of the French battery. 
This attack was executed with great reſolution, while 
the Engliſh in front entered the entrenchments with 
their bayonets fixed ; and, though very little tine- 
tured with diſcipline, diſplayed the ſpirit and activity 
of hardy veterans. This double attack diſconcerted 
the enemy in ſuch a manner, that they ſoon deſiſted 
from all oppolitian, A conſiderable carnage en- 
ſued ; yet the greater part of the enemy, both horſe 
and foot, ſaved themſelves by flight, under cover of 
the darkneſs, The French, to a man, threw down 
their arms, and ſurrendered themſelyes priſoners of 
war; and all the cannon and baggage fell into the 
hands of the victor, | „ er 17 9 % 6 | 
XXIII. The province of Arcot being thus 
cleared of the enemy, Mr. Clive with his forces re- 
turned to Fort St. David's, where be found Major 
Laurenge juſt arrived from England?, to take upon 
him the command of the troops in the Company's 
ſervice. On the eighteenth day of March this offi- 
cer, accompanied by Mr. Clive, took the field, and 

as joined by Captain de Gingins at Tiruchirapalli. 
36h. hence he detached Mr. Clive, with four hun- 
dred Evfopean ſoldiers, a few Mahratta horſe, and 
@ body of Sepoys, to cut off the egemy's retreat ta 


Major Laurence had filed for Bogland in the year ne. 
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1 In the courſe of this expedition heCHAF. 
diſlodged a ſtrong body of the foe poſted at AS . , 
veram, and obliged Chunda Saib = throw a body 
of troops into a ſtrotig-fortifed; temple, - or pagoda, 
upon the river Koleroon, which was immediately in- 
veſted. The commanding officer, in attempting to 
eſcape; was ſlain with ſome others, and the reſt ſur- 
rendered at diſeretion. They were ſtill in poſſeſſion 
ol another fortified temple, which he alſo beſieged 
in form, and reduced by capitulation. Having ſub- 
dued theſe forts, he marched directly to Volconda, 
whither he underſtood the French commander 

| D'Anteuil had retired, He found that officer en- 
trenched in 4: village, from whence he drove him 
with precipitation, and made himſelf maſter of the 

French cannon. The enemy attempted to ſave 
themſelves in a neighbouring fort; but the gates 
being ſhut againſt them by the governor, who was 

pprehenſive that they would be followed pell-mell 
by the Engliſh, Mr. Clive attacked them with great 
fury, and made a conſiderable ſlaughter: but his 

humanity being ſhocked at this carnage, he ſent a 
flag of truce to the vanquiſhed, with terms of capi- 
tulation, which they readily embraced. Theſe ar- 
ticles imported, That D' Anteuil, and three other 
officers, ſhould remain priſoners on parole for one 
year; that the garriſon ſhould be exchanged, and 
the money and ſtores be delivered to the Nabob 
whom the Engliſh ſupported. | 

XXIV. During theſe eranfaRtions; Chunda Saib 
lay encamped with an army of thirty thouſand men 
at Syrinham, an illand in the neighbourhood of Ti- 

ruchirapalli, which he longed eagerly to poſſeſs. 
- Hither Major Laurence marched with his Indian 

. allies”, an ez by meafures ſo well, that the ene» | 
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battalions, two thouſand Sepoys,” with the forces of the Nabob, . 
the Kings. of Tanjore, Muiffack, and the Makrattas 3 amounting 
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Boo xr my's proviſions were entirely intercepted; Chunda 


Saib, in attempting to fly was taken'priſoner by the 


L——Nabob of Tanjore; an ally of the Engliſh company, 


who ordered his head to be ſtruck off, in order to 
prevent the diſputes which otherwiſe would have 
ariſen among the 'captors*. The main body of the 
army being artacked by Major Laurence, and totally 


defeated, the iſland of Syrinham was ſurrendered, 


and about a thouſand European French ſoldiers, 
under the command of Mr. Law, nephew to the 
famous Law who ſchemed the Miſſiſſippi company, 
fell into the hands of the conquerors, including thirty 
officers, with forty pieces of cannon, and ten mor- 
tars. M. Dupleix, though exceedingly mortified by 
this diſaſter, reſolved to maintain the cauſe which he 
had eſpouſed, He proclaimed: Raja Saib, the ſon 
of Chunda Saib, Nabob of Arcot; and afterwards 
pretended that he himſelf. had received from the 
Mogul ſanids or commiſſions, 'appointing' him go- 
vernor of all the Carnatick, from the river Kriſtnah 
to the ſea: but theſe ſanids appeared in the ſequel 
to be forged. In order to complete the comedy, a 
ſuppoſed meſſenger from Delhi was received at Pon- 
dicherty as Ambaſſador from the Mogul. Dupleix, 


' mounted on an elephant, preceded by muſick and 
dancing women, in the oriental manner, received in 


public his commiſſion from the hands of the pre- 
tended Ambaſſador. He affected the eaſtern ſtate, 


kept his darbar or court, where he appeared fitting 


eroſs-· legged dn a ſopha, and received *preſents as 

Prince of the country from his own council, as well 

EF Ate 921 * , „ * t. 4 +244 
e as 
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e en bend ien end en erben deen Tenne are 


deſcendants from the Portugueſe. 2 he Mahtattas are native Indians 
of a very numerous and powerful nation,” which hat more than once 


given law to the Mogul. 4 


» Chunda Saib demanded leave of the Tanjore General to paſs 
n camp to Tanjore, and this requeſt was granted : but, 
inllead of being allowed to paſs, he was detained priſorſer; and as 
the allies could not agree about the manner in which he ſhould be 
diſpoſed of, ſome of the Tanjore officers, of their own accord; en 
the difpute, by cutting off nis head. . _ f n 111 
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as auxiliaries to the contending Nabobs. The Eng- 
liſh, under Major Kinnier, made an unſucceſsful at- 
tempt upon Gingee, a ſtrong town ſituated to the 


weſt of Pondicherry, Major Laurence defeated a 


ſtrong body of French and natives, commanded by 
Dupleix's nephew, M. de Kerjean, in the neighbours 
hood of Pondicherry, and took him priſoner, toge- 
ther with fifteen bfficers : after this ſucceſs, Mr. Clive 
.reduced the forts of Covelong and Chengalpur, the 
laſt very ſtrong, ſituated about forty miles to the 
ſouthward of Madras. On the other hand, M. Du- 
pleix intercepted at fea Captain Schaub, with his 
whole Swiſs company, whom he detained priſoners 
at Pondicherry, although the two nations were not 
at war with each other. During theſe tranſactions 
Sallabatzing, with a body of French under M. de 
Buſly, advanced towards Aurengabad, which was the 
eat of government; but he was oppoſed by a chief 
of the Mahratras, at the head of a numerous army. 
In the mean time, Gawzedy Khan, the elder brother 
of Sallabatzing, whom the Mogul had appointed 
viceroy of Decan, took poſſeſſion of his governmenc 


at Aurengabad, where, in fourteen days after his 


arrival, he was poiſoned by his own ſiſter. The 
Mogul immediately appointed his ſon Schah Abadin 
| Khan to ſucceed his father; and this Prince actually 
raiſed an army to come and take poſſeſſion : but the 
 Mogul's affairs requiring his preſence at Delhi, he 
was obliged to poſtpone his deſign, ſo that Salla- 


batzing was left without a competitor, and made a 


preſent to the French of all the Engliſh ſettlements 
to the ' northward. Thus concluded the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fifry-two. Next cam- 
| paign was chiefly confined to the neighbourhood of 
Trichinopoly, where Major Laurence made feveral 
' vigorous attacks upon the enemy's army, and ob- 
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as from the natives. In the mean time, hoftilities© 14 * 
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BO GK prove deciſive, becauſe he was ſo much out-numbe 
; WH. that he could never follow his bloW§;/ 
3 S XXV. In the courſe of this year, the Mogul 
was depaſed by his General Schah Abadin Khan, the 
viceroy of Decan, who raiſed to the throne, Allum 
Seer, another Prince of the Blood. In the fucceed- 
ing year, a negociation was ſet on foot by Mr. Saun- 
ders, governor of Madras, and M. Dupleix; and 
conferences were opened at Sadraſs, a Dutch ſettle- 
ment between Pondicherry and Fort St. George: 
but this proved abortive; and many other gallant 
efforts were made by Major Laurence in the terri- 
tory of Trichinopoly, which till continued to be the 
ſcene of action. In the courſe of this year Admiral 
Watſon arrived on the coaſt of Coromandel with a 
— ſquadron of ſhips of war, having on board a regi- 
ment commanded by Colonel Aldercroon-: at the 
ſame time the ſhips from France brought over to 
Pondicherry the Sieur Godeheu, commiſſary- general 
and governor-general of all their ſettlements, at 
whoſe arrival Dupleix departed for Europe. The 
new . governor. immediately wrote a letter to Mr. 
Saunders, proſeſſing the moſt pacifick inclinations, 
and propoſing a ſuſpenſion of arms between the two 
Companies until their diſputes could be amicably 
_ adjuſted, | This propoſal was very agreeable to the 
governor and council at Madras, and a ceſſation of 
arms actually took place in the month of October, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 
four. Deputies being ſent to Pondicherry, a provi- 
. fronal treaty and truce were concluded, on condition 
that neither of the two Companies ſhould for the 
— interfere in any difference that might ariſe 
between the Princes of the country. The other ar- 
ticles related to the places and ſettlements that 
| be retained or poſſeſſed by the reſpective 
Companies, until freſh-orders relating to this agree - 
ment ſhould arrive from the Courts of London and 
Verſailles, tranſmitted by the two Eaſt- India Com- 
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penies' of France and "England; Until ſuch orders O ff. F. 
ſhould arrive, it was ſtipulated that neither nation! 
ſhould be allowed 10 procure any new grant or ceſ- 12 ꝛm 
ſion, or to build forts for the defence of new eſta- 
bliſnments; and that they ſhould not proceed to any 
ceſñon, retroceſſion, or evacuation of what they then 
poſſeſſed; but every thing ſhould remain on the 
footing of ati poſſidetis. Hoe pacifick ſoever the 
ſeatiments of the French ſubjects might have been 
at this period in the Eaſt-Indies, certain it is, the 
deſigns of the French governors in America were 
TR hoſtile, and their conduct haſtening towards 
rupture, which kindled up a bloody war in eve 
| diviſion of the globe. : oP EY 7 
| S XNVI. As this war may be termed a native of 
| America, and the principal ſcenes of it were acted 
an that continent, we ſhall, for the information of 
| the reader, ſketch out the ſituation of the then Bri- 
tiſh colonies as they bordered on each other, and 
extended along the fea coaſt, from the gulf of St. 
Laurence as far ſouth as the country of Florida. 
We ſhall enumerate the Indian nations that lie ſcat- 
tered about their confines, and delineate the manner 
in which the French hemmed them in by a ſurpriſing 
line of fortifications. Should we comprehend Hud- 
| fon's Bay, with the adjacent countries, and the banks 
of Newfoundland; in this geographical derail, we 
| might affirm that Great Britain at that time poſ- 
| ſeſſed a territory: along the ſea coaſt, extending ſe- 
| venteen hundred miles in a direct line, from the 
| ſixtieth to the thirry-firſt degree of northern lati- 
6 tude: but as theſe two countries were not concerned 
ä in this diſpute, we ſhall advance from the north - 
| ward to the ſouthern ſide of the gulf of St. Lau- 
| tence z and beginning with Acadia or Nova-Scotia, 
| deſcribe our ſettlements, as they lie in a ſoutherly 
| direct ion, as far as the gulf of Florida. This great 
| tract of country, ſtretching fifteen degrees of lati- 
ſude, is waſhed on the eaſt by the Atlantick "OT 5 
3 n „ : 8 


HISTORY OF'ENGLAND. 


OK the ſquthern boundary is Spaniſh Florida; but ta 


the weſtward the limits are uncertain, ſome affirm. 
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ing that the juriſdiction of the | colonies penetrates 
through the whole continent, as far as the South- 
Sea; while, others, with more moderation, - think 
they are naturally. bounded by the river lilionois 
that runs into the Miſſiſſippi, and in a-manner con- 
nects that river with the chain of lakes known by 
the names of Michigan, Huron, Erie, and Qntario, 
the three firſt communicating with each other, and 
the laſt diſcharging itſelf into the river St. Laurence, 
which running by Montreal and Quebeck iſſues into 
the bay of the ſame, denomination, forming the 
northern boundary of Nova Scotia. The French, 
who had no legal claim to any lands on the ſouth 
fide of this river, nevertheleſs, with an inſolence of 
ambition peculiar to themſelves, not only extended 
their forts from the ſouree of the St. Laurence, 
through an immenſe tract of that country, as far as 
the Miſſiſſippi, which diſembogues itſelf into the gulf 
of Florida; but alſo, by a ſeries of unparalleled 
encroachments, endeavoured to contract the Engliſh 
colonies within ſuch narrow limits as would have cut 
off almoſt one half of their poſſeſſions. As we have 
already given a. geographical deſcription. of Nova- 
Scotia, and mentioned the particulars oſ the new 
ſettlement of Halifax, we ſhall now only obſerve, 
that it is ſurrounded on three ſides by the ſea, the 
gulf, and river of St. Laurence; that its original 
boundary to the welt was the river Pen t; but 
it is now contraſted within the river St. Croix, be- 
cauſe the Crown of Great-Britain did, in the year 
one thouſand ſix hundred and ſixty- three, grant to 
the Duke of York the territory of Sagadahack, 
ſtretching from St. Croix, to the river of this name; 
which was in the ſequel, by an expreſs charter from 
the Crown, annexed to the province of--Maſſachu- 
ſett's-Bay, one of the four governments of New- 
England. This country, ſituated next to. Nova · 
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Scotia, lies between the forty-firſt- and forty-fifch HAT. 
degrees of north latitude, extending near three hun- 


dred miles in length, and about two hundred in +734. 


breadth, if we bound it by thoſe trads which the 


French poſſeſſed : no part of the ſettlements of this 


country; however, ſtretches above ſixty miles from 
che ſea. The ſummer is here intenſely hor; and the 
winter proportionably ſevere : nevertheleſs, the cli- 
mate is healthy, and the ſky generally ſerene. The 


ſoil is not favourable to any of the European kinds 


of grain; but produces great plenty of maiz, which 
the people bake into bread, and brew into beer, 
though their favourite drink is made of melaſſes 
hopped, and impregnated with the tops of the ſpruce- 
fir, which is a native of this coutitry. The ground 
raiſes good flax and tolerable hemp. Here are great 
herds of black cattle, ſome of them very large in 


ſize, a vaſt number of excellent hogs, a breed of 


ſmall horſes, graceful; ſwift, and hardy; and large 
flocks of ſheep, whoſe wool, though not ſo fine as 


that of England, is manufactured with great ſucceſs: 


S XXVII. New. England is compoſed of the four 


2 known by the names of New-Hampſhire, 


Maſſachuſett's- Bay, Rhode. Iſland, and Connecticut. 
It is bounded on the ſouth by New. Tork, extending 
northerly, on both ſides of the river Hudſon, about 
two hundred miles into the country poſſeſſed by the 
Indians of the Five Nations, whom the French diſ- 
tinguiſh by the name of the Irroquois; but in 
breadth this province does not exceed fifty miles, 
though it comprehends Long-lſland, lying to the 
ſouthward: of Connecticut, The capita], which de- 
rives from the province the name of New- Vork, is 
ſituated on an excellent harbour in the iſland of Ma- 
nahatton, extending fourteen miles in length, and five 
in breadth, at the mouth of the noble river Hudſon, 
which is navigable for above two hundred miles. At 
the diſtance of one hundred and fifty miles from 
New-York ſtands the town of Albany, upon the ſame 
| | ; river, 
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nb, river. In this place all the treaties and other tran” 
dien were negociated between the Engliſh and the 


1354" 


wars, epidemical diſeaſes, and the uſe of ſpirituous 


Irroquois, a confederacy of five Indian nations, who, 
by their union, courage, and militaty ſkill, had re- 
duced a great number of other Indian tribes, and ſub. 
dued a territory more extenſive than the whole King- 
dom of France. They were about fourſcore years 
ago able to bring ten thouſand warriors into the field; 
but now their number is fo greatly diminiſhed by 


liquors, that they cannot raiſe above fifteen hundred 
men, even though they have admitted into their con. 
federacy the nation of the Tuſcaroras, whom the 
Engliſh drove from the confines'of Carolina, The 
Mohok Indians inhabit the country advanced from 
Albany. The northern extremities! of New-Hamp- 
ſhire and New- York are divided by the lakes Cham- 
plain and Sacrament, between which the French had 
raiſed the fort of Crown-Point. | 

$ XXVIII. Contiguous to New- Vork, and lying 


along the coaſt, in a ſoutherly direction, is the ſmall 


province of New-Jerſey, bounded on the weft by the 
river Delaware, which divides it from Pennſylvania, 
extending about one hundred and fifty miles in length 
but in breadth not more than one third of that extent. 
The climate, foil, and produce of theſe two pro- 
vinces, as well as of Pennſylvania, are ſimilar, They 


yield great quantities of grain, ſheep, horſes, hogs, 


and horned cattle; all kinds of poultry and game in 
great abundance; vegetables of every ſort in perfec- 
tion, and excellent fruit, particularly peaches and 
melons. Their vaſt foreſts abound with oak, afh, 
beech,  cheſnut, cedar, walnut- tree, cypreſs, hickery, 
fafſafras, and pine; but the timber is not counted ſo 
fir for ſhipping as that of New-England and Nova- 
Scotia. Theſe provinces produce great quantities of 
flax and hemp. New-York affords mines of iron, 
and very rich copper ore is found in New-Jerſey. 


8 XXIX. 
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S XXX. Pennſylvania, lying to the ſouthward C A- 
of New-York and New. Jerſey, is bounded on the. 
other fide by Maryland, ſtretching two hundred” 1254. 
and fifty miles in length, two hundred in breadthy” 
and having no communication with the fea, except 
by the mouth of the river Delaware. This province 
was originally ſettled by Quakers, under the auſpices | 
of the celebrated William Penn, whoſe deſcendants >. 
are ſtill proprietaries of the country. Philadelphia 
the capital, ſtands on a tongue of land, at the con- 
fluence of the two navigable rivers, the Delaware 
and the Sculkel, diſpoſed in the form of a regular 
oblong, and deſigned by the original plan to extend 
from the one to the other. The ſtreets, which are 
broad, ſpacious, and uniform, croſs each other at 
right angles, leaving proper ſpaces for churches, 
markets, and other public 'edifices. The Houſes 
are neatly built of brick, the quays ſpacious and | 
magnificent, the warehouſes large and numerous, 
and the docks commodious and well contrived for ; 
ſhip-building. Pennſylvania is underſtood to ex- | 
tend as far northerly as the banks of the lake Erie, | 
where the French erected a fort. They alſo raiſed j 
another at ſome diſtance to the ſouthward of the 

Riviere-au-Beuf, and made other encroachments 
on this colony. ho ile | | 
FIXXX. Aqchoining to part of Pennſylvania on 
the ſea · coaſt, lies the province of Maryland, a tract 
of land ſituated along the bay of Cheſapeak, in 
7 about one hundred and forty miles, and nearly 
of the ſame breadth, bounded on the north by Penn 
ſylvania, on the eaſt by the Atlantic ocean, and by 
the tiver Porowmack on the ſouth. This country 

was firſt planted with Roman Catholicks by Lord 

Baltimore, to whom Charles II. granted it by patent. 
In the ſequel, however, people of all religions were 
admitted into this ſertlement, and indulged with 
liberty of conſcience, and at preſent the reigning 
religion is that of the Engliſh church. The climate | 
1.8 yo be | 15 
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BOOK is very ſultry in ſummet, and not very. ſalubtions, 


The ſoil is fruitful, and produces à great quantity | 7 

| 1754 of tobacco, which the people cultivate as their ſtaple d 

commodity, The ſeat of government is eſtabliſhed * 

at Annapolis, a ſmall town beautifully ſituated on 

the river Patuxent. | | 5 
» $XXX[. Tracing the ſea-coaſt ſtill ſoutherly, fa 
the next ſettlement is Virginia, watered on the north * 
by the river Potowmark, which is the boundary 8 
1 between this and the colony laſt deſcribed, having * 
1 the bay of Cheſapeak to the eaſt, bounded on the 4 
C ſouth by Carolina, and extending weſtward without * 
4 any preſcribed limits, though the plantations have | 
3 reached no farther than the great Allegany moun- th 
* tains; ſo that the province, as now poſſeſſed, ſtretches * 
4 in length about two hundred and forty miles, and * 
4 in breadth not above two hundred, lying between ch 
5 the fifty- fifth and fortieth degrees of laticude, In * 
bY failing to Virginia, navigators ſteer through a ſtrait * 
0 formed by two points, called the Capes, into the 15 
5 bay of Cheſapeak, a large inlet that runs three hun- . 
dred miles into the country from ſouth to north, 1 
ih covered from the Atlantic ocean by the eaſtern ſide 8 
5 of Maryland, and a ſmall portion of Virginia on the 4 
| ſame peninſula. This noble bay is about eighteen di 
miles broad for a conſiderable ſpace, and ſeven at * 
its narroweſt part, yielding generally nine fathoms _ 

| depth of water; on both ſides it receives many navi- 0 
| - gable rivers, thoſe on the Virginia ſide being known x 
|  _  - by the name of James-river, York-river, the Rap- de 
| pahannock, and Potowmack, This country, eſpe- < 
5 cially towards the ſea, lies very low and ſwampy, * 
= and the ſoil is extremely fertile, The air and wea- 8 
it _ _ - ther are variable, the heats of ſummer exceſſive, the ey 
5 froſts of winter ſudden, and intenſely cold; ſo that fo 
5 upon the whole, the climate is neither very agreeable m 
5 nor healthy, the people being particularly ſubject lit 
| to agues and pleuretick diſorders. The province o 
fir 


abounds with vaſt foreſts of timber; the plains are 
==. covered 
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 tovered with a ſurpriſing luxurianey of vegetables, c 
flowers and flowering ſhrubs, diffuſing the moſt 


delicious fragrance. The ground yields plenty of 
corn, and every ſort of fruit in great abundance and 


perfection. Horned cattle and hogs have here mul - 


tiplied to admiration, ſince they were firſt e 


from Europe. The animals, natives of this and 
the neighbouring? countries, ate deer, panthers or 


tigers, bears, Wolves, foxes, ſquirrels, racoons, and 


creatures called opoſſums, with an infinite variety 
of beautiſul birds, and a diverſity of ſerpents, among 


3h 


ov 


which the rattleſnake is the moſt remarkable. 
S XXXII. Virginia is bounded to the ſouth by 
the two Carolinas, ſituated between the forty ſixth 


and thirty «firſt degrees of latitode; the length 


amounting to upwards of four hundred miles, ànd 
the breadch' extending near three hundred, as far 
as the Indian nations called the Catawbas, the 


Creeks, and Cherokees. ' The country of Carolina 
is divided into two governments, of which the moſt 


northern is the moſt inconfiderable. The climate 
in both is the fame, as well as the ſoil: the firſt is 
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warm, though not unhealthy ; the laſt extremely 


fertile, yielding every thing in plenty which is pro- 


duced in Virginia, beſides abundance of excellent 


vranges, and fome commodities which are not found - 


to the northward, North-Carolina, th not ſo 


opulent, is more populous ghan' the ſouthern: part. 


The coloniſts of Nozth-Carolina carry on a conſi- 


derable traffick in tar, pitch, turpentine, ſtaves, 
ſhingles, lumber; corn, peas, pork, and beef, to- 
bacco, deer. ſkins, indigo, Whrat, rice, bees-wax, 
tallow, bacon, and hog's Jard, cotton, and ſquared 
timber, live cattle, with the ſkins of beaver, racoon, 
fox, minx, wild cat, and otter. South-Carolina is 
much better cultivated; the people are more civi- 
liſed, and the commerce more important. Tbe 
capital of this province, called Charles-Town, is 
tinely ſituated at the confluence of two navigable 
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' BOOKrivers, having the advantage of a comnniodiors 
HI. harbour. Their trade, excluſive of the articles we 
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have already mentioned as common to this govern- 
ment and that of North-Carolina, conſiſts I two 
chief ſtaple commodities, rice and indigo, which 
they cultivate with great ſucceſs z and they have 
likewiſe made ſome progreſs in the culture of ſilk. 
S XXXUT. The moſt ſouthern of all our ſettle- 
ments on this coaſt is Georgia, extending about 
ſixty miles from north to ſouth, along the fea-fhore ; 
hut widening. in the inland parts to above one hun- 


dred and fifty, and ftretching almoſt three hundred 
from the ſea, to the Apalachian mountains. This 


country differs very little from that of South · Caro- 
Iina, with which it borders; yet the ſummer is here 
more hot, and the ſoil not ſo. fertile. Savannah, 
the capital; ſtands; commodiouſly for trade, about 
ten miles from the ſea,” on a river of the ſame name, 


navigable with large boats two hundred miles farther 


up to the ſecond town, called Avgufta; a place that 
flouriſhes by the Indian trade of ſkins, which the 
inhabitants carry on with their neighbours the 
Creeks, the Chickeſaws, and the Cherokees, who 
are the moſt numerous and powerful tribes in Ame- 
rica. Georgia is bounded on the ſouth by the river 
Attamaha, at no great diftznce from the Spanifh 
fort of St. Auguſtin. CVS SE LO ate 
-$ XXXIV. Having thus exhibited a ſuceinct 
view of the Britiſh colonies in North-America, fot 


the information of the reader, we fha}l now reſume 


the thread of our'/hiſtory, and particulariſe the tran. 


actions by which the preſent year was diſtinguiſhed 


on this extenſive continent. The government of 
England having received nothing but evaſive anſwers 
from the court of France, touching the complaints 
that were made of the encroachments in America, 
diſpatched orders to all the Governors of that coun- 
try to repel. force by force, and drive the French 
from their ſettlements on the river Ohio. —_ 
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jugly, the provinces of Virginia and pennſylvania c 2 P; 


took this important affair into their conſideration z\ 


but while they deliberated,” the French 'vigorouſly' 
proſecuted their, deſigns on the other fide of the 
mountains. They ſurprized Log's-town, which the 


Virginians had built upon the Ohio; made them 


Oo . 
1 754% 


ſelves maſters of the Block*houſe and Truck-hovuſe, 


where they found ſkins and other commodities to 


the amount of twenty thouſand pounds, and deſtroyed 


all the Britiſh traders, except two who found means 


to eſcape. At the ſame time, M. de Contrecceur, 


with a thouſand men; and elghteen pleces.of cannony 


arrived in three hundred canoes from Venango, a 
fort they had raiſed on the banks of the Ohio; and 


reduced by ſurprize a Britiſh fort which the Virgi« 
nians had built on the forks of the Monangahelaz 
25 2 1 


that runs into the ſame rivet, | 

| $XXXV. Theſe hoſtilities were followed by 
divers ſkirmiſhes: between the people of the two na- 
tions, which were fought with various ſucceſs. At 
length the Governors of the Erigliſh ſettlements re- 
ceived orders from England to form a political con- 
federacy, for their mutual defence: and the Go. 


vernor bf New-York wis directed to confer with the 


chiefs of the Six Nations, with' a view to detach 
them from the French intereſt by dint of promiſes 
and preſents of value, ſent over for that purpoſe. A 
congreſs was acrordingly appointed at Albany, to 
which place the Governor of New-York repaired, 


accompanied by Commiſſioners from all the other 
Britiſh - ſettlements + but a very ſmall number of 
Indians arrived, and even theſe ſeemed to be indif- 


ferent to the advarices and exhortations that were 


made by the Engliſh orator. The truth is, the 
French had artfully weaned them from their attach- 


ment to the ſubjects of Great Britain. Nevertheleſs, 


they accepted the preſents, renewed their oo” 
with the King of England, and even demanded his 
alliſtanee in driving the French from the poſts and 


— poſſeſſions 
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poſſeſſions they had uſurped within the Indian ter- 
ritories, It was in conſequence of the meaſures here 
taken, that Colonel Waſhington was detached from 
Virginia with four hundred men, and occupied a 
poſt on the banks of the river Ohio, where he threw 


up ſome. works, and erefted a kind of occaſional 


fort, in hopes of being able to defend himſelf in that 


Gruation, until he ſhould. be joined by a reinforce- 
ment from New-York, which, however, did not 
arrive. i 0 | | 

. FXXXVI. While he remained in this ſituation, 
De Viller, a French commander, at the head of 
nine hundred men, being on his march to diſlodge 
Waſhington, detached one Jamonville, an inferior 
officer, with a ſmall party, and a formal ſummons 
to Colonel Waſhington, requiring him to quit the 
fort, which he pretended was built on ground be- 


- longing to the French, or their allies. So little 


regard was paid to this intimation, that the Engliſh 
fell upon-this party, and, as the French affirm, with- 
out the leaſt provocation, either ſlew. or took the 
whole detachment. De Viller, incenſed at theſe 
vnprovoked. hoſtilities, marched up to the attack, 
which Waſhington for ſome time ſuſtained under 
manifold - diſadvantages. At length, however, he 
Jutrendered the fort upon capitulation, for the per- 
formance of which he left two officers as hoſtages in 
the hands of the French; and in his retreat was ter- 


. ribly hartaſſed by the Indians, who plundered his 


baggage, and..maſſacred his people. This event 
was no ſooner known in England, than the Britiſh 
Ambaſſador at Paris received direftions to complain 


of jt to the French miniſtry, as an open violation 


of the peace; but this repreſentation had no effect. 


-$XXXVII. Both nations by this time foreſaw 
that a rupture would be inevitable, and each reſolved 
to make ſuitable preparations, France continued to 

ſend reinforcements of men, and ſupplics of ammu- 
nition to Quebeck, for the proſecution of * am- 
45 k 1 1} | tious 
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bitious projects; and the miniſtry of Great-Britaincwa vw. 

tranſmitred ſalutary cautions to the Governors of the II. 

inces in North America, exhorting them to 

Join their endeavours for repelling the incurſions of 

the enemy. Such an union as ſeemed neceſſary for 

their common preſervation was not ealily effected. 

The different colonies were divided by different 

views and intereſts, both religious and political: 

beſides, every ſettlement was aiſtrated into factions 

formed by the governor and the demagogues of 

the aſſembly : in other words, an oppoſition like 

that in Parliament, and a continual ſtruggle between 

the liberties of the people and the prerogative of the 

proprietor, whether ſovereign or ſubje&. Mr, Din- b 

widdie, Governor of Virginia, having demanded a 

certain perquiſite or fee for every patent he ſhould 

paſs for Jand, the aſſembly 9000 hi demand illegal, 

arbitrary; and opprefſive. They declared, that every 

man who paid it ſhould be deemed an enemy to his 

country, and ſent over an agent to London, to ſol- 

licit the ſuppreſſion of this impoſition. The repre- 

ſentatives of the people in Pennſylvania waſted the 

time in vain deliberations and violent diſputes with 

their proprietors, while the enemy infeſted their 

frontiers. The colony of New-York was filled with 

diſcontent and animoſity. Sir Danvers Oſborn, who 

had been appointed Governor of this province, died 

immediately after his arrival at New-York, and the 

inſtructions he had received were expoſed to publick 

cenſure. The preamble inveighed ſevetely againlt 

the want of duty, allegiance, loyalty, and unanimity 

which had lately appeared ſo notorious in the aſſem- 

bly of that province, who had violated the royal 

commiſſion and inſtructions, by aſſuming to them- 

ſelves the power to diſpoſe of publick money in the 

laws which they had occaſionally paſſed. This gen- 

tleman was, therefore, ditected to inſiſt upon the 

reformation of all thoſe publick abuſes, and upon 

the eſtabliſhment of a certain ſupply for the ſervice 
ä 578 


1754+ 


* 


4 * 
* 
of 
" = A - < 
** : oy + — = 
x — _ » L o * bg W. + . = 2 
, * 2 23 3 + % 1 — 1 Ra. : 
' . D — 5 4 2 - ww o — — . E 
—— 3 „„ — A 2 * : . ; — 2 5 . 9 
4 ” 7 ET, þ - 
n * n * EA a 5524 5 1 - - n — 
a_ _— —_— l = £ - b . 3 a _ : 12 - > = oF 
Z Z Z \ —_—— - N - \ 2 4 * r 
- — o \ \ 


| 3 
4 
| 
107 
g 
at 
1 
g 
a 
j I 
* 


- — * 
* 
> Thaw LON + © 


2 


HISTORY QF-ENGLAND. 


BO O K of the government, as well as upon the ſettlement 
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of a ſalary for himſelf. oreover, his Majeſty, in 
theſe inſtructions, ſignjfied his will and pleaſure 
That all monęy raiſed for the ſupply and ſupport of 

overnment, -or upon any emergency for immediate 
8 05 ſhould be diſpoſed of and applied properly 
to the uſe for which it might be granted, by warrant 


from the Governor, by and with the advice and 


conſent of the council of the province, and no 
ptherwiſe : That, nevertheleſs, the aſſembly ſhould 
be permitted, from time to time, to view and exa- 


mine the accounts of maney. diſpoſed of, by virtue 


of laws which they had enacted: That if any mem- 
ber of the council or officer holding place of truſt 
or profit within the government, ſhould, in any 
manner whatever, give his aſſent to, or in any wiſe 
adviſe or concur with the aſſembly in paſſing any 
act or vote, whereby the royal prerogative might be 
leſſened or impaired, or any money be raiſed or diſ- 
poſed of for che ppblick ſervice, contrary to or in- 
conſiſtent with the method preſcribed. by theſe-in- 
ſtructions, the Governor ſhould forthwith remove or 
ſuſpend ſuch counſellor or officer ſo offending, and 
give an immediate account of his proceedings to the 

ommiſſioners of Trade and Plantations. Theſe 
were peremptory injunctions, which plainly proved 
that the miniſtry was determined to ſupport the pre- 
rogative with a high hand; but it myſt be owned, 
at the ſame time, that abundance of provocation had 
been given, by the inſolent_ oppoſition of ſome tur- 
bulent individuals, who had exerted all their influ- 
ence in diſturbing and diſtreſſing the views and deſigns 
of the government. While the Britiſh colonies in 
America were, by theſe diviſions, in a great mea- 
ſure diſabled from making vigorous efforts againſt 
the common enemy, the adminiſtration t home 
began to exert itſelf for their defence. Officers were 
appointed for two regiments, conſiſting of two bat- 
falions each, to be raiſed in America, and com- 
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manded by Sir William Pepperel and Governor CHAP. 
Shirley,” who had enjoyed the ſame command ia. 1. 
che laſt war; and a body of troops was deſtined for 1784. 
the ſame ſer vice: D een . 

$ XXXVII. The moſt remarkable incident that 
marked this year, on the continent of Europe, was 
the converſion of the Hereditary Prince of Heſſe 
Caſſel, who had eſpouſed the Princeſs Mary of Eng- 
land. He now declared himſelf a Roman Catholick, 
and was N to have been cajoled to this pro- 
feſñon by rhe promiſes. of certain powers, who 
flattered his ambition, in order to weaken the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt in Germany. His father, though 
deeply affected by his ſon's apoſtacy, did not fail to 
take immediate meaſures for preventing the evil 
conſequences which might otherwiſe have flowed 
from” his defection. He forthwith aſſembled” the 
States of the Landgraviate, in order to take ſuch 
meaſures as might appear neceſſary to maintain the 
religion,” laws, and conſtitution of the country; and 
the Prince was laid under certain reſtrictions, which f 
he did not find it an eaſy taſk to ſer aſide. It was 1 
enaſted, that when the Regency ſhould devolve to 
him by ſucceſſion, he ſhould not have it in his power 
to alter the eſtabliſhed laws, or grant any churgh to 
perſons of the Roman communion, for the publick 
exerciſe of their religion: and that he ſnould be 
excluded from all ſhare in the education of his ſons, 
the eldeſt of whom ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of the 
country of Hanau upon his father's acceſſion to the 
Regency of the Landgraviate. Theſe reſolutions 
were guaranteed by the Kings of Pruſſia and Den- 
mark, by the Maritime Powers, and the Evangelick 
Body of the Empire. _ een MEWS 
S XXXIX; The exile of the Parliament of Paris, 
far from having intimidated the other tribunals from 
performing what they apprehended to be their duty, 
ſerved only to inflame the diſcontents of the people, | 
zad to animate al} the courrs of juſtice ta a full ex- : 
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no o ertion of their. authority. The Chatelet continued to 


" III. 


proſecute. thoſe prieſts, who refuſed the ſacrament to 
perſons whoſe conſciences would not allo them to 
ſubſcribe to the bull Unigenitus, even after three of 
their members were ſcat to the Baſtile. The ſame 
proſecutions were carried on, and bold remonſtrances 
publiſhed by the Parliaments of Aix and Rouen. In 
a word, the whole kingdom was filled with ſuch 
confuſion as threatened a total ſuppreſſion of juſtice, 
In a ,gengral ſpirit of diſaffection, and univerſal 
anarchy... The prelates, mean while, ſeemed; to 


triumph in the combuſtion. they had, raiſed. - They 


entered into aſſociations to ſupport each other: they 
intrigued at court, and harraſſed the King with in- 
ſolent declarations, till he grew tired of their pro. 
ceedings, and opened his eyes to the fatah-conſe- 
quences of the ir pride and obſtinacy. He even took 
an opportunity of exhorting the Archbiſhop of Pa- 
tis to act more ſuitably to the character of a clergy- 
man, He recalled the Parliament from exile; and 
they returned in triumph, amidſt the acclamations 
of the people, who celebrated their arrival at Paris 
with the moſt extravagant demonſtrations of joy; 
and the Archbiſhop, notwithſtanding the King's 
expreſs declaration to the contrary, ſtill perſiſting in 
countenancing the recuſant prieſts, was baniſhed to 
Conflans- ſous-Charenton. | 


5 XL. la Spain, the intereſt of  Great-Britain 
was ſo warmly eſpouſed, and ſo powerfully ſupported 
by Mr. Wall, who had been refident in England, 
that the French party, though countenanced by the 
Queen-mother, and ſuſtained with all the influence 
of the Marquis de la Enſenada, the prime miniſter, 
was totally defeated. The King being convinced, 
that it would be for. the intereſt, of bis ſubjects to 
live on good terms with England, and well apprized 
of Enfenada's intrigues, ordered that miniſter to be 


arreſted and confined, and beſtowed upon Mr. Wall 


the beſt- part of his en r 
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the e in the Weſt · Indies continued to op- f. 


preſs the ſubje&s of Great - Britain, employed in Ts 


cutting logwood in the bay of Honduras; and re- 956 


preſentations on this head being made to the court 
of Madrid, the difpute was amicably adjuſted be- 
tween Mr. Wall and Sir Benjamin Keene, the Bri- 
tiſu Ambaſſador. While the intereſt of Britain thus 
triumphed in Spain; it ſeemed to loſe ground at the 
court of Liſbon. His Portugueſe - Majeſty had 
formed vaſt projects of an active commerce, and 
even eſtabliſhed an Eaſt-India company: in the 
mean time he could not help manifeſting his chagrin 
at the great quantities of gold which were yearly 
exported from his dominions, as the balance due 
from his ſubjects on Englit commodities. In his 
endeavgurs to check this traffick, which he deemed 
ſo detrimental to his ſubjects, he inflicted hardſhips 
on the Britiſh merchants ſettled at Liſbon: ſome 
were impriſoned on frivolous pretences ; others de- 
pou of their property, and obliged to quit the 

ingdom. He infiſted upon laying an impoſition 
of two per cent. on all the Portugueſe gold that 
ſhould: be exported; but the profits of the trade 
would not bear ſuch an exaction. Mean while, 
there being a ſcarcity of corn in Portugal, the king- 
dom was ſupplied from England; and the people 
having nothing but gold to purchaſe this neceſſary 
ſupply, the King ſaw the neceſſity of conniving at 
the exportation of his coin, and the trade reverted 
into its former channel. | 

S XLI; On the fourteenth day of Novembiy the 
King of Great-Britain opened the ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment with an harangue, which intimated nothing of 
an approaching rupture. He ſaid, That the Gene- 
ral State of affairs in Europe had undergone very 
little alteration ſince their laſt meeting; that he had 
lately received the ſtrongeſt aſſuranees from his 
brother the King of Spain of friendſhip and confi. 
Lars i which he would cultivate with harmony and 


V? good 


1 


426 


HISTORY-OF ENGLAND. 


BOOE good faith. He declared his principal view ſhould 
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be to ſtrengthen the foundation, and ſecure the du- 
ration of a generak-peace ; to improve the preſent 
advantages of it for promoting the trade of his good 
ſubjects, and protecting thoſe: poſſeſſions which con- 


ſtituted one great ſource of their wealth and com- 


merce. Finally, he exhorted them to complete 
their. plan for appropriating the forfeited eſtates in 
the Highlands to the ſervice of the publick. + He 


| 8 mentioning the encroachments of 


rance, that he might ſupply no handle for debates 
on the addtreſs, which was carried in both Houſes 


almoſt without oppoſition. The government ſeemed 


determined to humble the inſolence of the French 


councils; and this diſpoſition was ſo agreeable to 


the people in general, that they grudged no Expence, 
and heattily concurred with the demands of the 
miniſtry; oa : ($5 £45895 & E ne 

XLII. The Commons granted for the ſervice of 


the enſuing year four millions ſeventy · thtee thouſand 


ſeven hundred and twenty nine pounds one million 
of that ſum expreſsly given for enabling his Majeſty 
to augment his forces by land and ſea. Thirty-two 
thouſand pounds were allotted as à ſubſidy to the 
King of Poland, and twenty thauſand to the Elector 
of. Bavaria. Theſe gratifications met with little or 
no oppaſition in the committee of ſupply becauſe 
it was taken for granted, that, in caſe of à rupture, 
France would endeavour to avail herſelf of her ſupe- 
riority by land, by invading his Britannick Majeſty's 


Germain dominions; and therefore it might be ne- 
ce ſſary to ſecure the aſſiſtance of ſuch allies on the 


continent. That they prognoſticated aright, with 
reſpect to the deſigns of that, ambiriqus power, will 
Joon appear in the coutſe of this hiſtory; which will 
alſo demonſtrate how little dependence is to be placed 
upon the proſeſſed attachment of ſubſidiary Princes. 


Ihe ſupplies were raiſed by the ſtanding branches of 
the revenue, che land tax and malt tax, and a lottery 
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for one million; one hundred thouſand pounds of CH AP. 
it to be deducted for the ſervice of the publick, LET, 
the remaining nine hundred thouſand to be charged 1254 · 
on the produce of the ſinking fund, at the rate of 
three per cent. per annum, to commence from the 
fifth day of January, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fifry-ſix, The civil tranſactions of this 
ſeſſion were confined to a few objects. Divers new 
regulations were made for encouraging and improv- 
ing the whale and white herring fiſhery, as well as 
for finiſhing and putting jn a proper ſtare of defence 
a new fort, lately built at Anamaboe on the coaſt of 
Africa, © © N Ui re e eme 
S XLIII. Mr. Pitt, the Paymaſter General of the 
forces, brought in a bill, which will ever remain. A 
ſtanding monument of his humanity. The p 
diſabled veterans, who enjoyed the penſion of Chel - 
ſea hoſpital, were ſo iniquitouſly oppreſſed” by a ſet 
of mifcreants, who ſupplied them with money — 
advance, at the moſt exorbitant rates of uſury, that 
many of them, with their families, were in danger 
of ſtarving; and the intention of government in 
granting ſuch a comfortable ſubſiſtence was in a 
great meaſure defeated. Mr. Pitt, pereciving that 
this evil originally flowed from the delay of the firſt 
payment, which the penſioner could not touch till 
the expiration of a whole year after he had been put 
upon the liſt, removed this neceſſity of borrowing, by 
progeny in the bill, that half a year's penſion ſhould 
advanced half a year before it is doe; and the 
practice of uſury was effectually prevented by a 
clauſe, enacting, that all contracts ſhould be void 
by which any penſion might be mortgaged. This 
humane regulation was unanimouſly approved, and 
having paſſed through both Houſes with uncommon 
expedition, received the royal aſſent, 
- $ XLIV. Notwithſtanding the unanimity mani- 
feſted by the Commons, in every thing relating tq 
jhe meaſures for acting vigorouſly againſt the com- 
38513 e mon 
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| BOOK mon enemy. of the nation, they were remarkably 
nr. diſturbed and divided by a conteſted election of 
— nembers for Oxfordſhite. In the courſe of this 


1754. 


diſpute, the ſtrength and influence of what they 
called the old and ne intereſt, or, to ſpeak more 
intelligibly, of the Tories and Whigs in that county, 

fully diſplayed. The candidates ſuſtained on 
the ſhoulders of the old intereſt, were Lord Viſ. 
count Wenman and Sir James Daſhwood : their 
competitors, whom the new intereſt ſupported, and 
of conſequence the miniſtry countenanced, were 


Lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner. Never was 


any contention of this kind maintained with more 
ſpirit and animoſity, or carried on at a greater ex- 
pence. One would have imagined that ech fide 
conſidered it as a diſpute Which muſt have deter- 
mined, whether the nation ſhould enjoy its ancient 
liberty, or tamely ſubmit to the fetters of cortup- 


tion. Noblemen and gentlemen, clergymen and 


ladies, employed all their talents and induſtry in 
canvaſſing for either ſide, throughout every townſhip 
and village in the county. Scandal emptied her 
whole quiver of inſinuation, ealumny, and lampoon ; 
corruption was not remiſs in promiſes and preſents: 
houſes of entertainment were opened ; and nothing 
was for ſome time t be ſeen but ſcenes of tumult, 
riot, and intoxication. The. revenue of many an 
independent Prince on the continent would not have 
been ſufficient to afford ſuch ſums of money as 
were expended in the courſe of this diſpute. At 
length they proceeded to election, and the ſheriff 
made a double return of all the four candidates, fo 
that not one of them could fit, and the county re- 
mained without a repreſentative until this ambiguous 
affair could be decided in the Houſe of Commons, 
About the middle of November petitions being pre- 
ſented by the four candidates, as well as by the 
gentlemen, clergy, and other freeholders of the 
county, | complaining of an undue election, and 
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double teturn, the matter of theſe petitions was CTA ?- 
heard at the bar of the Houſe on the third day of 
December. The counſel: for Lord Wenman and 1754+ 


Sir James Daſhwood alledged, that they had the 
majority of votes upon the poll, and this circum- 
ſtance was admitted by the counſel on the other 
ſide ; then they proceeded to prove by evidence, 
that, after cloſing the poll, the ſheriff declared the 
inajority of votes to be in favour of theſe two can- 
didates, and adjourned the court from: the twenty- 
third day of April to the eighth of May; ſo that the 
ſcrutiny demanded, and granted on the behalf of 
Lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner could not be 
diſcuſſed before the laſt day of the month, when 
the writ was returnable; that the ſcrutiny did not 
begin WW the ninth day of May, wben the time was 
protracted by diſputes about the manner in which it 
ſhould be carried on; that Lord Parker and Sir 
Edward Turner were allowed to object, through the 
whole poll, to the votes on the other ſide, on pre- 
tence that their competitors. ſhould be permitted to 
anſwer theſe object ions, and, in their turn, object 
through the whole poll to the voters for Lord Parker 
and Sir Edward Turner, who ſhould, in the laſt 
place, have leave to anſwer: that Lord Wenman 
and Sir James Daſhwood had diſapproved of this 
method, becauſe they apprehended it might induce 
their competitors to make ſuch. a number of ſrivo- 
lous objections, that they ſhould not have time to 
anſwer one half of them, much leſs to make objec- 
tions of their on before. the [writ ſhould be re- 
turned: that they foreſaw ſuch a number of frivo- 
lous objections were made, as engroſſed the attention 
of the court till the twenty-ſeventh day of May; ſo 
that they could not begin to anſwet any of theſe 
objections till the twenty eighth and on the thirtieth 
the ſheriff, having cloſed the ſcrutiny, made the 
double return, The proof being exhibited, the 
counſel inſiſted, that, as they had eſtabliſned a ma- 
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ority neither was nor could be overthrown by ſuch 


an unfiniſhed ſcrutiny, it was incumbent” on the 
other fide to proceed upon the merits of the election, 
by endeavouring to overthrow ' that majority of 
which their clients were in poſſeſſion. A queſtion 
in the Houſe being carried to the ſame purpoſe, 
Lord Wenman and Sir James Daſhwood objected 
to five hundred and thirty voters on the other ſide, 
whom they propoſed to diſqualify. Their counſel 
examined ſeveral witneſſes, to prove the partiality of 
the ſheriff in favour of Lord Parket and Sir Edward 


Turner, and to detect theſe candidates in the prac- 


An. 1735. 


tice of bribery; for which purpoſe they produced 
a letter in their own hand-writing. They afterwards 
proceeded to diſqualify particular votes, and ſum- 
med up their evidence on the twenty-firſt day of 
January. Then the counſel for the other ſide began 
to refute the charge of partiality and corruption; 
and to anſwer the objections that had been made to 
particular voters. They produced evidence to 
prove, that cuſtomary freeholds, or cuſtomary hold - 


ings, had voted at elections in the counties of 
Glamorgan, Monmouth, Glouceſter, Wells, and 
Hereford; and that the cuſtomary tenants of the 


manor of Woodſtock, in Oxfordſhire, had been re- 
puted capable of voting, and even voted at elections 


for that county. In a word, they continued to exa- 


mine evidences, argue and refute, prove and dif- 
prove, until the twenty-third day of April, when 
after ſome warm debates and divifions in the Houſe; 
Lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner were declared 
duly elected; and the clerk of the crown was orde 


to amend the return, by eraſing the names of Lord 


however; might haye eaſily been foreſeen ; inaſmuch, 


Wenman and Sir James Daſhwood. Many, who 
preſumed to think for themſelves, without teeollect. 
ing the power and influence of the adminiſtration; 
were aſtoniſhed at the iſſue of this diſpute ; Which, 


- 64100404 . i 
16, during the courſe of the proceedings, moſt, if CHA P. 
not all, of the many queſtions debated in the Houſe 

were determined by a great majority in favour of the 2735. 
new intereſt. A great number of copy holders had 
been admitted to vote at this election, and the 
ſheriff incurred no cenſure for allowing them to take 
the oath appointed by law to be taken by free- 
holders : nevertheleſs, the Commons carefully 
avoided determiaing the queſtion; Whether copy - 
holders poſſeſſed of the yearly value of forty ſhillings, 
clear of all deductions, have not a right to vote fot 
knights to repreſent the ſhire within which their 
copy-hold eſtates are ſituated This point being 
left doubtful by the legiſlatute, puts it often in the 
preg the ſheriff roreturn-which of the candidates 

e pleaſes to ſupport; for if the majority of the 
voting copy -holders adheres o the intereſt of his 
favourites, he will admit their votes both on the 
poll and the ſerutiny; whereas, ſhould they be other- 
wiſe diſpoſed, he will reject them as -unqualified; 
What effect this practice may have upon the inde- 
pendency of Parliament every perſon mult perceive, 
who reflects, that in almoſt all the counties of Eng- 
land the High Sheriffs are annually appointed by the ? 
miniſter! for the time being. 8 | 
$ XLV.. The attention of the legiſlature was | 

chiefly turned upon the conduct of France, which 
preſerved no medium, but ſremed intent upon ftri- 

ing ſome important blow, that might ſerve as 2 
declaration —— At Breſt, and other ports in 
that kingdom, the French were employed in equip- 
ping a powerful armament, and made no ſetuple to 
own it was intended for North-America. Towards 
the latter end of March Sir Thomas Robinſon, Se- 
cretary of State, brought a meſſage from the King 
to the Parliament, intimating, That his Majeſty 
having at the beginning of the ſeſſion declared his 

rincipal object was to preſerve the publick tranquil- 
ty, and at the ſame time to protect thoſe poſſeſſions 
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and wealth of his kingdoms, he now found it neceſ- 


fary to acquaint the Houſe of Commons, that the 


preſent ſituation of affairs made it tequiſite to aug · 
ment his forces by ſea and land, and to take ſuch 
other meaſures: as might beſt tend to preſerve the 
general peace of | Europe, and to ſecure: the uſt 
rights and poſſeſſions of his crown in America, as 
well as to repel any attempts whatſoever that might 


be made to ſupport or countenance any deſigns which | 


ſhould be formed againſt his Majeſty and his king- 
doms ; and his Majeſty doubted hot but his faithful 
Commons, on whoſe affection and zeal» he entirely 
relied, would enable him to make ſuch augmenta- 
tions, and to take ſuch meaſures for ſupporting the 
honour of his crown, and the true intereſſſ A his 


people, and for the ſecurity of his dominion in the 


preſent critical conjuncture, as the exigeney of 


affairs might require ; in doing which his Majeſty. 


| would have as much regard to the eaſe of his 


ſubjects as ſhould be conſiſtent with their ſafety and 
welfare. In anſwer to this meſſage a very warm and 
affectionate addreſs was preſented to his Majeſty; 
and it was on this occaſion that the million was 
granted for augmenting his forces by ſea and land “. 
The court of Verſailles, notwithſtanding the afſi- 
duity- and diſpatch which they were exerting in 
equipping armaments, and embarking troops, for 
the . of their ambitious ſchemes in America, 

A ES e fall 


The miniſtry having reſolved to ſend 2 body of forces to Ame« 
rica, to act in conjunction with the provincial troops raiſed on chat 
continent, it became neceſſary that the mutiny att ſhould be rendered 
more clear and extenfive. When this bill, therefore, fell under con- 
fideration, it was improved with a new clauſe, providing, „That all 
« officers and ſoldiers of any troops being muſtered and in pay, which 
« aye or ſhall be raiſed in any of the Britiſh provinces in America, by 
„authority of the reſpective governors or governments thereof, ſhall, 
« at all times, and in all places, when the happen to join or act in 
conjunction with his Majeſty's Britiſh forces, be liable to martial 
« law and diſcipline, in like manner, io all intents and | 
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fill continued to amuſe the Britiſh miniſtry with CHAP.: 
general declarations, that no hoſtility was intended, = 


nor the leaſt infringement of the treaty. 


$XLVI. The Earl of Albemarle, the Engliſm 


ambaſſador at Paris, having lately died in that city, 


theſe aſſurances were communicated to the court of 


London by the Marquis de Mirepoix, who reſided 
in England with the ſame character, which he had 


ſupported ſince his firſt arrival with equal honour and 


liteneſs. On this occaſion he himſelf was fo far 
impoſed upon by the inſtructions he had received, 


that he believed the profeſſions of his court were 


ſincere, and ſeriouſly endeavoured to prevent a rup- 
ture between the two nations, At length, however, 


their preparations were ſo notorious that he began to 
ſuſpe&-the conſequenee; and the Engliſh miniſtry. 


produced ſuch proofs of their inſincerity and double 
dealing, that he ſeemed to be ſtruck with aſtoniſh- 


ment ahd chagrin. He repaired to France, and. 
upbraided the miniſtry of Verſailles for having made 


him the tool of their diſſimulation. They referred 
him to the King, who ordered him to return to 


London, with freſh aſſurances of his pacifick inten- 


755 


tions: but his practice agreed ſo ill with his profeſ= - 


ſions, that the ambaſſador had ſcarce obtained an 
audience to communicate them, when undoubted 
intelligence arrived, that a powerful armament was 
ready to ſail from Breſt and Rochefort. The go- 
vernment of Great-Britain, rouſed by this infor- 
mation, immediately took the moſt expeditious me- 
thods for equipping a ſquadron ; and towards the 
latter end of April, Admiral Boſcawen failed with 
eleven ſhips of the line and one frigate, having on 
board a conſiderable number of. land-forces, to 
attend the motions of the enemy: but more certain 
and particular intelligence arriving ſoon after, touch- 
ing the ſtrength of the French fleet, which conſiſted. 
of twenty-five ſhips of the line, beſides frigates and 
tranſports, with a great quantity of warlike ſtores, 

Vor. III. Ff and 
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BO Ok and four thouſand regular troops, commanded by 


- Wt 


17585. 


the Baron Dieſkav, Admiral Holbourne was de- 


tached with fix ſhips of the line, and one frigate, to 


reinforce; Mr. Boſcawen; and a great number of 


capital ſhips were put in commiſſion. In the begin- 
ning of May the French fleet, eommanded by Mr. 
Macnamara, an oſſicer of lriſh extraction, ſailed 
from Breſt, directing his courſe to North-America; 
but, after having proceeded beyond the chops of 
the Engliſh channel, he returned with nine of the 
capital ſhips, while the reſt of the armament con- 
tinued their courſe, under the direction of M. Bois 
de la Mothke. Tues 
SXLVII. On the twenty-fifth day of April the 
King went to the Houſe of Lords, where, after 
iving the royal aſſent to the bills then depending; 
or granting a certain fum out of the ſinking fund, 
for the relief of * inſolvent debtors, for the better 


_ regulation of the. marine forces on ſhore, for the 


berter raiſing of marines and ſeamen, and to ſeveral 
other publick and private bills: his Majeſty put an 
end to the ſeſſion of Parliament by a ſpeech, in 
which he acquainted the two Houſes, That the zeal 
they had ſhown: for ſupporting the honour, rights, 
and poſſeſſions of his crown, had afforded him the 
greatelt ſatisfaction: That his deſire to preſerve the 
publick tranquillity had been ſincere and uniform: 


That he had religiouſly adhered to the ſtipulations 


of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and made it his 
Care not to injure or offend any power whatſoever ; 
but that he never could entertain a thought of 
purchaſing the name of peace at the expence of 
tuffering encroachments upon, or of yielding vp, 
what juſtly belonged to Great Britain, either by 
ancient poſicfſion or by ſolemn treaties: That the 
vigour and firmneſs of his Parliament, on this im- 


portant oecaſion, had enabled him. to be prepared 


tor ſuch contingences as might happen: That, if 


reaſonable and honourable terms of MAIDEN" 
x 5 | coul 
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could be agreed upon, he would be ſatisfied, and, CHA p. 
at all events, rely on the juſtice of his cauſe, the, *** 
effectual ſupport of his people, and the protection 7, * | 
of Divine Providence. The Parliament was then 197 
prorogued to the twenty - ſeventh of May. 
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$ I. Proparations for war. & II. Earl Pauless mo- 
tion againſt the King's going t0 Hanover. F III. 
. Regency appointed during bis Majeſty's abſence. 
& IV. Boſtawen's expedition. Alcide and Lys taken. 
$ v. French ambaſſador recalled. & VI. Their 
trade greatly diſtreſſed. & VII. Afﬀairs of the Eng- 
liſh in America, Col. Monckton takes Beau. ſejour. 
$ VIII. General Braddock's unfortunate expedition. 
$ 1X. He falls into an ambuſcade; is defeated ; and 
killed. & X. Diſagreement between tbe governor and 
aſſembly of Pennſylvania. & XI. Expedition againſt 
Crown-Point and Niagara reſolved on. & XII. 
Gen. Jobnſon encamps at Lake George. & XIII. 
Where be is attacked by the French, who are entirely 
defeated. & XIV. Bravery of Captain M Ginnes. 
$ XV. Gen. Johnſon created à baronet. & XVI. 
Deſcription of Fort Ofwego and Lake Ontario. 
$ XVII. Neglect of the Engliſh, in not fortif5ing it. 
I XVIH. Exppedition againſt Niagara. & XIX. 
Gen. Shirley returns to Albany. End of the cam- 
paign in America, & XX. Fruitleſs intrigues of the 
French in Spain and Germany. & XXI. Treaty of 
 -the King of Great-Britain with the Landgrave of 
' Heſſe Caſſel. & XXII. News of the capture of the 
Alcide and Iys reaches England. & XXIII. The 
King returns from Hanover, and concludes a treaty 
with Ruſſia. & XXIV. Declaration of the French 
- miniſter at the court of Vienna. & XXV. Spirited 
declaration of the King of Priſſia. & XXVI. The 
French make another unſucceſsful attempt upon the 
court of Spain. & XXVII. The Imperial court re- 
Fuſes auxiliaries to England. & XXVIII. The French 
tale the Blandford man of war, but retu n it. 
XXIX. Sate of the Engliſh and French natives. 
$ XXX. Seſſom opened. F. XXXI. Remarkable 
=," addreſſes of the Lords and Commons. 8 8 8 
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Hit Majeſty's anſtwer. $ XXXIII. Alterations in 
' the miniſtry. Mr. Fox made Setretary of State. - 
$ XXXIV. Supplies voted; | & XXXV. Ear. 


quake at Liſbon. & XXXVI. Relief voted by Par- 


liament to the Portugueſe. & XXXVII. Troops, 


Sec. voted, S XXXVIN. Mutiny bill, marine, 


and mariners «fs continued. & XXXIX. As for 


. "raiſing a reginient of foot in North America. Q XL. 


Maritime laws of Engeland extended to Americh. 


$ XLI. Quiet of Ireland reftored. XLII. Treaty 


concluded with Prufia. & XLIII. New militia bill = 


ed by the Commons, but rejefied- by the Lords. 
y XLIV. Seffion cloſed. eee 


FI, Ws: an Europe was in ſuſpenſe aboutc n A r. 
N | ode 


drons, preparations for a' vigorous ſea war TIT 


the fate of the Engliſh and French ſqua- 


going forward in England with an unparalleled ſpirit 
and ſucceſs. Still the French court flattered itſelf 


that Great. Britain, out of tenderneſs to his Majeſty's 
German dominions, would abſtain from hoſtilities. 


Mirepoix continued to have frequent conferences 
with the Britiſh miniſtry, who made no ſecret that 
their Admirals, particularly Boſcawen, had orders 
to attack the French ſhips wherever they ſhould 


meet them, On the other hand, Monſ. de Mirepoix + 


declared, That his maſter would conſider the firſt 


gun fired at ſea in an hoſtile manner as a declaration 


of war, This menace, far from intimidating the 
Engliſh, animated them to redouble their prepara- 


tions for war. The preſs for ſeamen was carried on 


with extraordinary yigour in all parts of this king- 
dom, as well as in Ireland; and great premiums 


were given not only by the government, but alſo, 
over and above his Majeſty's bounty, by almoſt all 


the conſiderable cities and towns in England, to 
ſuch as ſhould inliſt voluntarily for ſailors or ſoldiers. 


Other branches of the publick ſervice went on with 


equal alacrity ; and ſuch was the eagerneſs of the 
== % pe 


- 


Neg 


b 


3 Oo E peqpple to lend their money to the government, that 


III. 


n 1755. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


inſtead of one million, which was to be raiſed b 
way of lottery, three millions eight hundred and 


. eighty thouſand pounds were ſubſcribed immedi- 


© Ree; | 


and fpirit of the adi that placed him on the throne, 
as well as for the paternal kindneſs of his royal heart, 
and the condeſcenſion he had been ſo good to ſhow 
to his Parliament on all occaſions; but that his Ma- 


ẽſtates had always come on the laſt day of a ſeſſion, 


a wo. Majeſty's leaving his kingdoms in a conjuncture ſo 


2 


4 
2 


King ſhould'not go to his foreign dominions without 
the conſent of Parliament; and that this was a 
- Principal article in the compact between the crown 

and the people: That though this article was re- 
pealed in the late reign, yet, till of late, it had 
always been the cuſtom for his Majeſty to acquaint 


cil of the cxown' to offer ſuch advice as might other- 


F II. The fituation of affairs requiring his Ma- 
jeſty to go to Germany this ſummer, great appre- 
henſions aroſe in the minds of many, leſt the French 


ſhould either intercept him in his journey, or pre- 
vent his return. Earl Paulet had made a motion in 
the Houſe of Lords, humbly to repreſent to his 
Majeſty, „That it was an article in the original 


act of ſettlement by which the ſucceſſion of theſe 


kingdoms devolved to his electoral houſe, that the 


the Parliament with his intended departure to his 
German dominions, both in regard to the true ſenſe 


jeſty's declaration of his deſign to viſit his electoral 
- when-jt was too late for the great conſtitutional coun- 
. wiſe have been expedient. and neceſſary : That his 


pregnant with diſtreſs, ſo. denunciative of danger, 
would not only give the greateſt advantage to ſuch 


as might be diſpoſed to ſtir up diſaffection and dil- 


content, and to the conſtitutional. and national ene- 


mies of England; but would alſo fill his loyal ſub- 


jects with the moſt affecting concern, and moſt 


Sloomy fears, as well for their on ſafety, as for that 
e ; 8 1 f 4 e 91 
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of their ſovereign, whoſe invaluable life, at ail times CHAP. 

of the utmoſt conſequence to his people, was then "94 

infinitely ſo, by reaſon of his great experience, the «755. 

affection. of every one to his royal perſon, and the © 

minority of the heir apparent.“ Such was the pur- 

rt of this motion; but it was not ſeconded by any 
of the other lords. | 
II. The general uneaſineſs, on account of his 

Majeſty's departure, was greatly increaſed by an 

apprehenſion. that there would, during his abſence, 

be no good agreement amongſt the Regency, which 

conſiſted of the following perſons: his Royal High- 

neſs William Duke of Cumberland; Thomas Lord 

Archbiſhop of Canterbury ; Philip Earl of Hard- 

wicke, Lord High Chancellor; John Earl of 
Granville, Preſident of the Council; Charles Duke 

of Marlborough, Lord Privy-Seal ; John Duke of 

Rutland, Steward of the Houſhold ; Charles Duke 

of Grafton, Lord-Chamberlain; Archibald Duke 

of Argyle; the Duke of Newcaſtle, Firſt Com- 

miſſioner of the | Treaſury ; the Duke of Dorſet, 

Maſter of the Horſe ; the Earl of Holderneſſe, one. 

of the Secretaries of State; the. Earl of Rochford, 
Groom of the Stole: the Marquis of Hartington, | 

Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland; Lord Anſon, Pirſt 
| Commiſſioner of the Admiralty ; Sir Thomas Ro- 
| binſon, Secretary of State; and Henry Fox, Eſq, 
Secretary at War. His Majeſty ſer out from St. 
James's on the twenty eighth of April early in the 
morning, embarked at Harwich, in the afternoon, 
landed the next day at Helvoetſluys, and arriyed at 
Hanover on the ſecond of May. 

$ IV. Admiral Boſcawen, with eleven: ſhips of 
the line and a frigate, having taken on board two 
regiments at Plymouth, failed from thence on the 
twenty. ſeventh of April for the banks of Newfound- 
land, and, in a few days after his arrival there, the 
French fleet from Breſt came to the ſame ſtation, 
under the command of M. Bois de la Mothe, But 
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ul cially at that time of the year, kept the two arma- 


— ments from ſeeing each other; and part of the 


3755 French ſquadron eſcaped up the river St. Lawrence, 


whilſt another part of them went round, and. got 
into the ſame river through the ſtraits of Belleiſle, 
by a way which was never known to be attempted 


before by ſhips of the line. However, whilſt the 
Engliſh fleet lay off Cape Race, which is the ſouth- 


ernmoſt point of Newfoundland, and was thought to 


be the moſt proper ſituation for intercepting the 


enemy, two French ſhips, the Alcide, of fixty-four 
guns, and four hundred and eighty men, and the 
Lys, pierced for ſixty-four guns, but mounting only 


twenty two, having eight companies of land forces 
on board, being ſeparated from the reſt-of their fleet 


in the fog, fell in with the Dunkirk, Captain Howe, 


and the Defiance, Captain Andrews, two ſixty gun 


ſhips of the Engliſh, ſquadron ; and after a ſmart 
engagement, which laſted ſome hours, and. in which 
Captain (afterwards Lord) Howe behaved with the 
2 {kill and intrepidity, were both taken, with 

eral conſiderable officers and engineers, and abour 
eight thouſand pounds in money. Though the cap- 
ture of theſe ſhips; from which the commencement 
of the war may in fact be dated, fell greatly ſhort of 
what was hoped for from this expedition; yet, 
when the news of it reached- England, it. was of 
infinite ſeryice to the publick credit of every kind, 
and animated, the whole nation, who now ſaw plain- 
ly that the government was determined to keep no 
further meaſures with the French, but juſtly to repel 
force by force, and put a ſtop to their ſending more 
men and arms to invade the property of the Engliſh 
in America, as they had hitherto done with impu- 
nity. The French, who, for ſome time, did not 


even attempt to make repriſals on our - ſhipping, 
would gladly have choſen to avoid a war at that 


time, and to have continued extending their en- 


1 


cC.roachments 
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from the Miſſiſſippi to Canada, by a line of forts, 


44t 


croachmenits on our ſettlements, till they had exe- CHA? 
cuted their grand plan of ſecuring a communication! 


, 17335. 
many of which they had already erected. 3 


$ V. Upon the arrival of the news of this action 


was recalled from London, and M. de Buſſy from 
Hanover, where he: had juſt arrived, to attend the 
King of England in a publick character. They 


complained loudly of Boſcawen's attacking the ſhips, | 


as a breach of national faith : but it was juſtly retorted 
on the part of England, that their encroachments 
in America had rendered repriſals both juſtifiable 
and neceſſary.” The reſolution of making them was 
the effect of mature deliberation in the Enghſh 
council. The vaſt increaſe of the French marine of 
late years, which in all probability would ſoon be 
employed againſt Great-Britain, occaſioned an order 
for making repriſals general in Europe as well as in 
America; and that all French ſhips, whether out- 


ward or homeward-bound, ſhould be ſtopped, and 


brought into Britiſh ports. To give the greater 
weight to theſe orders, it was reſolved to ſend out 
thoſe Admirals who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
moſt towards the end of the laſt war. Accordingly, 
on the twenty-firſt of July, Sir Edward Hawke 


failed on a cruiſe to the weſtward, with eighteen 


ſhips of the line, a frigate, and a ſloop ; bur, not 
meeting with the French fleet, theſe ſhips returned 
to England about the latter end of September and 
the beginning of October; on the fourteenth of which 


laſt month another fleet, conſifting of twenty-two 


ſhips of the line, two frigates and two floops, ſailed 
again on a cruiſe to the weſtward under Admiral 


Byng, in hopes of intercepting the French ſquadron 
under Duguay, and likewiſe that commanded by La 


Mothe, in caſe of its return from America. But 


this fleet likewiſe returned to Spithead on the twenty< _ 


ſecond of November, without having been able to 
888 * pres 


at Paris, the French Ambaſſador, M. de Mitepoix, 
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the Admiral had acted judiciouſly in the choice of 
his ſtations,  , 
$ VI. While theſe meaſures were putſoed, for 


the general ſecurity of the Britiſh coaſts and trade 


in Europe, ſeveral new ſhips of war were begun, and 
finiſhed with the utmoſt expedition, in his Majeſty's 
docks : twelve frigates and ſloops, contracted for 
in private yards, were completed by the month of 
Auguſt; and twenty-four ſhips and twelve colliers 
were then taken into the ſervice of the government, 
to be fitted out as veſſels of war, to carry twenty 
guns and one hundred and twenty men each. In 
the mean time the French trade was ſo annoyed by 


the Engliſh. cruiſers, that before the end of this year 
three hundred of their merchant ſhips, many. of 
Which, from St. Domingo and Martinico, were 


extremely rich, and eight thouſand of their ſailors, 
were brought into Engliſh ports. By theſe captures 
the Britiſh miniſtry anſwered. many purpoſes: they 


deprived the French of a great body of ſeamen, 
and with- held from them a very large property, the 


want of which greatly diſtreſſed their people, and 
ruined many of their traders, Their outward- bound 
merchant ſhips were inſured at the rate of thirty per 


cent. whilſt the Engliſh paid no more than the com- 
mon inſurance. This iptolerable burthen was felt 


by all degrees of people amongſt them: their mini- 
ſtry was publickly reviled, even by their Parlia- 
ments; and the French name, from being the ter- 
ror, began to be the contempt of Europe. - Their 
uncaſineſs was alſo not a little heightened by new 


broils between their King and the Parliament: of 


Paris, occaſioned by the. obſtinacy of the clergy of 


ſeryance of the bull Unigenitus, which had Jong 


that kingdom, who ſeemed determined to ſupport 
or church, in all events, againſt the ſecular tri- 
unals, and; as much as poſſible, to enforce the ob- 


bel 
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been the occaſion of ſo many diſputes among them. 9 P. 
However, the Parliament continuing firm, and the 
French King approving of its conduct, the eccle- 2755: 


ſiaſticks thought proper to ſubmit for the preſent ; 


and in their general aſſembly this year, granted him 


a free gift of ſixteen millions of livres, which he 
demanded of them—a greater ſum than they had 
ever given before, even in time of waer. 
S8 VII. In the beginning of this year the aſſembl 

of Maſſachuſett's-Bay in New-England paſſed an 
act, prohibiting all correſpondence with the French 
at Loviſbourg ; and early in the ſpring they raiſed 


a body of troops, which was tranſported to Nova- 


Scotia, to aſſiſt Lieutenant-Governor Laurence in 
driving the French from the encroaehments they 
had made upon that province. Accordingly, to- 
wards the end of May, the Governor ſent a large 
detachment of troops, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant- Colonel Monckton, upon this ſervice ; and 


three frigates and a ſloop were diſpatched up the 


bay of Fundy, under the command of Captain Rous, 
to give their aſſiſtance by ſea. The troops, upon 
their arrival at the river Maſſaguaſh, found the paſ- 


ſage flopped by a large number of regular forces, 


rebel neutrals, or Acadians, and Indians, four hun- 
dred and fifty of whom occupied a block-houſe, 
with cannon mounted on their ſide of the river; and 

the reſt were poſted within a ſtrong breaſt. work of 


timber, thrown up by way of outwork to the block- 


houſe. The Engliſh provincials attacked this place 
with ſuch ſpirit, that the enemy were obliged to fly, 
and leave them in poſſeſſion of the breait- work: then 


the garriſon in the block-houlſe deſerted it, and left = 


the paſſage of the river free. From thence Colonel 
"Monckton advanced to the French fort of Beau- 


ſejour, which he inveſted, as far at leaſt as the ſmall 


number of his troops would permit, on the twelfth 


of June; and after four days bombardment obliged | 


jr to ſurrender, though the French had twenty-ſix 
£4" I „„ + A 2 3 2 pieces 
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BOOK pieces of cannon mounted, and plenty of ammuni- 
III. tion, and the Engliſh had not yet placed a ſingle 
> cannon upon their batteries, The garriſon was ſent 
755 to Loviſbourg, on condition of not bearing arms 
in America for the ſpace of ſix months; and the 
Acadians, who had joined the French, were par- 
doned, in conſideration of their having been forced 
into that ſervice, Colonel Monckton, after put- 
ting a garriſon into this place, and changing its 
name to that of Cumberland, the next day attacked 
and reduced the other French fort upon the river 
Gaſpereau which runs into Bay Verte; where he 
likewiſe found a large quantity of proviſions and 
ftores of all kinds, that being the chief magazine 
for ſupplying the French Indians and Acadians with 
arms, ammunition, and other neceſſaries. He then 
diſarmed theſe laſt, to the number of fifteen thou- 
ſand; and in the mean time, Captain Rous with 
his ſhips ſailed to the mouth of the river St. John, 
to attack the new fort the French had erected there; 
but they ſaved him that trouble, by abandoning it 
upon his appearance, after having burſt their can- 
non, blown up their magazine, and deſtroyed, as 
far as they had time, all the works they had lately 
raiſed, The Engliſh had but twenty men killed, 
and about the ſame number wounded, in the whole 
of this expedition, the ſucceſs of which ſecured th 
_ tranquillity of Nova-Scotia. 8 Xx 
$ VIII. While the New-Englanders were thus 
employed in reducing the French in Nova Scotia, 
preparations were made in Virginia, for attacking 
them upon the Ohio. A fort was built, which was 
likewiſe called Fort-Cumberland, and a Camp formed 
at Wills's Creek. On the fourteenth of January of 
this year, Major-General Braddock, with Colonel 
Dunbar's and Colonel Halket's regiments of foot, 
failed from Cork, in Ireland, for Virginia, where 
they all landed ſafe before the end of February. This 
General might conſequently have entered upon 1 * 
| ; a | „ 
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early in the ſpring, had he not been unfortunately HFH. 
delayed by the Virginian contractors for the army... 
who, hen he was ready to march, had neither 33. 
provided a ſufficient quantity of proviſions for his 
troops, nor a competent number of carriages for his 
army. This accigent was foreſeen by almoſt every 
perſon who knew any thing of our plantations upon 
the continent of America: for the people of Virgi- 
nia, who think of no produce but their tobacco, and 
do not raiſe corn enough even for their own ſub- 
ſiſtence, being, by the nature of their country, well 
rovided with the-conyeniency of water conveyance, 
1 few wheel carriages, or beaſts of burthen; 
whereas Pennſylvania, which abounds in corn, and 
moſt other ſorts of proviſions, has but little water- 
carriage, eſpecially in its weſtern ſettlements, where 
its inhabitants have great numbers of carts, waggons, 
and horſes. Mr. Braddock ſhould, therefore, cer- 
tainly, in point of prudence, have landed in Penn- 
ſylvania : the contract for ſupplying his troops ſhould 6 
have been made with ſome 1 the chief planters there, | 
who could eaſily have performed their engagements ; 
and if his camp had been formed near Frank's-town, 
or ſomewhere upon the ſouth weſt borders of that 
province, he would not have had eighty miles to 
march from thence to Fort Du Queſne, inſtead of 
an hundred and thirty miles that he had to advance 
from Wills's-Creek, where he did encamp, through 
roads neither better nor more practicable than the 
other would have been. This error, in the very be- 
ginning of the expedition, whether owing to an in- 
Judicious. preference fondly given to the Virginians 
in the lycrative job of ſupplying theſe troops, or to 
any other cauſe, delayed the march of the army for 
ſome weeks, during which it was in the utmoſt dif- 
treſs for neceſſaries of all kinds; and would proba- 
bly have defeated the expedition entirely for that 
ſummer, had not the contractors found means to 
procure ſome. aſſiſtance from the back — | 
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Virginian contractors had engaged to furniſh, and 


arrive, they conſiſted of only fifteen waggons, and 
an hundred draft horſes, inſtead of an hundred and 
fifty waggons and three hundred horſes, which the 


the proviſions were ſo bad that they could not be 
uſed, However, ſome gentlemen in Pennſylvannia, 


being applied to in this exigency, amply made up 
for theſe. deficiencies, and the troops were by this 


means ſupplied with every thing they wanted. Ano- 


ther, and ſtill more fatal error was committed in 


the choice of the commander for this expedition. 


Major-General Braddock, who was appointed to it, 
was undoubtedly a man of courage, and expert in 
all the punctilios of a review, having been brought 
up in the Engliſh guards; but he was naturally very 
havghty, poſitive, and difficult of acceſs ; qualities 


ill ſuited to the temper of the people amongſt whom 


he was to command. His extreme ſeverity in mar- 


ters of diſcipline had rendered him unpopular among 
the ſoldiers; and the ſtrict military education in 
which he had been trained from his youth, and which 
he prided himſelf on ſcrupulouſly following, made 


him hold the American militia in great contempt, 


becauſe they could not go through their exerciſe 
with the ſame dexterity and regularity as a regiment 


of guards in Hyde-Park, little knowing, or indeed 


being able to form any idea of the difference between 
the European manner of fighting, and an American 
expedition through woods, deſerts; and moraſſes. 
Before he left England, he received, in the hand- 


writing of Colonel Napier, a ſet of inſtructions from 


the Duke of Cumberland. By theſe, the attempt 


upon Niagara was, in a great meaſure, referred to 


him, and the reduction of Crown- Point was to be 
left chiefly to the provincial forces. But above all, 
his Royal Highneſs, both verbally and in this wrt- 


ting, frequently cautioned him carefully to beware 
of an ambuſh or ſurprize, | Inſtead of regarding this 
Yr | 7 ſalutary 
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FUTON caution; his conceit of his own ablesen r. | 


made him diſdain to aſk the opinion of any under 


his command; and the Indians, who would have 59 


been his ſafeſt guards againſt this danger in parti- 
cular, were fo diſguſted by the haughtineſs of his 
behaviour, that moſt of them forſook his banners. 
Under theſe diſadvantages he began his march from 
Fort- Cumberland on the tenth of June, at the head 
of about two thouſand two hundred men, for the 
Meadows, where Colonel Waſhington was defeated 
the year before. Upon his arrival there, he was in- 
formed that the French at Fort du Queſne, which 
had lately been built on the ſame river, near its con- 
fluence with the Monangahela, expected a reinforce- 
ment of five hundred regular troops: therefore, that 
he might march with the greater diſpatch, he left 
Colonel Dunbar, with eight hundred men, to bring 
up the proviſions, ſtores, and heavy baggage, as faſt 
as the nature of the ſervice would permit; and with 


the other twelve hundred, together with ten pieces 


of cannon, and the neceſſary ammunition and pro- 
viſions, he marched on with ſo much expedition, 
that he ſeldom took any time to reconnoitre the woods 
or. thickets he was to paſs through; as if the nearer . 
he approached the enemy, the farther he was removed 
from danger. 

IX. On the eighth of July, he encamped within 
ten miles of Fort du Queſne. Though Colonel 
Dunbar was then near forty miles behind him, and 
his officers, particularly Sir Peter Halket, earneſtly 
entreated him to proceed with caution, and to em- 
ploy the friendly Indians who were with him, by way 
of adyanced guard, in caſe of ambuſcades; yet he 
reſumed his march the next day, without fo much as 
endeavouring to obtain any intelligence of the fitua- 
tion or diſpoſition of the enemy, or even ſending. 
out any ſcouts to viſit the woods and thickets on 
both ſides of him, as well as in front. With this 
careleſſneſs he was advancing, when, about noon, he 

| | was 
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BOOK was ſaluted with a general fire upon his front, and 

III. all along bis left flank, from an enemy fo artfully 
concealed behind the trees and buſhes, that not a 
man of them could be ſeen. The vanguard imme- 
diately fell back upon the main body, and in an 
inſtant the panick and confuſton became general ; ſo 
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form regularly, and advance. 


that moſt of the troops fled with great precipitation, 


notwithſtanding all that their officers, ſome of whom 


behaved very gallantly, could do to ſtop their career, 


As to Braddock himſelf, inſtead of ſcouring the 
thickets and buſhes from whence the fire came, with 


grape-ſhot from the ten pieces of cannon he had with 


him, or ordering flanking parties of his Indians to 
advance againſt the enemy, he obſtinately remained 
upon the ſpot where he was, and gave orders for the 
few brave officers and men who ſtaid with him, to 


Mean while his men 


fell thick about him, and almoſt all his officers were. 


ſingled out, one after another, and killedor wounded; 


for the Indians, who always take aim when they fire, 
and aim chiefly at the officers, diſtinguiſhed them by 
their dreſs. At laſt, the General, whoſe obſtinacy 
ſeemed to increaſe with the danger, after having had 


| ſome horſes ſhot under him, received a muſket ſhot 


through the right arm and lungs, of which he died 
in a few hours, having been carried off the field by 
the bravery of Lieutenant-Colonel Gage, and another 
of his officers. \ When he dropped, the confuſion of 
the few that remained turned it into a downright and 
very diſorderly flight acroſs a river which they had 
juſt paſſed, though no enemy appeared, or attempred 
to attack them. All the artillery, ammunition, and 
baggage of the army were left to the enemy, and, 


among the reſt, the General's cabinet, with all his 
letters and inſtructions, which the French court af- 


terwards made great uſe of in their printed memo- 
rials or manifeſtoes. The loſs of the Engliſh in this 
unhappy affair amounted to ſeven hundred men. 


Their officers, in particular, ſuffered much 


more 
than 


332% “ 
than in the ordinary proportion of battles in Europe. n AP. 
Sir Peter Halket fell by the very firſt fire, at the TV _ 
head of his regiment; and the General's Secretary, 
ſon to Governor Shirley, was killed ſoon after. Nei- 
ther the number of men which the enemy had in 
this engagement, nor the loſs which they ſuſtained, 
could be ſo much as gueſſed at: but the French af- 
terwards gave out, that their number did not, in the 
whole, exceed four hundred men, moſtly Indians ; 
and that their loſs was quite inconſiderable, as it pro- 
bably was, becauſe they lay concealed in ſuch a man- 
ner that the Engliſh knew not whither to point their 
muſkets. The panick of theſe laſt continued fo 
long, that they never ſtopped till they met the rear 
diviſion; and even then they infected thoſe troops 
with their terrours ; fo that the army retreated with= 
out ſtopping, till they reached Fort-Cumberland, 
though the enemy did not ſo much as attempt to 
purſue, nor ever appeared in fight, either in the 
battle, or after the defeat. On the whole, this was 
perhaps the moſt extraordinary victory that ever 
was obtained, and the fartheſt flight that ever was 
made. | | | 
X. Had the ſhattered remains of this army 

continued at Fort-Cumberland, and fortified them- 

ſelves there, as they might eaſily have done during 

the reſt of the ſummer, they would have been ſuch - 

a check upon the French and their ſcalping Indians, 

as would have prevented many of thoſe ravages that 

were committed in the enſuing-winter upon the 

weſtern borders of Virginia and Pennſylvania ; but, 

inſtead of taking that prudent ſtep, their commander 

left only the ſick and wounded at that fort, under 

the protection of two companies of the provincial 

militia, poſted there by way' of garriſon, and began 

his march on the ſecond of Auguſt, with about fix- 

teen hundred men, from Philadelphia; where thoſe _ 

troops could be of no immediate ſervice. From 

thence they were ordered away to Albany, in New- 
Vox. III. 9 Ten, > 
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oo R York, by General Sbitley, on whom the chief com- 


mand of the troops in America had deyolved by the 
death of Major-General Braddack. Virginia, Ma- 


ryland, and Pennſylyania, were by theſe means left 


entirely to take care of themſelves, which they might 


have dane effectually, had they been united in their 


councils: but the uſual diſputes, between their go- 
vernors and afſemblies, defeated every ſalutary plan 
that was propoſed. Pennſylvania, the moſt powerful 
of the three, was rendered quite impotent, either for 
its own defence, or that of its neighbours, by theſe 


unhappy conteſts ; though, at laſt, the Aſſembly of 


that province, ſenſible of the danger to which they 
were expoſed, and ſeeing the abſolute neceſſity of 
roviding a ſtanding military force, and of erecting 
ome forts to defend their weſtern frontier, paſſed a 
bill for raiſing fiſty thouſand pounds. But even this 
ſum, ſmall as it was, even to a degree of ridicule, 


conſidefing the richneſs of the province, and the 


extent of its frontier, could not be obtained; the 
Governor poſitively refuſing to give his aſſent to the 
act of the Aſſembly, becauſe they had taxed the pro- 
prietaries eſtates equally with thoſe of the inhabitants, 
which, he faid, he was ordered by his inſtructions 
not to conſent to, nor indeed any new tax upon the 
proprietaries; and the Aſſembly conſiſting chiefly of 
members whoſe eſtates lay in the eaſtern or interior 


| Parts of the province, as poſitively refuſing to alter 
their bill, 


One would be apt to think, that, in a 
caſe of ſuch. urgent neceſſity, the Governor might 
have ventured to give his aſſent to the bill under a 
proteſt, that it ſhould not prejudice the rights of the 


Proprietaries upon any future occaſion : but as he 


did not, the bill was dropped, and the province 
left defenceleſs ; by which means it afterwards ſuf- 


_ fered ſeverely; to the deſtruction of many of the 


poor inhabitants upon the weſtern frontier, and to 


the impreſſing the Indians with a contemptible opi- 
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$ XI. Our colonies to the north of Pennſylvania 
were more active, and more ſucceſsful in their pre- 
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parations for war. New-York, following the example 


of New-England, paſſed an act to prohibit the ſend- 


ing of proviſions to any French port or ſettlement. 


on the continent of North-America, or any of the 
adjacent iſlands ; and alſo for raiſing forty-five thou» 


ſand pounds, on eſtates real and perſonal, for the 


better defence of their colony, which lay more ex- 


poſed than any other to a French invaſion from 
Crown-Point, However, this ſum, great as it might 


ſeem to them, was far from being ſufficient ; nor, 
indeed, could they have provided properly for their 
ſecurity, without the aſſiſtance of our other colonies 
to the eaſt of them; but with their help, and the 
additional ſuccour of the ſmall body of regular 
troops expected under Colonel Dunbar, they boldly 


reſolved upon offenſive meaſures, which, when prac= 


ticable, are always the ſafeſt; and two expeditions, 
one againſt the French fort at Crown-Point, and the 


other againſt their fort at Niagara, between the lakes 


Ontario and Erie, were ſet on foot at the ſame time. 
The former of theſe expeditions was appointed to be 
executed under the command of General Johnſon, a 
native of Ireland, who had long reſided upon the 


Mohock river, in the weſtern parts of New-York, | 


where he had acquired a conſiderable eſtate, and was 
univerſally beloved, not only by the inhabitants, but 
alſo by the neighbouring Indians, whoſe language he 
had learnt, and whoſe affections he had gained by 
his humanity towards them. The expedition againſt 
Niagara was commanded by General Shirley himſelf. 

XII. The rendezvous of the troops for both 


theſe expeditions was appointed to be at Albany, 


where molt of them arrived before the end of June: 
bur the artillery, batteaux, proviſions, and other 
neceſſaries for the attempt upon Crown-Point, could 
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beſlides Indians, raiſed by the governments of Boſton, 
Connecticut, New. Hampſhire, Rhode-Iſland, and 


neral Johnſon ſet out with them from Albany for the 
Carrying- place from Hudſon's river to Lake. 
George. There the troops had already arrived, un- 


der the command of Major-General Lyman, and 


conſiſted of between five and ſix thouſand men, 


New-York. Every thing was then prepared as faſt 
as poſſible for a march; and towards the end of the 
month, General Johnſon advanced about fourteen 
miles forward with his troops, and encamped in a 


very ſtrong ſituation, covered on each fide by a thick 


wooded ſwamp, by Lake-George in his rear, and by 


a breaſt-work of trees, cut down for that purpoſe, 


in his front. Here he reſolved to wait the arrival 
of his batteaux, and afterwards to proceed to Ticon- 
deroga, at the other end of the lake, from whence 
it was but about fifteen miles to the fort at the ſouth 
end of Lake Corlaer, or Champlain, called Fort- 


Frederick by the French, and by us Crown-Point. 


Whilſt he was thus encamped, ſome of his Indian 
ſcouts, of which he took care to ſend out numbers 
along both ſides, and to the farther end of. Lake- 


George, brought him intelligence that a conſiderable. 


number of the enemy were then on their march 
from Ticonderoga, by the way of the ſouth bay, 
towards the fortified encampment, ſince called Fort- 
Edward, which General Lyman had built at the 
Carrying-place; and in which four or five hundred 
of the New-Hampſhire and New-York men had 
been left as a garriſon. Upon this information Ge- 


- -  neral Johnſon ſent two expreſſes, one after the other, 


to Colonel Blanchard, their commander, with orders 
to call in all his out- parties, and to keep his whole 
force within the entrenchments. About twelve 
o'clock at night, thoſe who had been ſent upon the 


ſecond expreſs returned with an account of their 


having ſcen the enemy within four miles of the camp 
at 
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at the Carrying-place, which they ſcarcely doubted cn a 


their having by that time attacked. Important as 
the defence of this place was for the ſafety of the 
whole army, and imminent as the danger ſeemed to 


be, it does not appear that the General. then called 


any council of war, or refolved upon any thing for 


its relief: but early the next morning he called a 
council, wherein it was unadviſedly reſolved to de- 
tach a thouſand men, with a number of Indians, to 
intercept, or, as the General's expreſſion was in his. 
letter, to catch the enemy in their retreat, either as 
victors, or as defeated in their deſign, This expe- 
dient was reſolved on, though no one knew the 
number of the enemy, nor could obtain any infor- 
mation in that reſpe& from the Indian ſcouts, be- 
cauſe” the Indians have no words or ſigns for ex- 
preſſing any large number, which, when it exceeds. 
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their reckoning, they ſignify by pointing to the ſtars_ 


in the firmament, or to the hair of the head; and. 
this they often do to denote a number leſs than a 
thouſand, as well as to ſignify ten thouſand, or any. 


greater number. 


XIII. Between eight and nine o'clock in the 
morning a thouſand men, with two hundred Indians, 


were detached under the command of Colonel Wil- 


liams: but they had not been gone two hours, when 


thoſe in the camp began to hear a cloſe firing, at 


about three or four miles diſtance, as they judged ; 


as it approached nearer and nearer, they rightly ſup- 
poſed that their detachment was overpowered, and 


retreating towards the camp; which was ſoon con- 


firmed by ſome fugitives, and preſently after by whole 
companies, who fied back in great confuſion, In a 
very ſhort time after, the enemy appeared marching 


in regular order vp to the centre of the camp, where 
the conſternation was ſo great, that, if they had at- 
tacked the breaſt-work directly, they might probably 


have thrown all into confuſion, and obtained an eaſy 


victory ; but, fortunately for the Engliſh, m7 halted 
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thrown. into confuſion ; which was no. ſooner per- 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
Book far ſome time about an hundred and fifty yards diſ. 
III. tance, and from thence began their attack with 


platoon firing, too far off to do much hurt, eſpe- 
cially againſt troops who were defended. by a ſtrong 
breaſt-work. On the contrary, this ineffectual fire 
ſerved only to raiſe the ſpirits of theſe laſt, who, 


having prepared their artillery S the time that 
the French halted, began to play it ſo 


briſkly upon 
the enemy, that the Canadians and Indians in their 
ſervice fled immediately into the woods on each fide 
of the camp, and there ſquatted under bulbes, or 
ſkulked behind trees, from whence they continued 
firing with very little execution, moſt of their ſhot 
being intercepted by the brakes and thickets; for 
they never had the courage to advance to the verge 
of the wood. Baron Dielkau, who commanded the 
French, being thus left alone, with his regular troops, 


- at the front of the 'camp, finding he could not make 


a cloſe attack upon the centre with his ſmall number 
of men, moved firſt to the left, and then to the 


right, at both which places he endeavoured to force 
balge, but was repulſed, being unſupported by 

Inſtead of retreating, as he ought in 

prudence to have done, | he ſtill continued his pla- 


the. irregulars. 


toon and buſh-firing till four o'clock in the after- 
noon, during which time his regular troops ſuffered 
greatly by the fire from the camp, and were at laſt 


ceived by General Johnſon's men, than they, without 
waiting, for orders, leaped over their breaſt-work, 


attacked the enemy on all. ſides, and, after killing 
and taking a conſiderable number of them, entirely 
diſperſed the reſt. The French, whoſe numbers, at 
the beginning of this engagement, amounted: to 
about two thouſand men, including two hundred 


— 
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grenadiers, eight hundred Canadians, and the reſt 


lhdians of different nations, had between ſeven and 
eight hundred men killed, and thirty taken pri- 


ſopers : among the latter was Baron Dicſkay himſelf, 


pen 
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whom they found at a little diſtance from the field of CHAP. 
battle, dangerouſly wounded, and leaning on the, 
ſtump of à tree for his ſupport. * The Egelifh loft 753. 
about two hundred men, and thofe chiefly of the . 
derachment under Colonel Williams ; for they had _ | 
very few either killed or wounded in the attack upon 
their camp, and not any of diſtinction, except Colonel 
Titcomb killed, and the General himſelf nd Major 
Nichols wounded. Among the lain of the detach- 
ment, which would probably have been entirely cut 
off had not Lieutenant-Colonel Cole been ſenr out 
from the camp with three hundred men, with which 
he ſtopped the enemy*s purſuit, and covered the re- 
treat of His friends, were Colonel Williams, Major 
Aſtley, fix captains, and ſeveral ſubalcerns, beſide 
private men; and the Indians reckoned that they had 
loſt forty men, , beſides rhe brave old' Hendrick, the 
Mohock' Sachem, or chief Captain. 1 
XIV. When Baron Dieſkau ſet out from Ticon- 
deroga, his deſign was only to ſurptize and cut off 
the entrenched camp, now called Fort- Edward, at 
the Carrying-place, where there were but four or 
five liundred men. If he had executed this ſcheme, 
our army would have been thrown into great diffi- 
culties ; for it could neither have proceeded farther, 
nor have ſubſiſted where it was, and he might have I 
found an opportunity to attack it with great advan- | 
tage in its retreat. But when he was within four or 
five miles of that fort, his people were informed 
that there were ſTveral cannon there, and none at the 
camp; upon which they all defired to be led on to 
this laſt, which he the more readily conſented to, as 
he himſelf had been told by an Enghlſh'” prifoner,” 
who had left this camp but a few days before, that 
it was quite defenceleſs, being without any lines, and 
deſtitute of ' cannon ; which, in effect, was true at 
that time; for the cannon did not arrive, nor was 
the breaſt· work erected, till about two days before 
the engagement. To this miſinformation, thefe- 
TTT fore, 
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BOOK fore, mult-be'imputed this ſtep; which would other- 
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wiſe be inconſiſtent with the general character and 
abilities of Baron Dieſkau. A leſs juſtifiable error 
ſcems to have been committed by Genetal Johnſon, 
in not detaching a party to purſue the enemy when 
they were defeated and fled, | Perhaps he was pre- 
vented from ſo doing by the ill fate of the detach- 
ment he had ſent out in the morning under Colonel 


Williams. However that may be, his neglect, in this 
reſpect, had like to have been fatal the next day to 


a detachment ſent from Fort Edward, conſiſting of 
an hundred and twenty men of the New-Hampſhire 


regiment, under Captain M*Ginnes, as a reinforce- 


ment to the army at the camp. This party fell in 


with between three and four hundred men of Dieſ- 
kau's troops, near the ſpot where Colonel Williams 
had been defeated the day before; but M Ginnes 


having timely notice by his ſcouts of the approach 


of an enemy, made ſuch à diſpoſition, that he not 
only repulſed the aſſailants, but defeared and entirely 
diſperſed them, with-che loſs only of two men killed, 


eleven wounded, and five miſſing. He himſelf un- 


fortunately died of the wounds he received in this 


engagement, a ſew days after he arrived at the camp 
n {24G op GE ane 

XV. It was now judged too late in the year to 
proceed to the attack of Crown- Point, as it would 


have been neceſſary, in that cafe, to build a ſtrong 


fort in the place where the camp then was, in order 
to ſecure a communication with Albany, from whence 
only the troops could expect to be reinforced,” or 


ſupplied with freſn ſtores of ammunition or provi- 
ſions. They, therefore, ſet out upon their return 
ſoon after this engagement, having firſt erected a 


little ſtockaded fort, at the hither end of Lake 


George, in which they left a ſmall. garriſon, as a 


future prey for the enemy a misfortune which might 
__ _ -eafily have been foreſeen, becauſe this whole army, 


being country militia, was to be diſbanded, . and 
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return to their reſpective homes, as they actually did CHAP. _ 
ſoon: after their retreat to Albany, This was all. FP 
the glory, this all the advantage, that the Engliſh 
nation acquired by ſuch an expenſive expedition. 
But ſo little had the Engliſh been accuſtomed of late 
to hear of victory, that they rejoiced at this advan- 
tage, as if it had been an action of the greateſt con- 
ſequence. The General was highly applauded for 
his conduct, and liberally rewarded; for he was 
created a baronet by his Majeſty, and ' preſented F 
with five thouſand pounds by the Parliament. 
$ XVI. The preparations for General Shirley's ex- 
pedition againſt Niagara were not only : deficient, 
but ſhamefully Now ; though it was well known that 
even the poſſibility of his ſucceſs muſt, ina great 
meaſure, depend upon his ſetting out early in the 
year, as will appear to any perſon that conſiders the 
ſituation of our fort at Oſwego; this being the only - 
way by which he could proceed to Niagara. Oſ- f 
wago lies on the ſouth-eaſt ſide of the lake Ontario, 
near three hundred miles almoſt due-weſt from 
Albany in New-York. The way to it from thence, 
though long and tedious, is the more convenient, 
as the far greateſt part of it admits of water· carriage, 
by what the inhabitants call batteaux, which are a 
kind of light flat bottomed boats, wideſt in the mid- 
dle, and pointed at each end, of about fiſteen hun- 
dred weight burden, and managed by two men, 
| called batteau men, with paddles and ſetting poles, 
the rivers being in many places too narrow to ad- 
mit of oars. From Albany to the village of Shenec- 
tady, about ſixteen miles, is a good waggon- road. 
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| From-thence to the little Falls in-the Mohock river, | 
being ſixty five miles, the paſſage is by water-car- | 
riage up that river, and conſequently againſt the Wh. 
ſtream, which in many places is ſomewhat rapid, 
and in others ſo ſhallow, that, when the river is 
low, the watermen are obliged to get out, and 
e eee e, 
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BOOK Falls is à poſtage, or land carriage, for about a 
1 mile, over 4 ground ſo marſhy, that it will not bear 
1755. any wherl- carriage: but a colony of Germans ſettled 


there, attend with fledges, on which they draw the 
loaded batteaux to the next place of 'embarkation 
upon the ſame river. From thente they proceed by 
water up that river, for fifty miles, to the Carrying- 
place, near the head of it, where there is another 
poſtage, the length of which depends upon the dry- 
neſs or wetneſs of the ſeaſon, but is generally above 
ſix or eight miles over in the ſummer months. 
Here the batteaux are again carried upon fledges, 
till they come to a narrow river called Wood's 
Creek, down which they are wafted on a gentle 
ſtream, for about forty miles, into the lake Oneyada, 
which ſtretches from eaſt to weſt about thirty miles, 
and is paſſed with great eaſe and ſafety in calm wea- 


ther. At the weſtern end of this lake is the river Onon- 


daga, which, after a courſe of between twenty and 
thirty miles, unites with the river Cayuga, or Seneca, 
and their united ſtreams run into the lake Ontario, at 
the place where Oſwego fort is ſituated. But this 
river is ſo rapid as to be ſometimes dangerous, be- 
ſides its being full of rifts and rocks; and about 
twelve miles on this ſide of Oſwego there is a fall 
of eleven feet perpendicular, where there is conſe- 
quently a poſtage, which, however, does not exceed 
forty yards. From thence the paſſage is eaſy,” quite 
to Oſwego. The lake Ontario, on which this fort 
ſtands, is near two hundred and eighty leagues in 
circumference: its figure is oval, and its depth runs 
from twenty to twenty-five fathoms. On the north 
fide of it ate ſeveral little gulfs, There is a commu- 


nication between this lake and that of the Hurons 


by the river Tanaſuate, from whence it is a land 
carriage of ſix or eight leagues to the river Toronto, 
which falls into it. The French have two forts of 
_ conſequence on this lake; Frontenac, which com- 
mands the river St. Lawrence, where the lake com- 


” ene ws; 
municates with it; and Niagara, which. commands c Hf. 
the communication between the lake Ontario and 
the lake Erie. But of theſe forts, and this laſt lake, 755. 
which. is one of the fineſt in the world, we ſhall 

have occaſion to ſpeak hereafter. - 5 

$ XVII. Though we had long been in poſſeſſion 
of fort Oſwego, and though it lay greatly expoſed to, 
the French, particularly to thoſe of Canada, upon 
any rupture between the two nations, we had never. 
taken care to render it tolerably defenſible, or even 
to build a ſingle veſſel fit for navigating the lake: 
nor was this ſtrange neglect ever taken effectual no- 
tice of, till the begmning of this year, when, ata, 
meeting which General, Braddock had in April with 
the governors and chief gentlemen of ſeveral of our 
colonies at Alexandria, in Virginia, it was reſolved — - 
to ſtrengthen both the fort and garriſon at Oſwego, 
and to build ſome large veſſels at that place, Ac-, 
cordingly a number of ſhipwrights and workmen, 
were ſent thither in May and June. At the ſame, 
time Captain Bradſtreet marched thither with two 
companies of an hundred men each, to reinforce. 
the hundred that were there before under Captain, 
King, to which number the garriſon had been in- 
creaſed fince our conteſts with France began to grow: 
ſerious. For a long time before, not above twenty-, 
five men, were left to defend this poſt, which from 
its great importance, and the ſituation of affairs ar 
this juncture, moſt certainly required a much 
ſtronger gatriſon than was put into it even at this, 
juncture: but œconomy was the chief thing con- 
ſulted in the beginning of this war, and to that 
in a great meaſure, was owing its long duration. 

$ XVII. From the above deſcription of the 

paſſage from Albany to Oſwego, it is plain how ne- 

ceſſary it was that the troops intended for this expe- 
dition ſhould have ſet out carly in the ſpring. But 
inſtead of that, the very firſt of them, Colonel 
Schuyler's Ney - Jerſey regiment, did not begin their 
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B OO Kk Shirley's and Pepperell's regiments were preparing to 
III. follow, the melancholy account of Braddock's diſ- 


27 


aſter arrived at Albany, where it ſo damped the 
ſpirits of the people, and ſpread ſuch a terror, that 
many of the troops deſerted, and moſt of the battcau 
rhen diſperſed, and ran home, by which means 
even all the neceſſary ſtores could not be carried 
along with the troops. Notwitkſtanding this diſ- 
appointment, General Shirtey ſer out from Albany 
before the end of July, with as many of the troops 
and ſtores as he could procure a conveyance for, 
hoping to be joined in his route by great numbers 
of the Indians of the Six Nations, to whom he ſent 


Invitations to that effect as he paſſed by their ſettle. 


ments: but they, inſtead of complying with his de- 


. fire, abſolutely declared againſt all hoſtilities on that 


ſide of the country; and inſiſted that Oſwego, bein 
a" place of traffick and peace, ought not to be 2 
turbed either by the Engliſh or the French, as if 
they could have perſuaded both parties to agree to 
ſuch a local truce. Upon this refuſal, Mr. Shirley 
proceeded forward, being joined by very few In- 


dians, and arrived at Oſwego on the ſeventeenth or 


eighteenth of Avguſt; but the reſt of the troops 


and artillery did not arrive till the laſt day of that 
month; and, even then, their Rore of proviſions 
was not ſufficient to enable them to proceed againſt 
Niagara, though ſome tolerable good veſſels had 
by this time been built and got ready. for that pur- 
poſe. The General now reſolved to take but fix 
hundred men with him for the attack of Niagara, 
and to leave the reſt of his army, conſiſting of about 
fourreen hundred more, at Oſwego, to defend that 
place, iu caſe the French ſhould attack it in his 


abſence, which there was reaſon to apprehend they 
might, as they had then a conſiderable force at Fort 


Frontenac, from whence they could eaſily croſs over 
the lake Ontario to Oſwego. However, he was 
ſtill obliged to wait at Ofwego' for proviſions, of 


which-at length a ſmall ſupply arrived on the twenty 
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ſixth of September, barely ſufficient-to ſupport his 
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men during their intended expedition, and to allow 3 


twelve days ſhort ſubſiſtence for: thoſe he left behind. 
But by this time the rainy boiſterous ſeaſon -had - 


1755 


begun, on which account moſt of his Indians had 


already left him, and were returned home; and the 
few that remained with him declared that there was 
no croſſing the lake Ontario in batteaux at that ſea- 
ſon, or any time before the next ſummer. In this 


perplexity he called a council of war, which, after 


weighing all circumſtances, unanimouſly reſolved to 
defer the attempt upon Niagara till the next year, 
and to employ the troops, whilſt they remained at 
Oſwego, in building barracks, and erecting, or at 
leaſt beginning to ere, two new forts, one on the 


eaſt ſide of the river Onondaga, four hundred and 


fifty wards diſtant from the old fort, which it was to 


command, as well as the entrance of the harbour, 


and to be called Ontario-fort; and the other four 
hundred and fifty yards weſt of the old fort, to be 
called Oſwego new fort. 


$ XIX. Theſe things being agred on, General 
Shirley, with the greateſt part o 


Mercer, with a garriſon of about ſeven hundred 
men, at Oſwego; though repeated advice had been 
received, that the French had then ar leaſt a thou- 
ſand men at their fort of Frontenac, upon the ſame 


lake: and, what was ſtill worſe, the new forts were 
not yet near completed; but left to be finiſhed by 


the hard labour of Colonel Mercer and his little 
garriſon,” with the addition of this melancholy eir- 
cumſtance, that, if beſieged by the enemy in the 
winter, it would not be poſſible for his friends to 


come to his aſſiſtance. Thus ended this year's un- 


fortunate campaign, during which the French, with 
the aſſiſtance of their Indian allies, continued their 


murders, ſcalping,. captivating, . and. laying waſte 


the troops under 
his command, ſet out on his return to Albany on 


the twenty-fourth of October, leaving Colonel 
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XX. The miniſters of the two jarring powers 
were very buſily employed this year at moſt of the 
courts of Europe; but their tranſactions were kept 
extremely ſecret. The French endeavoured to in- 
ſpire the Spaniards with a jealouſy of the ſtrength of 
the Engliſh by ſea, eſpecially in America; and the 
Spaniſh court ſeemed inclined to accept of the office 


of mediator : but Mr. Wall, who was perfectly well 


acquainted with the ſtate of affairs between England 
and France, ſeconded the repreſentations of the 
Britiſh miniſtry, which demonſtrated, that, how- 
ever willing Great-Britain-might be to accept of the 
mediation of Spain, ſhe could not agree to any 
ſuſpenſion of arms in America, which France inſiſted 
on as a preliminary condition, without hazarding 
the whole of her intereſt there; and that the ca 


tures which had been made by the Engliſh were the 
. neceſſary conſequence- of the encroachments and 
injuſtice of the French, particularly in thai country, 


Upon this remonſtrance, all further talk of the me- 


diation of Spain was dropped, and the miniſtry of 
Verſailles had recourſe to the Princes of Germany; 


amongſt whom the Elector of Cologn was ſoon 
brought over to their party, ſo as to conſent to their 
forming magazines in his territories in Weſtphalia. 
This was a plain indication of their deſign againſt 


Hanover, which they ſoon after made his Britan- 
nick Majeſty, who was then at Hanover, an offer 


of ſparing, if he would agree to certain conditions 


of neutrality for that electorate, which he rejected 
with diſdain. Then the Count D'Aubeterre, envoy 
extraordinary from France at the court of Vienna, 
propoſed a ſecret negociation with the miniſters of 


the wer ps ee The ſecret articles of the 
treaty of Peterſburgh, between the two Empreſſes, 


had ſtipulated a kind of partition of the Pruſſian 
territories, in caſe that Prince ſhould infringe the 
| „ ay 


[ 
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treaty. of Dreſden; but his Britannick Majeſty, On E F. is 
though often invited, had always refufed to agree to | 
any ſuch ſtipulation; and the King of Poland, how- 17355 
ſoever he might be inclined to favour the ſcheme, | þ 
did not dare to avow it formally, till matters ſhould | = 
be more. ripe for carring it into execution. The = 
court of Vienna, whoſe favourite meaſure this was, 
began to liſten to D'Aubeterre's infinuations, and 
by degrees entered into negociations with him, 
which, in the end, were productive of that unnatural 
confederacy between the Empreſs: Queen and the 
King of France, of which further notice will be taken 
in the occurrences of the next year, when the treaty 
between them, into which they afterwards found 
means ſecretly. to bring the Empreſs of Ruſſia, was 
concluded at Verſailles. wy ER 

$ XXl, The King of England taking it for 
granted that the French would invade Hanover, in 
conſequence of their rupture with Great-Britain, 
which feemed to be near at hand, began to take 
meaſures for the defence of that electorate. To this 
end, during his ſtay at Hanover, he concluded, on 
the eighteenth of June, a treaty with the Landgrave 
of Heſſe-Cafſel, by which his Serene Highneſs en- 
gaged to hold in readineſs, during four years, for 
his Majeſty's ſervice, a body of eight thouſand 
men, to be employed, if required, upon the con- 
tient, or in Britain or Ireland; but not on board 
the fleet, or beyond the ſeas : and alſo, if his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty ſhould judge it neceſſary or advan- 
tageous for his ſervice, to furniſh and join to this 
body of eight thouſand men, within fix months 
after they ſhould be demanded, four thouſand more, 
of which ſeven hundred were to be horſe or dragoons, 
and each regiment of infantry to have two field 
pieces of cannonꝰ. Another treaty was begun with - 
as | 335 
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tereſt was at leaſt as neceſſary towards forming a 
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Ruſſia about the ſame time; but this did not take 


effect during his Majeſty's reſidence at Hanover: 
that others were not concluded was the more ſur- 
priſing, as our ſubſidy treaty with Saxony had then 
expired, and that with Bavaria was near expiring, 
and as the ſecuring of theſe two Princes in our in- 


| ſufficient confederacy upon the continent for the 


defence of Hanover, as it was to ſecure the Land- 
grave of Heſſe-Cafſel. If the reaſon of their not 
being engaged, and no other ſeems ſo probable, 
was, that they refuſed to renew their treaties with 
England upon any terms, all that can be ſaid is, 


that they were guilty of flagrant ingratitude, as they 
| had both received a ſubſidy from this kingdom for 
many years in time of. peace, when they neither were 
nor could be of any ſervice to the intereſt of Great- 


Britain. | 


XXII. On the fifteenth of July an-expreſs ar- 


rived from Admiral Boſcawen, with an account of his 


having taken the two French ſhips of war, the Alcide 


and the Lys. This was certainly contrary to the 


expectation of the court of France; for had they ap- 
prehended any ſuch attack, they would not have 


ordered Mr. M'Namara to return to Breſt with the 


. chief part of their ſquadron ; nor was it, perhaps, 


leſs 


crowns banco for every foot ſoldier; the crown to be reckoned at 
fifty three ſols of Holland, or at four ſhillings and nine pence three 
farthings Engliſh money; and alſo to pay to his Serene Highneſs, 
for the eight thouſand men, an annual ſubſidy of an hundied and 
fifty thouſand crowns banco, during the four years, to commence 
from the day of ſigning the treaty ; which ſubfidy was to be increaſed 


to three hundred thouland crowhs yearly, from the time of requiring 


the troops, to the time of their entering into Britiſh pay, and in caſe 
of their being diſmiſſed, the ſaid ſubſidy of three hundred thouſand 
crowns was then to revive and be continued during the reſidue of the 
term ; but, if twelve thouſand men were 3 and furniſhed, the 


|  ſubfidy was then to be increaſed in proportion; and in caſe the King 


of Great-Britain ſhould at any time think fit to ſend back theſe troops, 


before the expiration of the treaty, notice thereof was to be given to 


his Serene Highneſs three months beforehand ;; one month's pay was to 


be allowed them for their return, and they were to be furniſhed gratis 


with the necellary tranſport veſſels. 
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leſs contrary to the expectation of ſome of our own HA r. 


miniſtry: but as matters had been carried ſo far, 


it was then too late to retreat; and, therefore, orders 17356. 


were ſoon after given to all our ſhips of war to make 
repriſals upon the French, by taking their ſhips 
wherever they ſhould meet them. Sir Edward 
Hawke ſailed from Portſmouth on the twenty firſt 

of July, with eighteen ſhips of war, to watch the 
retutn of the French fleet from America, which, 
however, eſcaped him, and arrived at Breſt on the 
third day of September. Commodore Frankland 
ſailed from Spithead for the Weſt- Indies on the 
thirteenth of Auguſt with four ſhips of war, fur- 
niſhed with orders to commit hoſtilities, as well as 
to protect our trade and ſugar iſlands from any 

inſult that the French might offer; and the Duke 
de Mirepoix, their ambaſſador at the court of 
London, ſet out for Paris on the twenty - ſecond 
of July, without taking leave. 
S XXIII. A war being thus in ſome meaſure 

begun, his Majeſty thought proper, perhaps for 


that reaſon, to return to his Britiſh dominions ſooner, 


than, uſual; for; he left Hanover on the eighth of 
September, and arrived on the fifteenth at Kenſing- 
ton, where the treaty of alliance between him and 
the Empreſs of Ruſſia, which he had begun during 
his abſence, was concluded on the thirtieth of the 
ſame month. By this treaty her Ruſſian Majeſty 
engaged to hold in readineſs in Livonia, upon the 
ſrontiers of Lithuania, a. body of troops conſiſting 
of forty thouſand infantry, with the neceſſary artil- 
lery, and fifteen thouſand cavalry; and alfo on the 
coaſt of the ſame province, forty or fifty gallies, 
with the neceſſary crews; to be ready to act, upon 
the figſt order, in his Majeſty's ſervice, in caſe, 
ſaid the fifth article; which was the moſt remarkable, 
that the dominions of his Britannick Majeſty in 
Germany ſhould be invaded on account of the in- 
tcreſts or diſputes which regard his kingdoms ; her 
Vor. III. "> $3... oe NOONE 
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| BOOK Imperial Majeſty declaring that ſhe would look upon 
m ſuch an inyaſion as a caſe of the alliance of the year 
Yam 1735. one thouſand ſeven hundred and forty-two; and 


Majeſty, or his allies, ſhould be ſomewhere attacked; 
in which caſe the Ruſſian General ſhould march, as 


gallies the other ten thouſand infantry to make a 


from the day of the exchange of the ratifications, to 


march out of Ruſſia; from which day the annual 


ways four months in advance, until the troops 
tion of the ſaid troops, further engaged, that, in 


the Baltick a ſquadron of his . ſhips, of a force 
. ſuitable to the circumſtances. This was the chief 
ſubſtance of the treaty, which, by agreement of both 


change of the ratifications : but in the ſeventh article 
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that the ſaid dominions ſhould be therein compriſed 
in this teſpect: but neither theſe troops nor gallies 
were to be put in motion, unleſs bis Britannick 


ſoon as poſſible after requiſition, to make a diver- 
ſion with thirty thouſand infantry and fiſteen thou- 
ſand cavalry; and ſhould embark on board the 


deſcent according to the exigency of the affair 
On the other ſide, his Britannick Majeſty engaged 
to pay to her Ruſſian: Majeſty an annual ſublidy of 
an hundred thouſand pounds ſterling a-year, each 


year to be paid in advance, and to be reckoned 
the day that theſe troops ſhould upon requiſition 


ſublidy to her Imperial Majeſty was to be five 
hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, to be paid al. 


ſhould return into the Ruſſian dominions, and for 
three months after their return. His Britannick 
Majeſty, who was to be at liberty to ſend once 
every year into the faid province of Livonia a com- 
miſſary, to ſee and examine the number and condi- 


caſe her Ruſſian Majeſty. ſhould be diſturbed in this 
diverſion, or attacked herſelf, he would furniſh im- 
mediately the ſuccour ſtipulated in the treaty of 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and forty-two ; and that, 
in caſe a war ſhould break out, he would ſend: into 


parties, was to. ſubſiſt for four years from the ex- 


-- theſe 
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theſe! words were unluckily inſerted: # Confidering e NA F. 
alſo the proximity of the countries wherein the diver-c 
ſion. in queſtion: will probably be made, and the 175686. 


facility her troops will probably have of bent. 
immediately in an enemy's country, ſhe takes upo 
herſelf alone, during ſuch a diverſion, the ſubſiſtence 


and treatment of the ſaid troops by ſea and land.“ 
And is the eleventh article it was ſtipulated, - that 


all the plunder the Rufſian army ſhould take from 


the enemy ſhould belong to them. That his Bri- 


tannick Majeſty, Who now knew enough of the 
court of Vienna to be ſenfible that he could expect 
no aſſiſtance from thence, in caſe his German do- 
minions were: invaded, ſhould enter into this con- 
vention with the Empreſs of Ruſſia, in order to 


ſtrengthen his defence upon the continent, was ex- 


tremely natural; eſpecially as he had lately lived in 


great friendſhip with her, and her tranſactions with 


the court of France had been ſo ſecret, by paſſin 
through only. that of Vienna, that he had not 2 
been informed of them; neither had the project of 
the treaty of Verſailles then come to his know- 


ledge,” or to that of the King of Pruſſia, nor had 


either of theſe Princes yet made any format advances 
to the other. CCC 
XXIV. The firſt intimation that appeared pub- 
lickly of the negociations of France with the Em- 
preſs of Germany, was, when the French miniſter, 
Count d'Aubeterre, declared at Vienna, That 
« the warlike deſigns with which the King his maſ- 


© ter. was charged, were ſufficiently confuted by his 
« great moderation, of which all Europe had mani- 


“ fold proofs: that his Majeſty was perſuaded this 


« groundleſs charge had given as much indignation _ 


to their Imperial Majeſties as to himſelf : that he 
% was firmly reſolved to preſerve to Chriſtendom 
* that tranquillity which it enjoyed through his good 
« faith, in religiouſly obſerving the treaty of Aix- 
la Chapelle: but that if his Britannick Majeſty's 
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et ed in America, by furniſhing ſuccours to the 
« Engliſh, his Majeſty would be authoriſed to con- 
te ſider and treat them as principals in it.” France 
likewiſe made the ſame declaration to other courts. 
8 XXV. The words and ſtipulation in the above 
recited clauſe, in the ſeventh article of the treaty of 
Greatr=-Britain with Ruſſia, were looked on as a me- 
nace levelled at the King of Pruſſia, who, having 
ſome time-after found means to procure a copy of 
this treaty, and ſeeing it in that light, boldly de- 
clared, by his miniſters at all the courts of Europe, 
that he would oppoſe, with his utmoſt force, the 
enterance of any foreign troops into the empire, 
under any pretence whatever. This declaration 
was particularly diſpleaſing to the French, who had 
already marched large bodies of troops towards the 
frontiers of the empire, and erected ſeveral great 
magazines 1n Weſtphalia, with the permiſſion of the 
Elector of Cologn, for which the Engliſh miniſtet 
at his court was, in Auguſt, ordered to withdraw 
from thence without taking leave. However, as 


ſoon as this declaration of the King of Prufſia was 


notified to the court of Verſailles, they ſent an Am- 
baſſador Extraordinary, the Duke de Nivernois, to 


Berlin, to try to perſuade his Majeſty to retract his 


declaration, and enter into a new alliance with them. 


His Pruſſian, Majeſty received this Ambaſſador in 


ſuch a manner, as ſeemed to denote a diſpoſition to 
agree to every thing he had to propoſe.” This 
awakened in England a jealouſy that his declaration 
alone was not to be relied on, but that it was ne- 
ceſſary to bring him under ſome ſolemn engagement; 


eſpecially as the French had by this time a numerous 
army near the Lower Rhine, with magazines pro- 


vided for their march all the way to Hanover; and 


if the King of Pruſſia ſuffered them to paſs through 


bis dominions, that electorate muſt be ſwallowed up 
beforeche Ruſſianauxiliaries could poſſibly be brought 
1 | 8 thither, 
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thither, or any army be formed for proteſting it ®.CH AR 
For this reaſon a negociation was fer on foot by .. 
Great-Britain at Berlin; but as it was not concluded je 
before the beginning of the next year, we ſhall defer cine 
entering into the particulars of it, till we come to 
that period, - | | CEN EA 1 

F XXVI. Meanwhile the French made another 
attempt upon the court of Madrid, loudly complain- 
ing of the taking of their two men of war by Boſ- 
cawen's ſquadron, before any declaration of war wag 
made, repreſenting it as a moſt ' unjuſtifiable pro- 
ceeding, which threatened a diſſolution of all faith 
amongſt nations. This produced a ſtrong memorial 
from Sir Benjamin Keene, our miniſter at that court, 
importing, © That it was well known that the 
« French fleet carried troops, ammunition, - and 
« every thing neceſſary for defending the countries 
« which the French had unjuſtly uſurped in Ame- 
te rica, and of which the Engliſh claimed the pro- 
&« perty : that the rules of ſelf-defence authoriſe 
te every nation to render fruitleſs any attempt that 
may tend to its. prejudice: that this right had been 
* made uſe of only in taking the two French ſhips 
te of war; and that the diſtinction of place might 
« be interpreted in favour of the Engliſh, ſeeing 
© the two ſhips were taken on the coaſts of the 
* countries where the conteſt aroſe.” In anſwer to 
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this obſervation, the French miniſter repreſented the 


vaſt number of ſhips that had been taken in the 
European ſeas ; for in fa& the Engliſh ports ſoon 
began to be filled with them, in conſequence of the 
general orders for making tepriſals. But the Court 
of Madrid was fo far from being perſuaded by any 
thing he could ſay, that it gave his Britannick Ma- 
jeſty che ſttongeſt aſſurances ot its friendſhip, and of 
perhaps the Eletor of Hanover was more afraid of the Pruffian 
Monarch” than of the Moſt Chriſtian King, knowing with — 2 


and rapidity this enterpriling neighbour could, in a few days, 
ue thy hel eletorne, - * * 
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but Pruſſia itſelf: and it is no ſtrained conjecturz 


tween him and France, but ſuch as ſhovld be con- 
ciliatory, and tending to reſtore the publick tian · 
qvillity. n TI; 
8 XXVII. On the other hand, his Britannick 
Majeſty, required, as King of Great-Britain, the 
auxiliaries ſtipulated to him by treaty from the Em- 
preſs-Queen. But theſe were refuſed, under pre- 
tence, that as the conteſt between him and France 
related to America only, it was not a caſe of the alli- 
ance; though at the ſame time the French made 
no ſctuple of owning, that they intended to make a 
werfy] deſcent on Great - Britain early in the ſpring. 
When, a little while after, France being employed 
in making great preparations for a land war in Eu- 
rope, the King of England required her to defend 
her own poſſeſſions, the Barrier in the Low Coun- 
tries, with the number of men ſtipulated: by treaty, 
which countries, acquired by Engliſh blood and 
Engliſh treaſure, had been given to her on that ex- 
preſs condition, ſhe declared that ſhe could not ſpare 
troops for-that purpoſe, on account of her dangerous 
enemy the King of Pruſſia; and afterwards, when 
he was ſecured by his treaty with England, ſhe urged 
that as à reaſon for her alliance with France, It 
muſt be owned, however, for the ſake of hiſtorical 
truth, that this was no-bag reaſon, conſidering the 
power, the genius, and the character of that Prince, 
who hovered over her dominions with an army of 
one hundred and fifty thouſand veterans. It muſt 
likewiſe be owned, that ſhe undertook to re 
the French King's conſent to a neutrality for Ha- 
nover, Which would have effectually ſecured that 
electorate from the invaſion of every other power 


to ſuppoſe, that the dread of this very power was the 
true ſource of thoſe connections in Germany, which 
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make reprifals upon the French, not only in the 
ſeas of America, but alſo in thoſe of Europe, by 
taking every ſhip they could meet with, and detain= 


ing them, their cargoes, and crews; yet the French 


whether from a conſciouſneſs of their want of power 


by ſea, or that they might have a more plauſible plea 
to-repfeſent England as the aggreſſor, were ſo far 


from returning theſe hoſtilities, that their fleet, which 
eſcaped Sir Edward Hawke, having, on the thir- 
teenth of Auguſt, taken the Blandford ſhip of war 


with Governor Lyttelton on board, going to Caro- 


lina, they ſer the Governor at liberty, as ſoon as 
the court was informed of the ſhip's being brought 
into Nantes, and ſhortly after releaſed both the ſhip 
and erew. However, at the ſame time, their pre- 
parations for a land war ſtill went on with great dili- 
gence, and their utmoſt arts and efforts were fruit - 
leſsly exerted to perſuade the Spaniards and Dutch 


to join with them againſt Great- Britain. 


XXIX. Ia England, the preparations by ſea” 


became greater than ever; ſeveral new ſhips of war 
were put in commiſſion, and many others taken into 
the ſervice of the government: the exportation of 
gunpowder was forbid : the bounties to ſeamen were 
continued, and the number of thoſe that either en- 
tered voluntarily, or were preſſed, increaſed daily, 
as did alfo the captures from the French, among 
which was the Eſperance; of ſeventy guns,” taken as 
ſne was going from Rochefort to Breſt to be man- 
ned. The land forces of 'Great-Britain were like- 
wiſe ordered to be augmented; ſeveral new regi- 
ments were raiſed, and all half- pay officers, and the 
out-penſioners belonging to Chelſea-hoſpital, were 
directed to ſend in their names, ages,” and time of 
ſervice, in order that ſuch of them as were yet able 
to ſerve might be employed again if wanted. The 
Eagliſh navy, fo early as in the month of Septem- 
ber of this year, conſiſted of one ſhip of an hundred 
n VVV 
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Bo OK and ten guns, five of an hundred guns each, thir- 


155. 


_ & and honourable terms of accommodation, but that 

e none ſuch had been propoſed by France: that he 
* had alſo confined his views and operations to 
_ & hinder France from making new encroachments, 


teen of ninety, eight of eighty, five of ſeventy four, 
twenty nine of ſeventy, four of ſixty ſix, one of 
ſixty- four, thirty-three of ſixty, three of fifty-four, 
twenty-eight of fifty, four of forty-four, thirty five 
of forty; and forty-two of twenty, four floops of 
war of eighteen guns each, two of ſixteen, eleven 
of fourteen, thirteen of twelve, and one of ten, be- 
ſides a great number of bomb-ketches, fire-ſhips, 
and tenders; a force ſufficient to oppoſe the united 
maritime ſtrength of all the powers in Europe; 
whilſt that of the French, even at the end of this 
year, and including the ſhips then upon the ſtocks, 
amounted to no more than ſix ſhips of eighty guns, 
twenty-one of ſeventy four, one of ſeventy-two, 
four of ſeventy, thirty-one of ſixty-four, two of ſixty, 
ſix of fifty, and thirty-two frigates, WTO 

4 XXX, Such was the ſituation of the two king- 
doms, when, on the thirteenth of November, the 
Parliament met, and his Majeſty opened the ſeſſion 
with a ſpeech from the throne, in which he acquainted 
them That the moſt proper. meaſures had been 
te taken to protect our poſſeſſions in America, and 
ce to regain ſuch parts thereof as had been encroached 
ce upon, or invaded ; that to preſerve his people 
« from the calamities of war, as well as to prevent 


* a general war from being lighted up in Europe, 


« he; had been always ready to accept reaſonable 


.. * or ſupporting thoſe already made; to exert his 


te people's right to a ſatisfaction for hoſtilites com- 


te mitted in a time of profound peace, and to diſ- 


* appoint. ſuch deſigns, as, from various appear- 
« ances and preparations, there was reaſon to think 
* had been formed againſt his'kingdoms and domi- 
_ pions; that the King of Spain carneſtly wiſhed, 
FW K 
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« the preſervation of the publick' tranquillity, and © RA P. | 1 
te had given aſſurances of his intention to continue mn 
in the ſame pacifick ſentiments : that he himſelf - 2756 i 


« had greatly increafed his naval armaments, and 
« augmented his land forces in ſuch a manner as 
« might be leaſt burthenſome; and, finally, that 
© he had concluded a treaty with the Empreſs of 
* Ruſſia, and another with the Landgrave of Heſſe- 
« Caſſel, which ſhould be laid before them.“ 

S XXX}. Ia anſwer to this ſpeech, both Houſes 
voted moſt loyal addreſſes, but not without a warm 
oppoſition, in each, to ſome of the particular ex- 
prefſions ; for it having been propoſed in the Houſe 
of Lords to inſert in their addreſs the words fol- 
Jowing, viz. That they looked upon themſelves 

« as obliged, by the ſtrongeſt ties of duty, grati- 

< tude, and honour, to ſtand by and ſupport his 

« Majeſty in all ſuch wiſe and neceſſary meaſures 

« and engagements as his Majeſty might have taken 

« in vindication of the rights of his Crown, or to 

« defeat any attempts which might be made by 

« France, in reſentment for ſuch meaſures, and to 

ce aſſiſt his Majeſty in diſappointing or repelling all 

« ſuch enterpriſes as might be formed, not only 

„ againſt his kingdoms, but alſo againſt any other 

of his dominions (though not belonging to the 

«© Crown of Great-Britain) in caſe they ſhould be. 

« attacked on account of the part which his Ma- 
* jeſty had taken for maintaining the eſſential inte- 
« reſts of his kingdoms ;” the inſerting . of theſe 
words in their addreſs was oppoſed by Earl Temple, 
and ſeveral other Lords; becauſe, by the firſt part 2 
of them, they engaged to approve of the treaties 5 
with Ruſſia and Heſſe - Caſſel, neither of which they x 
had ever ſeen ; nor could it be ſuppoſed that either 8 
of them could be of any advantage to this nation; 7 
and by the ſecond part of theſe words it ſeemed to 
be reſolved, to engage this nation in a continental 
connection for thegletence of Hanover, which it was; 9 
1170 LOST impoſſible 8 2 
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BOOK impoſſible for England to ſupport, and which would 
II. be fo far from being of any advantage to it at ſea, 

For in America, that it might at laſt diſable the nation 
3755* from defending itſelf in either of thoſe parts of the 


world. But upon putting the queſtion, the inſerting 
of theſe words was agreed to by a great majority, and 
accordingly they ſtand as part of the addreſs of the 
Houſe upon that occaſion. | Oh 

S XXXII. To this remarkable addreſs his Ma- 
jeſty returned. the following as remarkable anſwer : 
« My Lords, I give you my hearty thanks for this 
« qdutiful and affectionate addreſs. I ſee, with the 
« preateſt- ſatisfaction, the zeal you expreſs for my 
« perſon and government, and for the true intereſt 
« of your country, which I am determined to ad- 
c here to. The aſſurances which you give me for 
« the defence of my territories abroad are a ſtrong 
« proof of your affection for me, and regard for my 


« honour. Nothing ſhall divert me from purſuing 


« thoſe meaſures which will effectually maintain the 
« poſſcfſions and rights of my kingdoms, and pro- 
« cure reaſonable and honourable terms of accom- 
« modation.,”-— The addreſs of the Houſe of Com- 
mons breathed the ſame ſpirit of zeal and gratitude, 
and was full of the warmeſt aſſurances of a ready 
ſupport of his Majeſty, and of his foreign dominions, 
if attacked in reſentment” of his maintaining the 


rights of his crown and kingdom; and his Majeſty's 


anſwer to it was to the ſame effect as that ro the 
Houſe of Lords. The ſame, or nearly the ſame 
words, relating to the treaties concluded by his 
_ Majeſty, and to the defence of his foreign-domi- 
nions, were propoſed to be inſerted in this adereſs, 


. which: way oppoſed by William Pitt, Eſq. then 


Paymaſter of his Majeſty's forces; the Right Hon. 
NMenry Legge, Eſq. then Chancellor and Under- 
treaſurer of his Majeſty's Exchequer, and one of the 


Commiſſioners of the Treaſury; and by ſeveral other 
gentlemen in high poſts under iq government, a 


yell 


0 6 * E 0 M G E II. 1 475 | |; 
well as by many others: bur, upon putting the CHAP. | 
queſtion, it was by a conſiderable majority agreed =. 
to inſert the words objected to; and very ſoon after, 1733. 

Mr. Pitt, Mr. Legge, and moſt, if not all, of the 
gentlemen who had appeared in the oppoſition, ; 
were diſmiſſed from their employments. In the | 
mean time, a draft came over from Ruſſia for part 
of the new ſubſidy ſtipulated to that crown; but 
ſome of the miniſtry, who were then at the head of 
the finances, refuſed to pay it, at leaſt before. the 
treaty ſhovld be approved of by Parliament. AY 
'CXXXI11. Sir Thomas Robinſon had not been 
long in poſſeſſion of the office of Secretary of State, 
before it was generally perceived, that, though an 
honeſt, well-meaning man, and a favourite with the 
King, his abilities were not equal to the functions 
of that poſt. Much leſs were they fo at this juncture, 
when the nation was on the point of being engaged 
in a difficult and expenſive war, and plunged into 
foreign meaſures and connections, which would re- 
| gn utmoſt {kill of an able politician to render 
them palatable to the people. Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Fox, though they ſcarce ever agreed in any other 
particular, had generally united in oppoſing his mea- 
ſures, and their ſuperior influence in the Houſe of 
Commons, and univerſally acknowledged abilities, 
though of very different kinds, had always prevailed, 
vncommon as it was, to ſce two perſons who held 
conſiderable places under the government, one of 
them being Paymaſter-General, and the other Secre= 
tary at War, oppoſe, upon almoſt every occaſion, a 
Secretary of State, who was ſuppoſed to know and 
ſpeak the ſentiments of his Maſter. Sir Thomas 
himſelf ſoon grew ſenſible of his want of ſufficient 
weight” in the ſenate of the nation; and therefore, 
of his own accord, on the tenth or November, 
wiſely and dutifully reſigned" the ſeals of his office to 
his Majeſty, who delivered them to Mr. Fox, and 
?pponnted Sir Thomas Maſter of the Wardrobe, 
with 
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BOOK with a penſion to him during his life, and after his 
III. death to his ſons. Lord Barrington ſueceeded Mr. 
Fox as Secretary at War; and ſoon after Sir George 


2755. 


Lyttelton was made Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and a Lord of the Treaſury, in the room of Mr. 
Legge, who had declared himſelf againſt the new 
continental ſyſtem. However, notwithſtanding theſe 
changes in the miniſtry, very warm debates aroſe in 
both Houſes, when the treaties of Ruſſia and Heſſe- 


Caſſel came to be conſidered by them: ſome of the 


members were for referring them to a committee: 
but this motion was over-ruled, in conſideration of 


his Majeſty's having engaged in them to guard 


againſt a ſtorm that ſeemed ready to break upon 
his electoral dominions, merely on account of our 
quarrel with the French, They were at length ap- 
proved of by a majority of three hundred and eigh- 
teen againſt one hundred and twenty ſix, in the 
Houſe of Commons; and by eighty-four againſt 
elevep, in the Houſe of Lords. 55 
 $XXXIV. The Houſe of Commons then pro- 
ceeded to provide for the ſervice of the enſuing year, 
and for the deficiencies of the proviſions for the 
former, Fifty thouſand ſeamen, including nine 
thouſand one hundred and thirty-eight marines, 
were voted, on the twenty-fourth of November, for 
the ſervice of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and fifty-ſix, together with two millions ſix hundred 
thouſand pounds for their maintenance, and thirty- 
four thouſand two hundred and ſixty- three land ſol- 


diers, with nine hundred and thirty thouſand fix hun- 


dred and three pounds, fix ſhillings and uine-pence, 
for their ſupport. An hundred thouſand. pounds 
were voted as a ſubſidy to the Empreſs of Ruſſia; 
fifty four thouſanh one hundred and forty pounds, 
twelve ſhillings, and fix-pence, to the Landgrave 
of Heſſe-Caſſel; and ten thouſand pounds to the 


Elector of Bavaria. ; 5 
, - { XXXY, 
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was overwhelmed with conſternation, by the ridings , it 
of a dreadful earthquake, which, on the firſt of 75 


November, ' ſhook all Spain and Portugal, and many 
other places'in Europe, and Jaid the city of Liſbon 


in ruins. When the news of this great calamity firſt. 


reached England, it was feared the conſequences of 


it might affect our publick credit, confidering the 
vaſt intereſt which the Engliſh' merchants had in the 
Portugueſe trade: but, ' fortunately, it afterwards - 


1 inconſiderable, in compariſon of what had 


een apprehended : the quarter in which the Engliſh 


chiefly lived, and where they had their warehouſes, 
having ſuffered the leaſt of any part of the city; and 
moſt of the Engliſh merchants then reſiding there, 
together with their families, being at their country= 


houſes, to avoid the infults to which they might have 


been expoſed from the Portugueſe populace, during 


the celebration of their Auto-da-fe, which was kept 
that very day. The two firſt ſhocks of this dread- 
ful viſitation continued near a quarter of an hour, 
after which the water of the river Tagus roſe per- 
pendicularly above twenty feet, and ſubſided to its 
natural bed in leſs than a minute. Great numbers 
of houſes, of which this city then contained about 


thirty-fix thouſand, extending in length near fix - 


miles, in form of a creſcent, on the aſcent of a hill, 


upon the north ſhore of the mouth of the river Ta- 
gus, within nine miles from the ocean, were thrown 


down by the repeated commotions of the earth, 


together with ſeveral magnificent churches, monaſte= 
ries, and publick buildings. But what entirely 
completed the ruin of this then moſt opulent capital 
of the Portugueſe dominions, was a devouring con- 


flagration, partly fortuitous or natural, but chiefly 
occaſioned by a ſet of impious villains, who, unawed 


by the tremendous ſcene at that very inſtant paſſing. 


before their eyes, with a wickedneſs ſcarcely to be 
credited, ſet fire even to the falling edifices _— 
N N ferent 
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ferent parts of the city, to increaſe the general con- 
fuſion, that they might have the better opportunity 


to rob and plunder their already deſolated fellow- 


citizens. Out of three hundred and fifty thouſand 


inhabitants, which Liſbon was then ſuppoſed to con- 


tain, about ten thouſand periſhed by this calamity ; 


and the ſurvivors, deprived of their habirations, and 


deſtitute even of the neceſſaries of life, were forced 


to ſeek for ſhelter in the open fields. 


' $XXXVI. As ſoon as his Majeſty received an 
account of this deplorable event, from his Ambaſ- 
ſador at the court of Madrid, he ſent a meſſage to 
both Houſes of Parliament, on the twenty-eighth 
of November, acquainting them therewith, and de- 
firing their concurfence and aſſiſtance towards 
ſpeedily relieving the unhappy ſufferers; and the 
Parliament thereupon, to the honour of Britiſh hu- 


manity, unanimouſly voted, on the eighth of De- 


cember, a gift of an hundred thouſand pounds for 
the diſtreſſed people of Portugal. A circumſtance 
which enhances the merit of this action is; that 


though the Engliſh themſelves were, at that very 


time, in great want of grain, a conſiderable part of 
the ſum was ſent in corn, flour, rice, and a large 
quantity of beef from Ireland: ſupplies, which came 
very ſeaſonably for the poor Portugueſe, who were 


ia actual want of the neceſſaries of life. Their 


King was ſo affected by this inſtance of Britiſh gene- 
roſity, that, to ſhow his gratitude for the timely 
relief, he ordered Mr. Caſtres, the Britiſh Reſident 
at his court, to give the preference, in the diſtribu- 
tion of theſe ſupplies, to the Britiſh ſubjects who 
had ſuffered by the earthquake: accordingly, about 
a thirtieth part of che proviſions, and two thouſand 
pounds in money, were ſet apart for that purpoſe ; 
and his Fortugueſe Majeſty returned his thanks, in 
very warm terms, to the Britiſh crown and nation. 

- $XXXViI. The report df an intended invaſion 


of theſe kingdoms by the French increaſing daily, 
305" | 33 
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on the twenty-ſecond day of January Lord Barring -o N A Ps 
ton as Secretary at War, laid before the Houſe an 3 
eſtimate for defraying the charge of ten new regi- 733. 


ments of foot, over and above the thirty - four thou- 
ſand two hundred and ſixty- three land ſoldiers before 


ordered to be raiſed ; and a ſum of ninety-one thou - 


ſand nine hundred and nineteen pounds, ten ſhillings, 
was voted for theſe additional forces : upon another 


eſtimate preſented a little after by the ſame Lord, 


and founded upon the ſame reafons, for raiſing, for 

the further defence of the kingdom, eleven troops 
of light dragoons, forty-nine thouſand ſix hundred 
and rwenty-erght pounds, eleven ſhillings, and three 

pence, were voted for the enſuing year; together 
with eighty- one thouſand one hundred and ſeventy- 
eight pounds, ſixteen ſhillings, for a regiment of 
_ foot to be raiſed in North-America; two hundred 


and ninety- eight thouſand five hundred and thirty» - 
four pounds, ſeventeen ſhillings, and ten pence half- 


penny, for- the maintenance of our forces already 


eſtabliſhed in our American colonies ; and ſeventy- | 


nine thouſand nine hundred and fifteen pounds, fix 


ſhillings, for fix regimeats of foot from Ireland, to 


ſerve in North-America and the Eaſt-Indies. Be- 
ſides all theſe ſupplies, Mr. Fox, on the twenty 


eighth of January, preſented to the Houſe a meſſage 


from the King, deſiring them to take into conſidera» 
tion the faithtul ſervices of the people of New-Eng- 


land, and of ſome other parts of North. America; 


upon which one hundred and fifteen thouſand pounds 
more were voted, and five thouſand pounds as a re- 
ward to Sir William Johnſon in particular. In ſhort, 
including ſeveral other ſums, as well for defraying 
the expence of the army and navy, as for a ſubſidy 
of twenty thouſand pounds to the King of Pruſſia, 


and one-hundred and twenty-one thouſand four hun- 


dred and forty-ſeven pounds, two ſhillings, and fix 
; pence, for Hanoverian troops, of which two Jaſt 
articles further notice will be taken hereafter, 2 

| | Webs whole 
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BOOK whole of the ſupplies granted by Parliament in this ho! 
III. fefſion amounted to ſeven millions two hundred and mi 
2755. twenty nine thouſand one hundred and ſeventeen a 
pounds, four ſhillings, and ſix-pence three farthings. ord 

For raiſing this ſum, beſides the malt- tax, and the  " 

land tax of four ſhillings in the pound, the whole Wit 
produce of the ſinking fund, from the fifth of January per 

one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- ſix, till it Co 
ſhould amount to one million five hundred and fifty Co! 
fivethouſandninehundredand fifty-five pounds, eleven bef 

| ſhillings, and eleven-pence half-penny, was ordered anc 

to be applied thereunto ; together with a million to hin 

be raiſed by loans, or Exchequer- bills, at three per ſho 

cent intereſt; one million five hundred thouſand mig 
pounds to be raiſed by the ſale of redeemable annui- the 

ties, at three and a half per cent. and five hundred any 
thouſand pounds to be raiſed by a lottery, at three fro 

per. cent. All which ſums, with eighty-three thou- to! 

ſand four hundred and twelve pounds, two ſhillings, cels 

and five-pence' half. penny, then remaining in the cog 
Exchequer, amounted to ſeven millions four hun- amy 


dred and twenty-ſeven thouſand: two hundred and 
ſixty- one pounds, five Ae and ſeven pence. 
{  $ XXXVIIL The clauſe interted in the mutiny bill to « 


laſt year, ſubjecting all officers and ſoldiers raiſed in and 
America, by authority of the reſpective governors adn 
or governments there, to the ſame rules and articles of, 
of war, and the ſame penalties and puniſhments, as whi 
the Britiſh forces were liable to; the act paſſed at the libe 
ſame time for regulating the marine forces, while on 9 
ſhore, and that for the more ſpeedy and effectual den 
manning of his Majeſty's navy, were not only con- 1. 9 
firmed now; but it was further enacted, with reſpect whi 
to this laſt, as well as for the more ſpeedy and ef- hun 
fectual recruiting of his Majeſty's land, forces, That — 
the Commiſſionets appointed by the preſent act, Thi 
ſhould be empowered to raiſe and levy, within their hon 
reſpective juriſdictions, ſuch able-bodied men as did chie 
got follow any lawful calling or employment: or had * 
ia : . not 
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not ſome other lawſul and ſufficient ſupport; and C Ne P. 
might order, wherever and whenever they pleaſed, as 
a general ſearch to be made for ſuch perſons, in Ag 
order to their being, brought, before them to be exa- 
mined ; nay, that the pariſh. or town officers might, 
without any ſuch order, ſearch for. and ſecure ſuch 
perſons, in order to convey them before the ſaid 
Commiſſoners to be examined: That if any three 
Commiſſioners ſhould find any perſon, ſo brought 
before them, to be within the above deſcription, - 
and if the recruiting officer attending ſhould judge 
him to be a man fit for his Majeſty's ſervice, they 
ſhould cauſe him to be delivered to ſuch officer, who 
might ſecure him in any place of ſafety provided by 
the Juſtices of Peace for that purpoſe, or even in 
any publick, priſon; and that every ſuch man was 
from that time to be deemed a liſted ſoldier, and not 
to be taken out of his Majeſty's ſervice by any pro- 
ceſs, other than for ſome criminal matter. Nothin 
could more plaioly ſhow either the zeal of the Parli- 
ament for a vigorous proſecution of the war, or their 
confidence in the Juſtice and modertion of our 
miniſtry, than their agrecing to this act, which was 
to continue in force till the end of the next ſeſſion: - 
and which, in the hands of a wicked and enterpriſing . - 
adminiſtration, might have been made ſuch an uſe 
of, as would have been inconſiſtent with that ſecurity 
which is provided by our happy conſtitution for the 
liberty of the ſubjet, | K 
XXXIX. The next object of the immediate at- 
tention of Parliament in this ſeſſion was the raiſing of 
a new regiment of ſoot in North-America; for 
which purpoſe the ſum of eighty- one thouſand one 
hundred and ſeventy-eight pounds, ſixteen ſhillings, + 
to which the eſtimate thereof amounted; was voted. - - 
This regiment, which. was to conſiſt of four. batta- 
lions of athouſand men each, was intended to be raiſed: . 
chiefly out of the Germans and Swiſs, who, for 
many years paſt, had annually tranſported themſclyes) | 
Vor. III. e 11 wok | | in 
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B. O o K in great numbers to the Britiſh plantations in Ame- 


rica, where waſte lands had been aſſigned them upon 


" 2755. the frontiers of the provinces; but, very injudici- 


ouſly, no care had been taken to intermix them 
with the Engliſh inhabitants of the place. To this 
circumſtance it is owing, that they have continued 
to correſpond and converſe only with one another ; 
ſo that very few of them, even of thoſe who have 
been born there, have yet learned to ſpeak or under- 
ſtand the Engliſh tongue. However, as they were 
all zealous Proteſtants, and in general ſtrong, hardy 
men, and accuſtomed to the climate, it was judged 
that a regiment of good and faithful ſoldiers might 
be raiſed out of them, particularly proper to oppoſe 
the French: but to this end it was neceſſary to ap- 


point ſome officers, eſpecially ſubalterns, who under- 


ſtood military diſcipline, and could ſpeak the Ger- 
man language; and as a ſufficient number of ſuch 
could not be found among the Engliſh officers, it 


was neceſſary to bring over and grant commiſſions to 


ſeveral German and Swiſs officers and engineers : 
but as this ſtep, by the act of ſettlement, could not 
be taken without the authority of Parliament, an 
act was now paſſed for enabling his Majeſty to grant 
commiſſions to a certain number of foreign Pro- 


teſtants, who had ſerved abroad as officers or engi · 


neets, to act and rank as officers or engineers in 
America only. An act was likewiſe paſſed in this 
ſeſſion, ſtrictly forbidding, under pain of death, any 
of his Majeſty's. ſubjects to ſerve as officers under the 
French King, or to inliſt as ſoldiers in his ſervice, 
without his Majeſty's previous licence; and alſo for 
obliging ſuch of his Majeſty's ſubjects as ſhould, in 
time to come, accept of commiſſions in the Scotch 
brigade in the Dutch ſervice, to take the oaths of 
allegiance and abjuration, on pain of forfeiting fiye 


hundred pounds. | 


'$ XL. As it had been reſolved, in the beginning 
of the preceding ſummer, to build veſſels of force 
3300 uon 
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vpon the lake Ontario, an act was now paſſed for 3 Pe 
extending the maritime laws of England, relating 
to the government of his Majeſty's ſhips and forces »255. 


by ſea, to ſuch officers, ſeamen, und others, as 
ſhould ſerve on board his Majeſty's ſhips or veſſels 
employed upon the lakes, great waters, or rivers in 
North-America : and. alfo, but not without oppo- 
ſition to this laſt, for the better recruiting of his 
Majeſty's forces upon the continent of America: 
to which end, by a new clauſe now added to a for- 
mer act, a recruiting officer was empowered to inlift 
and detain an indented ſervant, even though his 
maſter ſhould reclaim him, upon paying to the 
maſter ſuch a ſum as two Juſtices of Peace within 
the precin& ſhould adjudge to be a reaſonable equi- 
valent for the original purthaſe-money, and the re- 
maining time ſuch ſervant might have to ſerve. 


CXL1I. The inteſtine broils of Ireland were hap- 


pily compoſed this year, by the prudent management 
of the Marquis of Hartington, Lord-Lieutenant ot 


that kingdom. By his ſteady and diſintereſted con- 


duct, his candour and humanity, the Iriſh were not 
only brought to a much better temper, even among 
themſelves, than they were before their late outrage- 
ous riots and dangerous difſenſions happened ; but 


alſo prevailed upon to acquieſce in the meaſures of 


England, without this laſt being obliged to give up 
any one point of her ſuperiority, The leading men 
in the Parliament of Ireland were the firſt that con- 
formed: and though the ferment continued very high 
for ſome time after, rr the middling and lower 
ranks of people, it was at 

the wiſdom of the Lord-Lieutenant, and the excel- 


lent laws which he encouraged and paſſed: for the 
benefit of that nation.*. The P of Ireland, 


X 8 4 who 


* Among ether objefts of the attention of the legiſſatore- of iber 


i 
42 , 


ngth entirely allayed by 


country, ten thouſand pounds were granted for making the river 
Nore navigable from 4he city of Kilkenny to the town of Inneſtalge; 
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late diſturbances, was, by his Majeſty's, command, 
ſtruck off the liſt of privy-Counſellors: and the 
greateſt part of thoſe. patriòts, whom faction had 
turned out of their employments there, , were. re- 
inſtated with honour. nal oobkt: 
IS XLII. The Parliament of England, which had 
adjourned on the twenty - third of December, met 
again; the Houſe of Commons on the thirteenth of 


An. 176. January, and the Lords on the nineteenth. / On the 


ſixteenth of the ſame month, the treaty between his 


Britannick Majeſty. and the King of Pruſſia was 
ſigned, importing, That, for the defence of their 


common country, Germany, and in order to pre- 
ſerve her-peace and tranquillity, which it was feared 
was in danger of being diſturbed, on account of the 
diſputes in America, the two. Kings, for that end 
only, entered into a convention of neutrality, by 
which they reciprocally bound themſelves not to ſuf- 
fer foreign troops of any nation whatſoever, to enter 
into Germany, or paſs through it during the trou- 
bles aforeſaid, and the conſequences that might re- 
ſult from them; but to. oppoſe the ſame with their 
utmoſt. might, in, order to ſecure Germany from the 
calamities of war, maintain her fundamental laws 
and conſtitutions, and preſerve her peace uninter- 
rupted. Thus, the late treaty with Ruſſia was vir- 
tually renounced. Their Majeſties, moreover, ſeiſed 
+ this favourable, opportunity to adjuſt the differences 
that had ſubſiſted between them, in relation to the 
remainder of the Sileſia loan due to the ſubjeRs of 
his Britannick Majeſty, and the indemnification 
5 i 2 945 1 8 K 3 claimed 
EN Eu ing ont ge oe 
ow for making the river Newry navigable z a thouſand pounds 
year for two years, for the eficouragement of Engliſh Proteſtant 


ſchools ; ſeveral ſums, to be diſtributed in premiums, for the en- 
<ovuragement of the cambrick, hempen, arid flaxen manufactutes; 


and three hundred thouſand pounds to his Majeſty; towards ſup- 
Porting the ſeveral, hrauches of the eſtabliſnment, and for defraying 
the expences of the government for two years. ” 


* 


| elainhed by the cubjetts of of bis Profile Fan n 
their loſſes by ſea during the late war; ſo that the 
attachment laid on the ſaid debt was agreed to be 1756. 
taken off, as ſoon as the ratification of chis e, 
ſnould be exchanged. 

XLIII. On the twenty- -fielt of January the Houſe - 
took into conſideration the laws then in being, re- 
lating to the militia of this kingdom; and, finding 
them inſufficient, ordered a new bill to be prepared, 
and brought in, for the better regulating of the 

_ militia forces in the ſeveral counties of England, A 
bill was accordingly prepared to that effect, and 
preſented to the Houſe on the twelfth of March by. 
the Hon. Charles Townſhend, Eſq. who, to his ho- 
nour, was one of the chief promoters of it. After 
receiving many amendments in the Houſe of Com- 

mons, it was on the tenth of May paſſed, and ſent 
to the Lords: but ſeveral objections being made to 
it by ſome of the Peers, and it ſeeming to them 
that ſome further amendments were (till- neceſſary, 
which they thought they couldnot in that ſeſſion ſpare 
fime to conſider ſo maturely as the importance of - 
the ſubje& required, a negative of fifty nine againſt 
twenty-three was put upon the motion for paſſing the - 
bill; though every one mult have been ſenſible, not 
only of the propriety, but even of the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of ſuch a law, which was arenen deſired by 
the whole nation. 

$ XLIV. On the 3 of May his 
Majeſty went to the Houſe of Peers, and, after hav- 

ing given the royal aſſent to the bills then depending, 
thanked his Parliament, in a ſpeech from the throne, 
for their vigorous and etfectual ſupport. He ac- 
quainted them, that the injuries and hoſtilities which 
had been for ſome time committed by the French 
againſt his dominions and ſubjects, were then fol- 
lowed by the actual invaſion of the Iſland of Minorca, 
though guaranteed to him by all the great powers 
in i and particularly by the French King; 
11 13 3 T hat 
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BOOK That he had, therefore, found himſelf obliged, in 

indication of the honour of his crown, and of the 

* 3756. rights of his people, to declare war in form againſt 
France; and that he relied on the Divine Protection, n 

and the vigorous affiſtance of his faithful ſubjects, 

in ſo juſt a cauſe. The Parliament was then ad- 

Jsgurned to the eighteenth of June; and from thence 

_ afterwards to the eighteenth of July, and then it Was 
prorogued. 5 
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CHAP. V. 


$ 1. Letter Jew M. Rouilig to the Sethatary of State. 
$ II. The two nations recriminate on each other, 
S III. The. French threaten Great- Britain with an 
' invaſion. F IV. Requiſition * fix thouſand Dutch 
© troops according to treaty. & V. Meſſage from. the 
King to the Parliament. VI. 4 body of Heſſians 
and Hanoverians tranſported into England: $ VII. 
French preparations at Toulon. & VIII. Admiral 
Byng ſails for the Mediterranean. & IX. He arrives 
at Gibraltar. & X. Engages M. de la Galiſſonniere 
off Minorca. & XI. And returns 10 Gibraltar, 
$ XII. Ferment of the people at home. & XIII. 
Admiral Byng ſuperſeded, and ſent home priſoner. 
'S$ XIV. Account of the fiege of St. Philip's fort, in 
Minorca. & XV. Precautions taken by General 
Blateney. & XVI. Siege commenced, & XVII. 
Angliſh ſquadron appears. S XVIII. General at- 
tack of the. works. & XIX. The garriſon capitu- 
lates. & XX. Sir Edward Hawke ſails to Minorca. 
XXI. Rejoicings in France, and clamours in Eng- 
land. & XXII. Gallantry of Fortunatus Wright. 
S XXIII. General Blakeney created a Baron. 
XXIV. Meaſures taken for the defence of Great- 
Britain. & XXV. Proclamation. & XXVI. Earl 
of Loudoun appointed Commander in chief in Ame- 
rica. & XXVII. His Britannick Majeſty's declara- 
tion of war. S XXVIII. Subſtance of the French 
King's declaration. & XXIX. Adareſs of the City 
of London. & XXX. Trial of General Fowke, 
$. XXXI. Afairs of America. & XXXII. Colone! 
Bradſftezt defeats a body of French on the river 
| Onondaga. & XXXIII. Earl of Loudoun arrives 


h -_ New-York. & XXXIV. Ofwego reduced by 


enemy 5 V. Further proceedings in 
| ee $X XVI. Naval operations it that coun- 
19. 8 XXXVII. Tranſattions in the Eaft- Indies: 
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& XXXVIII. Calcutta befieged by the Vitercy of 


Bengal. & XXXIX. Deplorable fate of theſe who 
periſhed in the dungeon there. & XL. Additional 


 .- Eruelties, exerciſed on Mr. Holwel, & XLI. Reſolution 


againſt Angria & XI. II. Fort of Geriab tal en by 
Admiral Watſon and Mr. Clive. S XLIII. Their 


.* ſubſequent proceedings in the river Ganges. 


BOOK $ l. N the month of January Mr. Fox, lately ap- 


III. 


pointed Secretary of State, received a letter 


b—— from M. "Roville Miniſter and Secretary of State for 


3756. 


foreign affairs to the King of France, expoſtulating, 
in the name of his Sovereign, upon the orders and 
inſtruct ions for committing hoſtilities, which his 
Britannick Majeſty had given to General Braddock 


and Admiral Boſcawen, in diameriical oppoſition to 


the moſt ſolemn aſſurances fo often repeated by word 


of mouth, as well as in writing. He complained of 


the inſult which had been offered to his Maſter's flag, 
ia attacking and taking'two of his ſhips in the open 
| fea, without any previous declaration of war; as alſo 
by committing depredations on the commerce of 
his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's ſubjects, in contempt of 
the law of nations, the faith of treaties, and the 
uſages eſtabliſhed among civilized nations. He 
ſaid, the ſentiments and character of his Britannick 
Najeſty gave the King his Maſter room to expect, 
that, at his return to London, he would diſavow the 


conduct of his Admiralty; bur ſeeing that, inſtead 


of puniſhing, he rather encouraged thoſe who had 
been guilty of ſuch depredations, his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty would be deemed deficient in what he owed 
to his own glory, the dignity of his crown, and the 
defence of his people, if he defer. cd any longer de- 
manding a ſignal reparation for the outrage dong to 
the French flag, and the damage ſuſtained by his 
ſubjects. He, therefore, demanded immediate and 
Full reſtitution of- all the French ſhips, which, con- 
tray to law and decorum, had been taken by the 
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Engliſh navy, together with all the officers, foldiers, © N A. f. 
matiners, guns, Gores, and merchandize. He de- 


clared; that ſhould this reſtitution be made; he ſhould 


be willing to engage in a negoclation for what fur- 


ther fatisfaRtion he might claim, and continue de- 
firous to fee the differepces relating to America 
determined by a ſolid and equitable accommodation ; ; 
but if, contrary to all hopes, theſe demands ſhould 
be rejected, he would conſider ſuch a denial of juſ- 


tice as the moſt authrntick declaration of war, and 


as a formed deſign in the Court of London to diſturb 
the peace of Europe. To this peremptory remon- 


ſtrance the Britiſh Secretary was directed to anſwer, 


That though the King of England would. readily 
conſent to an equitable and ſolid accommodation, 


he would not comply with the demand of immediate 


and full reſtitution as a preliminary condition; for 
his Majeſty had taken no ſteps bur ſuch as were ren- 


dered juſt and indiſpenſible by the hoſtilities Which, 


the French began in time of profound peace, and 
a proper regard for his own honour, the,rights and 
poſſeſſions of his crown, and the fecurny of his 
kingdoms. 

$ IT. Without all doubt the late tranſactions bad 
afforded ſpecious arguments for both nations to im- 
peach the conduct of each other. The French 
Court, conſcious of their encroachments in Nova» 
Scotia, affeted to draw a ſhade over theſe, as par- 
ticulats belonging to a diſputed territory, and to 


diwert the attention to the banks of the Ohio, where 


Jamonville and his detachment had been attacked 
and maſſacred by the Engliſh, without the leaſt pro- 
vocation, They likewjſe inveighed againſt the cap- 


ture of their ſhips, before any declaration of war, as 
flagrant acts of piracy ; and ſome neutral Powers of 
Europe ſeemed to confider them in the ſame point 


of view.” It was certainly high time to check the 
inſolence of the French by force of arms, and ſurely 


this might have beep as effectually and ex peditiouſſy 
: exerted 
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ration; the omiſſion of which expoſed the adminiſ- 
tration to the cenſure of our neighbours, and fixed 
the imputation of fraud and free-booting on the 
beginning of the war. The miniſtry was ſaid to 


have delayed the ceremony of denouncing war from 


litical conſiderations, ſuppoſing that, ſhould the 
"Ps be provoked into the firſt declaration of this 


kind. the Powers of Europe would conſider his Moſt 


Chriſtian Majeſty as the aggreſſor, and Great-Britain 
would reap all the fruits of the defenſive alliances in 


which ſhe had engaged. But nothing could be more 


weak and frivolous than ſuch a conjecture. The 


" aggreſſor is he who firſt violates the peace; and every 


ally will interpret the aggreſſion according to his 
own intereſt and convenience. The adminiſtration 
maintained the appearance of candour in the midſt 
of their hoſtilities. The merchant-ſhips, of which 
a great number had been taken from the French, 


- were not ſold and divided among the captors, ac- 


cording to the practice of war; but carefully ſequeſ- 
rered, with all their cargoes and effects, in order to 
be reſtored to the right owners, in caſe the diſputes 
between the two nations ſhould not be productive of 
an open rupture, In this particular, however, it was 
pity that a little common ſenſe had not been blended 
with their honourable intention. Great part of the 


- cargoes conſiſted of fiſh, and other periſhable com- 


modities, which were left to rot and putrify, and af- 
terwards thrown overboard, to prevent contagion; 
ſo that the owners and captors were equally diſap- 
pointed, and the value of them loſt'to both nations. 


III. The Court of Verſailles, while they pre- 
ſented remonſtrances which they knew would prove 


ineffectual, and exclaimed againſt the conduct of 


Great-Britain with all the arts of calumny and exag- 
geration at every court in Chriſtendom, continued 


nevertheleſs to make ſuch preparations as denoted 
a deſign to proſecute the war with uncommon vigour. 
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They began to repair and fortify Dunkirk : orders CH A P. 
were publiſhed, that all Britiſh ſubje&s ſhovld quit 
the dominions of France: many Engliſh veſſels were . 
ſeized in the different ports of that kingdom, and 
their crews ſent to priſon. At the ſame time an 
edict was iſſued, inviting the French ſubjeQs to equip. | 
privateers, offering a. premium of forty livres for + 
every gun, and as much for every man they ſhould 
take from the enemy; and promiſing that, in caſe 
a peace ſhould be ſpeedily concluded, the King 
would purchaſe the privateers at prime coſt, They 
employed great numbers of artificers and ſeamen 
in equipping a formidable ſquadron of ſhips at 
Breſt ; and aſſembling a ſtrong body of land- forces, 
as well as a conſiderable -number of tranſports, 
threatened the iſland of Great-Bricain with a dan» 
gerous invaſion. | | 
$ IV. The Engliſh people were ſeized with con- 
ſternation : the miniſtry were alarmed and perplexed. 4 
Colonel Yorke, the Britiſh Reſident at the Hague, 
was ordered by his Majeſty to make a requiſition of 
the ſix thouſand men whom the States-General are 
obliged by treaty to furniſh, when Great - Britain ſhall 
be threatened with an invaſion; and in February he 
preſented a memorial for this purpoſe. Monſieur 
d'Affry, the French King's miniſter at the Hague, 
having received intimation of this demand, produced 
a counter- memorial from his Maſter, charging the 
Engliſh as the aggreſſors, and giving the States- | 
| General plainly to underſtand, that, ſhould they grant 
| the ſuccours demanded by Great. Britain, he would 
conſider their compliance as an act of hoſtility againſt 
himſelf, The Dutch, though divided among them- 
ſelves by faction, were unanimouſly averſe to any 
f meaſure that might involve them 1n the approaching 
. war, Their commerce was in a great meaſure de- 
| : cayed, and their finances were too much exhauſted 
1 to admit of an immediate augmentation of their ſor- 
. ces, which ſor many other reaſons they ſtrove to 17 
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BOOK, exerted under the uſual ſanction of a formal deela. 
ration; the omiſſion of which expoſed the adminif. 
tration to the cenſure of our neighbours, and fixed 


— the imputation of fraud and free booting on the 


beginning of the war. The miniſtry was ſaid to 


have delayed the ceremony of denouncing war from 
litical conſiderations, ſuppoſing that, ſhould the 
French be provoked into the firſt declaration of this 


kind. the Powers of Europe would conſider his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty as the aggreſſor, and Great-Britain 


would reap all the fruits of the defenſive alliances in 
which ſhe had engaged. But nothing could be more 
weak and frivolous than ſuch a conjecture. The 
" agereſſor is he who firſt violates the peace; and every 
ally will interpret the aggreſſion according to his 
own intereſt and convenience, The adminiſtration 
maintained the appearance of candour in the midſt 
of their hoſtilities. The merchant-ſhips, of which 
a great number had been taken from the French, 
- were not ſold and divided among the captors, ac- 
cording to the practice of war; but carefully ſequeſ- 
tered, with all their cargoes and effects, in order to 
be reſtored to the right owners, in caſe the diſputes 
between the two nations ſhould not be productive of 
an open rupture. In this particular, however, it was 
s pity that a little common ſenſe had not been blended 
with their honourable intention. Great part of the 
- cargoes conſiſted of fiſh, and other periſhable com- 
modities, which were left to rot and putrify, and af- 
terwards thrown overboard, to prevent contagion; 
ſo that the owners and captors were equally diſap- 
pointed, and the value of them loſt to both nations. 
8 III. The Court of Verſailles, while they pre- 
ſented remonſtrances which they knew would prove 
ineffectual, and exclaimed againſt the conduct of 
Great-Britain with all the arts of calumny and exag- 
geration at every court in Chriſtendom, continued 
nevertheleſs to make ſuch preparations as denoted 
a deſign to proſecute the war with uncommon 1 
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were publiſhed, that all Britiſh ſubjects ſhould quit 


the dominions of France: many Engliſh veſſels were * 


ſeized in the different ports of that kingdom, and 
their crews ſent to priſon At the ſame time an 
edict was iſſued, inviting the French ſubjeds to equip 
privateers, offering a premium of forty livres for 


every gun, and as much for every man they ſhould 


take from the enemy; and promiſing. that, in caſe 


a peace ſhould be ſpeedily concluded, the King 
would purchaſe the privateers at prime coſt, The 


employed great numbers of artificers and ſeamen 


in equipping a formidable ſquadron of ſhips at 
Breſt ; and aſſembling a ſtrong body of land- forces, 
as well as a conſiderable number of tranſports, 
threatened the iſland of Greaz-Britath with a dan- 
gerous invaſion. 


IV. The Engliſh people were ſeized with con- 


ſternation : the miniſtry were alarmed and perplexed. 


Colonel Yorke, the Britiſh Reſident at the Hague, 
was ordered by his Majeſty ro make a requiſition of 
the ſix thouſand men whom the States-General are 
obliged by treaty to furniſh, when Great-Britain ſhall 
be threatened with an invaſion; and in February he 
preſented a memorial for this purpoſe. Monſieur 
d' Affry, the French King's miniſter at the Hague, 
having received intimation of this demand, produced 


a counter- memorial from his Maſter, charging the 


Engliſh as the aggreſſors, and giving the States- 
General plainly to underſtand, that, ſhould they grant 
the ſuccours demanded by Great: Britain, he would 
conſider their compliance as an act of hoſtility againſt 
himſelf. The Dutch, though divided among them- 
ſelves by faction, were unanimouſly averſe to any 
meaſure that might involve them in the approaching 
war. Their commerce was in a great meaſure de- 


cayed, and their finances were too much exhauſted 
to admit of an immediate augmentation of their for- 


| . which ſor maar 1 realons they ſtrove to avoid. 
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They began to repair and fortify Dunkirk : orders CH AR 
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. Book They foreſaw''a'great increaſe of trade in their . 
bering to a punctual neuttality: they were afraid of 
19,6, the French by land, and jealous of the Engliſh by 


ſea; and, perhaps, enjoyed the proſpect of ſeeing 
theſe two proud and powerful nations humble and 
impoveriſh each other. Certain it is, the States- 
General protracted their anſwer to Mr. Vorke's me- 
morial by ſuch affected delays, that the Court of 
London perceived their intention, and, in order to 
avoid the mortification of a flat denial, the King or- 
dered his Reſident to acquaint the Princeſs Regent, 
that he would not inſiſt upon his demand. The 
States, thus freed from their perplexity, at length 
delivered an anſwer to Mr. Vorke, in which they 
expatiated on the difficulties they were laid under, 
and thanked his Britannick Majeſty for having freed 
them by his declaration from that embarraſſment into 
which they were thrown by his firſt demand and 
the counter memorial of the French miniſter. The 
real ſentiments of thoſe people, however, more plain- 
ly appeared in the previous reſolution delivered to 
the States of Holland by the towns of Amſterdam, 


Dort, Haerlem, Gouda, Rotterdam, and Enckhuy-, 


ſen, declaring flatly that England was uncontro- 
vertibly the aggreſſor in Europe, by ſeizing a con- 
ſiderable number of French veſſels; that the threat- 
ened invaſion of Great-Britain did not affect the 
Republick's guarantee of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, 
inaſmuch as it was only intended to obtain repara- 
tion for the injury ſuſtained by the ſubjects of his 


Moft Chriſtian Majeſty ; finally, that the ſuccours 


demanded covld be of no advantage to the King of 
England, as it appeared by the declaration of his 
Moft Chriſtian Majeſty; that their granting theſe 
ſuccours would immediately lay them under a neceſ- 
ſity of demanding, in their turn, aſſiſtance from 
Great Britain. From this way of arguing, the Eng» 
liſn may perceive what they have to expect in caſes 

of emergency from the friendſhip of their neareſt 


allies, 


— 
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allies, who muſt always be furniſhed with the ſame CH AP. 
excuſe, whenever they find it convenieat or neceſſary Vii 
to their own intereſt. Such a conſideration, joined 2336. 
to other concurring motives, ought to induce the 
Britiſh Legiſlature ro withdraw its dependence from. 
all foreign connexions, and provide ſuch a conſtitu- 
tional force within itſelf, as will be fully ſufficient ro 
baffle all the efforts of an external; enemy. The 
apprehenſions and diſtraction of the people at this 
juncture plainly evinced the expediency of ſuch a 
national ſoice: but different parties were divided in 
their opinions about the nature of ſuch a proviſion, 
Some of the warmeſt friends of their country pro- 
poſed a well regulated militia, as an inſtitution that 
would effectually anſwer the purpoſe of defending a 
wide extended ſea-coaſt from invaſion; While, on 
the other hand, this propoſal was ridiculed and re- 
futed as impracticable or uſcleſs by all the retainers 
to the Court, and all the officers of the ſtanding ar- 
my. In the mean time, as the experiment could not 
be immediately tried, and the preſent juncture de- 
manded ſome inſtant determination, recourſe was had 
to a foreign remedy. | „„ 
$ V. Towards the latter end of March, the King 
ſent a written meſſage to Parliament, intimating, 
that he had received repeated advices from different 
perſons and places, that a defign had been formed 
by the French Court to invade Great-Britain or 
Ireland ; and the great preparations of forces, ſhips, 
artillery, and warlike ſtores, then notoriouſly making 
in the ports of France oppoſite to the Britiſh coaſts, 
together with the language of the French miniſters 
in ſome foreign courts, left little room to doubt the 
reality of ſuch a deſign :. that bis Majeſty had aug- 
mented his forces both by ſea and land, and taken 
proper meaſures and precautions for putting his 
kingdom in a poſtore of defence,: that, in order 
further to ſtrengthen himſelf, he had made a requi- 


ſicion of a-body.of Heſſian Hoops, putſuant or 


m— 
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Book late treaty, to be forthwith- brought over, and for 


that purpoſe ordered tranſports/ro be prepared; that 
he doubred not of being enabled and ſupported by 


his Parliament in taking ſuch meaſures as might be 
conducive to an end ſo eſſential to the honour of his 
crown, the preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, 


and the laws and liberties of theſe kingdoms. This 
meſſage was no ſooner received, than both Houſes 
voted, compoſed, and preſented very warm and 
affectionate addrefles, in which his Majeſty was 


thanked for the requiſition he had made of the 


Heſſian troops; a meaſure which at any other time 
would have been ſtigmatiſed with all the ſatire and 
rhetorick of the oppoſition. 23S 

VI. Even this precaution was not thought ſuffi- 
cient to ſecure the iſland, and quiet the terrors of 
the people. In a few days Mr. Fox, the new mi- 
niſter, encouraged by the vnanimity which had ap- 
peared ſo conſpicuous in the motions for the late 
addreſſes, ventured to move again, in the Houſe of 
Commons, that another addreſs ſhould be preſented 
to the King; beſeeching his Majeſty, that for the 
more effectual defence of this iſland, and for the 
better ſecurity of the religion and liberties of his 
ſubjects, againſt the threatened attack by a foreign 


enemy, he would be graciouſly pleaſed to order . 
twelve battalions of his electoral troops, together 


with the uſual detachment of artillery, to be forth- 
with brought into this kingdom. There was a 
conſiderable party in the Houſe, to whom_ſuch a 
motion was odious and deteſtable: but conbdering 
the critical ſituation of affairs, they were afraid that a 
direct oppoſition might expoſe them to # more odious 
fuſpicion : they, therefore, moved for the order of the 
day, and inſiſted on the queſtion's being put upon 


:* that motion; bur it was catried in the negative by 
a conſiderable majority, which alſo agreed to the 
other propoſal. The reſolution of the Houfe was 


communicated to the Lords, who uvnanimouſly con- 
N „ 5 curred ; 
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eurred ; and their joint addreſs being preſented, c H ae. 
his Majeſty aſſored them he would immediately + 

comply with their requeſt, Accordingly, ſuch. ex- 
pedition was uſed, that in the courſe of the next 1756: ' 

month both Hanoverians and Heſſians arrived in 

England, and encamped in different parts of the. 

kingdom.—As. the fears of an invaſion, ſubſided in, 

the minds of the people, their antipathy to theſe, 

foreign auxiliaries emerged. - They were beheld: 

with the eyes of jealouſy, ſuſpicion, and diſdain. 

They were treated with contempt, reſerve, and. 

rigour. The miniſtry was execrated for having re- 

duced the nation to ſuch a low circumſtance of diſ- 

grace, as that they ſhould owe their ſecurity to 

German' mercenaries, There were not wanting 

ſame incendiaries, who, circulated hints and, inſinua- 

tions, that the kingdom had been purpoſely left un- 

rovided ; and that the natives of South-Britain had 

been formerly ſubdued and expelled by a body of 
Saxon auxiliaries, whom they had hired for their 

preſervation, In a word, the doubts and ſuſpicions 

of a people naturally blunt and jealous were inflamed. 

to ſuch a degree of animoſity, that nothing would 

have reſtrained them from violent acts of outrage, 

but the moſt orderly, modeſt, and inoffenſive beha- 

viour by which both the Hanoverians and Heſſians 

were diſtinguiſhed, #5 

F. VII. Under the cloak of an. invading arma- 

ment, which engroſſed the attention of the Britiſh 
nation, the French were actually employed in pre- on 

parations for an expedition, which ſucceeded accords = — 

ing to their wiſn. In the beginning of the year, 

advice was received that a French ſquadron would 

ſoon be in a condition to ſail from Toulon: this was 

afterwards confirmed by repeated intelligence, not 

only from foreign gazettes, but alſo from Engliſh . 

miniſters. and conſuls. reſiding in Spain and Italy. 

They affirmed that the Toulon ſquadron conſiſted, 

of twelys.or fiſteen ſhips. of. the line, wich a. great.. 


a number 


„ 
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number of tranſports; that they were ſupplied with 
proviſion for two months only, conſequently could 
not be intended for America; and that ſtrong bodies 
of troops were on their march from different parts 
of the French dominions to Davphine and Provence, 
in order to be embarked, . Notwithſtanding theſe 
particulars of information, which plainly pointed out 
Minorca as the object of their expedition; notwith- 


ſtanding the extenſive and important commerce car- 


ried on by the ſubjeAs of Great Britain in the Me- 
diterranean; no care was taken to. fend thither a 
ſquadron of ſhips capable to protect the trade, and 


fruſtrate the deſigns of the enemy. That great pro- 


vince was left to a few inconſiderable ſhips and fri- 
gates, which could ſerve no other purpoſe than that 
of carrying intelligence from port to port, and en- 
riching their commanders, by making prize of 


merchant veſſels. Nay, the miniſtry ſeemed to 
pay little or no regard to the remonſtrance of Gene- 


ral Blakeney, Deputy- Governor of Minorca, who, 


in repeated advices, repreſented the weakneſs of the 
garriſon which he commanded in St. Philip's caſtle, 
the chief fortreſs on the iſland, Far from ſtrengthen- 


ing the garriſon with a proper reinforcement, they 
did not even ſend thither the officers belonging to it, 


who were in England upon leave of abſence, nor 


ive directions for any veſſel to tranſport them, un- 


til the French armament was ready to make a de- 


S VIII. 


ſcent upon that iſland ®, r 


: 


ft is with pleaſure we ſcize this opportunity of recording an in- 
fiance of gallantry and patriotiſm in a Britiſh officer, which would 
have done honour to the character of a Roman tribune. Captain 
Cunningham, an accompliſhed young 
gineer in ſecond at Minorca, being preferred to a Majority at home, 
and recalled to bis regiment by an expreſs order, had repaired with 
his family to Nice in Italy, where he waited for the opportunity o 
= ſhip bound for England, when he received certain intelſigence tha 
the French armament was deſtined for the place he had 
lady, whom he tenderly. loved, was jult delivered, 


out, 


entleman, Who acted as en- 


* 


itte. His 
two of his 
children were dangerouſly ill of the Imall-pox. He. recollected that 
the chief engineer at Minerca was infirm, and indeed diſabled by the 


: 


25 
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S VIII: At length, the deſtination of the enemy's CHA P. 

Rees being univerſally known, the miniſtry ſeemed to * 

rouſe from their lethargy, and, like perſons ſuddenly 2536. 

waking, acted. with hurry and precipitation. Inſtead 

of. detaching a ſquadron that in all reſpects ſhould be 

ſuperiour to the French fleet in the Mediterranean, 

and beſtowing the command of it upon an officer of 

approved. courage and activity, they allotted no 

more than ten ſhips. of the line for this ſervice, veſt. 

ing the command of, them in Admiral Byag, ho 

had never met with any occaſion to ſignalize his 

courage, and whoſe character was not very popular 

in the navy: but Mr, Welt, the ſecond in command, 

was a gentleman univerſally reſpected for his probity, 

ability, and reſolution. The. ten ſhips, deſtined. for 

this expedition, , were but in very indifferent order, 

poorly manned, and: unprovided. with either hoſpital 

or fice-ſhip. . They ſailed from Spithead on the 

ſeventh day of April, having an board, as part, 

their complement, .a regiment, of ſoldiers to be 
nded . at Gibraltar, with, Major-General Stuarty bis 

Lord Effingham, and Colonel. Cornwallis,. whoſe 

regiments were in gatriſon at Minorca, about forty = 
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gout, and that many things were wanting for the defence of the for- * 

treſs,” His zeal for the * A and ſervice of his country immediately 

triumphed over the calls of tenderneſs and of nature. He expend 

a conſidetable ſam of money in purchaſing timber for the platforms, 

and other neceſſaries for the ' garriſon 5 hived a hip for tranſporting FEM 

them thither 3 and tearing himſelf ſtom his wife and children, thug 

left among ſtrangers in a foreign country, embarked, again for Mi- 

norcaj where he knew he ſhould, be in a ene mapner expoſed. to p 77 

all the dangers of furious ſiege. In the courſe of this deſgerate _ 7 

ſervice he acquitted. himſelf with that vigilance, ſkill, and _ . | 

courage, which he had on diyers former ocegſions diſplayed, unti 

the aſſault whs given'to the Queen's-Baſtion; when mixing with the 

enemy, ſword in hand, he was difabled in his right arm by the ſhot, 

of a muſket and the thruſt pf a bayonef. His behaviour was fo ac, 

ceptable to hi$ ſovereign, that when he returned to England he was R 

preferred to the tank of Colonel in the Guards; He afterwards act 

as chief epgizeer in 'the- attempts and deſcents - which were made © 

the French coaſt. Though grievoully maimed, he accepted the famg 
ce in the expedition to Guadaloupe, where he died univerſally res 
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500 k inferior officers, and near one hundred recrvits, as 
t © reinforcement to St. Philip's fortreſs, "SF. 
"37356; IX. After all the intelligence which had been 
received, one would imagine the government of 
England was ſtill ignorant of the enemy's force and 
deſtination; for the inſtructions delivered to Admi- 
ral Byng imported, that, on his arrival at Gibraltar, 
he ſhould enquire whether any French ſquadron had 
aſſed through the ſtraits z and that, being certified 
n the affirmarive, as it was probably deſigned for 
North-America, he ſhould immediately. detach 
Rear-Admiral Weſt to Loviſbourg, on the iſland 
of Cape-Breton, with ſuch a number of ſhips; as 
when joined with thoſe at Hallifax, would conſtitute 
a force ſuperior to the armament of the enemy. 
On the ſecond day of May; Admiral Byng arrived 
at Gibraltar; where he found Captain Edgecumbe, 
Vith the Princeſs Loviſa ſhip of war, and a floop, 
who informed him that the French armament, com- 
manded by M. de la Galiſſonniere, confiſting of 
thirteen ſhips of the line, with a great number of 
. tranſports, having on board a body of fifteen thou- 
fund land-forces, had failed from Toulon on the 
tenth day of April, and made a defcent upon the 
iſland of Minorca, from whence he (Captain Edge- 
cumbe) had been obliged to retire at their approach. 
General Fowke, who commanded ar Gibraltar, had 
received two ſucceſſive orders from the Secretary at 
War, with reſpect to bis ſparing a battalion of troops 
to be tranſported by Mr. Byng, as a reinforcement 
to Minorca but as the two orders appeared incon- 
ſiſtent or equivocal, à council of war was conſulted, 
1 and the majority were of opinion that no troops 
|  - ſhould be ſent from thence to Minorcay except a 
detachment to ſupply the deficiency. in the little 
ſquadron of Captain Edgecumbe, who had left a 
good number of his ſeamen and marines, under the 
command of Captain Scroop, to aſſiſt ih the defence 
vf Fort St. Philip's, Theſe articles of r 0 


C620 © G2: 1h: 


"Admiral diſpatched by an expreſs to the Lirds of N Ar. 
the Admiralty, and in his letter made uſe of ſome. 
impolitick- expreſſions; which, io all probability, it 


-oA 


would have been well for him had he omitted. He 


ſaid; if he had been ſo happy as to have arrived at - 


Mahon before the French had landed, he flattered 
himſelf he ſhould have been able to prevent chelr 
getting a footing on that iſland, He complained; 
that there were no magazines in Gibraltar for ſupply- 
ing the . with neceſſaries; that the careën- 
ing- wharfs, pits, and ſtore: houſes were entirely de- 


tayed, ſo that he ſhould find the greateſt difficulty. 


in pg. the ſhips that were foul; and this was 
the caſe with ſome of tlioſe he carried out from 


England; as well äs with thoſe which had been för 


ſome time crhifirig in the Mediterranean. He fig- 


* 


4 


POR, it would be very impolitick to throw 
any men into St, Philip's-caſtle, which could not be 
ſaved without 1 land force ſufficient to raiſe the 


ſiege; therefore; a ſmall reinforcement would only 
add ſo many men to the number which muſt fall 


into the hands of the enemy. He obſetved, that ſuüch 
engineers and artillery- men in Gibraltar, as had been 
at Minorca, were of opinion, that it would be im- 


hified hib opinion, that, even if it ſhould be found -. 


400 


I obs — * : 


2736. 


% 


hole to throw any number of men into St. Philip's, 


F the French had erected batteries on the two ſhores 
near the enterande of the harbour; ſo as to bar all 
paſſage up to the ſally-port. of the fottrefs j and with 
this opinion he ſignified the conturrence of his own 
ſentiments; The firſt part of this letter was a down- 
right impeachment, of the miniſtry; for having de- 
fayed the expedition; for having ſent out ſhips unfit 


fot ſervice; and for having negleRed the magazines 


and wharfs at Gibraltar. In the latter part he ſeemed 


to prepare them for the ſubſequent account of his 


miſcorduR and miſcarriage. It cannot be ſuppoſed 


* 


* 


that they underwent this accuſation without appre- | 
henſion and reſetitmetit 4 and as they foreſaw the - 
e KK joa 
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Oo K loſs of -Minorca, which would not fail to excite 4 
U. national clamour, perhaps they now began to take 
1756. meaſures for gratifying their reſentment, and trans- 
'  _ ferring the blame from themſelves to the perſon who 


had preſumed to hint a diſapprobation of their con- 
duct: for this purpoſe they could not have found a 
fairer opportunity than Mr, Byng's ſubſequent beha- 
viour afforded. | | 


S X. The Admiral being ſtrengthened by Mr. 


Edgecumbe, and reioforced by a detachment from 
the garriſon, ſer ſail from Gibraltar on -the eighth 
day of May, and was joined off Majorca by his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip, the Phoenix, under the command of 
Captain ee who confirmed the intelligence he 
had already received, touching the ſtrength and 
deſlination of the French ſquadron. When he ap- 
proached Minorca, he deſcried the Britiſn colours 
ſtill lying at the caſtle of St. Philip's, and ſeveral 
bomb batteries playing upon it from different quar- 


ters where the French banners were - diſplayed. 


Thus informed, he detached three ſhips a-head, with 
Captain Hervey, to reconnoitre the harbour's mouth, 


and land, if poſſible, a letter for General Blakeney, 
giving him to underſtand the fleet was come to his 


aſſiſtance. Before this attempt could be made, the 
French fleet appearing to the ſouth eaſt, and the 
wind blowing ſtrong: off ſhore, he recalled-his ſhips, 


and formed the line of battle, About fix o'clock in 


the eyening, the enemy, to the number of ſeventeen 
ſhips, thirteen of which appeared to be very large, 


advanced in order; but about ſeven tacked, with a 
view to gain the weather-gage. Mr, Byng, in order 
to preſerve that advantage, as well as to make ſure 


of the land wind in the morning, followed their 
example, being then about five leagues from Cape- 


Mola. At day-light the enemy could not be de- 


ſcried but two tartanes appearing cloſe to the rear 


of the Engliſh ſquadron, they were immediately 
chaſed by ſignal. One eſcaped, and the ocher being 


Es „%% 41 


taken, 
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| taken, was n to have on board des Prench ſome: . 
tains, two lieutenants, and about one hundred pti- een 
vate ſoldiers, part of fix" hundred who had been 1746; ' 

ſent out in tartanes the preceding day, to reinforce 
the enemy's ſquadron. This ſoon re- appearing, the 
line of battle was formed on each ſide, and about 
two o'clock Admiral Byng threw out a ſignal to bear 
away two points from the wind and engage. At 
this time his diſtance from the enemy was ſo great, 
that Rear - Admiral Weſt, perceiving it impoſſible to 1 
comply with both orders, bore away with his diviſion — = 
ſeven-points from the wind, and cloſing down upon „ 
the enemy, attacked them with ſuch impetuofſty. —ʒ,5, 
that the ſhips which oppoſed him were in a littte bp 
time driven dut of the line. Had he been properly Mi 
ſuſtained by the van, in all probability the Briciſh | "= 
fleet would have obtained a complete victory; but = 
the other diviſion did not bear down, ' and v4 ens * - © 
my's centre keeping that ſtation, Rear-Admiral 
Weſt could not purſue his advantage without run. 
ning the riſque of ſeeing his communication with, * 
the reſt of the line entirely cut off, In the begin= 
ning of the action, the Intrepid, in Mr. Byng's di- 
viſion, was ſo diſabled in her rigging, that ſhe could 
not be managed, -and drove on the ſhip that was. 
next in poſition: a circumſtance which obliged ſe= 
veral others to throw all a-back, in order to. avoid. 
confuſion, and for ſome time retarded the action. = 
Certain it is, that Mr. Byng, though accommodated: „ = 
with a noble ſhip of ninety guns, "made lictle'or 1 1 
uſe of his artillery, but kept aloof, either from an. . 3 
overſtrained obſervance of diſcipline, or timidit ß). 
When bis Captain exhorted him to bear down upon 
the enemy; he very coolly replied, that he would | = 
avoid the error of Admiral Matthews, who, in his ; 5 
5 engagement with the French and Spaniſh. ſ dadrons 
. off Toulon, during the preceding war, ha broke "| 
the line by his own precipitation, and expoſed him = 
. vogly to a fire " he could not ſuſtain. Mr. | 
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B Do K Byng, on the contrary, was determined: againſt act - 


a 


"wk 


% 


an hoſpital for the ſick and wounded,* Ia this fitua« = 


ing, except with the line entire; and, on pretence of 
rectiſying the diſorder which had happened among 
ſome of the ſhips, heſitated fo long, and kept at 
ſuch a wary diſtance, that he never was properly en- 

aged, though he received ſome few- ſhots in his 
hull. zl. de la Galiſſonniere ſeemed equally averſe 


to the continuance of the battle: part of his ſqua- 


dton had been fairly obliged to quit the line; and 
though he was rather ſuperior to the Engliſh in 
number of men and weight of metal, he did not 
chooſe to abide the conſequence of a cloſer fight with 
an enemy ſo expert in naval operations: he, there- 
fore, tgok advantage of Mr. Byng's heſitation, and 
1 away with an eaſy ſail to join bis van, which 
had been diſcomfited. The Engliſh Admiral gave 
chaſe; but the French ſhips being clean, he could 
not come up and cloſe them again, ſo they retired 
at their leiſure. Then he put his ſquadron on the 
other tack, in order to keep the wind of the ene - 


eee ee 


ſight. 2 49 . 3 
IXI. While he lay-to with the reſt of his fleet, 


at the diſtance of ten leagues ſrom Mahon, he de- 


< 


cached cruiſers to look for ſome miſſing ſhips, which 


| Joined him accordingly, and made an enquiry into 


the condition of; the/ ſquadron. '. The number of 


killed amounted to ſorty- two, including Captain 


Andrews, of the Defiance, and about ont hundred 
wo ſixty-eight. were wounded. Three of the capital 

ips were ſo damaged in their maſts, that they 
could not keep the ſea, with any regard to their 
fafety : a great number of the ſeamen were ill. and 
there was no veſſel which could be converted into 


tion Mr. Byng called a council of war, at which the 
land officers were preſent. He rept᷑eſented to them, 


chat he was much inferior to the enemy in weight 


of metal and number of men; that they had the 
" —— +» wales, co -45+ C 


— *- advantage 
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advantage of ſending their wounded to Minorca, c HAP. 
from whence at the ſame time they were refreſhed Y 
and reinforced occaſionally ; that, in his opinion, it 7, 36 4 
was impracticable to relieve St. Philip's fort, and, a 
therefore, they ought to make the beſt of their way 
back to Gibraltar, which might require immediate 
protection. They unanimouſly concurred. with his 
ſentiments, and thither he directed his courſe ac- 
cordingly. How he came to be ſo well acquainted 
with the impracticability of relieving General Blake | 
ney, it is not. eaſy to determine, as no experiment 
was made for that purpoſe. Indeed, the negle& of 
ſuch a trial ſeems to have been the leaſt excuſable 
part of his conduct; for it afterwards appeared, 
that the officers and ſoldiers belonging to the garri- 
ſon. might have been landed at the ſally-port, with« 
out running any great riſque; and a gentleman, 
then in the fart, actually paſſed and repaſſed in a 
boat, unhurt by any of the enemy's batteries. 
XII. Mr. Byng's letter to the Admiralty, con- 
taining a detail of this action, is ſaid to have arrived 
ſome days before it was made publick; and when it 
appeared, was curtailed of divers expreſſions, and 
whole paragraphs, which either tended to his on 
juſtification, or implied a cenſure on the conduct of 
his ſuperiors. Whatever uſe might have been made 
of this letter while it remained a ſecret to the pub- 
lick we ſhall not pretend to explain: but ſure it is, 
that, on the ſixteenth day of June, Sir Edward | 
Hawke and Admiral Saunders ſailed from Spithead 5 > 
to Gibraltar, to ſuperſede the Admirals Byng and | = 
Weſt, in their commands of the Mediterranean j 
ſquadron; and Mr. Byng's. lettes was not publiſhed BEES 
till the twenty-fixth day of the ſame month, hen it > 
produced all the effect which: that gentleman's bit- | 
rereſt enemies could haue deſired. The populace | 1 
took fire like a train of the moſt haſty combuſtibles, 
and broke out into ſuch a clamour of rage and in- 
dignation againſt the devoted Admiral, as could not 
22 . KK 4 5 
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Bb o x have been exceeded If he had loſt the whole navy of 


111. 


1736. 


no be ſubdued through his; treachery or want of 
reſolution. In a word, he Was devoted as the ſcape- 


England, and left the coaſts of the kingdom naked 
to invaſion. This animoſity was carefully fomented 
and maintained by artful emiſſaries, who mingled 
with all publick afſemblies, from the drawing-room 
at St. James's to the mob at Chacing-croſs, They 
expatiated upon theinſolence, the folly, the cowardice; 


and miſconduct of the unhappy Admiral.“ They 


even preſumed to make their Sovereign in ſome 


meaſute an inſtrument of their calumny, by ſug- 
geſting, that his Majeſty had · prognoſlicated Byng's 
miſbehaviour from the contents of his firſt letter: 
dated at Gibraltar. They: ridiĩculed and refuted the 


reaſons; he had given for returning to that fortreſs, 


after his ſcandalous rencouater with the French ſqua- 


dton ; and, in order to exaſperate them to the moſt 
implacable reſentment, they exaggerated: the terri- 
ble conſequences of loſing Minorcaz which muſt 


goat of the miniſtry, to whoſe ſupine negligence, 


ignorance, and miſconduct, the loſs of that impor- 


tant fortreſs was undoubtedly owing. Byng's miſ- 
carriage was thrown out like a barrel to the whale, 


in order to engage the attention of the people, that 


it might not be attracted by the real cauſe of the 


national misfortune. lu order to keep up the flame 
which had been kindled; againſt the Admiral, te- 


courſe was had to the loweſt artifices. Agents were 


* 19 N. 9 00 + * *.+ *. yy 4 4 6 2 &. 3 p an: 
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employed to vilify his perſon in all publick places 
of vulgar reſort; and mobs were hired at different: 
parts of the capital to hang and burn him in 
elſigy. 114 464 2490-40185) 2% 5 en . n 
XIII. The two officers who ſucceeded to the 
command in the Mediterranean, were accompanied 
by Lord Tyrawley, whom his Majeſty had appointed 


to ſuperſede General Fowke! in the government of 


Gibraltar, that gentleman having-incurred- the. diſ- 
plcaſure.of - the miniſtry, for not having underſtood 


wit 
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an order which was Waisen By the ſame c RF. 
8 a letter from the Secretary to the Ad- 

iralty was tranſmitted to Mr. Byng, giving him 2766, 
notice that he was recalled. To this intimation 
replied in ſuch à manner as denoted a — 

vf having- done his duty, and a laudable deſite to 
vindicate his own conduct. His anſwer contained a 
2 account of the engagement in which he was 

ppoſed to have miſbehaved, intetmixed with ſome 
puerile calculations of the enemy's. ſuperiority in 
weight of metal, which ſerved no other purpoſe 
than that of expoſing his character ſtill more to ridi- 
cule and abuſe; and he was again ſo impolitick as 

o hazard certain expreſſions, which added freſn 
focl ts the reſentment of his enemies. Directions 

_ were immediately diſpatched to Sir Edward Hawke, 
chat Byng ſhould be ſent home in, arreſt 31 and an 
oder to the ſame purpoſe was lodged at every port 
ia the kingdom: precautions, which, however, un- | - 

neceſſary to ſecure the perſon of a man who longed | 
ardently to juſtiſy his character by a publick trial. 
ere yet productive of conſiderable effect in aug- 

. menting the popular odium. Admiral Byng im- | | 
mediately embarked in the ſhip which had carried e 
out his ſuceeſſor, and was accompanied by Mr. EY. 

| Weſty General Fowke, and ſeveral other officers of 
that garriſons; who were-alſo recalled, in conſequence 
of hay iog ſubſeribed to the reſult of the council of 

var, vhich we have mentioned above. When they 
arrived in England, Me. Weſt met with ſuch a gra- 
cious reception from his Majeſty as was thought due | 
to his extraordinary merit; but Mr. Byng was com- 
mitted cloſe prifancs 4 in an re of Greenwich 
Hoſpital. r i 
, „XIV. In the mean hin, the ſiege of St. Phi⸗ 
lip's fort. in Minorca was proſecuted with uncemit= 
ting vigour. The armament of Toulon, confiſting 
of the fleet commanded by M. de la Galiſſonniere, 
and che oops under n de ace n 
Pry * 3 on 
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BOOK on the eighteenth day of April at the port of Ciuda- 


> Wh 


della, on that part of the iſland oppoſite to Mahon, 
or St. Philip's, and immediately began to diſem- 
bark their forces. Two days before they reached 
the iſland, General Blakeney had, by a packet-boar, 
received certain intelligence of their approach, and 

ro make preparations for the defence of the 
caſtle. 'The fort which he commanded was very 


extenſive, ſurrounded with numerous redoubrs, ra- 


velins, and other ovtworks; and provided with ſub- 
rerrancan' galleries, mines, and traverſes, cut out of 
the ſolid rock with incredible labour. Upon the 
whole, thig was one of the beſt fortified places in 
Europe, well ſupplied with artillery, ammunition, 
and proviſionz- and, without all doubt. might have 


ſoſtained the moſt deſperate fiege; had it been de- 


fended by a numerous garriſon, conducted by able 
engineers, under the eye and auſpices of an active 
and fkilfvl commander. All cheſe advantages, how- 


ever, did not concur on this occaſion. The num- 


tives of the iſland | might have been ſerviceable as 


ber of troops in Minorea did not exceed four regi- 
ments, whereas the nature of the works required at 
leaſt double the number; and, even of theſe above 
forty officers were abſent. The chief engineer was 
rendered lamę by the gout, and the General himſelf 
oppreſſed with the 'infirmities of old age. The na- 


pioneers, or day Jabourers, but, from their hatred 


to the Proteſtant religion, they were generally averſe 


to the' Engliſh government, although they had lived 
happily and growi wealthy vader its influener. 
SXV. The governor ordered his officers to beat 


vp for volunteers in the adjacent town of St. Philip's: 
but ſew or none would enliſt under his banners, and 
tit ſeems he would not venture to compel them into. 
the ſervice. He reealled ail his advanced parties; 


and, in particular, a company poſted at Fornelles, 
where à ſmall redoubt had been raiſed, and five 
—_— | * | pieces. 
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ieces of cannon; which were now withdrawn, 26C'H F. 


ſoon as the enemy began to difembark their forces. 


At the ſame time Major Cunningham was detached 
with a party to break down the bridges, and break 
up the roads between that place and St. Philip's; 
but the taſk of deſtroying the roads could not be 
performed in ſuch a hurry, on account of the hard 
rock -which runs along the ſurſace of the ground 
through this whole iſland ; nor was there time to 
demoliſh the town of St. Philip's, which ſtood fo 


near the fort, that the enemy could not fail to-take 


advantage of its neighbourhood. The ſtreets ſerved 
m for trenches, which otherwiſe could not have 
dug through the ſolid rock. Here they made 


a lodgement cloſe to the works; here they found 
conveſſient batracks and quarters of 'refreſhment, 


maſks for their batteries, aud an effectual cover for 


their mortars and bombardiers. The General has 
been blamed for leaving the town ſtanding ; but if 


we conſider his uncertainty concerning the deſtina- 


tion of the French armamenr, the odious nature of | 


ſuch a precaution, which could not ſail ro exaſpe- 
rate the inhabitants, and the impoſſibility of exeeu- 


ting ſuch à ſcheme after the firſt appearance of the 


enemy, he will be found exeuſable, if not altogether 
blameleſs. Some houſes and windmills were actually 


demoliſhed,” ſo as to clear the eſplanade and the 


approaches. All the wine in the cellars of St. Phi- 


lip's town was deſtroyed, and the butts were carried 


into the caſtle, where they might ſerve for gabions 


and traverſes, ' Five-and-rwenty Minorquin” bakers 


were hired, and a large number of eattle brought 
into the fort, for the benefit of the garriſon. ' Fhe 
ports were walled up, the poſts-afſigned, the ſenti- 
nels placed, and all the different guards appointed. 
Commodore Edgecumbe, who then anchored in the 


harbour of Mahon, cloſe under the walls of the caf- 


cle, ſailed away with his little ſquadron, conſiſting 


11 the Cheſterficld, Princeſs Louiſa, Portland, and 


* 


Dolphin, ü 
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Dolphin, after having left all his matines, i detach... 
ment from Gibraltar, the whole. crew of the Porcu- 
pine ſloop, and the greater part of the Dolphin's, as 
a reinforcement to the fort, under the immediate 
direction and command of Captain Scroop, of the 
Dolphin, who, with great gallantry, offered him- 
ſelf for this ſevere duty, and: bravely ſignaliſed him- 
ſelf during the whole ſiege. The French Admiral 
might certainly have blocked up this harbour in 
ſuch a manner, as would have prevented the eſcape 
of theſe ſhips, and divers other rich merchant veſſels, 


which happened then to be at Mahon: but, in all 
probability, they purpoſelyallowed them to abandon 


the place, which, on any emergency, or aſſault, their 
crews and officers would have conſiderably rein- 


| forced. The enemy were perfectly acquainted with 


the great extent of the works, and the weakneſs of 


the gatriſop, from which gircumſtances they derived 


the moſt ſanguine hopes that the place might be ſud- 
denly taken, without the trouble of a regular ſiege. 
After Mr. Edgecumbe had ſailed for Gibraltar, and 
General Blakeney had ordered a ſloop to be ſunk in 


the changel- that leads to the harbour, the French 


ſquadron made its appearance at this part of the 
iſland z but, without baving attempted any thing 
. the fort, ſell to leeward of Cape-Mola. 
Next day they came ip ſight again, but ſoon bore 
away, and ne vet afterwards; during the whole courſe 
of the, ſiege, approached ſo near as to give the gar- 


| tiſon the lealt diſturbance. 


4 XVI, On the twenty- ſecond day of April, the. 
Goyernpr ſent a drummer to the French General 
with a letter, deſiring to know his reaſons ſor inv ading 
the iſland. To this an anſwer was retutned by the 
Duke de Richelieu, declaring he was come with in- 


; 28 to reduce the iſland under. the dominion of 
i 


s. Moſt Chriſtian, Majeſty, by way of retaliation 


for the conduct of his 'maſter; who. had ſeized and 


e the ſhips belonging to the we of France 


Wy 


and 
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and his ſubjects. If we may judge from the firſt e HA. 
operations of this nobleman, he was but indifferently _ 

rovided with engineers: for, inſtead of beginning 2756. 
Yin approaches on the ſide of St, Philip's town, cloſe 
by the outworks, where he might have been ſcreened 

from the fire of the garriſon, his batteries were erec- 
ted at Cape Mola, on the other ſide of the harbour, 

where they were more expoſed, their fire much leſs 
effectual, and indeed at. too great a diſtance to be 
of any ſervice. The fire of St. Philip's was ſo ſevere, 

and the cannon ſo well ſerved on this quarter, that 
in a little time the enemy thought proper to change 
their plan of attack, and advance omthe fide of St. 
Philip's town, which ought to have been the firſt 

object of their conſideration, eſpecially as they could 
find little or no earth to fill their gabions, and open 

their trenches: in the uſual form, On the twelfth of 

May, about nine at night, they opened two bomb 

batteries, near the place where. the windmills had 

been deſtroyed ; and from that period an inceſſant 
fire was kept up on both ſides, from mortars and 
cannon, the French continuing to raiſe new. batte- 
ries in every ſituation from whence they could annoy 
the beſieged. | bg Bak AE... 
$ XVII. On the ſeventeenth day of the month, 
the garriſon were tranſported with joy at ſight of the 
Britiſh ſquadron, commanded by Admiral Byng z 
and Mr. Boyd, commiſſary of the ſtores, ventured 
to embark in a ſmall boat, with ſix oars, which 
aſſed from St. Stephen's cove, a creek on the weſt 
ſide of the fortification, through a ſhower of cannon” 
and muſketry from the enemy's poſt on the other 
fide, and actually reached the open ſea, his deſign 
being to join the ſquadron ; but this being at a great 
diſtance, ftretching away to the ſouthward, and Mr. 
Boyd preceiving himſelf chaſed by twoof the enemy's 
light veſſels, he returned by the ſame route to the 
garriſon, without having ſuſtained the leaſt damage. 
A circumſtance which plainly confutes the notion of 
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30 x Mr. Byng, that it was impracticable to open # conf; 


III., 


15766. 


munication with the garriſon of St. Philip's. Next 
day the hopes of the befieged; which had prognoſti- 
cated' a naval victory to the Britiſh ſquadron, a' 
ſpeedy relief to themſelves, and” no leſs than capti- 
vity to the aſſailants, were conſiderably damped by 
the-appearance of the French fleet, which, quietly 
returned to their ſtation off the harbour of Mahon: 
That ſame evening they were told by a deſerter, 
that the Engliſh fleet had been worſted in an engage- 
ment by M. de la Galiffonniere ; and this informa- 
tion was ſoon confirmed by a general diſcharge, or 
feu de joie, through the whole French camp, to cele- 


brate the victory they pretended” to have obtained. 


How little ſocver they had reaſon to boaſt of any 
advantage in the action, the retreat of the Engliſh 
ſquadron was undoubtedly equivalent to a victory ; 


for had Mr. Byng acquired ahd maintained the ſus 


periority at ſea, the French forces, which had been 
_ diſembarked in Minorca, would, in all probability, 


have been obliged to furrender priſoners of war to 
his Britannick Majeſty, The caſe was now-muth | 
altered in their favour: their ſquadron cruiſed about 


the iſland without moleſtation i and they daily re- 


ceived, by means of their tranſports, reinforcements 
of men and ammunition, as well as conſtant ſupplies 
of proviſions. | 0 80 | 
S XVIII. The Engliſh garriſon, however tnorti- 
fied at finding themſelves thus abandoned, tefolve 
to acquit themſelves with gallantry in the defence 
of the place, not without ſome remaining hope that 
the Engliſh ſquadron would be reinforced; and te- 
turn to their relief; In the mean time, they ſuſtained 
and retorted the enemy's fire with undaunted reſo- 
Jution. They remounted cantion, the carriages of 
which had been diſabled : they removed them occa- 
fionally to places from whence it was judged they 
could do the greateſt execution 2: they repaired 
breaches, reſtored merlons, and laboured*wirh _ 
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priſing alacrity, even vhen they were furrounded'byCH AF. 
the numerous batteries of the foe; when their em- 
btaſures, and even the parapets, were demoliſhed, 
and they ſtood expoſed not only to the cannon and 
mortars, but alſo to the muſquetry, which fired 
upon them, without ceaſing, from the windows of 
the houſes in the town of St. Philip. By this time, 
they were inveſted with an army of twenty thouſand 
men, and plyed inceſſantly from ſixty-two battering 
carinon, twenty-one mortars, and four howitzers, 
beſides the ſmall arms: nevertheleſs, the loſs of men 
within the fortreſs was very inconfiderable, the 
garriſon being moſtly ſecured in the ſubterranean 
works, which were impenetrable to ſhells or ſhort. 
By the twenty-ſeventh day of June they had made a 
practicable breach in one of the ravelins, and dama= 
ged the other outworks to ſuch a degree, that they 
determined this night to give a general aſſault. 

Accordingly, between the hours of ten and eleven, 
they advanced to the attack from all quarters on the 
land fide; ' At the ſame time a ſtrong detachment, 
in armed boats, attempted to force the harbour, 
and penetrate into the creek, called St. Stephen's ; 
Cove, to ſtorm Fort Charles, and ſecond the attack 
upon Fort Marlborough, on the farther ſide of the 
creek, the moſt detached of all the outworks: The 
enemy advanced with great intrepidity, and their 
commander, the Duke de Richelieu, is ſaid to have 
led them up to the works in perſon. Such an 
aſſault could not but be attended with great ſlaugh- 
tet: they were mowed down, as they approached, 
with grape ſhot and muſquetry: and ſeveral mines 
were ſprung with great effect, ſo that the glacis was 
almoſt covered with the dying and the dead. Ne- . 
vertheleſs, they perſevered with uncommon reſolu- 
tion; and, though repulſed on every other fide, at 
length made a lodgement in the Queen's redoubt, 
which had been greatly damaged by their cannon. 
Whether their ſucceſs in this quarter was * 5 
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Oo k the weakneſs of the place, or to the timidity of the 


, efender, certain it is, the enemy were jn poſſeſſion the 
ce, before it was known to the, officers. of the garriſon 4 ed 
for Lieutebant Colonel, Jeffries, the ſecond ig com- ene 
mand, x ho had acquitted himſelſ ſince the beginning. tior 

of the ſiege. with equal courage, ſuill, and activity, ma 

in his viſitation of this poſt, was ſuddenly ſurrounded Was 

and taken by a file of French grenadiers, at a time Bel 

when, he never dreamed they had made a lodgement. mai 

Ma or e who accompanied him, met def] 

with a ſeverer fate, though he eſcaped captivity : he ma) 

was run through the arm with a bayonet, and the ſide 

piece being diſcharged, at the ſame time, ſhattered ; ind 

the bones of his hand in ſuch. a manner, that he was me; 
maimed for life. In this ſhocking condition he, req of 

tired behind a traverſe, and was carried home to his gar 
quarters. Thus the, Governar. was deprived. of his; pir 

two principal aſſiſtants, one being taken, and the call 

other diſabled... DR EL ee eee bre 

8 XIX. The enemy having, made themſelves . 5 

tha 


maſters of Anſtruther's and the, Queen's tedoubts,, 


from which perhaps they might have been, dillodged,, acc 
had a vigorous: effort been made for hat purpoſe, by 
before they had Jeifure to ſecure themſelves, the, nun 
Duke de Richelieu ordered a parley to be heat, in that 
order to obtain permiſſion to bury the dead, and; bre. 
tiemove the wounded. This requeſt was granted and 
with more humanity than diſcretion, inaſmuch as che 2 
wit 


enemy took this opportunity to throw a xeinforce, 
ment of men privately into the places where the peſl 
jodgements had been made, and theſe ,, penetrated, 
into-the. gallefy of the mines, which commynicated 


with all the other outworks. During this ſhort ceſſa- Gon 
tion, General Blakeney ſummoned. a council of hav 
war, to deliberate upon the ſtate of the fort and gary mal 
riſon; and the majority declared for a capitulation,, con 
The works were in many. places ruined ; the body wer 
of the caſtle was 1 many guns , were, gits % Ball 
mounted, the embraſures and parapets ana? uy 
2 Nene +: | | r 
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the palliſadoes broke in pieces, the garriſon exhauſt. CHAP; 
ed with hard duty and inceſſant watching, and . 
enemy in poſſeſſion of the ſubterrahean communica- 76. 
tions: Beſides, the Governor had received infor- 
mation from priſoners, that the Duke de Richelieu 

was alarmed by a report that the Marſhal Duke de 
Belleiſle would be ſent to ſuperſede him in the com- 
mand, and for that reaſon would hazard another 
deſperate aſſault, which it was the opinion of the 
majority the garriſon could not ſuſtain. Theſe con- 
ſiderations, added to the deſpair of being relieved; 
induced him to demand a capitulation. But this 
meaſure was not taken with the unanimous conſent 
of the council. Some officers obſerved, that the 
ade, was very little diminiſhed, and ſtill in good 
pirits: that no breach was made in the body of the 
caſtle, nor a ſingle cannon erected to batter in 
breach: that the loſs of an outwork was never deemed 

- a ſufficient 'reaſon for ſurrendering ſuch a fortreſs: 
that the counterſcarp was not yet taken, nor, on 
account of the rocky ſoil, could be taken, except 
by aſſault, which would coſt the enemy a greater 
number than they had loſt in their late attempt! 
that they could not attack the ditch, or batter in 
breach, before the counterſcarp ſhould be taken, 
and even then they muſt have recourſe to galleries 
before they could paſs the foſſẽ, which was furniſhed 
with mines and countermines : finally, they ſug- 
geſted, that in all probability the Britiſh ſquadron 
would. be reinforced, and ſail back to their relief; 
or, if it ſhovld not return, it was the duty of the 
Governor to defend the place to extremity, without 
having any regard to the conſequences. Theſe re- 
marks being over-ruled, the chamade was beat, a 
conference enſued, and very honourable conditions 
were granted to the garriſon, in conſideration of the 
pallant defence they had made. This it muſt be 
owned was vigorous while it - laſted, as the French 
Gentral was ſaid to have loſt five thouſand men in 

Vor. III. | Ny the 
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00K the ſiege; whereas the loſs of the garriſon, which 
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firſt fell ſhort of three thouſand men, gig not exceed 
one hundred, The capitvlation i imparted, that the 
garriſon ſhould march out with al} ts hoqours of 
ar, and be conveyed by fea to Gibraltar. The 
rench, were put in poſſeſſion of one ate, 2 well 
as Fort-Charles and Marlbqrough redoubt : but the 
Engliſh troops remained in the other _ till the 
Cvenh day of July, when | dex embarked. In the 
mean time, rec 18 om, ities paſſed between the 
commanders and officers of both nations. 
$ XX. The articles of c pirplayon were no ſopne 
executed than Monſieur de la Galiſſonniere f fled 
back ro Toulon, with all the prizes which had 
5 anchor in the harhour of Mahan, fince the fo ch 
St. Philip was firſt inveſted. In all ng the 
ſafety himſelf and his whale Wen e owing 
0 this expeditious retreat; SY a few days after 
the ſurrender of the fort, Sir Edward Havke s fleet, 
fn hom? by five ſhips of the line, which had ber 
ent from England, w n the firlt tidings artived of 
Minorca's being 2 now made its, appearance 
off the iſland : but by this time Galifſoqnicre way 
retired, and the Engliſh Admiral hag the mortifica- 
tion to ſee the French colours flying vpon St. eps 1 $ 
caſtle. , What, perhaps, 0 | 8 gall nt, offi- 
cer ſtill more, he was not provided at 
Noops, and ſmall craft to — round the with ng i 
intercept the ſupplies which were daily ſent to the 
enemy. Had he reached Minorca ſooner, be might 
have e the French ſquadron; but t he could 
not have raiſed the dete * # St. Philip's, becauſe 
the Duke de Richelieu ad received! 5 reinforce- 
ments, and ſuch a train of artillery as, oo. fortificas 
tion could long u ithſtand. Indeed, if the garriſon 
had been conſiderably a Ss and. the commu- 
5 8 wich it we ſeg, the defenge. would 


have 188 Protra * dio PAY vigotaus — 52 


J ad beat. 5 He eb 
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might baue been made, that the aſſailants wauldC 


di 28 no to repent of their enterprize. 
brought to Verſailles, by the Count of Egmont, 
whom the Doke de Richelieu bad: diſpatched for 
that purpoſe, the people of France were tranſported 
with the moſt exttavagant joy, Nothing was ſeen 


but triumphs and. proceſſians ; nothing heard but 


anthems, congratulations, and e enco - 
miums upon che conqueran of Minorca, who. was 


celebrated in a thouſand poems and ſtudied arations 4 


while the conduct of the Engliſh was vilifled and 
ridiculed in ballads, faters, and paſquinades. No- 
thing more argues the degeneracy of a warlike nation 


than the pride of ſuch mean triumph, for an advan- 


tage, which, ip more yigoraus times, would ſcarce 


have been diſtinguiſhed: by the ceremony of a 7 


Deum Laudamus. Nor is this childiſh exultation, 
that diſgraces the laurels of victory, confined to the 
kiogdom of France. Truth obliges us to own, that 
even the ſubjects of Great - Britain are apt to be ele» 
vated by ſucceſs into an illiberal inſolence of ſelfs 
applauſe, and contemptuous compariſon. This muſt 
be condemned as a proof of unmanly arrogance, 
and abſurd ſelf-canceir, by all thoſe who caolly re- 
fe, that the events of war generally, if not always, 
depend upon the genius or miſconduct of one indi- 
vidual. The laſs of Minorca was ſeverely felt in 


England, as a national diſgrace z but, inſtead of 


producing dejection and deſpondence, it excited an 
univerſal clamour of rage and reſentment, not only 
againſt Mr. Byng, who bad retreated from the 


French ſquadron ; but alſo in reproach of the admi- 


niſtration, which was taxed with having neglected 
the ſecurity of Minorcz. Nay, ſome politicians 


were inflamed into a ſuſpicion, that this important 


place had been negatively betrayed iuta the hands of 
the enemy, that, in caſe the arms of (Great-Britain 
ſhould praſper in other parts af the world, the 
| | GIS: French 
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BOOK French King might have ſome ſort of equivalent to 
l. reſtore for the conqueſts which ſhould be abandoned 
1716. At the peace. This notion, however, ſeems to have 

been conceived from ptejudice and party, which now 
began to appear with the moſt acrimonious aſpect, 

not only throughout the united kingdoms in general, 

but even in the Sovereign's councils. 1 

XXII. Sir Edward Hawke, being diſappointed 

in his hope of encountering La Galiſſonniere, and 
8 reheving the Engliſh gatriſon of St. Philip's, at leaſt 
 - aſſerted the empire of Great-Britain in the Mediter- 
ranean, by annoying the commerce of the enemy, 
and blocking up their ſquadron in the harbour of 
Toulon. Underſtanding that the Auſtrian govern- 
ment at Leghorn had detained-an Engliſh privateer, 
and impriſoned the Captain, on pretence that he 


bad) violated the neutrality of the port, he detached th 
two ſhips of war, to inſiſt, in a peremptory manner, .3 

on the releaſe of the ſhip, effects, crew, and cap- fr 
tain; and they thought proper to comply with his ſe 
demand, even without waiting for orders from the 12 
Court of Vienna. The perſon in whoſe behalf a 

. the Admiral thus interpoſed, was one Fortunatus 8 
Wright, a native of Liverpool; who, though a " 

2 ſtranger to a ſea-life, had, in the laſt war, equip- Fi 
ped a privateer, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf in ſuch a 2 
manner, by his uncommon vigilance and valour, 8 
that, if he had been indulged with a command ſuit- 1 
able to his genius, he would have deſerved as ho- il 
nourable a place in the annals of the navy, as that 4 
which the French have beſtowed upon their boaſted tl 

__ -  Gvai Trouin, Du Bart, and Thurot. An uncom- P 


mom exertion of ſpirit was the occaſion of his being 
dietained at this juncture. While he lay at anchor in 
the harbour of Leghorn, commander of the St. 
George privateer of Liverpool, a ſmall ſhip.of twelve 

| _ gons and eighry men, a large French xebeque, 

' « © _ mounted with fixteen cannon, and neatly three times 
the number of his complement, choſe ber ſtation in 

pa | | view 
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view of the harbour, in order to interrupt the Bri- CHA *- 


eiſh commerce. The gallant Wright could not 


endure this inſult : notwithſtanding the enemy's ſu- 2756, 1 


periority in metal and number of men, he weighed 
anchor, hoiſted his fails, engaged him within ſighs 


of the ſhore, and after a very obſtinate diſpute, in . 
which the captain, lieutenant, and above threeſcore 


of the men belonging to the xebeque were killed on 
the ſpot, he obliged them to ſheer off, and returned 
to the harbour in triumph. This brave corſair 
would, no doubt, have ſignaliſed himſelf by many 
other exploits, had not he, in the ſequel, been over- 
taken in the midſt of his career by a dreadful ſtorm, 
in which the ſhip foundering, he and all his crew 


periſhed. __ | 


XXIII. Sir Edward Hawke, having ſcoured : 


the Mediterranean, and inſulted theenemy's ports, re- 


turned with the homeward-baund trade to Gibraltar ; 
from whence, about the latter end of the year, he 


ſer ſail for England with part of his ſquadron, leav- 
ing the reſt in that bay, for the protection of our 


commerce, which, in thoſe parts, ſoon began to ſuffer. 


extremely from French privatcers, that now ſwarmed 


in the Mediterranean, General Blakeney had arri- 


ved, with the garriſon of Minorca, at Portſmouth, 


in the month of November, and been received: with 
expreſſions of tumultuous joy: every place through 


which he paſſed celebrated his return with bonfires, 


illuminations, bell-ringing, and acclamations: every 
mouth was opened in his praiſe, extolling him for 


the gallant defence he had made in the caſtle of St. 


Philip. Ia a word, the people's veneration for 
Blakeney increaſed in proportion to their abhorrence 


of Byng : the firſt was lifted into an idol of admira- : 


tion, while the other ſunk jnro an object of W 3 
and they were viewed at different ends of a falſe 


perſpective, through the medium of prejudice and 


paſſion; of a perſpective artfully contrived, and 
applicd by certain miniſters for the. purpaſes of ſclf+; 
| . Ainteteſt 
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or inteteſt and deceit. The ernie is ſaidd to have 
. 0 


III. 


— 


1736. 


been influenced by the prepolſef 
Mr. Blakeney met with a gracious reception from 
his Majeſty, who raiſed him to the rank of an Iriſh 
baroh, in conſideration of his faithful ſervices 
while ſome malcontents murmuted at this mark 6 
favour, as an uifcaſonible facrifice to popular 


miſapprehenſion. | 


XXIV. Ia the beginhing of the year, che men- 
res taken by the Government in England ſeem to 
have been chiefly dictated by the dread of an inva- 


| fron, from which the mũniſters did not think them- 


ſelves ſecured by the gvard-ſhips and cruifers on 


different parts of the coaſt; ot the ſtanding army of 


the kingdom, though re · enforced by the two bodies 


öͤf German auxiliaries. A confiderable number of 
new troops was levied: the ſucceſs in recrviting was 


not only promoted by the land- holders throughout 
the kingdom, who Uiought their eſtates were at 
ſtake, and for that reaſon encduraged their depen- 
dents' to engage in'the ſervice, but alſo in a great 
meaſure owing to a dearth of corn, which reduced 
the lower 'claſs of Jabovrers to foch diftrefs, that 


ſome infurreQions were raiſed, and many inliſted 
with à view to obtain a livetitibod, which otherwiſe 


they could not Earn, New ſhips of war were built, 
and daily put in commiſſion ; but it was found im- 
practicable to man them, without having recourſe to 


the odious and illegal practice of impreffing ſailors, = 
which muſt always be a teproach to every, free peo- 


ple. Notwithſtanding large bounties, granted by the 
government to voluntiers, it was found neceffary to 


lay an embargo upon all ſhipping, and impreſs all 


the ſeamen that could be found, without any regard to 


former protections; ſo that all the merchant ſhips 


were ſtripped of their hands, and foreign commerce 
for ſome time wholly ſuſpended. Nay; the expedi- 


ent of compelling men into the ſervice was cartied 
to an unuſual degree of oppreſſion ; for rewards were 
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from their families and connexions to confinement, 
mutilation, and death, and totally cut off from the 
enjoyment of that liberty, which, perhaps, at the 
expence of their lives, their own arms had helped 
co preſerve, in favour of their ungrareful eountry*. 
XXV. About eighty ſhips of the line and three< 
ſcore frigates were already equipped, and conſider- 
able bodies of land forces aſſembled, when, on the 
third day of February, a proclamation was iſſued, 
1 all officers civil and military, upon the 
fitlt appearance of any hoſtile- attempt to land upon 
the coaſts of the Kingdom, immediately to cauſe all 
horſes, oxen, or cattle, which might be fit for draft 
or biirthen, and not actually employed in the King's 
ſervice, ot in the defence of the country, and alſo. 
(ſo far as might be practicable) all other-cattle and 
roviſions, to be driven and removed twenty miles | 
at feaſt from the place where ſuch hoſtile attempt TW 
ſhould be made, and to ſecure the ſame, fo as that 
they might not fall into the hands or power of thoſe 
who ſhould make ſuch attempt; regard being had, 
however, that the feſpective owners ſhould fuffer 
as little damage as might be conſiſtent with the pub- 
hek ſafety, +: _— poo ira ts 2 heed 
8 XXVI. As the miniftry were determined to 
4ke-their chief efforts againſt the enemy in North- 
merica, where the firſt hoſtilities had been com- 
mitted, and where the ſtrongeſt impreſſion could be 


* At this ; , a number of publick ſpirited 'merchants of | 
the city ef London, and others, formed themſelves in a. very 
laudabſe aſſociation, under the name of the Marine Society, and contri- 
buted conſiderable ſums of money for equipping ſuch orphans, friend - 
leis, and forlorn boys, as OC to engage in the ſervice of the 
navy. In conſequence: of this excellent plan, which was executed 
with equa} zeal and diſcretion, many thouſands were reſcued from 
miſery, and rendered uſeful-members-of that ſociety, of which they 
muſt hae been the bane and reproach, without this humane inter- 
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made, a detachment of two regiments was ſent 


thither under the conduct of General Abercrombie 


appointed as ſucceſſor. to General Shirley, whom 
they recalled, as a perſon no ways qualified to con- 


duct military operations: nor, indeed, could any 


ſvcceſs in war be expected from a man who had not 
been trained to arms, nor ever acted but in a civil 
eapacity, But the command in chief of all the 
Gro in. America. was conferred upon the Earl of 
Loudoun, a. nobleman of amiable character, who, 
had already diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the ſervice of 
his country. Over and above this command, he 
was. now appointed governor of Virginia, and 
colonel of a Royal American regiment, conſiſting 


of four battalions, to be raiſed in that country, and 


diſciplined, by officers of experience, invited from 
foreign ſervice. Mt. Abercrombie ſet ſail for Ame - 


rica in March; hut the Earl, of Loudoun, who | 


directed in chief the plan of operations, and was 
veſted with power and avthority little inferior to 
oe of a viceroy, did not embark till the latter end 

e ee eee dv ee 
eh XXVII. All theſe previous meaſures being 
taken, his Majeſty, in the courſe of the ſame month, 
light” proper. W Publiſh a. Jeclaration. of war, 


„When the French "ambaſſador returned to London, he propoſed 
that orders ſhovid'be immediately diſpatched” to the Engliſh gover- 
nors in America, with expreſs orders to deſifl from any new un- 
dertak ing, and all acts of hoſtility; but with regard to the lands on 
the Ohio, to put, without delay, matters an the ſame footing in 
which they ſtood before the late war, that the seſpetlive claims of 
both nations might be amicably referred to the commiſſaries at Paris. 


The Britiſh court agreed to the ceſſation of hoſtilities, and the 
| diſcuſbon of -the dijpures by the mitiiſters of the two crowns, on 


condition that all the "poſſeſſions in America ſhould be ptevi- 
ouſly put in the ſittation preſcribed by the treaty of Utrecht, 
confirmed by that of Aix-la- Chapelle. The French miniſtry, in- 


- ſtead: of complying” with this condition, produced an evalive draft 


of a preliminary convention, and this. was anſwered by a counter- 
| ſal : At length the ambaſſador of France derfanded, as pre- 
—— conditions, that Great-Btitain would renounce all claim to 


„ Thu 


the (uth-caſt of te river Ft, Laurence, and the lakes that diſcharge 
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againſt the French King, importing, that, Gace the CH d 


treaty of Aix-le-Chapelle, the ufurpations and en- 


croachments made upon the Britiſh territories, in . 


America, had been notorious : That his Britannick 
Majeſty had, in divers ſerious repreſentations-to the 


court of Verſailles, complained of theſe repeated. 


acts of violence, and demanded fatisfaftion ; but 


notwithſtanding the repeated aſſurances given by the 


French King, that every thing ſhould be ſettled 
agreeably to the treaties ſubſiſting between the two 


crowns, and particularly that the evacuation of the 
four neutral iſlands in the Weſft-Indies ſhould be 
effected, the execution of theſe aſſurances, and of 


the treaties on which they were founded, had been 


evaded under the moſt frivolous pretences: That the 
unjuſtifiable practices of the French governors, and 
officers acting under their authority, were ſtill con- 

tinued, until they broke out in open acts of hoſtility 


in 
themſelves into that river; cede to the French twenty leagues of 
country lying along the bay of Fundy, which divides Acadia, or 
Nova- Scotia; and all the land between the rivers Ohio and Oua- 
bache. A memorial was afterwards preſented on the ſame ſubject, in- 
cluding the affair of the neutral iſlands in the Weſt-Indies z but this 
was 1 retuted in another piece, in which the Britiſh miniſiry 
obſerved, that even at the very opening of the commiſſion eſtabliſhed. 
in Paris, for terminating amicably the diſputes in North-America, 


the French invaded Nova-Scotia, erected three forts in the heart of 
that province, and would have deftroyed the Engliſh ſettlement at 


Halifax, had not they been prevented: That the like hoſtilities were 
committed upon his Britannick Majeſty's ſubjects on the Ohio and 
Indian lakes, where the governors appointed by the French King, 
without any ſhadow of right, prohibited the Engliſh from trading ; 
ſeiſed their traders by force, and ſent them priſoners to France; 
invaded the territories of Virginia, attacked a fort that covered ite 
frontier, and to ſecure their uſurpations, erected with an armed force, 
a chain of forts on the lands which they had invaded ; That his. 
Britannick Majeſty had complained of theſe hoſtilities to the court 
of Verſailles, but without effect; ſo that he found himſelf 
obliged to provide for the * of his ſubjects ; and as the en- 

chments made by France were hoſtile, it could never be unlaw- 
ful, or irreconcileable with the aſſurance of his Majeſty's peaceable 
diſpaſition, to repel an aggreſſor; and that the ſame motive of ſelf- 
defence had forced him to ſeiſe the French ſhips and failors, in 
order to deprive that court of the means of making an invaſion, 


with which their miniſters in all che courts of Europe had menge 
plant, © | 7 
8 | 
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Ats ToRY Or ENGLAND, * 
in the yeur vne thouſand ſeven Hunditec and fifty. fou t 
when; in tithe of profound peace, without any declara- 


78. tibn of wat, without any previous notice gieeh, or 


applitstion fade; à body of Plehth trobps, com- 
mahnded bY an bffictr bearing the French mn s com- 
miſon, \artacked in an hoftile manner, and tbok 
öffeſñcn bf an Engliſh fort on the Hver Ohib, in 
Rt che Atnegea That peat naval armaments Were 


epared in the porte of France, and a conſidetable 


. Botly of French trobps embarked for that evuntry t 

That although the Fretich Ambaffadot was ſent 
bak to England wich ſpecibus profeffions of à de- 
fire to arcogmodare theſe diffetences, it appeared 
theit rea) venue was only to 4tmoft and gain time for 
che paſſage of rheſe ſopplies and re-inforcetnents, 
which they hoped woold ſecure the ſuperiority of the 
French fortes in America, and ehablè them to catry 
their atmbitious znd 'oppreflive projects into etecu- 
ton: That in conſequence of the juſt and neceſſary 
meaſures taken, by the ping, of Great-Britain for 
preventing the ſucceſs of ſuch a dangerous delign, 
the French ambaſſudor was immediately recalled 


_ from England, the fortifications of Dunkitk were 


enlarged, great bodies of troops marched down to 
the ſta-toiſts of France, and the Britiſh dominfons 
threatened with an invaſion :. That though the King 
of England; in order to ſruſtrate theſe intentions, 
had given orders for feifing at fea the ſhips of the 
French King and his ſubjects, yet he had hitherto 


contented bimſeff with deraining thoſe fhips Which 


had been taken, and preſetviog their cargoes entire, 
without proceeding to confiſcation; but it being at 
laſt evident from the hoſtile invalion of Minorca, 

that the court of Verſailles was determined to reject 


war with the utmoſt violence, his Britannick Majeſty 


crown, and the welfare of his ſubjects, remain within. 


thoſe bounds, which, from a drlire of peace he hag 


hichereo 
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Ritherto obſerved. A denunclation of war followed 
in the uſual form, and was concluded with an 
aſſurance, that all the French ſubjects reſiding in 
Steat-Britain and Ireland, who ſhould demean them. 
ſelves dotifully to rhe government, might depend 
up 8 its protection, and be ſafe in their perſons and 

—_ „ FE 
F XXVIIl. In the beginning of June the French 


Majeſty, and his declaration was couched in terms of 
encommon aſperity. He artfully threw a ſhade over 
the beginning of hoſtilities in North-America, re- 
ferring to a memorial which had been delivered to 
the ſeveral courts of Europe, containing a ſummary 
of thoſe facts which related to the preſent war, and 
the negociations by which it had been preceded. 
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King declared war in his turn againſt his Britannick 


He inſiſted on the attack made by the King of Eng- 


land, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fifty-four, on the French poſſeſſions in North- Ames 
rica : and afterwards by the Engliſh navy on the 
navigation and commerce of the French ſubjects, 
in contempt of the law of nations, and direct viols- 
tion of treaties, He complained that the French 
ſoldiers and ſailors underwent the harſheſt treatment 


in the Britiſh iſles, exceeding thoſe bounds which are 


hag to the molt rigorous rights of war, by the 


aw of nature, and common humanity. He af- 


firmed, that while the Engliſh miniſtry, under the 
appearance of ſincerity, impoſed upon the French 
ambaſſador with falſe proteſtations, orders diame- 
trically oppoſite to theſe deceitful aſſurances of a 
ſpeedy accommodation were actually carrying into 
execution in North-America: That while the court 
of London employed every caballing art, and ſquan- 
dered away the ſubſidies of England, to inſtigate 
other powers againſt France, Mis moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty did not even aſk of theſe powers the ſuc- 
cours which guarantees and deſenſive treaties autho- 


f 


riſed 


8 
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no ox riſed him to demand: but recommended to them 


III, 
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ſuch meaſures only as tended to their own peace and 


ſecurity; That while the Engliſh navy, by the moſt 


odibus violences, and ſometimes by the vileſt artifices, 
made captures of French veſſels, navigating, in full 
ſecurity under the ſafeguard of "ob 

moſt Chriſtian Majeſty celeaſed an Engliſh frigate 
taken by a French ſquadron; and Britiſh, veſſels 


traded to the ports of France without moleſtation, 
That the ſtriking contraſt formed by theſe different 


methods of proceeding would. convince all Europe, 


that one court was guided by motives. of jealouſy, 
ambition, and avarice, and that the conduct of the 


other was founded on principles of honour, juſtice, 
and moderation: Thar the yague imputations con- 
tained. in the King of England's declaration, had 
in reality no foundation; and the very manner in 
which they were ſet forth would prove their futility 
and falſchood: That the mention made of the works 
at Dunkirk, and the troops aſſembled on the coaſts 
of the occan, implied the moſt groſs attempt to de- 
ceive mankind into a belicf, that theſe were the 
points which determined the King of England to 
iſſue orders for ſeizing the French veſſels; whereas, 
the works at Dunkirk. were not begun till after two 
French ſhips of war had been taken by an Engliſh 
ſquadron ; and depredations had been committed fix 
months upon the ſubjects of France before the firſt bat- 
talions began their march for the ſeaſide. In a word, 


the molt Chriſtian King, lay ing aſide that politeneſs 
and decorum on which his people value themſelves 
above all the nations upon the face of the earth, very 


roundly taxes his brother monarch's admigiſtta- 
tion with piracy, perfidy, inhumanity, and deceit. 


A charge conveyed in ſuch reproachful terms, 
' againſt one of the moſt reſpectable crowned heads 
in Europe, will appear the more extraordinary. and 


injurious, if we conſider that the accuſers were well 


acquainted with'the falftty of their own impurarions, 


ck aith, his 
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und at the ſame time conſcious of having practiſed CHA P. | 
_ thoſe very arts which they affected ſo much to decry. 
For, after all, ir muſt be allowed, that nothing 2736. 
could be juſtly urged againſt the Engliſh govern- 
- ment, wich reſpett to France, except the omiſſion 
olf ea mere form, which other nations might inter- 
pret into an irregularity, but could not conſtrue into 
perfidious dealing, as the French had previouſſy 
violated the peace by their inſolence and encroach- 


: 


ments. Fg | 
XXIX. Whatever might have been the opinion 
of other nations, certain it is, the ſubjects of Great- 
Britain heartily approved of the hoſtilities com- 
mitted and intended againſt a people,” whom they 
have always conſidered as their natural enemies, 
and the incendiaries of Europe. They chearfully 
rontributed to the expenſe of armaments“, and 
ſeemed to approve of their deſtination, in hopes of 
being able to wipe off the diſgraces they had ſuſ- 
tained in the defeat of Braddock, and the loſs of 
Minorca. The laſt event made a deep impreſſion 
upon the minds of the community. An addreſs was 
pteſented to the King by the Lord-Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Common- Council of London, containing 
ſtrong hints ro the difadvantage of the miniſtry. 
They expreſſed their apprehenſion, that the loſs of. 
the important fortreſs of St, Philip and iſland of- 
Minorca, poſſeſſions of the utmoſt” conſequence to 
the commerce and naval ſtrength of Great-Britain, 
without any attempt by timely and effectual ſuccours 
to prevent or defeat an attack, after ſuch early notice 
bf the enemy's intentions, and When his Majeſty's 
navy was ſo evidently ſuperior to theirs, would be 
an indelible reproach on the honour of the Britiſh 
» ® Thhihediately- after the declaration of war, the French ſhips and 
Ea! goes which had been taken were tried, and condemned as legal 
rizes, expoſed to publick ſale, and their produce todged in the 


Bank büt in what manner this money, amounting to a large ſum, 
_ was diſtributed or employed, we have nat been able to diſcover, _ 


* 


326  HISTORY.OF ENGLAND. 


d oo x nation. They expatiated upon the imminent dans 
III. ger to which the Britiſn poſſeſſions in America were 
Fee expoſed, by the miſmanagement apd delays which 
had attended the defence of thoſe ms rc cola- 
wick the object of the prefens war, the. principal. 
ſource of the wealth and ſtrength of theſe kingdom 
They lamented the want of à cgoſtitutional well, 
regulated militia, the moſt natural and certain de- 
| fence againſt all invaders whatſocyver. They ſigni: 
« Hed their hope, that the authors of the late loſſes and 
_ diſappointments would be detected, and brought to 
condign puniſnment; that his Majeſty's. known in- 
| tentions of protecting apd defendipg his ſubjects in 
their rights and poſſeſſions might be faithfullx and 
vigorouſly: catried into execution; and the large 
ſupplies, ſo necefſarily demanded, and ſo chearfully 
granted, might be religiouſly applied to the defence 
ol theſe kingdoms, their colonies, and their com 
merce, as well as to the annoyance of their invete+ 


rate and perfidiovs enemies, the only ſure means of 


obtaining a laſting and honourable peace. In 
n{wer to this addreſs the King aſſured them, that 
be would not fail to do juſtice upon any perſons whi 
_ ſhould haye been wanting in their duty to him — 
their country; to inforce obedience and diſcipline in 
his fleets and armies; and to ſupport the authority 
and teſpecꝭ dye to his government. Remonſtrances of 
the ſame kind were preſented by different countie 
and corporations; and the populace clamoured aloud 


or enquiry and juſtice.” 

XXX. The firſt vidim offered to the enraged 
multitude was the unſottunate General Fowke, h 
had been Deputy - Governor of Gibraltar, and be- 
haved with remarkable conduct and integrity in the 
exerciſe of that important office, till that period, 
when he fell under the diſpleaſure of the govern- 


ment. He was now brought to trial before a board 


of general officers, and accuſed of having diſobeyed 


: 


the ordets be had received from the Scerctaty at war 


.,” 4 a af 


02-0 308; ih. 
ia chree ſueceſſiye letters“, touching the telief of CHAP, 
Minorca. Mr. Fowke alledged jn his own defence 
that the orgers, were .confuled and contradiftory, 274 
and implied a diſcretionary power : that the whole 
number of bis garriſon did not exceed, two thous 
land ſix hundred: men, after he had ſpared two n 


1 o 


7. biet. Gen. Fowk © 6 a he Go . 
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1 J L R, 1982 War-Offce, March 21, 1756» . 
am commanded yo acquaing yov, that it is his Majeſty's ple: 
fure that ou receive * your gat * Lord 1 „ eb . wh 
2 0 2 there ; and in caſe you ſhould rg tar a 
rench 1 to wake any attempt upon his Majeſty's. ifland 
notes ii his Neale pleature, that be make : 8 


out of the troops in your garriſon equal to a battalion, to be com- 
manded by a . and Major; ſuch Lirutenant-Colo- 


el and Major to be the eldeſt in your garrifan, 10 be pyt on board 
the fleet for the relief of Minorca, as 12 Admiral tat Akin expe- . 
. 


dient, who is to carry chem 10 the {aid iſland. I am, 

| Bethe Vour bumble ſervant, 

To Lieut. Cen. Fowke, or, in bis abſence, to the Commander in Chief 

ö Ab we . Gibraltar. „ ty 
SIR, | Var. Olice, March 36, 1756- 

T aw commanded to acquaint you, that it is his Majeſty's pleaſi 

in — and of Mivorcs tiould be in Loy likelihood bing 

attacked, that you make a detachment from the troops in your gar> 

riſon equa] to a battalion, commanded by a Lieutenant Colonel and 

Major, for the relief of that —_ to be put on board the fleet, at 

the diſpoſuian of the Admiral : ſuch Lieutenant-Colonel and Major 

de be the oldeſt in your garalon. | 


To Lieut. Gen. Fowke, or, im his abſence, to the Commander in Chief 
F ii bis Maje/ly's garrijon in Gibraltar. 85 
STR, , War-Office, April 1, 2756. 
is his Majeſty's pleaſure, that you receive into your garriſon 

. the women and children belonging to Lord Robert Bertie's regi- 
ment. | 


To Lieut. Gen, Fowke, or, the Commander in Chief at Gibraltar,” 


5 1 R. Hur. Office, May . 
1 to vou dy Gengral Steward: if that order is not complies 
with, then er detachment of ſeyen hundred men 

out of your own regiment and Guiſe s; and alſo another detachment 
out of Pulteney's and Panmury's is ET: and ſend them on. board 
the fiegt for the relief of Narben, But if thas, order bay been 110 5 
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ads and ſeventy-five to the ſhips commanded by 


3756. 


when he believed the place was in danger of bein 
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Mr. Edgecumbe; that the ordinary duty of the 
garriſon requiring eight hundred men, the whole 
number was not ſufficient for three reliefs : that, if 
he had detached a battalion on board the fleet, he 
ſhould not have had above two reliefs, at a time 


attacked, for good reaſons, which he did not thin 


_ himſelf at liberty to mention; that his orders being 
doubtful, he held a council of war, which was of 


opinion, that as undoubred intelligence was received 
of the French army's being landed at Minorca, to 


the number of between thirtcen and ſixteen thouſand 
men, and that a French ſquadron of ſixteen ſhips 
was ſtationed off the harbour, the ſending a detach» 
ment equal to a battalion from Gibraltar would be 


an ineffectual ſopply for the relief of the place, and 


a weakening of the garriſon from which they muſt be 
ſent, He obſerved, that ſuppoſing the orders to 
have been poſitive, and ſeven hundred men de- 
tached to Minorca, the number remaining at 
Gibraltar would not have exceeded one thouſand 
five hundred and fifty-ſix : a deduction of ſeven 


hundred more, according to the order of May the 


twelfth, would have left a remainder of eight hun- 
dred and fifty-ſix: that the men daily on duty in 
the garriſon, including artificers and Jabourers in 
the King's works, amounted to eight hundred and 
thirty-nine ; ſo that if he had complied with the 


orders as they arrived, he would not have had more 


than ſeventeen men over and above the number 
| _ neceſſary 


plied with, then you are to make only one detachment of ſeven hun- 
dred men, to be commanded by another Lieutenant-Colone! and 
Major, and to ſend it to Mahon ; and you are alſo to detain all ſuch 
empty veſſels as ſhall come into your harbour, and keep thew in 


readineſs for any further tranſportation of troops. I have alſo his 


Royel Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland's commands, to deſue that 


vou will keep your garriſon as alert as poſſible, during this critical 


time, and give tuch other aſſiſtance as may be in your power for the 
relief of * Minorca z taking care; however, not to fatigue or endanger 


| your own garriſon. 


E 5 oo 


k d R 0's it 


neceflary for the daily work of the gartiſon: thus, ena P. 


the important fortreſs of Gibraltar muſt, at this 


critical conjoncture, have been left almoſt naked 1756. 


and defenceleſs to the attempts of the enemy; a 
had thoſe detachments been actually ſent aboard, 
it afterwards v7 e that they could not have been 
landed on the iſland of Minorca. The order tranſ- 
mitted to General Fowke to detain all empty veſſels, 
for a further tranſportation of troops, ſeems to have 
been ſuperfluous; for it can hardly be ſuppoſed he 
could have occaſion for them, unleſs to embark the 


whole garriſon, and abandon the place. It ſeems 


like wiſe to have been unneceſſary toexhort the General 


to keep his garriſon as alert as poſſible, during that 


eritical time; inaſmuch as it would have been im- 


poſſible for the men to have enjoyed the leaſt repoſe 


or intermiſſion of Cuty, had the orders been punct- 


tually and literally obeyed. What other aſſiſtahce it 


might have been in the governor's power to give 


for the relief of Minorca, or in what manner he 
could avoid fatiguing his garriſon, while there was 


an impoſſibility of relieving the guards, it is not eaſy 


to comprehend, Be that as it may, when the trial 


was finiſhed, and the queſtion put to acquit or ſuſ- | 


pend for one year, the court was equally divided 
and in ſuch caſes the caſting vote being veſted in 
the preſident, he threw it into the ſcale againſt the 
priſoner, whom his Majeſty thought fit to diſmiſs 
from his ſervice. | Ca 1 
S XXX1. The expectation of the publick was 
now eagerly turned towards America, the chief, if 
not the ſole ſcene of our military operations. On 
the twenty- fifth day of June, Mr. Abercrombie 
arrived at Albany, the frontier of New- Tork, and 
aſſumed the command of the forces there aſſembled. 
copſiſting of two regiments which had ſerved under 
Braddock, two batralions raiſed in America, two 


regiments now tranſported from England, four in- 


dependent companies which had been many years 


Vor. III. Mm maintained 
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BOOK maintained in New-York, the New- Jerſey regiment, 1 
| four companies levied in North-Carolina, and a 
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1756. body of provincial forces raiſed by the government 
' + + of New. England. Thoſe to the ſouthward, includ- 


ing Pennſylvania, ' Maryland, and Virginia, had not 
yet determined, on any regular plan of operation, 
and were moreover hard preſſed in defending their 


weſtern frontier from the French and Indians, who, 


in ſkulking parties, made ſudden irruptions upon 


their unguarded ſettlements, burning, plundering, 


and maſfacring with the moſt ſavage inhumanity. | 
As for South Carolina, the proportion of negro- 


faves to the number of white inhabitants was ſo 
great in that colony, that the government could not, 
with any regard to the ſafety of the province, ſpare 
any reinforcement for the general enterpriſe, | The 


plan of this undertaking had been ſettled the pre- 


ceding year in a council of war, held at New-York. 
There it was reſolved to attack, the fort of Niagara, 
ſituated between the lakes Ontario and Erie, in order 
to cut off the communication between Canada and 
Louiſiana, and prevent the French from ſupporting 
their new fortreſſes on the Ohio; to reduce Ticon- 
derago and Crown-Point, ſo that the frontier of 
New-York might be delivered from the danger of 
an invaſion, and Great-Britain become maſter of 


the lake Champlain, over which the forces might 


be tranſported in any future attempt : to beliege 
Fort Du Queſne upon the Ohio; and to detach a 


body of troops by the river Kennebec, to alarm the 
capital of Canada. This plan was too extenſive for 


the number of troops which had been prepared : the 
ſeaſgn was too far advanced before the regiments 
arrived from England, the different colonies were 
divided in their opinions, and Mr. Abercrombie 


- poſtponed the execution of any important ſcheme 
till the arrival of Lord Loudoun, who was daily en- 
pected. The reaſons that delayed the reinſorce- 

ment, and detained his lordſhip ſo long, we do not 
n s pretend. 
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pretend to explain; though we may be allowed WHOSE F. 
obſerve, that many fair Wo bee have been loſt, us 
by the negle& and procraſtination of an Englim mis 17606. 
niſtry, Certain it is, the unaccountable delay of this 
armament rendered it uſeleſs for a whole year, af- 
forded time and leiſure to the enemy to take theit 
precautions againſt any ſubſequent attack, and; in 
the mean time, to proceed unmoleſted in diſtreſſing 
the Britiſh ſettlements. ' Even before this period, 
they had attacked and reduced a ſmall poſt in the 
country of the Five Nations, occupied by twenty- 
five Engliſhmen, who were cruelly butchered co a 
man, in the midſt of thoſe Indians whom Greats 
Britain had long numbered among her allies. 
CXXX11. Soon after this expedition; having re- 
ceived intelligence that a conſiderable convoy of pro- 
viſions and ſtores, for the garriſon of Oſwego, woul 
in a little time ſet out from Schenectady, and be con- 
veyed in batteaux up the river Onondaga; they _ — 
formed an ambuſcade among the woods and thickets 
on the north ſide of that river; but underſtanding. 
the convoy had paſſed before they reached the place; 
they reſolved to wait the return of the detachment; 
Their deſign, however, was fruſtrated by the vigi- 
Jance and valour of Colonel Bradſtreet, who expected 
ſuch an attempt, and had taken his meaſures accord- 
ingly. On the third day of July, while he ſtemmed + 
the ſtream of the river, with his batteaux formed 
into three diviſions, they were ſaluted with the [ndian 
- war- whoop, and a general diſcharge of muſquetry 
from the north ſhore. Bradſtreet immediately or- 
dered his men to land on the oppoſite bank; and 
with a few of the foremoſt took poſſeſſion of a ſmall _ 
iland, where he was forthwith attacked by a party 
of the enemy, who had forded the river for that 
rpoſe; but theſe were ſoon repulſed; Another 
body having paſſed a mile higher, he advanced/ to 
them at the head of two hundred men, and fell upon 
them, ſword in hand, with ſuch vigour, that many 
were killed on the ſpot, and the reſt driven into the 
b ß ee 
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III. number of them were drowned. Having received 
>< information that a third body of them had paſſed | 
75 at a ford ſtill higher, he marched thither without he- 
ſitation, and purſued them to the other fide, where 
they were entirely routed and diſperſed; In this 
action, which laſted near three hours, about ſeventy 
of the batteau-men were killed or wounded, but the 
enemy loſt double the number killed, and above ſe- 
, venty taken priſoners. In all probability the whole 
. detachment of the French, amounting to ſeven hun- 
dred men, would have been cut off, had not a heavy 
rain interpoſed, and diſabled Colonel Bradſtreet from 
following his blow; for that ſame night he was joined 
by Captain Patten with his grenadiers, in his march 
from Oneida to Oſwego, and next morning rein- 
forced with two hundred men, detached to his aſ- 
ſiſtance from the garriſon of Oſwego ; but by this 
time the rivulets were ſo ſwelled by the rain, that it 
was found impracticable to purſue the enemy through 
the woods and thickets. Patten and his grenadiers 
accompanied the detachment to Oſwego, while Brad- 
ſtreet purſued his voyage to Schenectady, from 
whence he repaired to Albany, and communicated 
to General Abercrombie the intelligence he had re- 
ceived from the priſoners, that a large body of the 
enemy were encamped on the eaſtern fide of the lake 
Ontario, provided with artillery, and all other im · 
plements, to beſiege the faxt of Oſwego. 
S XXXIII. In conſequfnce of this information, 
Major-General Webb was ordered to hold himſelf 
in readineſs to march with one regiment to the relief 
of that garriſon ; but, before they could be provided 
with neceſſaries, the Earl of Loudoun arrived at the 
- head-quarters at Albany, on the twenty-ninth day 
of July. The army at this time is ſaid to have 
conſiſted of regular troops to the number of two 
thouſand ſix hundred, about ſeven thouſand pro- 
vincials, ſuppoſed to be in readineſs to march from 
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Fort- William Henry, under the command of Ge- HAF. 


neral Winſlow, over and above a conſiderable num - 
ber of batteau- men at Albany and Schenectady. 
The garriſon at Oſwego amounted to fourteen hun- 
dred ſoldiers, beſides three hundred workmen and 
ſailors, either in the fort, or poſted in ſmall parties 
between the fort and place called Burnet's Field, to 
ſecure a ſafe paſſage through the country of the Six 


any reliance. By the beſt accounts received of the 
enemy's force, they had about three thouſand men 
at Crown-Point and Ticonderoga upon the lake 


Champlain: but their chief ſtrength was collected 


upon the banks of the lake Ontario, where their 
purpoſe undoubtedly was to reduce the Engliſh: fort 
at Oſwego, The immediate object, therefore, of 
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Nations, upon whoſe friendſhip there was no longer 


Lord Loudoun's attention was the relief of this 
place; but his deſign was ftrenuouſly oppoſed by the 


province of New-York, and other northern govern- 
ments, who were much-more intent upon the reduc- 
tion of Crown-Point, and the ſecurity of their own 
frontiers, which they apprehended was connected 
with this conqueſt. They inſiſted upon Winſlow's 
being joined by ſome regiments of regular troops 
before he ſhould' march againſt this fortreſs; and 
ſtipulated that a body of reſerve ſhould be detained 
at Albany, for the defence of that frontier, in caſe 
Winſlow ſhould fail in his enterprize, and be de- 
feated, At length they agreed, that the regiment 
which Mr. Abercrombie had deſtined for that pur- 


poſe ſhould be detached to the relief of Oſwego: 


and on the twelfth day of Auguſt Major-General 
Webb began his march with it from Albany; but on 
his arrival at the Carrying- place, between che Mo- 
hock's river and Wood's creek, he received the dif- 
5 news that Oſwego. was taken, and the gar- 
tiſon made priſoners of war, Mr, Webb, appre- 
hending himſelf in danger of being attacked by the 
beſieging army, began immediately to render the 
8 | M m 3 g creek 
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BOOK creek impaſſable, even to canoes, by felling trees; 

_ *** and throwing them into the ſtream; while the ene- 

; 1756, My, ignorant of his numbers, and apprehenſive of 
+ *** like yiſitation from him, took the very ſame me- 
thod of preventing his approach; in conſequence 
of this apprehenſion, he was permitted to retire un- 
moleſted, 3 | 200 
. & XXX1IV. The loſs of the two ſmall forts, called 
Ontario and Oſwego, was a conſiderable national 
misfortune. They were erected on the ſouth ſide 
of the great lake Ontario, ſtanding on the oppoſite = 
ſides, at the mouth of the Onondago river, that diſ- 

\ Charges itſelf into the lake, and conſtituted a poſt of 
great importance, where veſſels had been built, to 
cruize ppon the lake, which is a kind of inland fea, 
and interrupt the commerce as well as the motions 

and deſigns of the enemy. The garrifon, as we have 
already obſervgd, conſiſted of fourteen hundred men, 
chiefly. militia and new-raiſed recruits, under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Mercer, an officer 

1 | 2 courage and experience: but the ſituation of the 
orts was very ill choſen; the materials moſtly tim- 

ber or logs of wood; the defences wretchedly con- 
trived, and unfiniſhed. ; and, in à word, the place 
altogether untenable againſt any regular approach. 

Such were the forts which the enemy wiſely reſolved 

to reduce. Being under no apprehenſion for Crown- 

Point, they aſſembled a body of traops, canliſting 

of thirteen hundred regulars, ſeventeen hundre 

Canadians, and 'a conſiderable numbgr of Indian 
auxiliaries, under the command of the Marquis de 

Montcalm,:a vigilant and enterpriſing. afficer, to 

whom the conduct of the ſiege way entruſted by the 

Marquis de Vaudrevil, governor and lieutenant- 

general of New France, The firſt ſtep taken by 
Montcalm was to block up Oſwego by water with 
two large armed veſſels, and poſt a ſtrong body of 

Canadians on the road between Albany and the forts, 

if cut off all-communication of ſuccour and intellis 

$1 e gence, 
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uw In the mean time, he embarked his arti. Gn Ar. 
ery and ſtores upon the lake, and landed them in 
the bay of Nixouri, the place of general rendezvous. 1736. 
At another creek, within half a league of Oſwego, 
he erected a battery for the protection of his veſſels, 
and on the twelfth day of Auguſt, at midnight, after 
his diſpoſitions had been made, he opened the 
trenches before Fort-Ontario, The garriſoh having 
fired away all their ſhells and ammunition, ſpiked 
the cannon, and deſerting the fort, retired next 
day acroſs the river into Oſwego, which was even 
more expoſed than the other, eſpecially when the 
enemy had taken poſſeſſion of Ontario, from whence 
they immediately began to fire without intermiſſion. - 
Colonel Mercer being, on the thirteenth, killed by a 
cannon-ball, the fort deſtitute of all cover, the offi- 
cers divided in opinion, and the garriſon in confſu- 
ſion, they next day demanded a capitulation, and 
ſurrendered priſoners of war, on condition that they 
ſhould be exempted from plunder, conducted to Mont- 
real, and treated with humanity. Theſe conditions,” 
however, the Marquis did not punctually obſerve, 
The Britiſh officers and ſoldiers were infulted by the 
ſavage Indians, who robbed them of their clothes 
and baggage, maſſacred ſeveral men as they ſtood 
defenceleſs on the parade, aſſaſſinated Lieutenant 
De la Court as he lay wounded in his tent, under 
the protection of a French officer, and barbaroully 
ſcalped all the ſick people in the hoſpital : Bnally, 
Montcalm, in direct violation of the articles, as well 
as in contempt of common humanity, delivered up 
above twenty men of the garriſon to the Indians, in 
lieu of the ſame number they had loſt during the 
ſiege; and, in all probability, thele miſerable cap- 
tives were put to death by thoſe barbarians with the 
moſt excruciating tortures, accarding to the execrable 
cuſtom of the country. © Thoſe who countenance the 
perpetration of cruelties, at which human nature 
ſhudders with horror, ought to be branded as in- ys 
— Mm4 famous 5 
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BOOK famous to all poſterity. Such however, were the 
| - trophies that, in the. courſe of the American war, 
Ve, diſtinguiſhed the operations of a people who pique 
ue "themſelves upon politeneſs, and the virtues of hu- 
manity. The priſoners taken at Oſwego, after 
having been thus barbarouſly treated, were conveyed 
in batteaux to Montreal, where they had no reaſon. 
to complain of their reception; and before the end 
4 | of the year, they were exchanged. The victots im- 
mediately demoliſhed the two forts (if they deſerved. 
that denomination) in which they found one hundred 
and twenty-one pieces of artillery, fourteen mortars, 
with a great quantity of ammunition, warlike flores, 
and proviſion, beſides two loops, and two hundred 
batteaux, which likewiſe fell into their hands, Such 
an important magazine, depoſited in a place alto», 
gether indefenſible, and without the reach of imme- 
diate ſuccour, was a flagrant proof of egregious folly, 


- 


4 


temerity, and miſconduRt. ., | G 
XXXV. The Earl of Loudoun finding the 
ſeaſon too far advanced to admit of any enterprize 
againſt the enemy, exerted all his endeavours in 
making preparations for an early campaign in the 
ſpring, in ſecuring the frontiers of the Engliſh co- 
lonies, in forming an uniform plan of action, and 
promoting a ſpirit af harmony among the different 
governments, which had been long divided by jar- 
ring intereſts, and other ſources of diſſenſion. Mean 
while, the forts Edward and. William-Henry were 
Put in a proper poſture of defence, and ſecured with 
numerous garriſons; and the forces put into winter- 
quarters at Albany, where comfortable barracks. 
were built for that purpoſe. Fort-Granville, on the 
confines of Pennſylvania, an inconſiderable block. 
houſe, was ſurpriſed by a party of French and In- 
dians, who made the garriſon priſoners, conſiſting of 
two-and-twenty ſoldiers, with a few women and chil- 
dren. . Theſe they loaded with flour and proviſion, 
and drove them into captivity z but the fort, — 


0/800: ee ' 

reduced to aſhes. ' Many ſhocking murders were C HAP. 
= in Vo 
perpetrated upon defenceleſs people, without diftige- 2, 
tion of age or ſex, in different parts of the frontierts: 1736. 
but theſe outrages were in ſome meaſure balanced 
by the advantages reſulting from a treaty of peace. 
which the Governor of Pennſylvania concluded with 
the Delaware Indians, a powerful tribe that dwell 
upon the river Saſquehanna, forming, as it were, a 
line along the ſouthern ſkirts of the province. At 
the ſame time the Governor of Virginia ſecured the 
friendſhip and alliance of the Cherokees and Cataw- 
bas, two powerful nations adjoining to that colony, 
who were able to bring three thouſand fighting men 
into the field. All theſe circumſtances conſidered, 
Great · Britain had reaſon to expect that the enſuing 
campaign would be vigorouſly proſecuted in Ame- 
rica, eſpecially as ' afreſh reinforcement of troops, 
with a great ſupply of warlike ſtores, were ſent to that 
country in fourteen tranſports, 'under convoy of two 
ſhips: of war, which ſailed from Cork, in Ireland, 
about the beginning of November. 5 
S XXXVI. No action of great importance diſ- | 

tinguiſhed the naval tranſactions of this year on the - 
ſide of America. In the beginning of June, Captain 
Spry, who commanded a ſmall ſquadron, cruiſing 
off Lourſbourg, in the iſland of Cape-Breton, — 4 93 
the Arc en Ciel, a French ſhip of fifty guns, having 
on board near fix hundred men, with a large quan- 
tity of ſtores and proviſions for the garriſon, He 
likewiſe made prize of another French ſhip, with ſe- 
venty ſoldiers, two hundred barrels of powder, two 
large braſs mortars, and other ſtores of the like deſti- 
nation. On the twenty-ſeventh day of July Com- 
modore Holmes, being in the ſame latitude, with 
two large ſhips and a couple of floops, engaged two 
French ſhips of the line and four frigates, and obliged 
them to ſheer off, after an obſtinate diſpute. A great 
number of privateers were equipped in this country, 


gs well ag in the Weſt-India iſlands belonging to the | 
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B 8 i. K Crown of Great- Britain; and as thoſe ſeas ſwarmed | 
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with French veſſels, their cruiſes en "wy advan- 
tageous to the adventurers. - 

$ XXXVII. Scenes of higher import were chis 
year ated by the Britiſh arms in the Eaſt-· Indies. 
The ceſſation of hoſtilities between the Engliſh and 
French Companies on the peninſula of lodus, though 
it encouraged Mr. Clive to viſit his native country, 
was not of long duration; for in a few months both 
ſides recommenced their operations, no longer as 
auxiliaries to the Princes. of the country, but as 
principals and rivals, both in arms and commerce. 
Major Laurence, who now enjoyed the chief com. 
mand of the Engliſh forces, obtained divers advan- 
tages over the enemy; and proſecuted his ſucceſs. 
with ſuch vigour, as, in all probability, would in a 
little time have terminated the war according to his 
own. wiſh, when the progreſs of his arms was inter- 
rupted and ſuſpended by an unfortunate event at Cal- 


cutta, the cauſe of which is not eaſily explained: for 
extraordigary pains have been taken to throw a veil - 


over ſome tranſaftions, from whence this eee . 


was immediately or remotely. detived. 


$ XXXVIII. The old Suba er Viceroy of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orixa, dying in the month of April, in 


the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-ſix, 


was ſucceeded by his adopted ſon, Sur Raja al Dow. 
lat, a young man of violent paſſions, without prin- 

ciple, fortitude, or good faith, who began his admi- 
niſtration with acts of perfidy and violence. In all. 
probability, his deſign againſt the Engliſn ſettlements 


| was ſuggeſted by his rapacious diſpoſition, on a belief 


that they abounded with treaſure; as the pretences 
which he uſed for commencing hoſtilities were alto- 
gether inconſiſtent, falſe, and frivolous. - In the 
month of May, he cauſed the Fogliſh faQory at 
Caſſimbuzar to be inveſted, and i inviting Mr. Watts, 
the chief of the factory, to a conference, under the 


ſanction of a ſafe conduct, detained him as priſoner z 
* AS > | ; then 
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then, by means of fraud and force intermingled, CHA r. 1 


made himſelf maſter of the factory. This exploit ___ 
being atchieved, he made no ſecret of his deſign to 1736. 
deprive the Engliſh of all their ſettlements. With © 
this view he marched to Calcutta, at the head of a 
numerous army, and inveſted the place, which was 
then in no poſture of defence. e are 
XXXIX. The Governor, intimidated by the 
number and power of the enemy, abandoned the 
ſort, and with ſome principal perſons reſiding in the 
ſettlement, took refuge on board a ſhip in the river, 
carrying along with them their moſt valuable effects, 
and the books of the company. Thus the defence 
of. the place devolved to Mr: Holwell, the ſecond 
in command, who, with the aſſiſtance of a few gal- 
lant officers, and a very feeble garriſon, maintained 
it with uncommon courage and reſolution. againſt 
ſeveral attacks, until he was overpowered by num-. 
bers, and the enemy had forced their way into the 
caſtle. Then: he was obliged to ſubmit; and the 
Suba, or viceroy, promiſed on the word of a ſoldier, 
that no injury ſhould be done to him or his garriſon. 
Nevertheleſs, they were all driven, to the number of 
ane hundred and forty-ſix perſons of both ſexes, into 
a place called the Black- Hole priſon, a cube of about 
eighteen feet, walled up to the eaſtward and ſouthward, 
the only quarters from which they could ex the 
leaſt refreſhing air, and open to the weſtward by two 
windows ſtrongly, barred with iron, through which 
there was no perceptible circulation. The humane 
reader- will conceive with horror the miſerable ſitua. 
tion to which they muſt have been reduced, when 
thus ſtewed up in a cloſe ſultry night under ſuch a 
climate as that of Bengal, eſpecially when he reflects 
that many of them were wounded, and all of them 
fatigued with hard duty. Tranſported with rage to 
find themſelves thus barbarouſly cooped up in a 
lace where they muſt be expoſed to ſuffocation, 
thoſe hapleſs yictims endeavoured to farce 3 
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Boo k door, that they might ruſh upon the ſwords of the 
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ſquatted down on 


barbarians: by whom they were ſurrounded : but all 
their efforts were ineffeQual ; the door was made to 
open inwards, and being once ſhut upon them, the 
erowed preſſed upon it ſo ſtrongly as to render all 
their endeavours. abortive: then they were over- 


vhelmed with diſtraction and —_— Mr. Holwell, 


who had placed himſelf at one of the windows, ac- 
coſted a Jemmautdaar, or ſerjeant of the Indian 
guard, and having endeavoured to excite his com- 
paſſion; by drawing a pathetick picture of their ſuf- 
ferings, promiſed to gratify him with a thouſand 
rupees in the morning, if he could find means to 
remove one half of them into a ſeparate apartment. 
The ſoldier, allured by the promiſe of ſuch a reward, 
aſſured him he would do his endeavour for their 
relief, and retired ſor that purpoſe, but in a few 
minutes returned, and told him that the Suba, by 
whoſe order alone ſuch a ſtep could he taken, was 
aſleep, and no perſon durſt diſturb his repoſe. By 
this time a profuſe ſweat had broke out on every in- 
dividual, and this was attended with an inſatiable 
thirſt, which became the more intolerable as the 
body was drained of its moiſture. In vain thoſe 
miſerable eee e themſelves of their clothes, 
their hams, and fanned the air 
with their hats, to produce a refreſhing undulation, 
Many were unable to riſe again from this -poſture, 
but falling down were trod to death, or ſuffocated, 
The dreadful ſymptom of thirſt was now accompa- 
nied with a difficulty of reſpiration, and every indi- 
vidual gaſped for breath. Their deſpair became 


outrageous: again they attempted to force the door, 


and provoke the guard to fire upon them by execra- 


tion and abuſe, The cry of Water! Water “ “ 
iſſued from every mouth. Even the Jemmautdaar 


vas moved to compaſſion at their diſtreſs, He or- 
dered his ſoldiers to bring ſome ſkins of water, which, 
ſerved only to enrage the appetite, and 3 | 
ts o's I . gener 
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general agitation. There was no other way of con- CHA Th 
veying it through the windows but by hats, and this 
was rendered ineffectual by the eagerneſs and tranſ- 6 


ports of the wretched priſoners, who at ſight of it 
ſtruggled and raved even into fits of delitium. In 
conſequence of theſe conteſts, very little reached 
thoſe who ſtood neareſt the windows, while the reſt, 
at the farther end of the priſon, were totally excluded 
from all relief, and continued calling upou their 
friends for aſſiſtance, and conjuring them by all the 
tender ties of pity and affection. To thoſe who were 
indulged, it proved pernicious z for, inſtead of al- 
laying their thirſt, -it enraged their impatience for 
more. The confuſion became general and horrid z 
all was clamour and conteſt; thoſe who were at a 
diſtance endeavoured to force their paſſage to the 
window, and the weak were preſſed down to the 

ground, never to riſe again. The inhuman ruffians' 
without derived entertainment from their miſery : 
they ſupplied the priſoners with more water, and 
held up lights cloſe to the bars that they might 
enjoy the inhuman pleaſure of ſeeing them fight for 
the baneful indulgence. Mr. Holwell ſeeing all his 
particular friends lying dead around him, and tram- 
pled upon by the living, finding himſelf wedged up 

ſo cloſe as to be deprived of all motion, begged, as 
the laſt inſtance of their regard, that they would re- 
move the preſſure, and allow him to retire from the 
window, that he might die in quiet. Even in thoſe 
dreadful circumſtances, which might be ſuppoſed 
to have levelled all diſtinction, the poor delirious 
wretches manifeſted a reſpect for his rank and cha- 
racter i they forthwith gave way, and he forced his 
paſſage into the centre of the place, which was not 
crowded ſo much, beeauſe, by this time, about 
one - third of the number had periſhed, and lay in 

little compaſs on the floor, while the reſt ſtill 
crowded to both windows. He retired to a platform 
at the farther end of the room, and lying down upon 
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2 x ſome of his dead friends; recommended his foul to 


heaven. Here his thirſt grew inſopportable; his 


1756. difficulty in breathing increaſed, and he was ſeized 


with a ſtrong palpitation. Theſe violent ſymptoms, 


which he could not bear, urged him to make ano- 


ther effort: he forced his way back to the window, 
and cried aloud; © Water! for God's ſake!” He 
had been ſuppoſed already dead by his wretched 
companions, but finding him ſtill alive, they exhi- 
bited another extraordinary proof of tenderneſs and 
regard to his perſon: Give him water,” they 


cried ; nor would one of them attempt to touch it 


until he had drank. He now breathed more freely, 


and the palpitation ceaſed : but finding himſelf il} 


more thirſty after drinking, he abſtai ned from wa- 
ter, and moiſtened his mouth from time ro time, 


by ſucking the perſpiration from his ſhirt Nleeves*. 


The miſerable priſoners, perceiving that water rather 


aggravated than relieved their diſtreſs, grew clamo- 
rous for air, and repeated their inſults to the guard, 


loading the Suba and his Governor with the moſt 
virulent reproach, ' From railing, they had recourſe 
to E beſeeching heaven to put an end to their 
mifery. They now began to drop on alb hands; 
but then a ſteam aroſe from the living, and the dead, 


as Pungent and volatile as ſpirit of hartſhorn; ſo 


that all who could not approach the windows were 


. ſuffocated. Mr. Holwell, being weary of life, retired 


once more to the platform, and ſtretched himſelf by 
the Rev. Mr. Jervas Bellamy, who, together with 
his ſon, a lieutenant, lay dead in each other's em- 
brace. In this ſituation he was ſoon deprived of 
ſenſe, and lay to all appearance dead till day broke, 
when his body was diſcovered, and removed by his 


ſurviving friends to one of the windows, where the 
70 EN freſh '-: 


In his deſpair of obtaining water, this unhappy gentleman had 
attempted to diink his own vrine: but found it antolerably bitter; 
whereas the moiſture. that flowed from the pores of his dody was (off, 


plealant, and refieſhing, 


\ 


was a conſiderable treaſure ſecreted in the fort, and 


companions, had been ſeized with a putrid fever, 
immediately upon their releaſe, was dragged in that 


* 


the whole body. la this piteous condition they 
treatment and miſery in their paſſage, - as would 


_ + lodged in an open ſtable, and treated for ſome days 


© grandmother interpoſed; her mediation in their be- 
half; and as that Prince was by this time convinced, 


* ® „ * 1 . . : ' | i 
in his own imagination; and would give no credit ; 


— 
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freſh air tevived him, and he was reſtored to his HA. 
ſight and ſenſes. The Suba, at laſt, being informed 
that the greater part of the priſoners were ſuffocated, 136. 
enquired if the chief was alive; and being anſwered 

in the affirmative, ſent an order for their immediate 


releaſe, when no more than twenty-three ſurvived of 


an hundred and forty>ſix who had entered alive. 

$ XL. Nor was the late deliverance, even of theſe 
few, owing to any ſentiment of compaſſion in the 
Viceroy. - He had received intimation, that there 


that Mr. Holwell knew the place where it was de 
ſired, That gentleman, who, with his ſurviving 


condition before the inhuman Suba, who-queſtioned 
him about the treaſure, which exiſted no where but 


to his proteſtations, when he ſolemnly declared he 
knew of no ſuch depoſit, Mr. Holwell and three 
of his friends were loaded with fetters, and conveyed 
three miles to the Indian camp, where they lay all 
night, expoſed to a ſevere rain: next morning they 
were brought back to town, ſtill manacled, under 
the ſcorching beams of a ſun intenſely. hot; and 
muſt infallibly have expired, had not nature expelled 
the fever in large painful boils, that covered almoſt 


were embarked in an open boat for Muxadavad, 
the capital of Bengal, and underwent ſuch cruel 


ſhock the humane reader, ſhould he peruſe the par- 
ticulars. At Muxadavad they were led through 
the city in chains, as a ſpectacle to the inhabitants, 


as the worſt of criminals. At length, the Suba's 


chat there was no treaſure concealed at Calcutta, he 
ordered 


*. 


BOOK ordered them to be ſer at liberty. When ſome 
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of his ſycophants oppoſed this indulgence, repre- 


ſenting that Mr. Holwell had ſtill enough left to 


pay a conſiderable ranſom, he : replied with ſome 
marks of compunction and generofity, If he has 
« any thing left, let him keep it: his ſufferings 


* have been great: he ſhall have his liberty.“ Mr. 


Holwell and his friends were no ſooner unfettered, 
than they took water for the Dutch Tankſall or mint, 
in the neighbourhood of the city, where they were 


received with great tenderneſs and humanity, The 


reader, we hope, will excuſe us for having thus par- 
ticulariſed a tranſaction ſo. intereſting and extraor- 


dinary in all its circumſtances. The Suba having 


deſtroyed Calcutta, and diſperſed the inhabitants, 
extorted large ſums from the French and Dutch 
faQories, that he might diſplay a ſpirit of impar- 
tiality againſt all the Europeans, even in his oppreſ- 
ſion, and returned to his city of Muxadavad in tri- 
umph. By the reduction of Calcutta, the Engliſh 
Eaſt-India company's affairs were ſo much em- 
broiled in that part of the world, that perhaps nothing 
could have retrieved them but the interpoſition of a 


national force, and the good fortune of a Clive, 


whoſe enterprizes were always crowned with ſucceſs, 


$ XLl. As the Engliſh Eaſt-India company had, 


for a whole century, been at a conſiderable expence 
in maintaining a marine force at Bombay, to pro- 
tect their ſhips from the piracies of the Angrias, who 


had rendered themſelves independent Princes, and 
' fortified Geriah in that neighbourhood ; many un- 


ſucceſsful attempts had been made to deſtroy their 


naval power, and reduce the fortreſs, under which 


they always took ſhelter. In the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and fifty-four, the fleet of Tullagee 
Angria, the reigning Prince, attacked three Dutch 
ſhips of force, which they either took or deſtroyed. 
Elated with this ſucceſs, he boaſted that he ſhould 


in a little time ſweep the ſeas of the Europeans, and 


began 
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degean to build ſome large ſhips, to reinforee his CHAP, 
| E and gallivats, which were the veſſels on which fer 
e had formerly depended. Next ou his neigh- Te 
bours, the Mahrattas, having: ſigni to the pre. 
lidency at Bombay, that they were diſpoſed to join 
in the neceſſary ſetvice of humbling this common 
enemy, ſo formidable to the whole Malabar _ 
Commodore James was detached with ſome ſhips © 
force to attack Angria, in conjunction with thoſe 
allies They accordingly joined him with ſeven 
ome and. ſixty gallivats. They proceeded to the 
arbour of Severndroog, where Angria's fleet lay a | 
anchor: but they no- ſooner received intelligence of | 
his approach, than they ſlipped their cables, and 
ſtood out to ſea, He chaſed them with all the can- 
vaſs he could carry; but their veſſeis being lighter 
dhan his, they eſcaped; and he returned to Severn- 
droog, which is a fortreſs ſituated on an iſland within 
muſket ſhot of the main land, ſtrongly, but irregu- 
| larly fortified, and mounted with fifty-four pieces of 
cannon. There were three other ſmall forts on the 
continent, the largeſt of which was called Goa. On 
the ſecond day of April, the Commodore began to 
batter and bombard the iſland; fort, and fort Goa; 
at the ſame time. That of Severndroog was ſet on 
fire; one of the magazines blew up: a general con- 
flagration enſued : the garriſon were overwhelmed 
with fire and confuſion; the Engliſh ſeamen landed 
under cover of the fire from the ſhips, and took the 
place by ſtorm with very little loſs. The other 
| ns were immediately ſurrendered, and all of theſe, 
by treaty, delivered to the Mahrattas. On the eighth 
of April, the Commodore anchored. off Bancote, 
now called Fort Victoria; one of the moſt northern 
parts of Angria's dominions, which ſurrendered ' 
without oppoſition, and ſtill remains in the hands of 
the Engliſh Eaſt-India company, by the conſent of 
the Mahrattas, The harbour is good, and here is 
„ a great 
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e ls roRY OF EXGLAND. 
BOOK 2 great trade for ſalt and other commodities ſent 
1 = , hither from Bombay. . 

26. XLII. It was in November following, that the 

ſquadron under Admiral Watſon arrived at Bombay, 

where it was reſolved to give Angria the finiſhing 
ſtroke, ſtill in conjunction with the Mahrattas. Mean 
while Commodore James was ſent to reconnoitre 

Geriah, the capital of his dominions, and to ſound 
the depth of the harbour; a ſervice which he ſue- 

ceſsfully performed. The Admiral, being joined by 
a diviſion of ſhips, firted out at the Company's 

expence, having on board a body of troops com- 
manded by Colonel Clive, ſailed on the ſeventh day 
of February, and found in' the neighbourhood 'of 

_ Geriah the Mahratta fleet, confiſting of ſour grabs, 

and forty ſmaller veſſels, called gallivats, lying to the 

northward of the place, in a creek called Rajipore ; 
and a land-army: of horſe and foot, amounting to 
ſeven or eight thouſand men, the whole commanded 
by Rhamagee Punt, 'who had already taken one. 
ſmall fort, and was actually treating about the ſur- 
render of Geriah. Angria himſelf had quitted the 
place, but his wife and family remained under the 
protection of his brother-in-law ; who, being ſum- 
moned to ſurrender by a meſſage from the Admiral, 
replied, that he would defend the place to the laſt 
__ extremity, In conſequence of this refuſal the whole 
Engliſh fleet, in two Jivions, ſailed on the twelfth 
day of February into the harbour, and ſuſtained a a 
warm fire from the enemy's batteries as they paſſed, 
as well-as from the grabs poſted. in the harbour for 
that purpoſe: this, however, was ſoon ſilenced after 
the ſhips were brought to their ſtations, ſo as to re- 
turn the ſalutation. Between the hours of four and 
five in the afternoon, a ſhell being thrown into one 
of Angria's armed veſſels, ſet her on fire; and the 
flames communicating to the reſt, they were all de- 
ſtroyed : between fix and ſeven the fort was ſet on 
fire by another ſhell ; and ſoon after the firing ceaſed 
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en both ſides. The Admiral, ſuſpecting chat the CHAP. 


GSGovetnor of the place would ſurrender it to the. 


Mahrattas rather than to the Engliſh, diſembarked 2736. 


all the troops under Mr. Clive, that he might be 
at hand, in caſe of emergency, to take poſſeſſion, 
In the mean time, the fort was bombarded; the line 
of battle. ſhips were warped near enough to batter in 
breach; and then the Admiral ſent an officer, with 
a flag of truce to the Governor, requiring him to 
ſurrender. His propoſal being again rejected, the 
Engliſh ſhips renewed their fire next day with re- 
doubled vigour. About one d' clock the magazine 
of the fort blew up, and at four the garriſon hun 
out a white flag for capitulation. The parley that 
enſued - proving ineffectual, the engagement began 
again, and continued till fifreen minutes after five: 
when the white flag was again diſplayed, and now 


the Governor ſubmitted to the terms which were im- 


poſed.” Angria's flag was immediately hauled down; 
and two Engliſh Captains taking poſſeſſion of the 
fort with a detachment, forthwith hoiſted the Britiſh 
enſign. To theſe Captains, whoſe names were 

| Buchannan and Forbes, the Mahrattas offered a 
bribe of fifty thouſand rupees, if they would allow 
them to paſs their guard, that they might take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the fort for themſelves; but this offer was 
rejected with diſdain, and immediately diſcloſed to 
Colonel Clive, who took effectual meaſures to fru- 
 ftrate their deſign. In this place, which was reduced 
with very inconſiderable Joſs, the eonquerors found 
above two hundredRannon, ſix braf mortars, 2 
large quantity of ammunition, with money and 
effects to the value of one hundred and thirty thou- 
ſand pounds. The fleet which was deſtroyed con- 
ſiſted of eight grabs, one ſhip finiſhed, two upon 
the ſtocks, and a good number of gallivats. Among 
- the priſoners, the Admiral found Angria's wife, 
children, and mother, towards whom he demeaned 
himſelf with great humanity. Three hundred Eu- 
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= HISTORYWOF ENGLAND: _ 
GOK rapean ſoldiers, and as many ſeapoys, were leſt to 
I. guard the fort; and four of the Company's armed 
x 97 veſſels remained in the harbour for the defence of 
tte place, which: was extremely well ſituated: for 
” en i C4 on arts nd SHad at 127 | 
XLII. The Admiral and Mr. Clive ſailed back 
tao Madras in triumph, and:there another plan was 
formed ſot reſtaring the Company's affairs upon the 
. Ganges, recovering Calcutta, and taking, vengeance 
on the cruel viceroy of Bengal. In October they 
8 ſet ſail again ſor the bottom of the Bay; and about 
the beginning of December arrived at Balaſore, in the 
kingdom of Bengal. Having croſſed the Braces, 
they proceeded up the river Ganges as far as Falta, 
where they found Governor Drake, and the other 
_perfons who had eſcaped on board of the ſhips. when 
Calcutta was inveſted. Colonel Clive was diſem- 
barked with his forces to attack the fort of Buſbudgia 
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the place being ill provided with cannon, did not 
hold cut above an hour after;the firing began. This 
conqueſt being atehieved at a very eaſy purchaſe, two 
of the great ſnips anchoted between Tanny fort and 
u battety on the other fide of the river, which were 
abandoned before one ſhot was diſcharged againſt 
either; thus the paſſage was laid open to Calcutta, 
the reduction of which we ſhall record among the 
traaſactions of che enſuing year. 


When the Admiral entered their apartment, the whole family 
ſhedding floads of tears ſell with tlieirggaces to the ground ; from 
Which being raiſed, the mother of Angtia, told him, in. a piteous 
tone, the people bad no king, ſhe no fon, her daughter no huſband; 

d their children no father, The Admiral replying, “ they moſt look 
upon him as their father and their friend;“ the 72 boy, about 

fix years of age, ſeiſed him by the hand, and ſobbing-xclaimed, 

« then. you ſhall be my father,.“ Mr, Watſon, was fo affected with 

this pathetic adreſs, that the tears trickled down his cheeks, while 
baue aſſured them they might depend upon his protection ang 

„ . _ friendſhip, + 7 == | | 2 


by land, while the Admiral battered it by ſea: but 


